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The Stamford Museum & Nature Center is dedicated to the preservation and interpretation of art and popular
 culture, the natural and agricultural sciences, and history. The Museum is a vital cultural and educational resource
for the community, and a focal point for family activity and interaction. We seek to inspire creativity, foster
self-discovery, promote environmental stewardship, and nurture an appreciation for lifelong learning through
 exhibitions, educational programs, and special events that enhance the visitor's experience of our unique site.

Mission

Detail, Nicholas Krushenick, Humongous American Feather Company, 1990, Acrylic on canvas.

ON THE COVER

We are grateful to Purdue Pharma L.P. for their generous pro bono printing of our 2016.17 Annual Report.
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William M. Aron
President

A Vision Realized –
Now & For Future Generations

Melissa H. Mulrooney
Executive Director & CEO

Melissa H. Mulrooney, Executive Director & CEO, and William M.
Aron, President of the Board of Directors.

We are pleased to report that the Stamford Museum &  Nature
Center has finished another outstanding year with solid
 financial performance and exciting plans for the future.
From humble beginnings in 1936 in a three-room office in
downtown Stamford, we have grown to be Stamford’s
 premier nature-based destination, offering a rich canvas of
educational  programs, exhibitions, and special events,
both as Stamford’s Museum and as Stamford’s beloved
Nature Center. 

This year marks a milestone in our history as we prepare to
construct the first new capital additions to our museum in
over 50 years. The Phase I and II projects envisioned by our
Master Plan will be nothing short of transformative and
 include our new Environmental Education Farmhouse
 located at the top of Heckscher Farm, as well as a re-imagined
state of the art Observatory & Planetarium complex.

In 2016.17, we entered the quiet phase of this extraordinary
$15 million Capital Campaign focused on leadership gifts as
a model for a public-private partnership with funding from
the State, the City of Stamford, and donors who care deeply
about our future service to the region.

We still have a ways to go with our fundraising, but we are
 excited by the additional educational capacity these projects
will bring to the Museum and the how they will enhance
our service to the Community and the region. We are most
 grateful to Carole and Michael Fedele for leading our
 Campaign For Future Generations with their wisdom
and  devotion to the Stamford Museum & Nature Center.

Every day we are guided by our exceptional mission, which
touches all aspects of our institution and challenges us to
scale new heights of service. We are committed to these five
key aspects of that vision:

1. Our aspiration to be THE regional resource for
 environmental and natural science education and to teach
our children well from a diverse palette of offerings.

2. To be an innovative and challenging cultural arts teacher
through our art and exhibitions program. And in the coming
year we will be focused on a new signature series of Adult
Programs to engage our lifelong learning audience.

3. To get children out-of-doors and engaged in the natural
world around them. We are deeply committed to Richard
Louv’s “no child left inside” movement.

4. To explore and develop our community role and our
 opportunities to enhance environmental programs,
 astronomy, social engagement, and our unique position
as Stamford’s largest and most diverse nature-based
 organization.

5. To engage a committed audience of funders – Premiere
Partners, Business Affiliates, major donors, and our
 devoted Members.

We are grateful to our membership, donors, and community
for their continued support of our mission. We are also
pleased to know that our efforts to enhance our unique
 position as Stamford’s fine arts museum and our
 commitment to being a premier center for  environmental,
agriculture science, and nature education has earned the

SM&NC ever-growing numbers of members and visitors.
Overall, the Stamford Museum & Nature Center  attracted
over 200,000 visitors in 2016.17, yet another  increase year
to year. Most  notably, our educators touched the minds of
34,000 students in 144 schools through the  region, including
every public school in Stamford and most every  private.

Our thanks go to the SM&NC staff for all of the excellent
work they have done to bring us through another winning
year of program success. Special appreciation is due to
Melissa H. Mulrooney, who this year enjoyed her 12th
 anniversary as our Executive Director & CEO. Her commitment
to excellence and best practices is held as a model for all of
us. Our shared success is measured in our rising profile as
a spectacular cultural and educational force for the City of
Stamford and the region. 

We are deeply grateful to Governor Dannel P. Malloy for
his confidence in our Campaign for Future Generations
and the State of Connecticut’s commitment to our success.
We wish to thank Mayor David R. Martin and the City of
Stamford for their continued public-private partnership
with us – assisting us with capital and operating support
with the clear  understanding of our value and economic
 development  impact. We are deeply grateful.

Here’s to another wonderful year of service and to our
 magnificent future! In the following pages, you will see terrific
outcomes from our collective work together in 2016.17.
Melissa and I hope all of you will join with us for another
year of enrichment and engagement. You and your families
are vital to our success.

With warmest thanks for of your continued support and
 delight in the SM&NC!
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During 2016 - 17, the Stamford Museum & Nature
Center enjoyed the support of over 750 volunteers,
who collectively donated 9,100 hours of their time.
Some highlights of our volunteer program include:

In good weather and bad, volunteers assisted the
staff on Heckscher Farm with all daily aspects of
animal care and general maintenance. 

A virtual army of youth and adult volunteers kept our
festivals and special events running smoothly by
 helping with food tents, arts & crafts, demonstrations,
face painting, hayrides, attendance counting, parking,
monitoring the galleries, and more. 

The 20th Annual Food & Wine Celebration was a
great success due to the tireless efforts of our
volunteer Wine Tasting Committee, who worked from
November through June to plan and execute this
fabulous fundraising event.

A dedicated group of individual volunteers came to
our offices every week to help with mailings, data
entry, computer research, and other administrative
tasks.

The SM&NC was fortunate to have the support of
local corporations such as Ernst & Young, Frontier
Communications, Indeed, JP Morgan Chase, Legg
Mason, Pitney Bowes, RSM US, and State Street
Global Advisors. These generous corporate partners
not only supplied almost 500 hours of volunteer
service, but in many cases also provided funds to
purchase the necessary materials. These groups

painted exterior and interior spaces; planted trees,
bushes and flowers; maintained our trails; weeded;
stacked firewood for the maple sugar house; spread
wood chips; erected fences; and so much more. 

Other groups such as Future Five, University of
Michigan Alumni, the Stamford Garden Club,
Brunswick School, Boy Scouts of America, and the
BiCultural Day School pitched in with a wide variety
of projects.

We thank all the corporate groups, school groups,
families and individuals who offer their help
throughout the year. It’s because of you that our
festivals, programs, special events, and overall
mission continue to thrive.

Volunteers & Community Support

Volunteers from Pitney Bowes, Inc.

Volunteers from the University of Michigan Alumni Association. Our Junior Curators program gives children the opportunity to learn
about service, animal care, and farm life.
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For the 7th consecutive year, the reach of our
 signature education program, SM&NC Aligned-With-
the-Schools, saw another year of growth. Almost
38,000 students, from 144 schools and organizations,
participated in our school and afterschool programs
within the 2016.17 school year. We saw an increase
in farm-based education and geography and social
 studies classes, with our seasonal stars Maple
 Syrupping and Apple Cider continuing to remain
strong. Our team of Environmental and Farm
educators delivered 1,725 programs in total, a
4.5 percent increase. Both in-school and on-site
programs saw approximate 4 percent increases in
programming respectively. 

Our educational programming continues to expand
through our area communities, with students from
New Haven to New York City visiting our site for
immersive opportunities to explore, learn, and
discover. Once again, the generous support of local
foundations allowed us to provide transportation to
more than 1,000 area students who otherwise would
not have the opportunity to visit the SM&NC. We also
completed the second year of a program with the City
of Stamford introducing the Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) to Stamford elementary schools.
Last year every Stamford 1st grader came to the
SM&NC for an interactive program on insects,
focusing on the differences between the structure
and function of terrestrial and aquatic insects. 

Through contract programming, the SM&NC
education staff is able to provide hands-on
environmental education experiences throughout the
school year. With schools such as Stanwich, Selma
Maisel Nursery School, Childcare Learning Centers,
and the Children’s School, we are able to build on
curricula through regular visits with students from
September-June. Our Discovery Spaces, areas within
the school maintained by SM&NC and designed with
live animals or science activities, allow for another
level of interaction with schools. 

Our Heckscher WILD! Exhibit continues to be a
strong draw for both school groups and public
visitors. We again welcomed over 37,000 visitors to
the exhibit this year, totaling almost 100,000 people
since opening in 2015. Our 40-plus species of
teaching animals from across the globe provide
visitors with amazing opportunities for interactions
through feedings, demonstrations, and other
programming. 

Our Art, Nature & Me Preschool completed another
year as the area’s premier nature-and play-based
school for area preschoolers. Over 100 three-and
four-year olds attended two, three, or five days a
week in morning and afternoon sessions, led by our
team of amazing Early Childhood Educators. 

Our Educational Footprint

Malinda Sears, Environmental Education Supervisor, teaches a class about exotic animals in Heckscher WILD!
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Our annual family exhibitions schedule continues to
follow the successful seasonal rhythm of exhibitions
that feature art, natural history, and American pop
culture.

Two live ant farms were the highlight of the
FARMERS, WARRIORS, BUILDERS: The Secret Life of
Ants summer exhibition presented by the

Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibitions Service.
The fall featured a spectacular international festival
of art, music, food, and cultural exchange for the
opening of the Art of LOLITA Valderrama Savage:
Nature of Tuscany, Stamford & Beyond featuring
original impressionistic landscapes by internationally
acclaimed artist and Stamford resident Lolita
Valderrama Savage. Superheroes saved the day in
the 4th annual BILLION BRICKS: Super Heroes in
Gotham LEGO exhibition that featured brick-built
models of iconic New York City buildings as well as
Wayne Manor, Clark Kent’s childhood farm, and five
different versions of the Batmobile. Spring brought
an amazing collection of photographs by the Women
Photographers of Connecticut in POWERFUL YET
FRAGILE: Waterways of Connecticut. A delightful
“pop-up” exhibition kicked off the opening of the new
ReClaimed ReCreations Makerspace in the former
Children’s Corner. “Bella the Bride”, a wedding dress
created from TYVEK by artist Nancy Judd and lent by
Terri Shank of Beacon Converters, Inc., was featured
in the Bendel Gallery along with a recycled art piece,
“Letting Loose” by local artist, June Ahrens.

Art & Material Culture Exhibitions

Christel Truglia, Lolita Valderrama Savage, Melissa H. Mulrooney,
Governor Dannel P. Malloy, and State Senator Carlo Leone at the
Opening Reception for Art of LOLITA Valderrama Savage: Nature of
Tuscany, Stamford & Beyond.

• “Portrait of Monsieur Wolf” was the focus of a
Curator’s Talk by Kirsten Reinhardt (formerly
Brophy) at the “John Singer Sargent…Accepts with
Pleasure” exhibition held in the H. Pelham Curtis
Gallery at the New Canaan Public Library on
October 15, 2016.

• The permanent collection was the cover story of
the Sunday Arts & Style Section of the Advocate on
Sunday November 20, 2016. 

• “Midsummer, Montclair, NJ” by Alexander Wust
was the focus of a Curator’s Talk, “Fakes, Forgeries
& Misrepresentations” by Kirsten Reinhardt, at the
Loft Artists Landscape Painting Exhibition opening
on January 5, 2017.

• Fourteen works of art and historical objects from
the collection were featured at the First Annual
Benefit Dinner held on March 9, 2017 at the
Rockrimmon Country Club in Stamford. Highlights
were the pedal cars, a print by Krushenick,
paintings by Drewes and Foote, as well as
sculptures by Nakian, Borglum, and Polasek.

• A signed sketch of a female nude by Raphael Soyer
was a Museum purchase. Two oil paintings
(portraits) by noted Stamford artist Loran F. Wilford
and one oil painting (landscape) by noted Stamford
artist Delos Palmer were donated by Stamford
resident and WWII veteran, Frank J. Agastino. 

• All of the identified books from the library of
naturalist Edward F. Bigelow (44.26.1-300+) were
deaccessioned and transferred to the archives of
the Bruce Museum. Five paintings and 42 prints,
originally deaccessioned in 2007-2008, were
auctioned at the Stair Gallery in Hudson, NY.

Alexander Wust, Midsummer, Montclair, NJ, circa 1873.

SM&NC Permanent Collections
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Another set of seasons has passed on our productive
Heckscher Farm; a year that saw changes and
growth. Our maple season reminded us how much
nature is “in charge” as we produced only 32 gallons
of syrup this year due to the challenges brought
by the weather. Staff did a full inventory of our
sugarbush areas, retiring some trees and adding
new trees to the tap list in preparation for the 2018
season. Cheshire Barn, one of the jewels of
Heckscher Farm, received new windows, due to a
generous grant from the New Canaan Community
Foundation. Our Organic vegetable garden grew to
new heights as staff experimented with vertical
structures to increase variety and yield. Over a half
dozen species of varietal corn was grown to coincide
with our summer Maize: Mysteries of an Ancient Grain
exhibition, and all summer these crops provided food
for animals, staff, and programming. 

The farm welcomed 16 chicks, 8 ducklings, 17 kids,
16 lambs, and Meg, the first alpaca cria born on
the farm in 13 years. We also saw the first year of
Heckscher Farmers, a program designed to give
summer campers in grades 1-4, a small-group,
hands-on experience in farming. The program was
met with resounding success with a 100% enrollment
with wait list. 

Our SM&NC Sunday Farm Market kicked off
another successful year, with great new vendors
and returning favorites. The Heckscher Farm stand
sold our own eggs, wool, and syrup, as well as items
like meat and milk, in partnership with other local
farms. Our market-based Edible Science series
bridged food and science, as participants discovered
secrets of their favorite foods, such as elasticity of
dough, while exploring where our food comes from. 

Heckscher Farm

Visitors enjoyed supporting local businesses at our Sunday Farm
Market this summer.

Meg, the first alpaca cria born on the farm in 13 years, with
mother Rosie.
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The work to maintain and improve our 118 acre site
never ceases. This past fiscal year saw the planning
of several large-scale projects which will benefit the
space and our members and visitors for years to
come. One such project was the demolition and
reconstruction of new handicap bathrooms at
Heckscher WILD!, along with the construction of a
new Chicken Coop, currently being renovated by
Tancreti Construction. Work is also underway, by
Montagno Construction, for building the new SM&NC

Farmhouse and Environmental Education Center,
in addition to new paddocks and parking area in
coordination with the City of Stamford. Tied to this
project is the creation of a new surface area,
including a new 20 yard storage container, for sugar
maple equipment to be stored during construction.
This construction will be a major asset to our site
and will greatly improve the visiting experience for
individuals and families as well as school groups. 

Capital Improvements

Facility Rentals & Private Events
The Stamford Museum & Nature Center remains a
popular spot for individuals and businesses to hold
their private and corporate events. During the past
fiscal year we hosted 4,487 attendees at 65 private
events, maintaining the Facility Use growth we have
achieved over the past few years. Clients appreciate
the flexibility that the SM&NC’s unique site allows.
With different indoor and outdoor spaces for groups
large and small, we were able to provide a space to

suit each individual’s needs. The Bendel Mansion
provides a beautiful backdrop for wedding ceremonies,
and we were delighted to welcome sixteen couples
into our space for their special day. Our Wheels in
the Woods picnic area was the perfect setting for
both corporate retreats and family gatherings last
year. Other events we hosted include corporate
meetings, professional society dinners, wedding
showers, tea parties, and parent socials.
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201,373 VISITORS
enjoyed the wonders of
our  extraordinary site
last year

35,144 ARTS & CULTURE
ENTHUSIASTS

viewed the exhibitions in
our Museum Galleries

34,673 STUDENTS
from 144 schools participated in
1,725 SM&NC Aligned-With-The-
Schools Educational programs

2,563 MEMBER HOUSEHOLDS
enjoyed the benefits of
SM&NC Membership

575 CHILDREN
participated in
our summer camp

3,285 BALES OF HAY
were fed to our animals

21,512 MEMBERS & GUESTS
enjoyed our seasonal festival
weekends and public events

 

752 VOLUNTEERS
supported the SM&NC’s  programs, events
& upkeep with 9,121 hours of service

915 ADVENTURERS
explored the outdoors as part
of our “Take a Hike” week

37,847 VISITORS

5,896 FRIENDS
like us on Facebook

 

interacted with live plants and
animals at Heckscher WILD!

SM&NC By The Numbers 2016.17
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As one of the largest nature-based
educational institutions in the state,
and the largest in the City of
Stamford, our mission is to inspire
creativity, foster self-discovery, and
promote environmental
stewardship. Today, the Stamford Museum & Nature
Center is a vital cultural and educational resource for
Connecticut, as well as a focal point for family activity
and interaction.

Through our exceptional educational programs,
family festival weekends, museum exhibitions,
working New England farm, 80-acres of nature trails,
and certified Art, Nature & Me Preschool, we are the
model for experiential education and creating lasting
memories for individuals of all ages.  

Over the years, we have creatively adapted our
facilities to meet the growing needs of the community.
We have used capital funds wisely and responsibly to
renovate buildings to make the most of each 

educational area of our campus. However,
though we have grown by more than 100
percent in the last 10 years, there has not
been a new program building added to
our campus in five decades.

We embarked on a Master Planning
process in 2008. Over a two-year period, we developed
a visionary design to identify critically needed
infrastructure, capital improvements, and enriched
educational and public spaces to build future capacity
for the SM&NC.

In 2016.17, the Capital
Campaign Steering
Committee, chaired by
Michael & Carol Fedele,
has worked diligently on
the quiet, leadership gift
phase to lift off this
important $15 million
campaign. 

Phase One: The Environmental Education Farmhouse
The Environmental Education Farmhouse (4,000 sf)
is an immediate capacity-builder to develop a suite
of new signature programs, with projected 58%
growth in educational service in our first three years.
The Farmhouse will be the first education building
addition to the property in over 50 years and will
serve our highly successful SM&NC-Aligned-With-

Our-Schools curriculum, family, camp, and adult
enrichment programs at an iconic location
overlooking the pastures of Heckscher Farm. 

Relocation and construction of a new Maple Sugar &
Cidering House captures additional 13% growth in
multi-season programming that will complement the
traditions of a working New England farm.

Michael and Carol Fedele,
chairs of the Capital Campaign
Steering Committee.
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New Environmental Education
Farmhouse on Heckscher Farm
• Construction of the new Farmhouse Education Center

• Relocation and construction of the Maple Sugar &
Apple Cidering House.

• Renovation/redesign to the North Parking Lot with
new perimeter fencing for safety and security.

• New roadways with enhanced secure entrance to
Heckscher Farm and additional Admissions Booth.

• Clearing and addition of two (2) new pastures off
existing service road to add to our heritage breeds.

What Will Happen Inside?
• Enriched School, Scout, and Camp Programs:

The Farmhouse will be central hub and vital indoor
gathering space to grow nature and agricultural
experiential learning on-site in colder months. The
Farmhouse Plaza creates a home base gathering
space for the Explorers Full Day Camp to build
upon  2-4th grade and a new 5th-7th grade camp
which will have weekly day-trip components.
We will accommodate expanded general scout
programs with overnight programs added to our
repertoire.

• Youth and Family Programs: Expansion of our
popular on-site after school programs such as
What’s For Dinner? and our public programs like
Family Farm Fridays, as well as new farm-to-table

based programs for families. A larger space
situated on the farm will allow for larger groups to
gather in all weather conditions for lectures,
demonstrations, and hands-on learning that is
simply not available currently. Located in a high
traffic area, the new Farmhouse and Plaza will
serve as a central area for food options on Festival
Weekends and an all-weather demonstration area
for exhibitors and hands-on activities.

• Teacher Training/Professional Development:
We will present workshops, lectures, and hands-on
learning that enhances their knowledge and
teaching skills modelled after Shelburne Farms,
the Farm-Based Education Network (FBEN)
conference, and Northeast Environmental
Education Association (NEEEA) annual conference.
Stamford is very well suited for this because of its
central location between Boston and New York and
its variety of accommodations for visitors. 

• New Salon Series of Signature Cultural & Social
Programs for adults to connect to Heckscher Farm.
“Get Your Farm On” with a mobile demonstration
kitchen where we will showcase local chefs,
cooking demonstrations, and Backyard Farmer
demonstrations, such as canning and cheese making.
This also allows for “pop-up” restaurants and guest
chefs. The large space can also accommodate
expanded Farm to Table suppers, landscape design
and gardening programs, author talks and book
signings, lectures, and boutique concerts.

Phase Two: The Astronomy & Physical Science Center
Our second component of the Campaign for Future
Generations is an Astronomy & Physical Science
Center that will bring our state-of-the-art
Planetarium and Observatory programs under one
roof for the first time in our history. This project is
still in concept as we continue our fundraising
efforts, but here’s a sense of what we have planned.

The Astronomy & Physical Science Center (8,000 sf)
combines the SM&NC Observatory with a full
Planetarium auditorium to function as the center for
STEAM education [Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts & Astronomy, and Math]. Our physical science
offerings will be expanded into a hands-on “learning
lab” encompassing school programs, summer camp
opportunities, public programs, adult enrichment, and
family programs. We calculate 84% growth in multi-
generational science programming over three years.  

This state-of the-art astronomy and science
destination will be a powerful Cultural Tourism asset

for the State of Connecticut and City of Stamford. Our
enhanced science curriculum will support the State
of Connecticut Standards and the New Generation
Science Standards, enabling the SM&NC to become
a distinguished regional leader in science education.

To learn more about the Campaign for
Future Generations, please visit
www.smnccapitalcampaign.org  
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Business Affiliate members of the Stamford Museum
& Nature Center are an influential, committed, and
engaged group of business leaders, both global and
local, who are aligned with our mission to bring the
wonders of art, nature, astronomy, and early
childhood education to the community. They wish
to advance the communities in which they live and
work, and demonstrate this by generously supporting
our education programs and mission.

Business Affiliate membership helps to support
our educational programs, which reached over
34,000 local students last year at 144 area schools.
Business Affiliates also support the SM&NC through
their sponsorship of Family Festival Weekends and
Events, like our Annual Oktoberfest and our Farm
to Table Suppers. Many corporate partners also
participate in corporate volunteer days helping to
plant trees, maintain trails, chop wood, and more. 

The Stamford Museum & Nature Center is grateful
to our Business Affiliate Members and their
partnership, and is honored to offer them genuine
quality-of-life benefits for their families, including
corporate family memberships, program
participation, and event planning. We are proud of
our Business Affiliates program and the exemplary
business leaders who are aligned with our success,
and look forward to adding additional local business
leaders to this influential group in the coming year.

Stand With Great Leaders

Aquarion Water Company
Bank of America
Bridgewater Associates, LP
Concord International

Investments Group, LP
Day Pitney, LLP
Eastern Land Management

Ernst & Young
Eversource Energy
F.D. Rich Company
First County Bank
General Reinsurance Corporation
MA-YI Theater Company
Nestle Waters North America

PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP
Pitney Bowes, Inc.
Purdue Pharma, LP
Reckson, A Division of SL Green

Realty Corporation
State Street Global Advisors
TLC, Beatrice, Inc.
UBS AG

We thank the following Stamford Museum & Nature Center Business Affiliates
members for their generous support over the past year.

Mary and Robert Granata at our Inaugural Benefit Dinner. Robert
Granata is President and Chief Operating Officer of First County
Bank, one of our premier Business Affiliates partners and Benefit
Dinner sponsors.
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Our Director’s Circle is a distinguished group of
individuals who are passionate about the development
of our community. Their generosity and commitment
to the Stamford Museum & Nature Center support
our holistic mission to bring the wonders of art,
culture, nature, astronomy, and education to our

community and the public. We thank all of our
Director’s Circle members for their enduring support.

For more information about becoming a member of
the Director’s Circle, contact the Membership
Department at 203.977.6533.

Director’s Circle members: Stephen A. Cohen, Carol and Michael Fedele, Lynn Villency Cohen, and Melissa Mulrooney at the Inaugural
SM&NC Benefit Dinner on March 9, 2017.

Karen and David Alexander
William and Katherine Aron
Virginia Benemio
Susan and James Brewer
Erin and Jim Bria
Lisa Tannebaum and
Donald Brownstein

Marilyn Clements
Lynn and Stephen Cohen
Carol Collins
Stephen Corman
Harry Day
Denise and Nicola Doria
James Duffy
Sara and Michael Elkin
Carol and Michael Fedele
Naomi and Joel Freedman

Jennifer and Edward Gannon
Mary and Michael Green
Monika and Peter Greenleaf
Dale and Stephen Hoffman
Constance and Bruce Hubbard
Mary and Martin Jacobson
Karen M. Kelly
Stefanie and William Kies III
Susan Cullman and John Kirby
Audrey and William Knobloch
Celeste Frye and Thomas Lintern
Eleanor and Morton Lowenthal
Brenda and Gerrit Lydecker
Peter and Isabel Malkin
Barbara Malloy
Melissa H. Mulrooney
Sonja and Von Narcisse

Deborah and Robert Neiman
Jane Norgren
Christine K. Owens
Patricia and Robert Phillips
Pauline Rauh
June Rosenthal
Lyndsay and Mead Rust
Katherine and Peter Sachs
Lolita and Frank Savage
Tessa and Stephen Schatteman
Betsey and Arthur Selkowitz
Marsha Shendell
Claudia and Keith Silver
Jennifer and Peter Sommerfield
Merle Spiegel
Shelley Taylor and David Swerdloff
Karen and Warren Tom
Lisa and Paul Welch 

Director’s Circle Members 2016.17
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The Stamford Museum & Nature Center’s Inaugural
Benefit Dinner at Rockrimmon Country Club on
March 9, 2017, was a tremendous success. Many
good friends and generous supporters of the SM&NC
enjoyed viewing artwork from our Permanent
Collections, up-close and personal visits with
animals from Heckscher WILD! and the Heckscher
Farm, delicious cocktails and dinner, and a video
presentation created by SM&NC college intern
Sarah Krufke.

Our thanks to all who helped create such a
wonderful evening, notably Lynn Villency Cohen,
Chair of the Benefit Dinner, and our distinguished
Benefit Committee members: Mr. and Mrs. William
Aron, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Cohen, Mr. Stephen

Corman, Mr. Harry D. Day, Mr. and Mrs. Adam
DeChiara, the Honorable and Mrs. Michael Fedele,
Mr. and Mrs. William Knobloch, Mr. and Mrs. Larry
Kravetz, Ms. Loida Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Morton
Lowenthal, Mr. and Mrs. Von Narcisse, Mr. Jorge
Ortoll, Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Phillips, Mr. and
Mrs. Lee Rizzuto, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Selkowitz,
Ms. Marsha Shendell and Mr. Mohamed Younes. 

We also thank our Sponsors, including Day Pitney
LLP, Ernst & Young, First County Bank, and Barbara
B. Malloy.

The Benefit Dinner was a special kick-off event for
the SM&NC’s signature fundraiser of the year, the
20th Annual Food & Wine Celebration on Friday,
June 2, 2017.

Inaugural Benefit Dinner

The Stamford Museum & Nature Center welcomed
over 300 supporters to the 20th Annual Food & Wine
Celebration on Friday, June 2, 2017. This festive
fundraising celebration and silent auction is held
annually to benefit the SM&NC’s programs which
serve thousands of children and families every year.

On a beautiful spring evening, guests tasted artisanal
foods courtesy of local caterers and restaurants,
sampled fine wines from a variety of notable vintners,
perused an exciting selection of silent auction items,

and enjoyed a new twist to the evening – Dancing in
the Mansion!

We recognize and applaud the following volunteer
members of the 20th Annual Food & Wine
Committee for their dedication and months of hard
work leading up to this event: Leslie Bruzik, Connie
Hubbard, Holly Hyman, Cynthia L. Mammone, Laura
Martino, Lee Morgan, Scott M. O’Connor, Lauren
Ruberg, Sara Sherlock and Nicole Shanahan.

20th Annual Wine Tasting

Patricia Phillips gets an up-close look at Willow, our resident
teaching Barred Owl.

Denise Rizzuto, Sandy Goldstein, Lee Rizzuto, and Michael and
Maureen Cacace at our Inaugural Benefit Dinner.
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We are grateful to our Sponsors, Honorary Benefit Committee,
In-Kind Sponsors, Auction Donors, Journal Sponsors, and

Food and Beverage providers for their generous support
of this memorable and successful event.

Silver
Day Pitney, LLP

Reckson, a Division of SL Green
Realty Corporation

State Street Global Advisors

Bronze
Cadillac

Eastern Land Management, Inc.
F.D. Rich Company
First County Bank

O'Connor Davies, LLP
Ms. Barbara Malloy
Pitney Bowes, Inc.

JOURNAL SPONSORS
Aladdin Services, LLC
Ardaso
Cacace, Tusch & Santagata
David’s Soundview Catering
LaRocca’s Country Market
Life Cycle
Marni Ansellem, Ph.D., Smart Health Psychology
Ma-Yi Theater Company
Reddi Rooster
Silver Golub & Teitell, LLP
The Children’s School
The Professional Associates

IN-KIND SPONSORS
BevMax
JSmart Cookies
K. P. Events Group
Moffley Media
Nestle Waters
Purdue Pharma LP
Verilux, Inc.
Smith Party Rentals

FEATURED CATERERS AND RESTAURANTS
A&S Fine Foods
Best in Gourmet
California Pizza Kitchen
David's Soundview Catering
Festivities
Fiesta on Main
LaRocca’s Country Market
Natwerks
Nikki Glekas Events
Palmer's
Savory Gourmet Catering
Seasonal Catering
Some Things Fishy Catering, LTD
Susan Kane Catering
Sweet Creations

FEATURED VINTNERS
BMC Imports
BarSol Pisco
Brescome Barton
Connecticut Distributor, Inc.
Eder Brothers
Hartley & Parker
Latitude Beverage Co.
Maison Louis Latour
Michelangelo Selections
Northeast Beverage Corp.
Slocum & Sons
Worldwide Wines

AUCTION DONORS
12 M Yacht Development Foundation
Ardaso
Barcelona Wine Bar
Beardsley Zoo
Benefit Cosmetics
Callari Auto Group
Caramoor
Coalhouse Pizza
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Cohen
Columbus Park Trattoria
County TV & Appliance
Culinary Works
Designs by Lee
Dooney & Bourke
Garden Catering
Greenwich Auction - Connecticut Antique Center
Greg Walker
Heart of Gold
Jay and Ray 
Keough's Paint & Hardware
Lapine, Inc.
Lynn Evans Potpourri Designs
Mackenzies Bar & Grill
Madonia Restaurant
Marcia Selden Catering

Michelinas Pizza
Mint Nails
Mr. Scott O'Connor
Noble Salon
Peter Suchy Jewelers
Ridgefield Playhouse
Robotti Complete Property Care
Lolita Valderrama Savage
Scurvy Dogs Woodworking
Second Chance
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Selkowitz
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Smith
Stamford Museum & Nature Center Quilters
Stamford Symphony
Stamford Toys
Sterling Farms Golf Course
Summer Theatre of New Canaan
Tequila Mockingbird
Tim Shanahan
Towpath Antique Center
United Housewrecking
Westport Country Playhouse
Wusthof Outlet Store

Lynn Villency Cohen, Chairperson  
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Aron

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Cohen
Mr. Stephen Corman 

Mr. Harry D. Day 
Mr. and Mrs. Adam DeChiara

The Honorable and Mrs. Michael Fedele 
Mr. and Mrs. William Knobloch 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Kravetz 
Ms. Loida Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Lowenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Von Narcisse

Mr. Jorge Ortoll
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Phillips 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Rizzuto 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Selkowitz

Ms. Marsha Shendell 
Mr. Mohamed Younes

EVENT SPONSORS

BENEFIT COMMITTEE



Platinum
Ernst & Young

Donald Brownstein & Lisa Tannebaum

William M. Aron, Harry D. Day, and Mary L. Fedeli at the
20th Annual Food & Wine Celebration.
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SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Contributions                                                      $  368,000

Membership                                                          259,000 

Pre-School Program                                          621,000 

Camp, School Group &
Other Education Programs                                  388,000 

Admission, Events & Facility Use                      455,000 

City of Stamford                                                  1,174,300 

Total Revenues                                                      $3,265,300

EXPENSES

Compensation & Benefits                                $2,095,000

Professional Services                                        305,000 

Equipment & Supplies                                        237,000 

Exhibitions, Education Programs,
& Site Operations                                                  611,000 

Net Reserve                                                              17,300 

Total Expenses                                                        $3,265,300 

The Stamford Museum & Nature Center
has finished the 2016.17 fiscal year on
sound footing, recording an 11th
consecutive year of balanced budgets. 

Annually, we must raise 64% of our funds
from corporate, foundation, and individual
supports to operate this remarkable
118-acre property.

We thank all of our supporters, members,
and participants for your generous,
ongoing contributions.

Financials

Contributions
11%

City of Stamford
36%

Admission, Events
& Facility Use

14%

Membership
8%

Camp, School Group &
Other Education  Programs

12%

SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Pre-School Program
19%
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The Stamford Museum & Nature Center is eternally grateful to those individuals and organizations that support
our mission through the Annual Appeal, fundraising events, and other contributions and make it possible for us to
provide a fun-filled educational and cultural resource throughout the year.

Donor List

Legacy
First County Bank
Audrey and William R. Knobloch
Oaklawn Foundation
June Rosenthal
Aureo Sales

Diamond
Lisa Tannebaum and Donald Brownstein
Ernst and Young
Naomi and Joel Freedman
Roslyn and Elliot Jaffe
Purdue Pharma
Reckson, a Division of SL Green Realty Corp.
UBS AG

Platinum
Sophia and Andrews Adade
Peter Ahrens 
Katherine and William M. Aron
Virginia Benemio
BevMax
Pitney Bowes
Maureen and Michael J. Cacace
Claire L. Helsing Foundation
Marilyn T. Clements
Lynn Villency Cohen and Stephen A. Cohen
Stephen Corman
Harry Day
Day Pitney
Susan and Adam DeChiara
Kristin Newkirk and Michael DeWalt
James J. Duffy
Eastern Land Management, Inc.
Sara and Michael Elkin
Eversource Energy
Fairfield County Community Foundation
Carol and Michael Fedele
Maria and Dennis Fedele
F. D. Rich Company
Amy and Howard Finkelstein
Nancy and Richard K. Freedman
The GE Foundation
General Reinsurance Corporation
Genesco Sports Enterprises, Inc.
Edward B. Goodnow 
Julie and Robert Graham Jr. 
Padmini and Sanjeev Gupta
Lisa and Michael Josephson
Karen M. Kelly
Patricia and Larry Kravetz
Leon N. Lapine Charitable Residuary Trust
Jessica and Jim Lawler
Loida Lewis
Nina and Norman M. Lotstein
Eleanor and Morton Lowenthal
The Lynch-Thompson Family
Mabel Burchard Fischer Grant Foundation
Barbara G. Malloy

David R. Martin
Judy and Leo Marzen
Valerie and Richard Mead
Philip K. Meyer
Cheryl and Bruce Moore
Melissa H. Mulrooney
Sonja and Von Narcisse
O'Connor, Davies, LLP
Jorge Z. Ortoll
Harley and Steve Osman
Patricia and Robert M. Phillips
Pauline S. Rauh
RecycleCT
Denise and Lee Rizzuto
Cindy Weirman and Franklin Rudd
Lyndsay and Mead Rust
Kathy and Peter G. Sachs
Judy Selby
Betsey and Arthur Selkowitz
Marsha J. Shendell
Ronnie Smith
Jennifer and Peter Sommerfield
State Street Global Advisors
Karen and Warren Tom
Lisa and Paul Welch
Edward A. Guyer and Douglas York
Mohamed S. Younes
Barbara and Salvatore F. Zichichi

Gold
Allison and Sean Adrian
Meighan Agosta 
June and Ronald Ahrens
Ingrid Akerblom
Aladdin Services, LLC
Juliet H. Forrester and Gilbert Alexandre
Peg Alston and Willis Burton 
Marni and David Amsellem
Beth Knight and Matthew C. Anderson
Rachel Anson
Jeri and Mark Appel
James L. Arata
Hilary Aronow
Linda Zohman Avellar and Joseph 
Avellar
Nadine and Paul Baccellieri
Catherine and Nicolas Bailey
Cristina Barnes 
The Bartels Family
Sandra Zaki-Basta and Andrew Basta
Karen and Eric P. Beiley
Jennifer and Kim Belton
Nancy and Bradford Benjamin
Lisa and Justin Bergner
Claudia Anne and Joseph Bilotti
Lee Morgan and John Black
Christy Carlin and Greg Black
Amanda and Abraham Blanco

Suzy and Lincoln Boehm
Virginia Boorom
Mary and Philip Borba
Kathleen Bordelon
Stacey B. Miller and Peter Bowes
Nicola Nieburg and Mark Boxall
Phillip Bradford
Pauline Willam-Brannigan and Jim

 Brannigan
Bridger Management, LLC
Marsha Brogan
Leslie and Michael Bruzik
Kamala and Tom Buckner
Karen and Seth Burston
Shawn Byles
Chace Calkin
Maria I. Elhauge and Enrique Calvo 
Johanna and Nathan Campbell
Cacace Tusch & Santagata
Ann Cassata
Juliana Castro
Doreen Chambers
Dianne and Anthony Cicchetti
David Cingari 
Carla Cinti
COEEA Fund, Inc.
Dorothy Coffey
William Cohee
Carole Hynes and Micheal Colabella 
Stephen Cole
Carol H. Collins
Debra and Francesco Conte
Jennifer and Rich Cooney
Lauren Mollica and John Courtney
Felice Shapiro and William Cress 
Ellen and Steven Crowley
Randie S. Katz and Larry R. Cryer
Nancy and Thomas R. Cuddeback
Emily and Alan Curry
Candace W. Cushing
Pasha and Jeff Dahncke
David's Soundview Catering
Patricia and Raymond Dayan
Joseph DeBartolo
Kathleen and Tom DeCruze
Carole and Joseph F. Dell'Aquila
Janet and Timothy Densky
Julie and Brian Dentel
Jeanne Dering
Lisa and Charles Dianis 
Susan DiMattia
Lorraine Ditesheim
Margaret Draper
Lois and Neil Dreyer
Susan and Paul Duarte
Harriet and Fredric Dulaney
Yvonne Paulin and Greg Durkin
Rosemary C. Durkin
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Lisa and Jared Durrse
Alexandra Earnley
Wendy Egan 
Laura Ekholm
Steven Elliot
Lolita L. and Victor Encarnacion
Sara and Matt Faranda
Christine Farrell
Melissa and Kevin Fay
Mary Fedeli
Robin and Lee Feld
Joan and Robert S. Fields
Kristin and Thomas Fletcher
Evelyn Veronica Follit
Rasheema and Michael Forbes
Laura and Blake Franchi
Doris and David Frattaroli
Natalee C. Pei and Thorstan Fries
Frontier Communications
Larissa Gethard
Laura and Dean Godown
Ken Goldberg
Sandy and Robert Goldstein
Bud Grebey
Maureen and Ryan Greene
Susan and William Gulliver
Christie Gummow
Sarah and Michael Handler
Jessica and Griffin Handley
Cindy Handy
Kerry and Ed Hannigan
Juanita and Neil Hartbarger
Ellen and Paul B. Harvey
Donna and Glenn H. Hascher
Alison and Edward Heitin
Camilla Herrera
Mary Kate and Charles Higham
Janet S. Himel
Monique and Don Hitlin
Dale and Stephen Hoffman
Gail Grosso Hofmann and Richard Hofmann
Jeanne and Peter M. Hosinski
Constance and Bruce Hubbard
Juanita Forsythe and Stanley Hunter
Stacy Hunter 
Eileen and Tom Hynes
IBM International Foundation
Stefanie and William Kies III
Teresa and Michael Innaurato
Dawn Nolte-Ipp and Barry Ipp
Susan and Jed Isaacs
Vicki Wray and Ron Jaco
Maria Jacobson
Jennifer and David Jaehnig
Catherine Jarvis
John Wiley & Sons
Charles Judd
Sara Sherlock and Jason Karbel
Anne and Mitchell Katcher
Julia and Markus Kemmerer
Samantha Kempster
Sandra and Robert Kile
Susan Johnson and Randy Kinder
Emma and William King
Bonnie and Henry J. Klaassens
Cathy and Peter Klein
Andrea and Joseph Kopilak
Mariann Covello and Kenneth A. Kosakoff 
Mallory and Tara Kulis

Danielle and Avi Kwalwasser
Valeria and Jason LaBranche
Rebecca and Nick Lai
Stephanie and Mark Langer
Cynthia and Daniel Lannon
Tommy LaRocca 
LaRocca's Country Market
Karen and Ryan LaRue
Randi and Peter Leeds
Sondra and Louis Levine
Carol and Jon Lieber
Enid and Steven P. Lieberman
Life Cycle
Flavia and Gregory Lodato
Joseph Francis Lombardo
Eric Lotstein
Tal Lubochinski
Brenda and Gerrit V. Lydecker
Nicole MacKenzie
Justine and John Macurdy
Audrey and William H. Magruder
Zaira and Owen Mahon
Isabel and Peter Malkin
Philomena and John Mallozzi
Cynthia and Michael Mammone
Marisa and Jason Manos
Martin DeCruze & Co.
Candace McCarthy 
Terri McCartney
Patrick McClure
Fulvia and Robert McCrie
Susan and Michael McKay
Christine and Christopher Meek
Man Yee and David Merl
Metro Guard
Ruth Balladares and Brian Miklos
Cori and Richard Miller
Michael Miller
Elizabeth and Tad Miyoshi
Colleen and Mike Moisio
Jane and Philip Molstre
Norma Montalvo
Dana and Johnny Montanez
Mary and Garry Morton
Margaret Davis and Matthew Murphy
Maureen Murphy
Alghashiyah and Sadiq Murray
Roxana and Mark Nadolny
Darlene Negbenebor
Neil & Sandra DeFeo Family Foundation
Deborah and Robert A. Neiman
Christine and Scott O'Connor
Cheryl Drechsel-Orlandi and David Orlandi
Christine Owens
Kevin Paige
Lillian Pandolf
Park Avenue School-Dual Language 
Academy NY Second Graders
Sayo and Greg Pavone
Donna Praiss and Frank Persico
Merima and Ryan Peterkin
Alyson Piro
Shelby Reynolds and Vaj Potenza
Hana and John Povetz
Lindsey and Brian Powell
Professional Associates
Allison and Mark Radzin
Betsy and Bill Raftery
H. Lewis Rapaport

Hilde and Arthur Ratzel
Reddi Rooster
Judi and James Reedy
Christopher Rendell
Joyce and Jay Riemer
Linda S. Ritch
Carol and Erwin Riven
Betty and Daniel Roberts
Jamie and Aaron Rose
Tami M. Amiri and Richard L. Rosenfeld
Marley Rosevear
Linda and Joe V. Rothman
Lauren and Matthew Ruberg
Gena and Brian Russo
Jennifer and Mostafa Sabet
Lolita and Frank Savage
Elizabeth and Austin Saypol
Kristen and Ryan Scaffe
Katie and Alexander Schaller
Tessa and Stephen Schatteman
S. G. Schimenti
Bette and Paul I. Schneiderman
Laura Schroeder
Myrna Anover and Richard Schuster
Zoe and Daniel Schwartz
Cindy Scope
Matthew Scudder
Sussane Sendelbach
Barbara and Paul Senecal
Jennifer and Rick Shaefer
Rob Shaffery
Angela and Josh Shamsi 
Nicole and Joe Shanahan
Frieda and Eugene Shapiro
M. Catherine Lynch and Douglas R. Sharp
Shelley and Don Sherer
Shippan Point Garden Club
Phyllis and Robert Shustak
Claudia and Keith Silver
Silver Golub & Teitell, LLP
Jane Silverman
Heidi and Mark Silverstein
Lynn and Matt Simpson
Leslie Singer
Susan Amis and Guy Gowrie Smith
Alison and James Soldano
Barbara and Herbert Soroca
Merle Spiegel
Meghan Springmeyer
Stamford Garden Club
Stanislaw Stepien
Ulrike and Tyler S. Stevens
Nancy Stillerman
David Stisser
Judy and John Stoddard
Robin and Kelvin Story
Lisa and Jason Strizver
Bala Sundaram and P. R. Sundaresan
Lauren Curry and Brandon Swafford
Dana Endicott and Dennis Sweeney
Shelley A. Taylor and David A. Swerdloff
Erna M. Szekeres
Donna and Richard Taber
Nicola Tarzia
Daniel E. Taylor
Michelle Houston and Tony Temerario
The Children's School
The Morse Family Foundation 
Thiemann-Wicker Family Foundation
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Mira and Rudolph Thomson
Julie and David Tobey
Tresa and Daniel Toscano
Toyota of Stamford
Christel Truglia
Carol and Paul Tusch 
Jessica Fisher and Andrew Urkowitz 
Christianne Contopoulos and Damon Vance
Joseph Vasta
Kathleen and Carlos Vela
Francois de Visscher
Laura Martino and Leo Vukelj 
Janine and Marcus Waldman
Greg Walker
Kristen and Chris Warner 
Rosa Portell and Louis Weinstock
Eileen and Chris Westfahl
Susan Eydenberg Westlake
Beverly Whiddon
Georgiana Donase White
Elisabeth Wilds
Juanita T. James and Dudley N. Williams
Susan and Nels Ylitalo
Ruth and Kenneth Yorke
Georgia and Peter Young
Irina Zhabinskaya and Mattias Zhabinskiy
Audrey Zinman

Silver
Gail and Jack Abrams
Jack Alexander
Kristen and Matt Andrews
Anonymous
Anna Antonelli
Agnieszka and Luis Baptista
Eucaris and Norberto Barroso
Jayne and Tom Benton
Alyce Bernstein
Albert Beson
Terry Blank
Madeline Bogdan
Angela Bollettieri
Scott Bounty
Erin Brinton
Mary Ann Brown
Margitta and Joe Brunner
Richard W. Burke
Patricia and Donald Case
Pamela Schmidt-Cavaliero and

Robert Cavaliero
Classy, Inc
Judy and Arthur Copeland
Paul DeBartolomeo
Karen Wellikoff and Robert DeFalco
Marina Pia DeLuca
Emily Derr
Anthony Devito III
Marion and Milton Drexler
Kerryann O'Malley and Peter Dreyer
Emily Elterich
Carlo Errico
Maria and Philip Fecher
Michael Feighan
Jay Fountain
Estelle Fruchtman
Melissa and Jay Gibbons
Janet and Robert Gold
Ellen and Bruce Gordon
Regan and Jason Graybill
Karen Hall
Susan and Robert Handler

Laura and David Harrington
Alison and Damien Harris
Constance and David Harvey
Diana and Peter Hughes
Stephen Ingulli
Francesca and Ned Joyce
Jane and Dean Kaplan
Lisa Willis and Alexander Klumac Jr.
Camille and Alan Kramer
Anya Kopchinsky
Themis and Victor Kudrin
Cynthia Kulis
Donna Kunz
Eva and Robert Levine
Margaret and Bernard Levy
Ruth and Louis Lovallo
Catherine Martin
Wendy and Peter McCabe
Elaine and Christopher McLeod
Ekaterina Yarmolovich and Michael Mehan
Joseph Melfi
Ellen and Joel Mellis
Jennifer and Harris Meth
Alexandra Rey and Benjamin Molina
Polly and Robert Morrow
Rosemarie and Arthur Morse
Rona Orenstein and David Moskowitz
Caroline Butler and Michael Mullally
Karen and Gary Neems
Beth and Bill Nickerson
Susan and Kurt Ostheimer
Alice Palombo
Mary Lee Santoro and Dennis Palumbo
Mia Passerelli
Michael Perrottelli
Amishi and Kishore Ponnavolu
Ellen Krinick-Porto and Myron Porto
Lauren and Michael Pote
Svetlana and Yevgeniy Printsev
Lori and Chan-Kook Rha
Sebastian Rivera
Elizabeth Pierson and Walter Rojowsky
Wendy Rosenblum
Daneen and Greg Roth
Sally and Allan Sacks
Molly and Peter Sanders
Cindy Potter and David Schmier
Matthew Seitz
Joy and Doug Seltzer
Carmela and John M. Senesky
Lauren Blank and Jami Sherwood 
Amy and Diane Sierpina
Teresa and Vinod Sinha
Sally and Robert Sluga
Scott Smith
Marie and Bruce Spaulding
Sandy and Morris Speter
Louise Stern
John Stone
Susan and Larry Stoogenke
Elizabeth and William Stowell
Margrith Tatarko
Gail and Stephen Trell
Steve Tung
Howard Urban
Irit Waldbaum
Jennifer and Chris Werely
Vicki Zacharewicz

The SM&NC would like to thank
those people and businesses
who made meaningful in-kind
 contributions to the site and
 organization.
Aladdin Services, LLC
All Glass Company, Inc.
Allan Klumac
Alpenhaus
BevMax
Bill Probert
Catalyst, Inc.
Charter Oak Brewing Company
Day Pitney, LLP
Dolores Marchese
Dr. Henry Rascoff
Fleisher's Craft Butchery
Grove Street Veterinary Hospital
Half Full Brewery
High Ridge Animal Hospital Juliska
K.P. Events Group
Loft Artists Association
Penny Tuminski
Rick Redniss, Redniss & Meade
Sign-A-Rama
Stamford Garden Club
South Wilton Veterinary Group
Star Meadow Farms
Summer Rain Sprinkler Systems, Inc.
Tap My Trees
Truelove Farms
Washington Carpet
Yama Ki Bonsai Society

The SM&NC expresses its
 enduring gratitude to the
 following foundations for the
 generosity they have shown in
supporting our mission.
Boehm Family Foundation
CT Department of Economic and

 Community Development
Day Family Foundation
Fairfield County Community Foundation
Fidelity Foundation
Garden Homes Fund
Glenn Howatt Foundation
Harry Day Charitable Fund
The Jaffe Family Foundation
Knobloch Family Foundation
Lone Pine Foundation
Mabel Burchard Fischer Grant Charitable

Foundation
Marilyn Clements Charitable Fund
Marjorie and Mabel Fund
Neil and Sandra DeFeo Family Foundation
New York Community Trust, Overbrook

Family Advised Fund 
Oaklawn Foundation
Rich Foundation
Rust Foundation
Selkowitz Family Foundation
The Summer Hill Foundation

This list reflects contributions made between
July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017. Every effort is
made to ensure the accurate recognition of our
donors. If you find that your name appears
incorrectly or if you were omitted from this
year’s list, please call the Development Office
at 203.977.6533.
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Fine fundraising celebrations with friends.
Your participation, care, and generosity have driven our successful service to children
and families in Stamford, Fairfield County, and beyond again this year. What a great
legacy all of you are helping sustain in the community with your support of the
 Stamford Museum & Nature Center. Let’s keep going together.

We are delighted to announce that the SM&NC Benefit Dinner is scheduled for
March 15, 2018 at Woodway Country Club and we look forward to hosting new
 supporters. This year’s Benefit Dinner will be themed to celebrate our progress
on the Environmental Education Farmhouse, a truly transformative addition to this
 extraordinary property. The Benefit Dinner gathers together a distinguished group of
major donors and leaders in our community for an evening of camaraderie, cultivation
and some great surprises.

Last year’s Benefit Dinner at Rockrimmon Country Club was hosted by William Aron,
President of the SM&NC Board and also President of the Rockrimmon Country Club.
The 2018 Benefit dinner will be hosted by Harry Day, President of Woodway Country
Club. Each have been so kind to shepherd this wonderful fundraiser.

We are so grateful to have Lynn Villency Cohen and Steve Corman Chairing this
very special fundraising dinner. All proceeds from our March Benefit Dinner and the
 fabulous 21st Annual Food & Wine Celebration set for Friday, June 1, 2018 will
benefit SM&NC’s mission to bring the wonders of art education, and the natural world
to  children and families. 

This year we are offering a “Two-for-One” ticketing package that includes both
the Benefit Dinner in March and the Food & Wine Celebration in June.  Further
 information can be found in this issue of NEXT on page 8.

Please mark your calendars!  I look forward to seeing you here soon and often!

OUR MISSION
The Stamford Museum &
 Nature Center is dedicated
to the preservation and
 interpretation of art and
 popular culture, the natural
and agricultural sciences,
and history. The Museum is a
vital cultural and educational
resource for the community,
and a focal point for multi-
generational family activity
and interaction. We seek
to inspire creativity,  foster
self-discovery,  promote
 environmental stewardship,
and nurture an appreciation
for lifelong learning through
exhibitions, educational
 programs, and special events
that enhance the visitor's
 experience of our unique site.
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Cover artwork: Laura Quinn Harris
“Lilac-crowned Amazon,” 2017

SM&NC leaders Harry Day, Executive Vice President; Melissa H. Mulrooney, Executive Director
& CEO; William M. Aron, President, Board of Directors

Melissa H. Mulrooney
Executive Director & CEO
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JANUARY
     15  Mon   11 am–3 pm           Winter Break Out Day: Build it, Make it!
     20  Sat     10 am–12 pm         Gerb-o-Matic Workshop: Make-and-Take Sculpting Event*
                        1 pm–3pm              (recommended for ages 8 and up)

FEBRUARY
     15  Thu    9:30 am–12 pm      Vacation Drop-off Program*
     15  Thu    10:30 am–3 pm      Winter Home School Day: Fire & Earth*
     16  Fri      9:30 am–12 pm      Vacation Drop-off Program*
     19  Mon   11 am–3 pm           Winter Break Out Day: Winter on the Farm
     23  Fri      6–8 pm                    Birds in Art Opening Reception
     25  Sun    3–4:30 pm               Outdoor Adventures: Extreme Maple Syrupping*

MARCH
       3  Sat     11 am–3 pm           Maple Sugar Festival Weekend
       4  Sun    11 am–3 pm           Maple Sugar Festival Weekend; Pancake Breakfast
     15  Thu    6 pm                        2nd Annual Benefit Dinner*
     23  Fri      7–8:30 pm               Outdoor Adventures: Amphibian Amble, Session I*
     23  Fri      7 pm                        Astronomy Nights: Starbirth in the March Sky , featuring

the Orion Nebula & the Beehive Cluster
     24  Sat     11 am–4:30 pm      Forest Easter Egg Adventure*
     25  Sun    11 am–4:30 pm      Forest Easter Egg Adventure*
     31  Sat     11 am–4:30 pm      Forest Easter Egg Adventure*

APRIL
       6  Fri      7–8:30 pm               Outdoor Adventures: Amphibian Amble, Session II*
     10  Tue                                      Take-a-Hike Week: Forest Adventure Day
     11  Wed                                     Take-a-Hike Week: RecycleMania Day
     11  Wed    1–2 pm                    Trash to Tunes with Dennis Waring*
     12  Thu                                     Take-a-Hike Week: Wings & Water Day
     20  Fri      7 pm                        Astronomy Nights: The Moon Village: living at an

 International Moon base
     24  Tue     10:30 am–3 pm      Spring Home School Day: Air & Water*

* Pre-registration and pre-payment are required

Events in Brief

ONGOING
GERBERICH’S GADGETS: Best of Springs, Sprockets & Pulleys exhibition

Saturday, November 18, 2017–Saturday, February 3, 2018
Sunday Explorers

Sundays, January 21–February 25, 1–4 pm
BIRDS IN ART exhibition

Saturday, February 24, 2018–Monday, May 28, 2018
March WILDness at Heckscher WILD!

Saturday, March 3–Saturday, April 7 (drop in during Heckscher WILD! hours)
April Adventures

Sundays, April 8–April 29, 1–4 pm

Birds in Art exhibition
Saturday, February 24, 2018 –

Monday, May 28, 2018

Registration for SM&NC’s 2018 Summer Camp programs
opens February 2 for Family Plus & above members and
February 19 for open registration.  All information will be
available online (no brochures will be sent this year).

SAVE 
THE 

DATE!
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Winter Break Out Day:
Build it, Make it!
Monday, January 15, 11 am–3 pm
Join us for the first of our two Winter Break Out Days and
a return of one of our most popular themes! Challenge
 yourself with a scavenger hunt in our winter exhibition,
 Gerberich’s Gadgets: Best of Springs, Sprockets & Pulleys.
Create with LEGO® bricks and recycled materials, build your
own catapult, and make your own slime. At 2:30, join us on
the meadow to build your favorite campfire treat – S’mores!

Winter Break Out Day:
Winter on the Farm
Monday, February 19, 11 am–3 pm
Discover what is happening on Heckscher Farm in the
 winter! Visit our Maple Sugarhouse and see how the season
is progressing, complete a farm scavenger hunt, try your
hand at spinning wool, and meet some of the residents of
Heckscher Farm! Make your own butter, create some great
crafts, and join us at 2:30 for one of our favorite winter
treats – vanilla ice cream with SM&NC’s own maple syrup! 

Winter Break Out Days
No school? No problem! Enjoy a day of special programs and self-guided activities for all ages during these school vacation
days. Come for a few activities or stay for the day. The complete schedule of events will be posted on site and on
 stamfordmuseum.org. Registration is not necessary.

SM&NC Members: FREE | Non-members: Included with gate admission

Take-A-Hike Week
Tuesday, April 10–Thursday, April 12
Get outside and join us for our annual Take-a-Hike Week programming! Again this year, join us for awesome themed days
that include outdoor adventures, hikes, and self-guided crafts. Pick up your 2018 passport to collect stamps and prizes!
A full list of programs will be available on our website prior to Take-a-Hike Week, but here’s what’s in store for each day: 

Trash to Tunes with Dennis Waring Wednesday, April 11, 1–2 pm
Join us for a special performance from ethnomusicologist, performer, and artist Dennis Waring and his array of incredible
homemade and indigenous instruments, made from natural and recycled materials. Dr. Waring will introduce and perform
with a variety of instruments, such as bull roarer, sea shell trumpet, and bamboo flute, providing amazing music, as well
as a new awareness into folklore and science. Some lucky audience members may get to help with the performance, too!
The program is free of charge but preregistration is required and tickets are limited. Call 203-977-6521 to register.
This program has been made possible by an Innovation grant from Recycle CT, as part of our Recycled Recreations Maker-
space project. 

SM&NC Members: FREE | Non-members: Included with gate admission

Tuesday, April 10: Forest Adventure Day – Join us for
Scavenger Hunts, a guided hike on our Orange Adventure
trail, a trek on our slack line, chances to make mud pies,
and more! 

Wednesday April 11: RecycleMania Day – We’ll
 celebrate the 1st anniversary of our Recycled ReCreations
Maker Space, explore the Rotten Log Hotel, race our
 Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches, and have a special
 celebration of music with recycled materials with
 performer Dennis Waring (advance registration needed,
please see separate listing).

Thursday April 12: Wings & Water Day – Perennial
 favorites such as our Vernal Pool and Stream hikes return
along with chances to hike through our  spring exhibition,
Birds in Art, and to discover the wonderful world of
 feathered friends.

SM&NC Members: FREE
Non-members: Included with gate admission
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Ongoing Drop-in Programs
Sunday Explorers
Sundays, January 21–February 25, 1–4 pm
Winter is a great time to explore the SM&NC! Our popular
animal meet-and-greets return, joined by our Science Spot
program in our nature center classroom! Stop by the
 Overbrook Nature Center for a self-guided craft and to visit
our animals, or join us for a program. Different themes,
 animals, and stories each week! 

1–4 pm      Self-guided crafts (Overbrook)

1 pm          Animal Meet & Greet (Heckscher WILD!)

1:30 pm    Nature Make & Take (Overbrook)

2:30 pm    Science Spot (Overbrook)

3:00 pm    Animal Meet & Greet (Heckscher WILD!)

SM&NC Members: FREE
Non-members: Included with gate admission

March WILDness at Heckscher WILD!
March 3–April 7
Tuesdays–Fridays, Noon–4 pm
Saturdays & Sundays, 10 am–4 pm
Cast your vote for our 3rd annual bracket challenge in
Heckscher WILD! All of our animals are awesome, but we
know everyone has their favorites. Is yours Hot Dog the Tree
Frog, Wallace the Red-Footed Tortoise, Thor the Savannah
Monitor, or another? Each week will feature a specific group
of animals that will compete for your votes to move on in our
bracket challenge. Then, the top two vote getters will battle
it out to be the March WILDness winner during our Take-a-
Hike Week programs. Votes can be cast in person at
Heckscher WILD! during open hours. Stop by weekday
afternoons in March (Tues-Fri) at 3 pm to meet one of the
animals from our weekly group when casting your vote!
 Voting will also be available during our Maple Sugar Festival
Weekend, March 3-4.

First Round (March 3–March 10): Mammals

Second Round (March 11–17): Amphibians & Inverts 

Third Round (March 18–24): Turtles and Snakes

Fourth Round (March 25–March 31): Lizards 

The Terrific Two (April 1–7): 2 Highest Vote Getters 

SM&NC Members: FREE
Non-members: Included with gate admission

April Adventures
Sundays, April 8–29, 1–4 pm
A special version of our Sunday Explorers for April!
Come visit to see what spring has in store for SM&NC.
Meet some of our animals, join our Slime Time to make
a different slime recipe each week, hike on our trails,
and more! 

1–4 pm     Self-guided crafts (Overbrook)

1 pm         Animal Meet & Greet (Heckscher WILD!)

1:30 pm    Slime Time!

2:30 pm    Nature Hike

3:00 pm    Animal Meet & Greet (Heckscher WILD!) 

SM&NC Members: FREE
Non-members: Included with gate admission
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Forest Easter Egg Adventure
(for ages 2 and up)
Saturday, March 24; Sunday, March 25;
Saturday, March 31
Four Sessions Each Day
(Session 1: 11 am-12 pm, Session 2: 1-2 pm,
 Session 3: 2-3 pm, Session 4: 3:30-4:30 pm)
Join us for a NEW Easter Egg Adventure this year on our
Wheels in the Woods trail. A maximum of 25 kids per
 session ensures a fun, safe event for all! We’ll start with the
hunt on our trails where kids can gather eggs in the woods,
then head to the Overbrook Nature Center, where we’ll get
to meet some live animals and create a great craft! Kids
will turn in their found eggs for a goody bag! Program will
run rain or shine (rain plan will be in Great Hall). This
 program will take the place of the Heckscher Farm Egg
Hunt for 2018. Pre-registration and pre-payment is
 required. Call the Museum at 203.977.6521 to register.
 Limited to 25 children per session. 

SM&NC Members: $20/child; free admission for member
adults | Non-members: $25/child; 1 free adult admission
for every paying child; additional adults $5 (gate admission
is included)

Winter Planetarium Shows
Sundays, January 21, February 18, and March 18,
shows begin promptly at 12 and 1:30 pm
Take a tour of the constellations or planets in our galaxy!
Learn about star stories in the sky, how to recognize
 common winter constellations, which planets are made of
rock or gas, and more. Topics and content will vary each
week. Programs begin promptly at 12 and 1:30 with limited
seating. Doors will open 10 minutes before show time; no
late admissions please. Recommended for ages 6 and up.
No strollers, please.

SM&NC Members: FREE | Non-members: Included with
admission

Astronomy Nights: An Evening at the Stamford Observatory
The Observatory reopens for the season on March 2.
(No viewing on 3/30.)
Come join us for our exciting series of astronomy programs! Head
to the Observatory on select Friday nights for a real treat as we
explore the night sky, planets, stars, and more. Start by enjoying a
presentation on a special topic in astronomy, followed by a visit to
view the night sky through our 22-inch telescope. The presenta-
tion portion of the program will be held rain or shine. Viewing
hours are weather permitting. This program is suitable for all
ages 5 and over.

Location: Behind Heckscher Farm, enter from Scofieldtown Road
(GPS: 151 Scofieldtown Road).

Members: FREE | Non-Members: Adults $5, Children (5-17)  $3

Winter Hours: Fridays, March 2 – April 1
7:00 – Presentation (rain OR shine)
8:00 – Telescope viewing (weather permitting)

Summer hours: Fridays, April 1 - Labor Day
7:30 – Presentation (rain OR shine)
8:30 – Telescope viewing (weather permitting)

Presentations:
March 23    Starbirth in the March Sky, featuring the

Orion Nebula & the Beehive Cluster –
Jason Kendall

April 20       The Moon Village: living at an International
Moon base – Tony Faddoul
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presents

SATURDAY, MARCH 3 & SUNDAY, MARCH 4 • 11 AM TO 3 PM

LIVE MUSIC
SWEET MAPLE TREATS
FACE PAINTING
CHILDREN’S CRAFTS

SCAVENGER HUNT
MAPLE SUGAR & TREE TAPPING

DEMONSTRATIONS
Pancake Brunch*

SUNDAY ONLY 11 am – 2 pm
*Additional fee

Celebrate the sweetness of the maple sugaring season as this
annual family favorite returns to the Stamford Museum &
 Nature Center. Visit the little red sugarhouse on Heckscher
Farm and see firsthand how sap is turned into maple syrup.
Learn how trees are tapped, see how sap is collected, make a
maple-themed craft, have your face painted, enjoy live music,
and visit our Museum Galleries.

On Sunday, enjoy the popular pancake brunch* from 11 am to
2 pm. Don’t forget to purchase a pint of fresh maple syrup,
made from the trees at the Stamford Museum & Nature Center.

DAILY ADMISSION FEES:
Members: $5 per person • Non-members: $10 per person
Director’s Circle & Family Plus Members and all children 3
& under: FREE
*Pancake Brunch (SUNDAY only, 11 am – 2 pm): Additional $6
fee per person
Save time by purchasing your Festival admission and Pancake
Brunch tickets in advance!
Visit stamfordmuseum.org.
(Please note that dogs are not  allowed on SM&NC Grounds.)

SPONSOR-A-BUCKET
 PROGRAM
Help support the Stamford Museum & Nature Center's
Maple Sugar Education programs with our Sponsor-a-
Bucket program! Your support will be acknowledged with a
personalized tag that will hang on a sap bucket throughout
the season. In addition, you will receive a special tasting
 collection of syrups made throughout the season, a pint of
SM&NC syrup, and a chance to skip the lines with four tickets
to our Maple Sugar Festival Weekend (March 3 and 4).
You'll also be recognized as a program sponsor at our Maple
Sugar Festival! Each sponsorship opportunity is $125. To
sponsor a bucket, call Elena Pepe-Salutric at 203.977.6533.

THANK YOU to FIRST COUNTY BANK for their generous
support of all our Maple Sugar  Education Programs!

FESTIVAL WEEKEND
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2nd Annual Benefit Dinner
Thursday, March 15, 2018 at 6 pm  •  Woodway Country Club
Co-Chairs: Lynn Villency Cohen & Stephen Corman

Join us on Friday, June 1, 2018 for our annual summer
“party on foot.” At this fun and casual event, over 350
guests will enjoy tasting top flight wines and beverages,
sampling a wide variety of delicious food courtesy of area
restaurants and caterers, and an open bar. The evening

features a silent auction, the “Giving Vine” staff wish
list, and much more. All proceeds from the event
will benefit the SM&NC’s mission to bring the
 wonders of art, education, and the natural world to
children and families.

S AV E  T H E  DAT E !

21st Annual Food & Wine Celebration
Friday, June 1, 2018, 7-10 pm

YOU CAN HELP!
Support the Stamford Museum & Nature Center, our  community’s beloved  cultural and nature-
based institution, by joining the Food & Wine Celebration planning  committee, taking out an ad
in our  Commemorative Journal, donating an item for the Silent  Auction, or  attending the event
with your family and friends. For more information, please call 203-977-6536 or email
dlthompson@stamfordmuseum.org.
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The Board of Directors of the Stamford Museum & Nature Center invites you to the
2nd Annual Benefit Dinner, which will be held on Thursday, March 15, 2018 at the
 Woodway Country Club. This dinner is a glorious celebration of the SM&NC and will
 feature the progress on the SM&NC’s new Environmental Education  Farmhouse.
The Benefit Dinner is a wonderful way to entertain clients, celebrate with friends and
 fellow supporters, and enjoy an evening of cocktails, hors
 d’oeuvres, and a  delicious  dinner. Corporate Sponsorship and
Benefit Committee membership also includes “2 for 1” Food &
Wine Celebration tickets and recognition. 

Show your philanthropic spirit and love for the SM&NC and all
that we do for  education, our schools, and the quality of life in
our community. Join the Benefit Dinner Committee, become a
Corporate Sponsor, take out an ad in our Commemorative
Journal, or attend the dinner with your friends!

Tickets are $300 per person and may be purchased over the
phone or online at stamfordmuseum.org. 

Become a Benefit Supporter at the $1,000 level and receive two
tickets to the Benefit Dinner, two tickets to the 21st Annual Food &
Wine  Celebration, and recognition in printed and digital promotional materials.

A $2,500 Benefit Committee membership includes two tickets to the Benefit Dinner, two tickets to the 21st Food & Wine
 Celebration in June, a full page ad in the Commemorative Journal, and recognition in all printed and digital promotional
 materials. Please call or email for information about Corporate Sponsorship and the Commemorative Journal.

Please call 203-977-6546 or email kmeizels@stamfordmuseum.org by March 1, 2018.

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R
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Stamford Museum Winter Exhibition

GERBERICH’S GADGETS:
Best of Springs,

Sprockets & Pulleys

REGISTER TODAY!
Gerb-O-Matic Workshop: Make-and-Take Sculpting Event
Saturday, January 20, 2018
TWO SESSIONS – Session I: 10 am–12 pm; Session II: 1 – 3 pm

This workshop provides a unique opportunity for your budding artist to work directly
with professional sculptor, Stephen Gerberich. Participants will sculpt their own mini-
masterpieces from a smorgasbord of parts painstakingly culled from dumpsters, thrift
shops, and dollar stores during Gerberich’s nationwide travels. Handmade sculptures
will be assembled using hot glue “welding.” Children and adults can re-compose these
objects into original works, while acquiring a new appreciation for the creative reuse of
ordinary objects. 

REGISTRATION
Members: starting December 1, 2017 | Open registration: December 8, 2017
Call 203.977.6521 to register. Registration closes January 15, 2018, or earlier if all spaces are filled.

PRICING
Members: $40 for 1 adult and 1 child, $20 for each additional adult or child in party
Non-members: $55 for 1 adult and 1 child, $25 for each additional adult or child in party

All children must be age 8 or older. All children must be  accompanied by an adult. All must pre-pay and
pre-register. For non-members, gate admission is included in this price. Space is limited, register early. 

Remember those crazy contraptions that would spin, rock, and play music – and they
were all made from overlooked common objects?

Yes, the ingenious inventions of sculptor – and SM&NC favorite – Steve  Gerberich
has returned to the Stamford Museum Galleries for a totally  re-imagined Winter
 Exhibition.  Gerberich has gathered his most  outstanding and outlandish large-scale
kinetic sculptures and installations for a showing of the “Best of Springs, Sprockets
& Pulleys.” Working with old machine parts, kitchen utensils, furniture scraps,
 lighting fixtures,  medical supplies, toys, and carnival figurines, Gerberich mixes
the  aesthetics of contemporary sculpture with the scientific principles of simple
 mechanical motion. It’s crazy fun!

Saturday, November 18, 2017–Saturday, February 3, 2018

HE’S BACK!
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Egg carving, etching and/or  decorating is a practice found

across multiple cultures and has been carried on for

thousands of years.  Although skills are

needed for egg  carving, ostrich eggs

can take a punch! Ostrich eggs

 measure up to six inches in

diameter and when full,

can weigh up to three

pounds. They are large

and very durable –

 perfectly suited for

the African wild. To

empty the  contents

of the egg, a small

hole is chipped out

of the egg shell,

drained, and cleaned.

 Before the comfort of

modern  technology,

 ostrich eggs were probably

carved with organic materials

such as stones, bones, or wood.

Today, different hand tools such as

high-speed dental burs, dental drills, and

other small cutting tools are used to sculpt designs on the

hard exterior of the egg shells. Carved ostrich eggs have

served many different purposes throughout the millennia:

luxury trade goods,  funeral gifts, celebratory gifts,

 storytelling, and, of course, more practical uses such as

food and  storage  containers. 

Archaeological research in Africa suggests that symbolic

 carvings on ostrich eggs have occurred for 60,000 years.

The artifacts from the Howieson Poort

 Shelter, collected by Anthropologist

Pierre-Jean Texier and his team,

 suggest that not only were the

ostrich eggs used as a food

source, but that the

 designs on the ostrich

eggshells  followed a

kind of symbolic

 language – giving us

some insight to the

daily lives of

 prehistoric humans. 

We fast forward to the

Iron Age (about 1200 –

300 BC) when ostrich

eggs were traded amongst

elites as luxury items from

the Middle East to the Western

 Mediterranean. Archaeologists have

found both intact  ostrich eggs and

 fragments that were ornately decorated with paint,

ivory, and precious metals. 

Research is currently being done on questions such as:

Were ostriches farmed for their eggs? or Were the eggs

collected out in the wild? While much is known about the

significance of carved ostrich eggs, there is still much more

to be discovered.

Collections Spotlight:
The Carved Ostrich Egg

This issue’s Collection Spotlight is a mysterious and beautifully carved ostrich egg! It appears
to have a Middle Eastern design, but what makes it mysterious? This ostrich egg is listed as
“found in collection”, which means that it is an “undocumented object that remains without
status after all attempts to reconcile them to existing records of permanent collection and
loan objects are completed.”

We need your help! If you have any information on
our mysterious ostrich egg, please reach out
to info@stamfordmuseum.org.
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Birds, in all of their majesty and fragility, connect us with the natural
world and have been the source of artistic inspiration for millennia.
Today,  talented artists from across the globe vie for membership in the
 exclusive cadre of avian artists chosen to exhibit in “Birds in Art.”
Now into its fifth decade, Birds in Art is recognized around the world
as the exhibition that sets the standard for avian art.

Organized by The Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum in Wausau,
 Wisconsin, this exhibition presents a juried collection of 60
 outstanding contemporary artistic interpretations of birds
and  related subject  matter. Two- and three-dimensional
 artworks in all media, except crafts and photography,
are included. More than 60 artists have  created
 original paintings, sculptures, and graphics,
within the past three years, for  inclusion
in this 42nd  annual  exhibition.
Wildlife  enthusiasts,
 ornithologists, and backyard
 birders will be delighted by
the quality and  variety of the
artworks that capture birds in
all their  natural splendor. 

Fully illustrated catalogues will be available for purchase.

The Stamford Museum Galleries are open Monday–Saturday,
9 am–5 pm; Sundays 11 am–5 pm.

SM&NC Members: FREE
Non-members: Included with gate admission

BIRDS in ART 
Saturday, February 24–Monday, May 28, 2018
Opening Reception: Friday, February 23, 2018, 6-8 pm
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | REFRESHMENTS AND APPETIZERS | FREE OF CHARGE
RSVP by Monday, February 19th to rsvp@stamfordmuseum.org or by calling 203-977-6521.
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Hold your child’s birthday at the
 Stamford Museum & Nature Center!

Our experienced educators will lead an amazing
 experience your child and his or her friends will love!

Choose from farm or exotic animal experiences,
 planting, science experiments, nature hikes, or even
creating your own stuffed animal! New program
themes will launch in January 2018.

For more information, please visit
 http://www.stamfordmuseum.org/birthdayparties.html
or e-mail Tessa Grebey, our Birthday Coordinator,
at birthdayparties@stamfordmuseum.org

• Fantastic Farm (turning ages 2 and up)
Interactive farm tour party

• Planting Party (turning ages 3 and up)
Pot decorating and planting 

• Animal Adventure (turning age 3 and up)
Live exotic animal interactions

• Fizz, Foam & Fly (turning age 5 and up)
Science experiments

• Trail Trek Adventure (turning ages 5 and up) 
Nature hike, trail games and activities

• Pig & Friends (turning ages 6 and up)
Farm animal interaction & create your own stuffed animal

NEW! NEW!

NEW!

Imagine hosting your next private or corporate event at the Stamford Museum
and Nature Center’s picturesque 118-acre site. We have meeting rooms and party
spaces to suit your every need, including our historic 1920s Bendel  Mansion,
which boasts high ceilings, hardwood floors, period moldings, and  artwork from
the Museum’s permanent collection. Whether you are planning a wedding,
shower, large corporate event, or small-group seminar, this unique venue will
offer you the opportunity to truly customize your event within a serene setting. 

For help planning your special celebration at the SM&NC, please contact our
 Facility Use & Private Events Manager, Jeanette Gromko, at 203.977.6523 or
jgromko@stamfordmuseum.org.

The SM&NC:

A Perfect Setting for your Next Event

8Birthday Parties at SM&NC
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Volunteer Spotlight: Thank You to our Corporate Volunteers!
In 2017, the SM&NC was fortunate to have the help of
 employees from generous local corporations, including:

• Ernst & Young                     • Legg Mason

• Indeed                                   • Pitney Bowes

• JP Morgan Chase               • State Street Global Advisors

These energetic volunteers fulfilled many “wish list” projects
such as staining the otter enclosure fence, installing a new
split rail fence in the organic garden, painting projects inside

the Overbrook Nature Center and Heckscher Barn, building
and painting new picnic tables, creating the new Orange
Adventure Trail, and a host of landscaping projects. Their
help allowed us to make many  improvements that otherwise
might not have been accomplished. In many cases, they also
provided funding to purchase  materials for their projects.

We salute these volunteers, and the local corporations who
encourage employee involvement in the community where
they work and live. 

Share Your Hobby or Skill
Every year the Stamford Museum & Nature Center’s  seasonal festivals such as Maple
Sugar Weekend, Spring on the Farm, and Harvest Festival draw a family audience of
thousands from Fairfield and Westchester Counties. The visitors enjoy learning about
old-time hobbies and  talents which are fast being forgotten.

We are seeking individuals and groups to volunteer to share their know-how by giving
demonstrations at our festivals. Examples might include, but are not limited to:

• Barbershop Quartet

• Basket Making

• Calligraphy

• Copper Smith

• Country & Western Dance

• Crocheting

• Musical Instruments such as
Banjo, Dulcimer or Mandolin

• Soap Making

Do you have an idea for a demonstration? Please call or email and share your specialty with us! 203.977.6530 or
volunteer@stamfordmuseum.org

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
Maple Sugar Weekend, March 3 &4
Spring on the Farm, May 5 & 6
For more information, visit stamfordmuseum.org/volunteers, or call or email us at 203-977-6530 or
volunteer@stamfordmuseum.org. 

• Square Dance 

• Stained Glass 

• Tin Smith 

• Rug Braiding 

• Rug Hooking 

• Ukrainian Egg
Decoration 

• Weaving 

• Woodcarving 
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AFTER SCHOOLS & ENRICHMENTS

Winter Wild Adventure After School
(for ages 5-9)
Wednesdays, February 21–March 14, 3:45–5 pm
Winter is a great time to explore the SM&NC! Our newest
on-site after school will take us behind-the-scenes of our
latest exhibit, on the trails, and to our Maple Sugar House.
We’ll paint the snow, search for animal tracks, help to collect
maple sap for syrupping, and more! Meet at Overbrook Nature
Center. Limited enrollment. Dress for outdoors.

Code: EEW2
SM&NC Members: $60 per child
Non-members: $70 per child 

Wild Woods Adventure After School
(for ages 5-9)
Wednesdays, April 18–May 9, 3:45–5 pm
Explore the forest like never before as we search for
 salamanders and snakes, help to build a fort, learn how to
make fire, and more! We’ll use our zip line in the forest,
learn some basics of wild edibles, dig in the dirt, search
the stream for creatures, and discover our engineering
skills as we make a small dam for our stream. We’ll test
our outdoor adventure skills in a safe, fun atmosphere
that will allow kids to challenge themselves while
 exploring our wild woods! Limited to 12 children for a
great small group experience, so register early.

Code: EES1
SM&NC Members: $60 per child
Non-members: $70 per child 

Animal Extravaganza After School
(for ages 5-9)
Tuesdays, January 23–February 13, 3:45–5 pm
If you love animals, this after school program is for you!
Help make treats and food for our tortoises, otters, and
pigs, help exercise our ferrets and goats, learn how to
handle some of our teaching animals, and more. Meet at
Heckscher WILD! Limited enrollment.

Code: EEW1
SM&NC Members: $60 per child
Non-members: $70 per child 
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AFTER SCHOOLS & ENRICHMENTS

Vacation Drop Off Days (for ages 4-9)
Thursday, February 15 and Friday, February 16,
9:30 am–12 pm
Spend some of your February break at the SM&NC!
We’ll discover what animals do in the winter, explore 
winter stars in the sky, create great art, hike on winter
trails, and more.  Meets at Overbrook Nature Center.
 Limited enrollment of 12 children for a small group
 experience.  Must be 4 by the start date of the program.
Snack and drink will be served.  

SM&NC Members: $30/child one day or $50/child both days
Non-members: $35/child one day or $60/child both days

Junior Curator (for ages 10-13)
April 16-20; May 21–25, 3:30–5 pm
This unique, hands-on program provides an overview of basic
animal care and experiential learning on Heckscher Farm.
The course includes a behind-the-scenes tour of Heckscher
Farm and various hands-on experiences, such as cleaning
and feeding of animals. Upon completion of the program,
each participant will be eligible to become a farm volunteer.
Space is limited!

Code: JCS1 (April), JCS2 (May)
SM&NC Members: $140 | Non-members: $160

Junior WILD Keepers (for ages 10-13)
April 23-27, 3:30-5 pm
Discover how the SM&NC environmental education
staff care for our exotic teaching animals in this unique
hands-on program! Work with our reptiles, amphibians,
mammals, and invertebrates in our Heckscher WILD!
 exhibit and learn the proper techniques of feeding,
 handling and caring for these exotic animals. We will
learn about proper food choice for animals by preparing
diets, explore how we habituate animals for classes
through handling, and go through specific needs for
 certain species. After completion of this class,
 participants are eligible to volunteer with the animals
in the Heckscher WILD exhibit. Limited enrollment.

Code: JWKS1
SM&NC Members: $140 | Non-members: $160



Winter Home School Day:
Fire & Earth (for ages 5-10) 
Thursday, February 15, 10:30 am–3 pm
Homeschoolers, join us for an in-depth look at two of the four
elements, Fire & Earth! Discover how the three rock types are
created and the science behind volcanoes, try your own hand
at making fire with our bow drills, see how fire is important in
making maple syrup, and discover the properties of soil in
our Dirt Discovery class. Limited enrollment for small group
experience; prepayment is required. No charge for teachers/
chaperones and non-participating siblings. A group lunch
will allow for home schoolers to meet each other and
 exchange ideas. To register, please call the Environmental
Education office at 203.977.6540 or e-mail
 dshulby@stamfordmuseum.org. 

SM&NC Members: $15/child | Non-members:$15/child 

Spring Home School Day: Air & Water (for ages 5-10)
Tuesday, April 24, 10:30 am–3 pm
We’ll tackle the other two elements for our Spring Home School Day! Discover the ecology of our vernal pools, explore the
power of air in our wind lab, launch stomp rockets into the air, and investigate the ecology of a watershed. 

Limited enrollment for small group experience; prepayment is required. No charge for teachers/chaperones and non-
participating siblings. A group lunch will allow for home schoolers to meet each other and exchange ideas. To register,
please call the Environmental Education office at 203.977.6540 or e-mail dshulby@stamfordmuseum.org. 

SM&NC Members: $15/child | Non-members:$15/child 

HOME-SCHOOL PROGRAMS
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Extreme Maple Syrupping
Sunday, February 25, 2018, 3–4:30 pm
Join us for a special behind-the-scenes look at our Maple
Syrupping operation and get to help with some of the daily
tasks that go into turning our sap into syrup! Help to
 collect sap and measure how much sugar is in it, learn to
use our auger to drill tap holes, tour our sugarbush, and
more! See the process of turning sap into syrup with our
evaporator and do a taste test of the different grades to
see which one you prefer! We’ll end our program with a
special treat featuring our own maple syrup!  Meet at the
Maple Sugar House. Limited enrollment; preregistration
only. Recommended for ages 6 and older.  

Amphibian Amble
Session 1: Friday March 23, 7–8:30 pm
Session 2: Friday April 6, 7–8:30 pm
Join in on this Spring favorite! Grab your flashlights, hiking
boots, and discover some of the unique creatures that
visit these vernal pools once a year to lay their
eggs, like wood frogs, American toads, and
spotted salamanders. Meets at the
 Overbrook Nature Center. Register
early, this sells out every year! Pre-
registration only.  Recommended
for ages 5 and older.

This series of family programs, led by the Stamford
Museum & Nature Center Environmental Education
team, explores the amazing natural wonders found
right here on our campus. Limited enrollment.

Pre-payment and pre-registration are required.
Call 203.977.6521 to register. Meet at the Overbrook
Nature Center.

Members: $5/person | Non-Members: $8/person



All classes take place at
Heckscher Barn.

Awaken your senses to the
arrival of spring. Come and
see the new arrivals on the
farm both animal and plant
life. In the classroom make
your own signs of spring.
Please bring a smock for
your child if you want.
Please note that siblings,
for safety reasons, who are
in a baby carrier on adult
are welcome but otherwise
please make other
 arrangements for them
during class.

Family PLUS & above
 Member levels:
Wednesday, December 20 

Open registration:
Wednesday, December 27

Register online at 
stamfordmuseum.org

Little Farmers • 9:30 am–10:15 am • Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays
Age: 18–24 months | Instructor: Beth Strauss
Our youngest “farmers” will see how the farm is waking up from the winter: new
baby animals, peepers in the pond and plants beginning to grow. Children will create
a spring project with attending adult. 
EC1S, 10 weeks, Tuesdays, March 13-May 22 (no class April 10) OR
EC2S, 10 weeks, Wednesdays, March 14-May 23 (no class April 11) OR
EC3S, 10 weeks, Thursdays, March 15-May 24 (no class April 12)
SM&NC Members: $150 | Non-members: $170

Art Farm • 9:30 am–10:15 am • Mondays or Fridays
Age: Just 2 | Instructor: Teri Barry
Our young two year olds will visit the farm to see and hear what new things are
 happening with the animals, in the garden and in the pond. Children will create a
project with attending adult. 
EC4S, 10 weeks, Mondays, March 12-May 21 (no class April 9) OR
EC5S, 10 weeks, Fridays, March 9-May 25 (no class March 30 & April 13)
SM&NC Members: $150 | Non-members: $170

Spring on the Farm • 10:30 am–11:15 am • Tuesdays, Wednesdays or
Thursdays
Age 2+ | Instructor: Beth Strauss
March around SM&NC and see how spring has arrived on the farm. The earth is
warming up and plants and animals are waking up from their winter rest. The farm
is a busy place. Children will create a project with attending adult. 
EC6S, 10 weeks, Tuesdays, March 13-May 22 (no class April 10) OR
EC7S, 10 weeks, Wednesdays, March 14-May 23 (no class April 11) OR
EC8S, 10 weeks, Thursdays, March 15-May 24 (no class April 12)
SM&NC Members: $150 | Non-members: $170

Spring! • 10:30 am–11:15 am • Mondays or Fridays
Ages 2+ | Instructor: Teri Barry
Visit the farm and see how spring has arrived. Meet baby farm animals, hear
 peepers in the pond and see plants sprouting in the garden. Children will create a
project with  attending adult. 
EC9S, 10 weeks, Mondays, March 12-May 21 (no class April 9) OR
EC10S, 10 weeks, Fridays, March 9-May 25 (no class March 30 & April 13)
SM&NC Members: $150 | Non-members: $170

Afternoon on the Farm • 1:30 pm–2:15 pm • Fridays
Ages 2+ | Instructor: Teri Barry
Come after lunch and enjoy the farm with your child. We will explore and learn.
Each class will be different. Scavenger hunts, visiting animals, art, tasty treats and
books are the activities that will happen during the 10 weeks.
EC11S, 10 weeks, Fridays, March 9-May 25 (no class March 30 & April 13)
SM&NC Members: $150 | Non-members: $170
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GENERAL INFORMATION . . . About Spring Classes
Registration
Register online at 
stamfordmuseum.org

Family PLUS & above
Member levels:
Wednesday, December 20

Open registration:
Wednesday, December 27

Register early, as classes fill up
quickly! Please include class code and
numbers when registering (example:
EC1S). 

• Registrations are accepted on a
first-come, first-served basis.

• Registration form must be
 accompanied by payment in full.

• Registration closes one week prior
to program start date.

• No phone registrations.

• Fax registrations will be handled as
mail-in registrations.

• We do not send confirmations.

• Registrants are notified if classes are
canceled or full.

• Children must reach the required age
prior to the first class of a session.

• No guests or pets allowed.

Class Schedules
Based on the Stamford Public School
Calendar, some classes will not be held
the week of April 9-13.  Some pro-
grams may still be scheduled.  Please
read class listings carefully.

Weather Related Closings
If the Stamford Public Schools are
closed, we will be closed. Make-up
classes will be scheduled. You may
also call 203-322-1646 (ext 6599) for
cancellation information.

Refunds
No refunds are given unless a class
is cancelled by the Stamford Museum
& Nature Center. Emergency situations
will be considered at the Museum’s
 discretion. Please register carefully.

For more information, call
203.322.1646
Ext. 6521   Main Office
Ext. 6528   Early Childhood

Education (class code EC)
Ext. 6529   Farm Office (class code F)

*NOTE*
From time to time Stamford Museum
& Nature Center representatives
 photograph children during SM&NC
classes, workshops, and camps. These
 photos may be used on the SM&NC  website
and social media, in brochures, newsletters,
class catalogs, and for  related publicity.
If you do not want your child to be
 photographed, please send a letter to the
effect. Attn: Photo Dept. Thank you!

Register online for SM&NC classes @stamfordmuseum.org! 
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WINTER/SPRING CLASSES 2018 
Registration Form

• Make checks payable to Stamford Museum & Nature Center
• Mark envelope “Registration”

• Mail to: Stamford Museum & Nature Center, 39 Scofieldtown Road,
Stamford, CT 06903 or Fax to: 203.322.0408

1st Parent’s Name Dr. | Mr. | Mrs. | Ms. | circle one

Name    (last)                                                                        (first)                                                    email

2nd Parent’s Name Dr. | Mr. | Mrs. | Ms. | circle one

Name    (last)                                                                        (first)                                                    email

Address

City                                                                                                                                        State            Zip

Tel (home)                                                                                (business)

Emergency Contact Name                                                                                      Tel

1st Child’s Name

Date of Birth                                                            Age                Entering Grade

Documented serious allergies

1. Class #                                Title                                                                                                                          Fee

2. Class #                                Title                                                                                                                          Fee

3. Class #                                Title                                                                                                                          Fee

2nd Child’s Name

Date of Birth                                                            Age                Entering Grade

Documented serious allergies

1. Class #                                Title                                                                                                                          Fee

2. Class #                                Title                                                                                                                          Fee

3. Class #                                Title                                                                                                                          Fee

                                                                                                                                            Total Class Fee

                                                                                                                                          Membership Fee

                                                                                                                            Annual Appeal Donation

                                                                                                                              Total Amount Enclosed

Membership fee for new members and renewals
must accompany this registration form.

o $175 Family Plus
o   $100  Family
o $  30 Nanny Card add-on

Please note: Replacement cards $10 each

Method of Payment: o MasterCard   o Visa   o AmEx   o Cash (in person only)  o Check (make checks payable to
Stamford Museum & Nature Center)

o Credit Card   o MasterCard   o Visa   o AmEx

Acct No.                                            Name (as it appears on card)

Exp Date                                        CVV Code                                              Signature

Billing Address: Street                                                                              City State Zip

Check one: o Current Member   o New Membership   o Renewal Membership   o Non-Member

o Check this box to opt in to membership
auto-renewal. Terms and conditions can be
found on our website.



39 Scofieldtown Road, Stamford, CT 06903

The Stamford Museum & Nature Center
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.

SM&NC Membership Information
203.977.6533

stamfordmuseum.org
203.322.1646

Connect with us: #smnc

HOURS:
Stamford Museum Galleries & Bendel Mansion
Monday–Saturday, 9 am–5 pm; Sunday, 11 am–5 pm

Heckscher Farm
Daily 9 am–5 pm; April–October
Daily 9 am–4 pm; November–March

Heckscher WILD!
Tuesday–Friday, Noon–4 pm
Saturday–Sunday, 10 am–4 pm
School vacation days & summer, 10 am–4pm

Nature’s Playground, Hiking Trails
Daily, 9 am–5 pm (weather permitting)

Overbrook Nature Center
Hours vary

SM&NC Closed
New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day & Christmas Day

Give the gift of MEMBERSHIP
Whether you are looking for the perfect gift for a family or

 individual, membership makes for a unique, well-appreciated
gift. With a gift membership, recipients can experience the

full benefits of membership, including free access to the
Stamford Museum & Nature Center for a full year; discounts
on  programs, classes, and camps; and discounted admission

to our Family Festival Weekends. Individual, Grandparent,
Family, and Family Plus levels are available.

Contact Elena Pepe-Salutric in the Membership Department
at 203-977-6533 or at epepesalutric@stamfordmuseum.org

with any questions or to arrange your gift membership.
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