
Initiating the Process of the 
Acquisition by Negotiation or 

Eminent Domain of Rights of Way 
for the Washington Boulevard and 

Pulaski Street Widening Project.  

LU30.032  
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The City needs to widen Washington Blvd between Henry Street and Atlantic Street, 
and widen Pulaski Street between Washington Blvd and the Pulaski Street Bridge.  
This has been a proposal for a decade – it is now an urgent priority. 
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Stamford 
Transportation 

Center South End 

Waterside Corridor Improvements 

This project facilitates the completion of a decade long range plan to improve 
transportation and traffic operations around the Stamford Transportation Center, 

within the South-end, and  to the Waterside Corridor Improvements. 
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Land Use Committee History 
 

LU30.032 RESOLUTION and approval of public hearing; 
Initiating the Process of the Acquisition by 

Negotiation or Eminent Domain of Rights of Way for 
the Washington Blvd and Pulaski Street Widening 

Project. 
 

10/10/19 – Submitted by Bureau Chief Travers 
10/30/19 – Held by Committee 4-1-1 

11/25/19 – FAILED in Committee 4-4-0 
12/03/19 – Held by Full Board 19-16-0 

12/09/19 – Held at Steering 
01/14/20 – Approved by Planning Board 

01/29/20 – Approved by Committee 4-1-2 
02/03/20 – Held by Full Board 28 – 6 - 0 

02/26/20 – Approved by Committee 5-0-1 
03/02/20 – Held by Full Board 23 – 6 - 2 
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Project Timeline & Urgency 

As has been reported to the Board previously, 
completion of this project is urgent due to 
anticipated traffic developments . . .  

The City has been informed by CTDOT that the 
State anticipates closure of South State Street 
beginning April 2021.   
 
Washington Blvd. and Pulaski St. need to be 
widened ahead of the closure of South State 
Street in order to handle diverted traffic.   
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Challenging Schedule

Project is very behind schedule.  Significant traffic issues in Spring 2021 
Best Case Traffic 

Bottleneck 
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Approval Timeline 
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April 6 – BoReps approves Public Hearing 
 
May 4 – BoReps adopts resolution initiating the acquisition of property by 
negotiated agreement or eminent domain 
 
City Actions: 

• Mayor issues report for public inspection. 
• Director of Administration to provide owners with notice/written report 

to the BoReps 
• Mayor to refer project to the Board of Finance for approval 

 
May 14 – BoFinance approves compensation 
 
June 1 – BoReps adopts resolution accepting the Director of Administration’s 
report and directing that the improvement be carried out. 
 



Legal Timeline 
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June 
• BoReps transmits its resolution to the Mayor for signature. 
• Director of Administration provides notice to persons whose lands are to be taken, 

with the amount of compensation to be paid. 
• Court process begins: 

 Statements filed and money deposited with Court. 
 Notice provided to property owners 
 

August 
• Proof of notice submitted to Court. 
 

September 
• Certificate of taking issued by Court & filed on land records 
• Taking is complete. 
 

October to March – Demolition delay of 6 months 
 
April 2021  

• CTDOT closes South State Street creating Traffic delays on Pulaski & Washington Blvd 
• Demolition begins 

 
June 2021 – Transportation Improvements completed 
 

 



Land needed for Project Widening 

Land 
acquisition 
agreements 
already in place 

Eminent 
Domain  
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Condos have a parking shortage & 
encroachment issue. 

Empty House – many challenges to 
the lot. 
Because of multiple fractional 
ownership cannot be practically 
acquired without eminent domain 

Church wants to retain full use of 
property in order to maximize 
development opportunity. 

Washington Blvd Widening 
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Condos 

Condos 



Church Property 
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Church Property 



21 Pulaski Street – Full Taking 
To accommodate the widening of Pulaski Street. 

 
274 Washington Bl. – Full Taking 
To accommodate the widening of Washington Bl. and to address the development rights of 4 
Pulaski Street and parking deficiencies of 256 Washington Bl. 

 
4 Pulaski Street – Partial Taking/Land Swap 
To accommodate the widening of Washington Bl. we propose a land swap which satisfies the 
property owners concerns. 

 
256 Washington Bl. – Partial Taking/Land Swap 
To accommodate the widening of Washington Bl. we propose a land swap which satisfies the 
property owners concerns.  

Acquisition Summary 
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In order to mitigate impending 
traffic congestion, approval is 
needed now for a public hearing to 
begin the negotiation/eminent 
domain process. 

- Next Step – 
Approval For Public Hearing 
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Property Acquisition – 
274 Washington Boulevard 

Required Taking – 599 S.F. 
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Required Taking – 2,658 S.F. 
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City Proposal:  Split front portion of 274 Washington Blvd. parcel to meet existing property 
lines and provide Church w/ front portion (5,675 S.F.) as compensation for land necessary 
for roadway widening and to preserve the Church’s future development rights. 17 



Property Acquisition – 256 Wash. Blvd. 

Our understanding is that several existing parking 
spaces on this property encroach onto the adjacent 
property owners parcel and building permits were 
never taken to develop the expansion of this parking 
lot.  The City recognizes the need for more parking at 
this site to serve the existing condominiums. 
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Required Taking – 934 S.F. 
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City Proposal:  Split rear portion of 274 Washington Blvd. parcel  to meet existing property 
lines and provide Condos w/ rear portion (6,200 S.F.) as compensation for land necessary for 
roadway widening and to allow for rear expansion of parking area and additional green space. 
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