
Appendix A:

https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/victory-virginia-problematic-bills-impacting-dogs-defeated-amended/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/maryland-update-bill-potentially-impacting-outdoor-dog-events-defeated-committee/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/tennessee-urgent-bill-would-criminalize-using-cords-tethers-safely-secure-dogs-during-emergency-emergency/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/virginia-senate-vote-bill-limiting-humane-tethering-dogs/


1 Copy of this email available upon request. 
2 Access to verbal testimony available. 

http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=5a9112591b
https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-relations/newsletters/taking-command/taking-command-april-2018/state-issues-april-2018/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=hf738
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/iowa-update-breeder-regulations-bill-number-changes-concerns-remain/
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_Status/billText.aspx?sy=2018&id=1878&txtFormat=pdf&v=current
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/new-hampshire-bill-would-expand-statewide-commercial-kennel-definition/
http://kslegislature.org/li_2018/b2017_18/measures/documents/hb2477_04_0000.pdf
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/kansas-set-approve-unannounced-hobbyist-inspections-call-today/
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?sy=2019&id=830&txtFormat=pdf&v=current
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/nh-alert-senate-votes-thursday-budget-bill-harmful-definition/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/urgent-act-today-to-oppose-tennessee-dog-breeder-amendment/
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/billText.aspx?sy=2019&id=678&txtFormat=pdf&v=current


http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/111/Bill/HB0233.pdf
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/111/Bill/SB0222.pdf
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/111/Bill/SB0222.pdf
https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-relations/newsletters/taking-command/state-issues-march-2019/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/bill/19RS/sb67/bill.pdf
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/kentucky-animal-forfeiture-bill-committee-tomorrow-3-6-19-noon-ask-amendments/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ny-bill-would-prohibit-cropping-docking/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/albany-county-ny-considering-two-bills-impacting-dog-owners-tomorrow-10-9/
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S04577&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Text=Y
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/new-york-committee-considering-bill-regarding-keeping-dogs-outdoors-wednesday-5-29/
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10000SB2294&GA=100&SessionId=91&DocTypeId=SB&LegID=108602&DocNum=2294&GAID=14&Session=
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10000HB4191ham002&GA=100&SessionId=91&DocTypeId=HB&LegID=108477&DocNum=4191&GAID=14&Session=
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10000HB4191ham002&GA=100&SessionId=91&DocTypeId=HB&LegID=108477&DocNum=4191&GAID=14&Session=
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/illinois-committees-consider-allowing-private-citizens-remove-animals-vehicles/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5265.pdf
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ri-bills-negatively-impacting-breeders-owners-sent-committee-hearing-feb-27-take-action-now/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText19/HouseText19/H5433.pdf
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ri-bills-negatively-impacting-breeders-owners-sent-committee-hearing-feb-27-take-action-now/
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3 https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/pets/ct-dog-breeders-animal-cruelty-20171219-story.html 

http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2019A/bills/2019a_1092_01.pdf
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/colorado-considering-bill-tomorrow-1-31-prohibit-ownership-cruelty-violations/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/florida-court-ruling-amendment-ban-greyhound-racing-will-state-ballot-november/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText18/SenateText18/S2055.pdf
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ri-bill-restrict-keeping-dogs-outdoors-remove-exemptions-hunting-sled-dogs/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/pets/ct-dog-breeders-animal-cruelty-20171219-story.html
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4 https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ask-new-york-not-limit-responsible-pet-choice/; https://www.akc.org/clubs-

delegates/government-relations/government-relations-blogs/pet-shop-laws-affect/ 

5 https://www.akc.org/press-center/articles/responsible-breeders/ 

https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ask-new-york-not-limit-responsible-pet-choice/
https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-relations/government-relations-blogs/pet-shop-laws-affect/
https://www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-relations/government-relations-blogs/pet-shop-laws-affect/
https://www.akc.org/press-center/articles/responsible-breeders/


 

          

     

AKC DOCUMENTS 

 

From: AKC Government Relations [mailto:doglaw@akc.org]  

Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2018 1:50 PM 

  

Subject: Ohio: Help Fight Dangerous Ballot Measure Harming Dogs and Breeders 

  

April 26, 2018 

  

Petitions are being circulated throughout Ohio to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in November that 

would regulate many breeders, sportsmen, and hobbyists and include care standards that are vague and potentially 

harmful to dogs. 

  

If this measure makes it to the November 2018 ballot and is approved, the regulations would not just become law, 

they would be placed in the Ohio constitution - and extremely difficult to ever change. 

  

Summary: 

  

The so-called "Ohio Puppy Mill Prevention Amendment" contains many provisions of concern, including: 

  

Regulating anyone who owns 8 unspayed female dogs, regardless of age. Supporters claim this bill would not impact 

hobby breeders, but that is not correct. Anyone who owns 8 unspayed females - regardless of the dogs' ages - would 

be regulated. This means if someone has 1-2 adult females and then a litter with 6-7 female puppies, they would be 

regulated. The same is also true if they also have older female dogs that they have chosen not to have spayed. 

  

Moreover, the proposal equates ownership of intact animals to breeding, assuming that intact dogs would only be kept 

"for the purpose of breeding and selling"-and disregards scientific research that demonstrates the dangers of early 

spay/neuter on a dog's long-term health. 

  



 

          

     

It could also potentially include those who meet the 8 female dog threshold but are not breeding them, if it is believed 

the owner might breed them at some point. Or, if you have 8 unspayed females, but only breed one of them, you are 

likely still regulated under this proposal. In addition, the definition of "selling" includes exchange or ownership 

transfers. 

  

Regulating hobbyists or owners of multiple dogs as commercial breeders is problematic because it subjects those 

owners to regulations designed for high volume commercial kennels. It also makes it difficult for responsible 

hobbyists to hand raise a litter of puppies in their homes. Requiring that all kennels be kept at certain temperatures, 

regardless of breed or an individual dog's needs. All kennels would be required to be kept between 45 and 85 degrees 

Fahrenheit. This arbitrary range doesn't allow for best practices in animal care. Some dogs may thrive in temperatures 

outside these ranges, and for others, even the extreme ends of this range could be dangerous. It also does not take into 

account that when puppies are first born, they often must be kept at temperatures higher than 85 degrees for their 

safety.  

Requiring enclosure sizes that are significantly higher than those mandated by USDA or the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture. The proposal could require those who already have kennels to completely rebuild. It will also be 

extremely difficult for owners or individuals who meet the vague threshold and raise an occasional litter of dogs in 

their homes. Excluding shelters and rescues from the requirements. Dogs kept in shelters and rescues would not be 

required to be kept according to these standards. 

  

What You Can Do: 

  

Volunteers are working throughout Ohio to collect enough signatures to place this on the ballot in November. They 

have been seen at public events, stores, and sporting events. It is expected that a major push will be made during the 

Primary Elections on May 8 to collect signatures as people go to the polls. 

  

We need you to help spread the word about this dangerous amendment and discourage people from signing the 

petitions. Please do not sign the petition. Please educate your colleagues and friends regarding the problems with the 

amendment and encourage them not to sign the petition. 

  

Also, consider directly talking to signature gatherers and politely ask them questions about what they believe the 

ballot measure will do and explain your concerns. If the signature collector misrepresents the either the purpose 

or the provisions of the constitutional amendment, please review their petition affidavit for their name and 

advise us of the specifics of the conversation. Be courteous and respectful as many of these petition collectors are 

just trying to earn a wage. 

  

Talking Points: 



 

          

     

  

There are regulations here that could hurt dogs - and once they are in the constitution they will be very difficult to 

change. Even standards that may seem a good idea today can change. Science continues to show us new and better 

ways to care for dogs. This would establish standards that would be almost impossible to ever change - even if 

someday we learn a new a better way to care for dogs. 

If these are truly the best conditions for dogs, then why are shelters and rescues excluded? Don't those dogs matter 

and deserve to be kept to the same standards? 

This is going to regulate a lot of people, and it's very confusing as to who would be included. This will be very 

difficult and very expensive to enforce. If it can't be enforced, how will it help dogs? 

The legislature is working on addressing concerns by bringing everyone to the table and including a broad variety of 

stakeholders and animal experts. An open process takes better advantage of expert input, is more inclusive, and is 

ultimately better for dogs.  

Why should these provisions such as crate sizes be enshrined in the Ohio Constitution?  

AKC Government Relations will continue to closely monitor this process and provide updates.  

  

Please share with us at doglaw@akc.org any experiences you have as you share this information with petition 

gatherers and your friends and colleagues. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



 

          

     


