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32nd BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES
CITY OF STAMFORD

RESOLUTION NO.

URGING THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ENACT LEGISLATION
PROHIBITING THE SALE OF DOGS AND CATS IN PET STORES OR ENABLING
MUNICIPALITIES TO PROHIBIT THE SALE OF DOGS AND CATS IN PET STORES

WHEREAS, Chapter 111 of the Stamford Code of Ordinances grants the City authority
to regulate the sale of live animals and to prevent cruelty to animals; and

WHEREAS, state and federal inspection reports document that certain pet stores have
obtained puppies and kittens from commercial breeders with deficient animal welfare
records; and

WHEREAS, abuses endemic to certain commercial breeding operations include
overbreeding, inbreeding, inadequate veterinary care, insufficient food, water, shelter,
sanitation, and lack of socialization and enrichment; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of Stamford residents to ensure that dogs and cats are
raised and sold under safe and humane conditions; and

WHEREAS, improperly bred animals sold through pet stores are at increased risk of
illness and behavioral problems, often resulting in significant financial and emotional
hardship to consumers; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has reported
outbreaks of antibiotic-resistant Campylobacter infections linked to contact with pet store
puppies; and

WHEREAS, Stamford Animal Control and local rescue organizations care for many dogs
and cats in need of permanent homes; and

WHEREAS, prohibiting the retail sale of dogs and cats is likely to reduce demand for
animals bred in commercial breeding facilities and decrease the burden placed on
shelters and taxpayers.

THE STAMFORD CITY BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES THEREFORE RESOLVES
that the Connecticut General Assembly enact statewide legislation prohibiting the



sale of dogs and cats in pet stores, or alternatively, clarify that municipalities have
the authority to regulate pet stores in a manner more restrictive than state law.

Adopted by the 32nd Board of Representatives on , 20
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