
Sec. 14-300. Crosswalks. Pedestrian-control signals. Regulation of pedestrians 

and motor vehicles at crosswalks. Pedestrians who are blind or have guide 

dogs. (a) The traffic authority shall have power to designate, by appropriate official 

traffic control devices, as defined in section 14-297, or markers, or by lines upon the 

surface of the highway, such crosswalks and intersections as, in its opinion, constitute 

a danger to pedestrians crossing the highway including, but not limited to, specially 

marked crosswalks in the vicinity of schools, which crosswalks shall have distinctive 

markings, in accordance with the regulations of the Office of the State Traffic 

Administration, to denote use of such crosswalks by school children; and may 

maintain suitable signs located at intervals along highways, particularly where there 

are no sidewalks, directing pedestrians to walk facing vehicular traffic. 

(b) At any intersection where special pedestrian-control signals bearing the words 

“Walk” or “Don’t Walk” are placed, pedestrians may cross the highway only as 

indicated by the signal. At any intersection where traffic is controlled by other traffic 

control signals or by police officers, pedestrians shall not cross the highway against a 

red or “Stop” signal and shall not cross at any place not a marked or unmarked 

crosswalk. A pedestrian started or starting across the highway on a “Walk” signal or 

on any such crosswalk on a green or “Go” signal shall have the right-of-way over all 

vehicles, including those making turns, until such pedestrian has reached the opposite 

curb or safety zone. 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (c) of section 14-300c, at any crosswalk 

marked as provided in subsection (a) of this section or any unmarked crosswalk, 

provided such crosswalks are not controlled by police officers or traffic control 

signals, each operator of a vehicle shall grant the right-of-way, and slow or stop such 

vehicle if necessary to so grant the right-of-way, to any pedestrian crossing the 

roadway within such crosswalk, provided such pedestrian steps off the curb or into the 

crosswalk at the entrance to a crosswalk or is within that half of the roadway upon 

which such operator of a vehicle is traveling, or such pedestrian steps off the curb or 

into the crosswalk at the entrance to a crosswalk or is crossing the roadway within 

such crosswalk from that half of the roadway upon which such operator is not 

traveling. No operator of a vehicle approaching from the rear shall overtake and pass 

any vehicle, the operator of which has stopped at any crosswalk marked as provided 

in subsection (a) of this section or any unmarked crosswalk to permit a pedestrian to 

cross the roadway. The operator of any vehicle crossing a sidewalk shall yield the 

right-of-way to each pedestrian and all other traffic upon such sidewalk. 

(d) The operator of a motor vehicle who approaches or comes into the immediate 

vicinity of a pedestrian who is blind, as defined in subsection (a) of section 1-1f, 

carrying a white cane or a white cane tipped with red, or a pedestrian being guided by 



a guide dog, shall reduce speed or stop, if necessary, to yield the right-of-way to such 

pedestrian. No person, except one who is blind, shall carry or use on any street or 

highway, or in any other public place, a cane or walking stick which is white in color 

or white, tipped with red. 

(e) Any crosswalk designated by a traffic authority on or after October 1, 2010, 

pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be required by such authority to have 

markings, signage, or any control signals deemed necessary by such authority to 

provide sufficient time for the safe crossing of pedestrians. 

(f) The operator of any motor vehicle who violates this section shall be deemed to 

have committed an infraction and be fined ninety dollars. 

(g) In any civil action arising under subsection (c) or (d) of this section or sections 

14-300b to 14-300d, inclusive, the doctrine of negligence per se shall not apply. 

* * * * 

Sec. 14-300d. Operator of a vehicle required to exercise due care to avoid 
pedestrian. Notwithstanding any provisions of the general statutes or any regulations 

issued thereunder, sections 14-299, 14-300, 14-300b to 14-300e, inclusive, or any 

local ordinance to the contrary, each operator of a vehicle shall exercise due care to 

avoid colliding with any pedestrian or person propelling a human powered vehicle and 

shall give a reasonable warning by sounding a horn or other lawful noise emitting 

device to avoid a collision. A violation of any provision of this section shall be an 

infraction. 
 


