According to a state-by-state study by the Reason Foundation:

-- Connecticut had the 7th highest spending per mile of road in the country at $497,659 per mile. The
national average was $178,116

-- Connecticut had the highest administrative cost per mile in the country at $99,417 per mile. The
national average is $10,864 per mile.

-- Spending on public transportation and employee fringe benefits has risen faster than spending on
anything else.

-- The Special Transportation Fund has a projected surplus and is estimated to grow $300 million in the
next three years, according to the Office of Fiscal Analysis and Office of Policy and Management.
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The rising cost of tolls on the turnpike is “driving business away” from Pennsylvania, Gov. Tom Wolf said

Tuesday morning.

“People using the turnpike are paying too much,” Wolf said during an appearance on KDKA Radio .
“The turnpike really is driving business away.”

The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission has raised tolls 11 consecutive years . Motorists will pay about
6 percent more to drive the turnpike next year, whether they pay cash or use the E-ZPass system.

Toll rates will rise Jan. 6. Drivers paying cash and traveling between the Irwin and Pittsburgh
interchanges will pay $2.25, up 15 cents, while those using E-ZPass will pay $1.38, up 8 cents.

The Turnpike Commission is expected to raise tolls rates every year until 2044 .

Under Act 44 , adopted in 2007, the Turnpike Commission is to make annual payments to PennDOT to
fund non-turnpike highway and bridge projects and provide financial assistance to public transit
systems. Through April, the commission has paid $6.1 billion to PennDOT.

“It turned out to be just burdensome for the turnpike and obviously for the people who use the
turnpike,” Wolf said of Act 44. “It is transferring money into highways, construction outside the
turnpike, which is the idea, but it’s just too expensive for the turnpike and turnpike customers.”



