
A regular meeting of the Board of Rerresentatives of the City of Stamford 
was held at the Burdick Junior High School on Monday, Sertember 12. 19Q9. The 
meeting was called to order by the President, Samuel F. Pierson at 8:15 PM EDT. 

Roll Call was taken. Attendance sheet is attached. 

The Invocation was given by the Reverend L. C, Contos, 

The Clerk presented the minutes of the August 1st meeting and the Srecial 
)Ieeting of July 18th for accertance, subject to a correction on rage 59, namely, 
Resolution ~16 to read Resolution ~22. Sherman R. Hoyt, 19th District, requested 
that on Page 63, the sentence "He reported that Petition #28 re curbs and side
~alks on Dale Street was sent to the City Engineer," be stricken from the min
utes. as not having been a rart of his rerort. Robert Shepherd, 9th District, 
questioned a paragraph on Page 6~ wherein it states that the Pickwick Ice Cream 
Co. matter be referred to the Police Car'tain. As this reference did not appear 
on rage 66 under "Notes", he questioned whether or not it had been referred to 
the Police Cartain. Jeanette L. Bell, 17th District, stated she had recelved a 
cory of such a let ter. 

Babette Ransonhoff, 15th District, moved that the minutes of the August 1st 
meeting be arrroved as corrected. The motion was seconded by Sherman Hoyt and 
PASSED. 

PETITION ~O. 38 was read as follows: "We, the undersi~ned occur ants of the 
Oak rark Project, Stamford, Connecticut, request: That !'ayment in lieu of taxes 

- De no more than one-fourth of ten rer-cent or one dollar per family l"er month. 
At rresent the City of Stamford may collect ten rercent or any rart thereof, or 
may allow this pr0l'erty to go untaxed." 

It was the belief of the Steering Committee that a reduction of the rent on 
this rroject of low cost gpM§jgp would increase the load on the other taxrayers 
of this city, ana that thIS committee was a~ainst any reduction. A letter from 
Patrick J. Hogan, loth District, was read which stated objections to the retition 
si~il ar to those of the Steering Committee. 

Babette Ransohoff, 15th District, stated that she had spoken to ilr. William 
Ward, Chairman of the City Housing Authority, whoadvised her that under the ne~ 
state fin ancing, the rental of those arartmcnts ~ill be reduced to about $~7.00 
or $~8.00 (a reduction of $5 or $61 for a four room apartment, still maintaining 
the 10~ payment in lieu of taxes. James N. Mulreed, ijth District, stated that 
these people ~ere asking for servic~s received by all other taxpayers but that 
they did not wi sh to J'3Y th ~ ir share of the taxes. Hr. Pierson stated that 
these apartments may not always be rented to veteran families. Patrick 
Scarella, 3rd Di s trict, con curred with Mr .. Hulreed and John L" Cameron, 20th 
Di s trict, made a mo tion th at the ret l tion be gi§~~~!Qy£g by this Board. The 
mot ion was seconded by Sherman Ho)'t and PASllMl. 

_ PETITIQN NO. 3~ bein, a retition regardin~cert ance of roads off Newfield 
Avenue was r eferred to the P11nning Board. __ 

The Pres id~nt read it letter from sam Rarcul' own~r of the LOT next to the 
Central Fire House , offerinp, for ~ to the city this lot at 6:31 \fain Streel . 
Mr, Pierson s tat ed that the Steerln ~ Committee had discussed this matter and 
beli eved it was rrorprly a matter t o he r~!~r!~g_lQ_lh~_El~nnin~_~Qa!g and sug-
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gested th ey consult with t he Board of Pu blic Safety on the matter. A motion to 
this effect was made by James Mulreed, 4th Dis trict, seconded by Patrick J. 
Hogan, loth District, and PASSED. 

The President then read a l e tter from Mayor Barrett concerning standard
izatinn of~ick ~gY~s and vacations for employees of Stamford.- Michael E. 
Laurena, 3rd District, made a motion that this Board recommend to the Chairman 
of the Personnel Commission that hi5 comission launch an immediate study into 
this matter of standardization of sick leaves and vacations for employees of 
Stamford. The motion was seconded by James N. flulreed and PASSED. Patrick 
Hogan, loth District, moved that every department be given an orrortunity to 
make its own su~gestions or recommendations to the Personnel Commission with 
their reasons therefor. This motion Was seconded by James W. Harrington, 9th 
District, and fASS'~. 

Mayor Barrett was requested by the President to come lorward and give his 
annual message to the Board of Rerresentatives at this time. 

The President then said: "As you realize, we do not have an official annual 
report from the )Iayor bec~ use it would be at the end ann not at the beginning 
of the- ~'ear. II 

Mr. flulreed explained that The Board felt it im),ortant that the Mayor rre
sent his message at the beginning of the year so that the members would know 
about the various aprrorriations and how they tie into the Mayor's general rlan. 
He stated that we hav~ been ask~d to apjrove or disarrrove recommendations by 
the Board ot Finance without knowing the Mayor's plans. 

After reading his rerort, The Mayor added the following comments l'ertainin~ 
to the auditing of the city's boo~ "Insttad of 4 or 5 men coming in at the 
end of three months for several d~)'s or two or three weeks, it would be far 
better to have a qualified firm to consult with this Board or the Board of Finance 
on the ci ty affai rs. I t would not cost any more in the long run. Every bi 11 or 
contract would be listed and stored away and could be totalled ur and it would be 
a matter of five or six da~'s in p.ettin~ a balance and we would consult with them 
and I:!et their comments and would have a modern job done tor our city .. " 

Hr. Blrrett st:}.ted "th"t the Purchasing Ag"ent's Office will cost the city 
18 to 20 thousand dQ!,1i>.rs-!' Also, "the Charter has turned over to the Mayor's 
Cllfice' t he ~urchasing of some of the items for the Board at Education with prac
tically no rel,et tClthe Board ot Education as they have to keer fHe records just 
the same. There is a mountain of work in the gi~nin~ of checks and OkaYing of 
invoices~ All of this is done without any arrropriation for sameJ What we need 
is a Charter Revision Committee to corc.'ct these and other taults at the Charter." 

, Mr. Barre~~di7h;~~~eason for callir.g in the_Army Engig~rs_qn the 
polution _JU"oble .. -was that they have authority to ~ive orders, whereas we can only 

4r.eQUest in many instances. 
:·Ir. liarrett stated that everybody is questioninR the .l!ru!g~}' of Toms koad. 

"We all know that rlans haVe to com" a lon~ way before beinR affectea:--tn' Con
siderin~ the need of th~ community and knowin~ that Toms Road School was In
evitable, rlans were laid for a divided highway on Toms Road with an idea of 
economy in oI'eration. We could put in drainage in the center, rlowin,! all snow 
into the center, leaving all side\l,'alks and driveways clean of snow. I ,",'ent into 
this with the Engineering Dejartment and the School Derartment. No member of the 
Board of Finance even mentinned this subject with reference to the bud~et. No 
member even asked a question. 

IIWe h1.ve done nothing after four years .tbOUi rlay grounds r Vidal Park ,nd 
---------
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\\est _Side P.ark, except blue prints . II Concerning 5ewer~ in the Cove, he heUeves 
this to be the most imrort~nt rroject, more so than Vidal Park, and the next in 
imrortance i~llJ!tion. He believes the sewers s hould be attended to before 
ol ny rermanent rerairs on the streets are made. The Ma~'or talked about and rec
ommended th~urchase ot property on Vine Road tqr ~ a scaook in tbe not too dis
tant future statin..f_ that this was the fastest '!fowinp section ot the city and ""e 

'WOUld soOn need this rrorerty as a school building site. Also that we needed it 
for dumr iDe snow. 

~Ir. Barrett spoke about the ~ge of some of oJ!LIi£.e fighting apraratus ~nd 
that some of it was beyond rer~ir. 

Mich,el E. Laurena, jrd District, ~sked the ~ayor if he could give us the 
sum and substance of t~.el!Are Uer~rtment Report, as to trends and co§ts of 
new cases in the Town lieUare Derartment. ~'hen told hy the Mayor that tbe trend 
1n relief shows an increase in wel!nre cases, Mr. Laurena wanted to know if the 
Men who get relief could be rut to work on public works. 

Mr. BJ.rrett s<l.id, "W~ cannot force rearle on relief to work, but we can 
offer them jobs. Hany do not come back when offered a job. If we can obtain 
emrlo),ment for them that way it .ill cut the cost of relie!. In 1939 we spent 
in families where there were emrloy~ble I'ersons 15" thousand dollars and got 
back for services rendered work valued at $110.000, II 

Hichal!l \\'ofsey, 1St District, asked: III wonder, Hr, n .. urett, whether ~'ou 
(l re in a rosi t ion to stat fl to this board now ",'hat rou bay~ in mind for futurp 
carll'll exrt>nditures for .1 municiral buildine." 

Mr. S>rrett thinks that for some time ihere has been ver)' much need in 
this communit)' for such a building. I.L.rJ.g..os were ready this wnuld be a good 
time to rut it out for bids, since other bids are tllirty to thirty five rer
cent lower than 18 month_ ,1g0. The contractors tell fir. Borret t that work is 
510\10'. IIThere is a school being bui lt for o7¢ J er fOOl \Io'hereas., before it would 
have cost 97¢ rer foot. Condir.ions ;~re rire for J ublic il~J ' rovements. I believ f:: 
th~ To"n Hall rlans are in existence. Iihether the~v would be aprroved today, I 
h~ve no means of knowin~. Rieht now and not a year from now is the time to 
start." He sta ted that ' the rrese:nt Town Hall in his opinion should be USed as a 
h ~ll of records because it alread)' has several storage vaults which could be 
us ed. "Tile Police De!'olrtment should be in a sero1rate buildin~ ldth the City 
Courts. II 

Geor,! -= V. Connors, loth IHstrict, Solid to the Hayor at this raint, "You 
sloke about a school...gn Vine RO old, 'in the fastest growing :lrea. I I think th 'lt 
over on ~st .§lEE r,Oll h.:a.ve .1 barl con(11 t ion. 500 .'1r art~ents at F::ti rlawn, 108 
1l Dal~ StreetMd probabl), 220 more in a new develorment. I think you oupht to 
t hink of 11 s chool there4 11 

~!r. Uarrett: III w;'\s fFIl!r f' ly giving .1n cXilmrle of ""h1.t should be done. ""e 
have a very fin e Plannine Board, who ~ill tak e your roint into consider~tion.I ' 

Nich l Cl E. Laureno, 3rd Di s trict I i'lsked the Nayor about Ow Bond otH.·i-f!tttjons. 
The fla)'or st~terj our bo!ro",illg cal'acity is S3,630,178,.90 of the $10.000.000 
t otal. H. stated thCliorrowing c31'acity was 5% of the Grand Lis,t'., 

Ja.rnc !"o W. H:l rrinE,!ton, QthL Di\Mict, f\sked the N3yor if hf': contemrlated anr 
imrrovern4'-onts or rer:'llIS to-t .... l- Avenue tind conncctint! streets. He stat· d 
t he roads ""cre in d'::r'lorabte coriaitlon f'.i1d :tlmo~;t injurious to reorle ridinp on 
buses throueh them. 

The \In},or s , id his r1 :3 n was to f.lk,! c'\re of the heavi~st traffic roads fir s t. 

Mr. B,1 rrett stated th.1t he will be avnilabl e and ""'ill ITI(:'et ""ith this bodv 
:tl 1ny time if he C.1n be of s (' rvice , 
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Patrick Scarella, 3rd District, requested that a cory or the Mayor's 
written rerort be rrovided to each Be>rd member. 

Mr. Woisey made a motion th~t we have a ten minute recess, this motion was 
seconded by James W. Harrington, Qth District, and called at 9;~S PH .EDT. 

The meeting was called to order again at 9:S8 PM EDT by the President. 

Louise T. Seeley, 1st District, read the re!'ort of The Fiscal Committee, 
Uron motion made by Louise Seeley, seconded by James Harrington, 9th District, 

IT WAS VOTED that the following resolution be adorted; 

RESOLllilOti # i!3 
BE IT RESOLVED that the expenditure of $1,800 for the rurchase and 
installation of a new heating and hot water boiler for Nq, ;-rire 
Stat i_a.!' .b~ •• i'JlJl1'ovAOd. 

Mr. Mulreed, 4th District, wanted to know why the boiler of this buildin~ 
had not been insrected and who was responsible for the inspection of this boiler. 

Leon Starles, 7th District, asked if the boilers were insured and inspected 
annually by the Insurance Comrany. He felt that all municiral buildin~s should 
have insured boilers that would be properly inspected. 

The President asked for action on the motion. 
George V. Connors, loth District, said that section 619 of the Charter called 

for a vote on each item. A rising vote was taken and the vote was 3i_!2rL 
Q~~~in2! the purchase, 

The next item of Mrs. Seeley's rerort Was a request, previously arrroved by 
the Board of Rerresentatives, fo.-15.500 for labor and materials and. S5,7,0 for 
the purchase of a bulldozer fOL\'~on of t]t"e_ Town Dum£., Mrs. Seeley- ~tated 
that there was no r ecord of the Board of FinanGe's aprroval of this item and that 
was the reason for the repeated request. Mrs. Seeley stated this item had been 
arrroved by her committee and requested that a repeat resolution be arproved by 
the Board at Representatives. 

Upon motioo made by Louis ~ Seeley, seconded by Helen J. Peatt, 16th District, 
lIJ1As..YQIEIl ll..W. 2_l!Ellinn , ·that the resolot·ion be adopted; 

RESOLUIlQ~jig :) 
BH1'1!ESOtvED that the exrenditure of $5,500 for labor and materials 
at the lown Dump and $5.720 for the rurchase of a bulldozer for oper
ation of the Town Dump be arl,roved , makin~ a total exrenditure of 
$11,220.00. 

-----~elen J. Peatt, 16th Dis trict, stated that it seems a long trip for the gar
ba~e men to make to the incenerator when their route winds Dr nearer the Town 
Dump and that this should be continued in oreration. She stated the men ur there 
seem to be doin ~ a very ~ood job, and it would save a ~ood deal of time. 

~
Mrs . Seeley said the matter warranted study, but stated the Cjtv ;pcia~tor 

was bie enough to handle the garbage at both divisions of the city; the city and 
--t he-tOn.. ... !"r ·~~~ . __ . . 

Mrs. ' Seeley's next request was tor the arrropriation ~J. $300 additional for 
clerical helv for the Board of Finance for I he balance of the year. She stated 
her committee recommended the arlroval of t his ar-prorriation, realizing the 
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importance of rroper records of the action of the Board of Finance. 
Michael Wofsey, 1St Vistrict, stated the clerical work must be performed 

satisfactorily and the Board of Finance needs a clerk because the work and r~c
ords of this board have been lacking in some legal aspects. 

Uron motion made by David Waterbury, 8th District, and seconded by Clifford 
waterbury, .th District, lI_~bS_~QIBU 3;_!Qr~ _Q929in§l, the resolution be 
adorted ':! follows~.-:;--:=.-. 

' lffiSOLl1IlO~_!1~s 
BE lr-BESOLV&O that the expenditure ~! 
cre,r[ial help for the Board of Finance 
rear be arrroved. 

$300.00 for additional 
for the balance of the 

Mrs. Seeley's fourth regu~st for r ,rropriat.i.llq..l'as a request for $ •• 900 
additional for the takin~ of the annua census, this in addition to the $5.100 
rreviously arrrorriated for this purpose. 

Michael Laureno, 3rd District, want~d to know how the committee arriVed at 
$10.000 if they based the figure on a rorulation of 72.000 at 10 cents a name 
and if the balance was for clerical work. If that is the explanation he stated 
he was in favor of it. 

James N. Mulreed, .th District, sreakin~ in favor of the aprropriation said 
that Mr. Neuwien eXI'l~ined in detail how they arrived at this fi~ure. They in
tend to incorrorate the City and school census and due to the cost of additional 
information the requested increaSe is necessary. 

Helen J. Bromley, 20th District, raised the guest ion as to whether we need 
the additional information which would increase the cost. She stated she be
lieved we should try and keer some of the costs at what they were originally. 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District" exrlained that Nr Nel~ told him this tab
ulation will be ~ade up in durlicate, one set 3vailable to the-Bo3rd of Education 
for their analysis and the oth~r for the Registrar Of Vg\er3~and Planning 
Commission and therefore, it will not be necessary to hire extra help_ "We have 
already voted for the 7' cents for the Board of Education census and those 
questionuires will be availabl~ to the other bodies,1I he said and was in favor 
of approval of the $ •• 000 additional. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded IT WAS VOTED that the resolution be 
ador t ed , 3!_lQr~_.-Qtt~. 

Bf,;SQLUIlUU:il~ 
-BE'itliESoiVED that the eXl'enditur~ of $ •• 900 additional 

for the takine of the annual census be an,roved. 

Mr. Pierson then asked Mr. Weldon P. ~Ionson, Chairman of the .P.i'.rs5\nnel -Com
mission who was in tht audience to come forward and explain thtdr requ~St" for-an 
additional $5.92l<~r this commission. 

Mr. Monson had with him a rrerared rerort which he read to the Board of 
Rer-resentatives, showing the need fnr the requested funds. 

Willi"", A. Adrianc~, I~th District, pointcd out that the "rrror-riation 
lskcd waS for lo/12ths of a y~~r. 

Mr. ~llIlreed asked how ""lDy-city ~mrloyees would come IIndcr the merit system. 
~Ir. !I,!on~on stated 721, in the classified but that unclassified rersonnel broupnl-
this fi~ure close to,'~ 

IIron mot ion madr S>.muel F. Pierson, 5th District, seconded by James 11'. 

<;....... (,,\t '17' li'lt + }~ ,T ~J"I'If'tL f.,-" ILl tl",.. ~ 
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H3rrington, 9th District, lI_~~~YOI£D_~2-!Qri_3_~g~~~ that the resolution be 
adorted. '\ 

B5SQLUIIQtU:~1 ./ 
BE IT RESOLV&9-THAT an e.yenditore ot $5.997.50 additional 

', __ J .2f.. 111 ..... Personnel Commission be approved. 

Mrs. Seeley then rresented a request for $600 fat-Rand Concerts, and stated 
that the Fiscal Committee recommended apT,roval of this arrropriation. 

Uron motion made by Clifford Waterbury, 4th District, and seconded by Michael 
Laureno, 3rd District, II_~AS_YQT~D_~a_fQ!i_~_~L~~Q that the resolution be 
adopted. 

Jl~SQLlJTlQtu~a 
BE IT RESOLY.&IH'fIa t 
MuslcTans Local 6~6 
Concerts during the 
winter be approved. 

, 
an exrenditure of $600.00 tor the Stamtord 
tor surrlementing Union funds for tree band 
summer and at Community aftairs during the 

The Fiscal Committee recommended an additional arrrorriation of $955 for tfte 
rrintjng ot the annual budget in tne_~~t£.. 

Hr. Hulreed stated he was in tavor ot raying the City's bill but questioned 
its legality. He stated that the bill shoold have been raid out ot existing 
fonds and that no one had any right to contract that bill • .... 

Uron mOl ion made by Loltise Seeley. and duly seconded, lL~:LyruIL3;L!Qri 
Q_~~~Q;-that the res~lutiOh be adolted. 

RESQLUIIQ~_!6~ • 
BE IT R§SOLVED that an exrenditure of $455 additional be arrroved 
foe advertisin~ by the Board of Finance. 

Mrs. Seeley then stated that the Hoard of Finance had voted to arproyriate 
an ad~ition31 $J2,~0' to the Planging ~Qa-I2, but they had not sent the request to 
the Board of Representatives for action by the Steering Committee, although it 
had been brought to their attention in time. 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District, moved and it ~as duly seconded, that this Board 
r.onsider to add this matter to the A~enda~ 

Mr. Mulreed stated he was not orrosed to considering it at this meeting, but 
matters to come before the board most be presented to the Board in time to be 
rlaced on the Agenda so that rrol·er consideration can be given to the matter. 
The Steering Coamittee meetings are held the Wednesday rrior to the meeting. 
That gives the members a little time to consider the various items on the 3gend3, 
and they had not had the onortunity to consider this item. 

Sherman R. Hoyt, 19th District, said he agreed with Mr. Mulreed in general 
but was in favor of considering the matter at this time. 

A standin~ vote was taken to add this item to the Agenda. The vote was 20 
tor, 11 orrosed, 1 abstaining, and since the necessary 2/3 was l acking, THE 
NOTION WAS lJEFEATED. Mr. Pierson then stated the matter would be considered 
under new business. 

The President then read a letter from Town Cher~_9~orge ~1D~ reFarding 
makini voters. The letter stated that sInce tne cost 9J a session for making 
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voters was $37.50, fewer sessions should be held. The Steering Com .. ittee thought 
this was reasonable for .. akin~ voters and it was the opinion of the COJnJnittee to 
deny this request for changing the nu .. ber of .. eetings. Mr. Close when informed 
by Mr. Pierson of the Steering Committee's opinion said he would withdraw his 
letter. -

Samuel F. Pierson, then read a cory of a letter from the Board of Tax kelief 
to the Board of Taxation in Which they· requested financial rei .. bursement for 
their servlCeS ~loL-§eyeral_sessioos in January or e~cK ygar. ~. Pierson's 
letter to the Board of Tax Relief written at the request of the Steering Com-

omittee, was also read. 
Patrick Hogan, loth District, stated with reference to Mr. Pierson's letter 

that he would go even further and ask the Board tC1 ,.resign. 
George V. Connors, loth District, stated they knew they were oot to be pid 

when the Aproint .. ents Committee interviewed the... He also favored asking for 
their resignations. 

llichaelWofseY. 1st District, said he did not think the orrortunity should 
be rassed by without rointin~ out that their services should not be comp~nsated 
any .. are than any others. "I think it is rerfectly outrageous and we should 
denounce them. It is a shameful thing that such a request should be .. ade. There 
are forty reorle here who devote much .. are ti .. e without ray. No where else has 
that kind of a question been raised by anyone board. The Board of Rerresenta
tives, Planning Hoard, Board of Finance and others devote .. uch more ti .. e than 
the Board of Tax Relief clod without comrensation." 

Patrick Scarella, 3rd District, .. oved that this Board reco .... end to the Mayor 
that he request the re . nations of these four-men. 

The motj~n was second and lI_~~S_YQrEn_aQ_fQr._!!_QrtQ~gQ._!_~2~lAiniD2, 
that -the resolution-be ado ted. 

Br;SQLUIlQ~_~3Q 

BE IT RESOLY$D that the M1YOr of The City of Struoford request 
~~lfri<ition of the fuur members of the Board of Tal Relief 
to b~come effective immedi~tely. 

Samuel F. Pierson re~d two reI arts fro .. the Co~mission~r of Health which 
will be Ilocod on file. ' These were concerning the ~l~k!!lS;Lls;LQfn!!CQQ~ aiicr
the §lrg~m_~~§l_Q[_llQlt_§lrt~l, 

Mr. Pierson ~xpressed his orinian that they were excellent rerorts and was 
rteased to see an official of th~ city doinv such a ~ood job, and thanked Dr. 
llrO\ .. '" who was in the audienCe. 

fHchael L,ureno, 3rd District, stated that Mrs. Ginsberg had called him ~nd 
stated that the re!'loval t ank ~ t the ice cream rlant had be~n allowed to overflow 
, nd if th't is 50 there is a possibility that the letter fro .. Or. Brown is 
1.1ckine. In other words, a nuisance still exists. 

f1ic h"el ~of se y, 1st Oistrict, .. oved the relort be rlaced on file. It was 
seconded by Clifford ~aterbury, 4th District, and fAS::!E!1 • 

• Jeanette L. Ben rresented a cory of " survey of the Noroton River, taken 
from the issue of th e Stamford AdvQcatE:, fC'bruary .:l~1 1939, contalnltf~- 'the 
drains, kind of rire, dia~eter of rile, etc. ~he asked lermission to turn it 
over to the Steerin~ Committee sayin~ it would save money in taking are-check 
b:." reason of the fact that only new d:-1.i.ns ot houses and factories that have bef'n 
"dded would have to be m;,de. - -- --

o 

o 

o 



o 

o 

o 

7" 

A Letter was read (rom the __ ~sor concernin~ the comrarison of the exrenses 
of Stamford's Tax _A_~~essOl:' s Of f ice wTfl1\I~~LQ( Jlr.ic4!eport., 

Hr. Pi erson rointed out that Mrs. Seeley's rrevious report on this matter was 
not comrletely reported by the Pres5 and that Mr. Dawless had made a thorough 
analysis and had eone further into the matter than the Fiscal Committee and stated 
that Mr. Dawless' letter "ill be referred to the Fiscal Committee for their 
considerlltion. 

~r. Seeley then sugges ted that the, Assessor's Office attempt to make the 
saviDgs shown ur by the Bridgerort Office. 

The reques t of the Personnel C9mmis~~n for a wai¥S! to Termit them to Yes' 
arrlicants for Personnel Director from a greater area than Stamford was then rre
sented. Thi s matter 1tall-lfeen exrlalned to the Board by Mr. flonson in his rerort. 

It was roint ed out that Section 706 made rrovision for the Board to Termit 
this waiver if it so desired. It was the orin ion of Mr. Wofsey, Mr. Sherherd, 
Mrs. Ransohoff, Nr. Starles and ~lrs. Seeley that the best qualified person should 
receive the Fosition. Mrs. I ansohot! recalled Mr. Monson's statement that in the 
final choice residence in Stamford would be given weight. 

George LockWood questioned to what extent the Personnel Commission attemrted 
to find out how many are qualified for that rosition in Stamford. 

Patrick Scarella, 3rd District, said he would like the test man but thought 
that it was rretty roor if we could not get a good man out of a rorulation of 
70.000 r eople. 

IT liAS VOTED THAT THE WAIVER BE GRANTED. 

The rerort of the Arrointments Committee was Tresented by Daniel Miller, 16th 
District, and the names QL, Dr. Pa~~~~ for ~Qmmi~i~£I_Qf_fYQli~~~!lh and 
H~_~h~rm~n_~l~k~ to serve on the llQ~rQ_Qf_I~!~liQn for a reriod of two years were 
rresented to the Baud for their arrroval. 

Mr. Niller stated that his committee had examined the qualifications of th~ 
men and recommends that the Board of Representatives arrrove these arI0iptments. 

The chair announced the following vote: 
8Q4~_D-QE_HE~~~il - Dr. Paul H. Brown - Unanimous 
~QARD_QE_IA~AIIQM - H. Sherman Blake - Unanimous 

David Waterbury, 8th Districtl rresented to the President a refort of the 
Public Works Committee which he had been asked to deliver bv the Chairman of 
that cOlTJjT\ittee~ 

This rerort was read by Mr. Pierson, James W. Harrington, Qth District, 
raised an objection, sayine that some members of the committee knew nothin~ about 
the rerort and that it was si~ned only by the Chairman, Stearns Woodman. The 
President was .asked to return this rerort to Mr~ Woodman to be resubmitted. 

ThE. President stated that the 5ugP.'estion wa5 
rneetlne that the method of !l2!!Qline be revised. 
members of the Board in alrhabetical order, until 

made at the Steering Committ ee 
The Cierk is to call ur five 
all rresent have voted. 

Hrs. Seeley rresented the nalance "f 
Hell, 17th District, moved that. cOJY " I 

the Fiscal 
the Fiscal 

Committee rerort. Jeanette 
Committee re£ort be mailed 

,..-.-~~ ... -.~--



M'l tli the minutes to each member of the Board. This mot ion was seconded and 
carried, 

Sherman H. Hoyt, 19th District, rerorted for the Planning and Zoning Com
mittee, concerning the revision of his rrevious rerort. This rerort ""'as 
accerted by the Board. 

Leon C. Stalles, 7th District, ['resented the rerort of the Comittee of 
Health nnd Protection concerninR the matter at better lightin~ on Elm Street, 
recommending that the Administrative Dert. make a thorough study of street li~ht
ing and after adorting allan, thot they tryout the lighting on that rart of 
Elm Street between the K of C and St. Mary's Church. 

It was moved seconded and carried that this rerort be accerted. 

Edward J. Wojciechowski, 2nd District, moved that a vote of thanks be given 
Mr. Waterbury for his efforts in makin~ the outinR on Au~ust 28th a success. 

Babette S. Ransoholf, 15th District, read the Ordinance on Sanitation -
Ordinance ~o. I under the new Charter. 

Leonard DeVita, 5th District, raised the question as to sT'ecilic meanings as 
to size etc., of seJ tic tanks beinp' inclurted in the ordinance but Mr. Wofsey and 
~Ir. Pierson exrlained that thi.s was taken care of under the City and State S,1.ni
tary Codes. It W.1S Su~~p.sted that if the code is ul-to-date it should be rub
licized by the Dernrtment of Health, If revision is necessary, that should be 
accomjlished. The Clerk was requested to communicate with Dr. Brown. 

UJon motion by Patrick J. H02an, loth DiRtrict. and seconded 

IT liAS VOTED TO ADOPT '!'HtS ORDINANCE. 

0BlIltiA~CE_~Q<_1 

BE IT ORDAINED bv Sta"ford that no ajartment, boardin~ house 
dwellin~, hotel, commercial or mercantile esta.blishment, or 
any other buildin~ wterein there shall be i,stalled any 
toilet, bathing orsewa~e disjosal facilities shall hereafter 
be constrllcted in areas not serviced by Jubiic sewers in 
Stalnford, liDless, friertathe issuance of a buildin~ rennit, 
the rlans for the se"aee disjosal facilities ."e an roved by 
the Health Co~missioner or his a~PDt. No such installation 
may be covered or concealed unt i i the final i nstalla t ion has 
been 'rrroved by such Health Commissioner or his aeent. 
The owner, afJent. l.essee or tenant of any Jart ot the build
inQ or I remises in ""'hieh such facilities shall have been in
stalled without such ~jroval by the Health Commissioner 
shall be fined nOt Less than $10 nor more than ':'100 for each 
day that such violation shall continue. 

The VOTE "AS - H;A~ 30 ABSTAINEU ~ 

~1ichael Wofsey sue-gested that we 1 ass a resollltion ot our condolence and 
send it to the family of the late lIorace L. ~·oodbury. IT WAS SO VOTED. 

Lron mot ion by Ilaniel )Ii ller, 16th District, and seconded bv James Harrin~
ton 9th District, and Jassed, the meetine adjournpd at 12:50 AM EDT. 

o 

o 

o 
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Petition ~o. 39 - AcceJtance of roads off Newfi e ld Av~. referred to 
Plannine Board. 

Sale of LOT - 631 N.in St., referred to Planning Board. 

Sick Leaves and Vacations - Referred to Personnel Commission. 

Resolutions 23, 2~, 25. 26, 27. 28. 29 - Cories to Mayor, 

Letter from Mrs. Mary Hich - Reterred 

Commissioner of Finance 
Board of Finance 
Controller 

to Zoning Enforcement Officer, 
Heald, Office, 
Cart. Precint II 

Reror! of Public Works Committee - Returned to Nr. Woodman. 

Ordinance No. 1 - Signed by "fayor. President and Clerk and Published. 

Letters to Hayor re; Resolution '30 
Anointments 
Rerort ot Hpalth and Protection Committee 



Repor t of the Fisca l Committee of the Board of 

Representatives - Stamford, Conn. 

September 12, 1949 

The Fiscal Committee of the Board of Representatives held a 
meeting Saturday evening, September 10, 1949, at the home of the 
Chairman- The following were present: Mrs. Louise T. Seeley, 
Chairman, John CamQron, Patrick Hogan, Hunt Sutherland. 

The following recommendations of the Board of Finance were 
considered: 

(1) The request of the Mayor, certified by him as an unforeseen 
emergency, for an appropriation of $1800 for the purchase and 
installation of a new heating and hot water boiler for No . 2 Fire 
Station . This request was approved unanimously by those present, 
and by Mr. Michael Laureno later. 

(2) The request of the Ma~or, previously approved, for $5,500 for 
labor and materials, and $5720 for the purchase of a bulldozer for 
operation of the Town Dump. The Committee recommends approval of 
this item, repeating its recommendation of August 1 that as rapidly 
as is practical, this material be delivered to the lncinerator, and 
that all garbage serviced by the incinerator which originates out
side the special sanitation tax areahbe charged therefor, since the 
entire cost of this service is now c arged to the taxpayers of the 
special sanitation tax area. 

(3) The appropriation of $300 additional for clerical help for the 
Bosrd of F~nance for the balance of the year. Your Committee recom
mends approval of this appropriation, realizing the importance of 
proper records of the action of the Board. 

(4) The Appropriation of $4900 additional for the taking of the 
annual census. This is in addition to the $5100 previously appro
priated for this purpose . Your committee recommends approval of 
this item, but requests a breakdown of the sum, for your considera
tion. 

(5) The appropriation of $5997.50 additional for the Personnel Com
mission. Your Committee recommends approval of this item . 

(6 ) The appropriation of $600 for the Stamford MUSicians, Local 626, 
for the purpose of supplementing Union funds .for free band concerts 
during the Summer in Woodside Park. The President of the local re
ports that the Union is holding these concerts throughout the Sum
mer, that the Union has given $1600 to date. The President further 
reports that $350 will be held for concerts during the winter at 
community affairs, and that the appropriation belongs next year in 
the recreation budget for consideration. Your Committee recommends 
approval of this appropriation . 
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(7) The appropriation of $455 additional for the printin~ of the 
annual budget of in the Advocate, the cost of which was $1055, 
with $600 previously a~~roor1ated for advertising. Your Commit
tee recommends approval of this request. 

The appropriations 2 through 7 were certified by the Mayor as 
unforeseen a~ the time the budget was made up, his certification 
being on file with the Board of Finance. 

~he first of these appropriations, $18qo for, t~~~irt House 
heating plant is chargeable to t~e~o~me~ ~£~tax dlstrict~ 
The other items, totaling $23,472.50 are chargeable to the base 
tax. 

The Chairman of the Board on August 16 referred to thie Com
mittee, with a request for a report at this meeting, the attached 
statement of the City auditor, dated August 13, concerning the 
so-called deficit in the former City account. 

The auditors are entIrely correct in their statement that 
under the former City charter in any fiscal year, the tax rate 
laid must be sufficient, with other funds available for the 
purpose to cover all appropriations for that year, and that 
any additional appropriations after the tax rate is laid must be 
included in the next year's t .ax rate. This is the summary of the 
auditor's position. This i9 a sound municipal financial practice, 
in order to prevent accumulating operating deficits, and it is not 
only required in the former City charter, but is provided in sec
tion 619 of the consolidated charter for the present government, 
and 1n the General Statutes (Sec. 616 rev. 1933) controlling the 
former Town government. 

But Chapter 91 of the Consolidated Charter was written to 
control the transition period from April 15, when the two former 
governments ceased to function, until Jul~ 1, when the first 
fiscal year of the new government was to begin. The charter pro
vided that each of the former governments Should transmit to the 
new government a sum sufficient to meet the appropriations of each 
or the old gov~rnment8 through June 30, Section 913 provides that 
should insufficient funds be left, either by the outgoing Town O~ 
City governments, temporary Tax Anticipation Notes may be borrowed 
to cover this deficit, and these notes must be included ln the 
budget approprlatlons for th~ :i8cal year ending June 30, 1950. 
Thls ls the sectlon of the charter quoted by the Corporation 
Counsel ln his opinion of August 4, 1949. The financial trans
actions of the former Clty government show no such borrowing to 
be included in the appropriatlon for thls year. 

The $125,164.00 referred to by the audltor is an accounting 
deficiency of total approprlations over the tax levy for 1948-49. 
This deficiency was more than covered by the cash surplus of the 
forme~ Clty government at the beginning of the 15 month fiscal 
perlod. The auditors' report of the C1ty's finances as of June 
30, 1949, shows therefor, a cash ba1anc~ of $101,969.00 1n the 
G~neral Fund. Against this sum there are encumbered appropriation 
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balances and other current obligations to be met totaling $63.977.16. 
This left a cash balance of $37.992.781 of which $29.708 is ear- . 
marked for special bond purposes. and ~8.284 is unenoumbered cash 
balance to be included in the retirement fund for outstanding former 
City bond payments. The Town audit for the fiscal period ending 
June 30. 1949. shows an exactly similar situation. Disbursements 
exceeded receipts by $147.817.00. which deficiency was met by 
$100,480.00, which the auditor says, "was appropriated from prior 
surplus to balance the budget", and by $47.336.00 which was trans
ferred from other town funds, such as the Town Housing Authority. 

If the $125,164.00 had been included as a deficiency appropri
ation for the former City government, it would have had to be sdded 
to the surplus of the City fund. and deducted from the bond payments 
in the former City tax levy. and would have had no effect on the 
tax rate laid. 

Your Committee had hoped to be able at this time to begin its 
monthly report of the financial condition of the consolidated gov
ernment, with its position as of July I, and appropriation balances 
as of August 1. and September 1. But the Department of Finance does 
not yet have its consolidated balance sheets ready. We expect by 
October to be able to have a clear, concise report of the flsoal 
condition of our government. 

Among the 23 excellent recommendations of the City auditor in 
his report is number 19. that the boards and officials concerned 
meet in Joint session for a frank discussion. We are heartily in 
favor of such a procedure, so that t~e whole fiscal machinery of 
our government may begin to function efficiently and harmoniously 
so that the people of Stamford, who are paying the bill and re
ceiving the services, can easily understand their common business 
enterprise of City goverr.ment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Louise Talbot Seeley, Chairman 
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Mr. President and 
Members of the 
Board of Representatives: 

September 12, 1949 

Agreeable to the request of the President, I am here this evening 
to make a statement relating to t he conduc t of the city's affairs and 
the condition of its finances. 

There i8 no intention on my part to make any report that can be 
considered as an ANNUAL RE PORT. After all, an annual report comes 
at the end of a fiscal year and not at the beginning. 

Even next year, it will be a physical and human impossibility t o 
prepare an ANNUAL REPORT for the Board of Representatives at the time 
and in the manner stipulated 1n the Charter. 

All through the Charter, the allocation of time for the perform
ance of certain specified functions, reports, and/or hearings 1s fan
tastically insufficient. 

There is an imperative need for the immediate formation of a 
Charter Revision Committee, 1n order that time may be allowed for all 
public officials and employees to perform their duties in an orderly 
and efficient manner. 

Eight days for the Board of Finance to examine and pass upon the 
many items in a budget of several millions of dollars is pitifully 
inadequate . It is even more fantastic to expect your Board of forty 
members to give proper consideration to such a bUdget in the limited 
time stipulated in the Charter. 

Worst of all is the requirement that 
REPORT at the July meeting of your Board. 
ity of making such an annual report is so 

the Mayor make an ANNUAL 
This year, the impossibil

even more apparent. 

An ANNUAL REPORT must contain the substance of the auditors' 
report, as well as his conclusion and his recommendations as to the 
operation of the City's fiscal affairs. 

It usually takes several weeks after the close of a fiscal year 
for the auditors to make their report. After that, it must be assem
bled, with other reports. 

Tonight, I have with me a part of th~ voluminous information 
which would have to be condensed and re-written, then edited, before 
it could be sent to a printer snd put out as an ANNUAL REPORT. Right 
here is two or three weeks of work. Then, the printing must be ad
vertised for bids. With that and the actual printing, more time is 
consumed. 
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The most important document needed to go int o a report for 
the period ending June 30th, 1949 , are the audi tors' reports. 
The reports of the auditors for the f ormer c ~ty of Stamford were 
de livered to me at 2 P.M., Sept ember 2nd . The report of the 
auditor for the former Town of Stamford, was delivered to my 
office September 1st. 

It should be quite obvious that this information could not 
have been incorporated in a report at your July mpeting, as some 
people seem to think should have been done. 

The Charter i6 contradictory. It is confusi11g. It stipu
lates certain procedures to be consummated wi t hin certain time 
limits, which it is not humanly possible to do. 

Among the data which I have with me, are a few completed, 
condensed reports from different departments, which would also 
have to be included in an all inclusive ANNUAL REPORT. 

The job of making a full report for the period ending 
June 30th, 1949, is further complicated by the lack of systema
tic records and of index information in the records of the 
former City of Stamford. 

Another handicap is that no annual reports are available 
for the former City of Stamford, since 1945. 

If I had attempted to make a report to you at your July 
meeting, the report would have been that things were mostly in 
a sorry mess. 

The main obstacle was that no provision was made in eit~er 
the budget of the f~rmer Town or the former City of Stamford ,fpr 
an outside firm of accountants to assist in the merging of the 
many activities and the records of the two governments. 

This work was of such nature and ma~nitude that it could 
easily have justified an expenditure of $15,000 to $2o ~ boo. 
Not having such an appropriation, and trying to economize, your 
Commissioner of Finance, your Controller and your Mayor, worke1 
midnight hours for over a month to set up the framework of your 
new government . 

To assist them, they as ked for an appropriation of $4,000, 
Thi3 was kicked around and delayed until finally, on June 27th, 
$2,500. was made available. On this date, the work should have 
f inished instead of just being started • 

. _ As a result, our departments have, until a few days ago, 
been operating THREE set s of books . This was no fault of ours 
but caused a tremendous amount of de l ay and unnecessary work in 
a ll departments. 

o 
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I can report that quite some satisfactory progress has been 
made in some departments, but not on anywhere near the scale that 
could have been accomplished if proper vision, understanding and 
cooperation had been forthcoming from quarters where i~ was neces
sary, and where we had a right to expect it. 

Auditor Michael Cantore, in his report, refers to delays 
caused by the difficulty in getting quick and accurate information 
from all departments. These delays cannot be charged to our fis
cal executive or service offieials. They were due to conditions 
which we inherited or were caused by delay, lack of vision and of 
understanding on the part of others. 

Your new government found a major part of all the equipment 
of the former City of Stamford in deplorable condition. The best 
of this equipment is being systematically overhauled, painted, and 
made ready for the exacting services needed during the winter monthe. 

Several miles of streets, in the former City area, have been 
oiled and repaired for the first time in several years. If the 
weather permits, other streets will be improved. 

Steady progress is being made in coordinating the different 
departments both as to accounting r~cords and the actual opera
tion of departmental functions. 

The two engineering departments are completely consolidated 
and installed in the old City Council Room. Progress has been 
made in other departments and they are really geginning to operate 
as units. 

Contrary to the thinking of many people, actual oonsolidation 
DID NOT and COULD NOT make any headway until after July 1st, 1949. 

It is and will be a rather slow and painstaking pr.ocess if it 
is to be done thoroughly. That is the way that we are doing it and 
we know that our methods are sound. 

We are constantly reminded of the criticisms and the public 
statements of people who seem to think that they know more than 
we do about running the departments of this City. 

If you could have the benefit of real knowledge ,nd under
standing of the functions of the different departments, these self
apPOinted judges of your officials would, not only loak foolish to 
you, but I think they would actually look foolish to themselves. 

There are so many things that are needed to correct the ac 
cumulated undesirable conditions in our community, that we cannot 
deal with all of them at once. 

We have, however, taken real steps to study and stop pol l ution 
and to put an end to the nuisance and the fire hazards of rubbish, 
etc. in our city area. Army engineers will help us with POLLUTION. 
Our own departments will take care of FIRE and HEALTH hazards. 



, 
• 

- 4 -

Our city, like many others, need a thorough survey, by a 
competent group of citIzens. Such a survey is in the works and 
we wll.1 have the assistance of able local pec.al ? as well as ex
pert assistance from the Connecticut Expend~~r~ Council. The 
expense of this survey is being borne by citizens interasted in 
bood government. .. .. .., 
. . If .it is possible to improve 
we, hope to find out how to do it. 
cheaper, we hope to find that out 

the work of any department, 
If the same work can be done 

too. 

If I am wrong or deficient in my work, that will be noted 
and corrected, as will the work of all departments and all 
employees. 

If the public can be given a better understanding of the 
problems and functions of their government, it is our duty to 
see to it that information which will contribute to that better 
understanding, is made availaDle ~ - and we intend to do just 
that. 

We are planning improved methods of doing work in all de
partments and hope to effect enough improvement so that it will 
be noticeable. ' 

We are at a loss to understand the crippling cuts in cert~in 
important items. In spite of an operating budget which is abo~t 
$100,000. less than was available for the eame work last year, ~e 
will try to do a good job. 

We appreciate the fair-minded approach of the Board of Repre
sentatives to the problems of our new government. We will be 
ready, at all times, to answer any questions or to furnish any 
information which you, through your president, may request. 

With mutual cooperation, I think we can give the people of 
Stamford an administration and services which will be, at least, 
satisfactory to them. 

Here are some of the departmental reports which I will be 
glad to discuss with you. 
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