RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE

STATE COF CONNECTICUT

(ADAPTED FOR USE BY THME ROARD OF REPRESENTATIVES)
(ForR vear 1948-1¢51)

RESOLVED B8Y THE DOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES:
THAT THE FOLLOWING EE ADOPTED AS THE RULES OF THE B04RD OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF STAMFORD:

THE PRESIDEMT

1. THE PRESIDENT SHALL TAKE THE CHAIR AT THE HOUR FOR WHICH THE MEETING 1S CALLED,
HE SHALL IMMEDIATELY CaLL THE BOARD TO ORDER AND AFTER PRAYER AND ROLL—CALL, 1f A
QuoRauw HE PAESENT, PROCEED TO BUSINESS,

2. |N THE RABSENCE OF A JUORUM, THE PRESIDENT MAY ADJOURN THE BOARD TO A DATE WITHIN
7 DAYS THEREAFTER AT THE SAZME HOUR., AT ALL OTHER TIMES DUPING THE MEETING AN AD-—
JOURNMENT SHALL BE PRONOUNCED AY THE PRESIDENT ON MOTION,

3. HE SHELL PRESERVE ORDER AND DECOAUM AND SHALL DECIDE ALL QUESTIONS OF ORDER,
UPON WHICH NO DESATE SHALL RE ALLOWED EXCEPT AT HIS REQUEST; &UT HIS DECISION SHALL
2 SUBJECT TO AN APPEAL TQ THE SOARD, WHICH MUST BE SECONDED AND ON WHICH NO MEMBER
SHALL SPEAK MORF THAN ONCE., NO OTHER 3USINESS SHALL 8F IN OROER UNTIL SUCH APPEAL
IS DISPOSED OF.

4. HE SHALL RISE TO PUT A QUESTION OR TO ADDRESS THE [BOARD, BUT MaY READ SITTING.

5. [N CASE OF ANY DISTURBANCE O DISORDERLY CONQUCT IN THE LOBAY, OR AISLES OF THE
MEETING R00M, THE PRESICENT SHALL HAVE POWER TO ORDER THE SAME TO BE CLEARED.

6. IN CASE THE PRESIDENT WISHES TO LEAVE THE CHAIR FOR THF PURPOSE OF TAKING PART
IN THE DEBATE, OR FROM INDISPOSITION OR OTHER CAUSE, HE HMAY DESIGNATE & MEMBER TO
PERFORM THE DUTIES OF THE ChAIR.

7. IN CASE THE PRESIDENT, OR THE MEMBER NAMED BY HIM [N ACCURDANCE WITH THE PRE-
CFOING QULE, 'S AGSENT AT THE HOUR TO wWHICH THE BOARD STANDS ADJOURNED, THE CLERK
small CALL THE BOARD TN JRDER, AND THE FIRST ZUSINESS SHALL BE THME ELECTION OF A
FRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, WHICH SHALL HE NONE IMMEDIATELY WITHOUT DEBATE, BY BALLOT OR
OFYHEAWISE, AS THE BOARD SHALL DETERMINE ALSO WITHOUT DEBATE, AND THE PRESIDENT PRO
TEMPORE THUS ELECTED SHALL PRESIDE IN THE MEETING AND OISCHARGE ALL THE DUTIES OF
THE PRESIDENT UNTIL HIS RETURN. |IN CASE OF THE DEATH OR RESIGNATION OF THE PPES!I-
DENT, THE CLERK SHALL CALL THE BOARD TO ORDER A5 PROVIDED IN THE FIRST CLAUSE OF
TH1S RULE, AND THE FIRST DUSINESS SHALL BE THE ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT BY 8ALLOT,
WHICH THE BO&rRD SHALL IMMEDIATELY PROCEED TO DO wWITHOUT DEDATE, AND THE PRESIDENT
THUS FLECTED SHALL PRESIDE OVER THE BOARD AND DISCHARGE ALL THE DUTIES OF THE
PRESIDENT DURING THE CONTINUANCE OF THE TEAM OF OFFICE OF THIS Boasp.

MEMBERS

15. BHEN ANY MEMBER IS A30UT TO SPEAK IN DEBATE OR DELIVER ANY MATTER TO THE BOARD,
HE SHALL ARISE AND ADDRESS THME CHAIR AS "MR. PRESIDENT"., |F TWO OR MORE SHALL RISE
AT THE SAMF TIME, THE PRESIDENT SHALL NAME THE MEMRER ENTITLED TO THE FLOOR, PRE=—
FERRING ONE WHO Q1SES I[N HIS PLACE TO ONE WHO DOES NOT,

15. NO WEMBER SHALL SPEAK CN THE SAME QUESTION MORE THAN TWICE WITHOUT LEAVE OF THE
30iaD.

17. NO MEMTER WHO IS INTEAFSTED IN THE DECISION OF ANY QUESTION IN SUCH A MANNER
THAT HF CANNAIT VOTE A*AY STEY IN THE MEFTING WHMEN SUCH A QUESTION IS OISCUSSED OR
NECINFS,
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18. |IF ANY MEMBER, IN SPEAKING OR OTHERWISE, TRANSGRESS THE RULES AND ORDERS OF THE
BOARD, THE PRESIDENT SHALL, OR ANY MEMBER MAY, CALL HIM TO ORDER; AND, |F SPEAKING,
HE SHALL SIT DOWN, UNLESS PERMITTED TO EXPLAIN; AND IF A MEMBER 15 GUILTY OF A
HREACH OF ANY OF THE RULES AND ORDERS, HE MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE BOARD, ON MOTION,
TO MAKE SATISFACTION THEREFOR, AND UNTIL HE MAS DONE 50, HE SHALL NOT BE ALLOWED TO
VOTE OR SPEAK EXCEPT BY WAY OF EXCUSE,

1o, FOorR THE PURPOSE OF MORE CONVENIENTLY COUNTING UPON THE DIVISION OF THE BOARD,
THF PRESIDENT SHALL APPOINT TWO PERMANENT TELLEFS AND TWO ALTERNATES.

COMMITTEES
(NOT MENTIONED IN RULES)
THERE SHALL BE THE FOLLOWING STANDING COMMITTEES:

1. FiscaL

2. LEGISLATIVE AND RULES

3. APPOINTMENTS

4. PusLIC YORKS

. HEALTH AND FROTECTION

. FLANNING AND ZONING

. PUBLIC WELFARE AND RECREATION

JUCH COMMITTEES SHALL AE COMPOSEC OF MEMBERS OF THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES IN
SUBSTANTIALLY THE RATIO IN WHICH SUCH PARTIES ARE REPRESENTED ON THE 204ARD, THIS
JULE MAY 3F CHANGED BY VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE BoaroD,
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J3. ALL COMMITTEES SHALL BE APPOINTED 8Y THE PRESIDENT, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIALLY
DIRFCTED 8Y THE Boanp, THE MEMEER FIQST NAMED SHALL BE CHAIAMAN,

Z4, NO MEMBER SHALL SEPVE ON ANY COMMITTEE WHILE CONSIDERING ANY QUESTION INVOLVING
HIS PRIVATE RIGHT DISTINCT FROM THE PUBLIC INTERFST.

2%. A MATTER REFFARED TO A COMMITTEE AND nNCT REPORTED UPON AT THE NEXT REGULAR
VEETING MiY SE DEMOVED F20M SUCH COMMITTEE'S WANDS AT ANY SUCCEEDING MEETING BY
VOTE OF NOT LESS THAN 1/3 OF THE MEWMPEPS PRESENT, THEREUPON THE MATTER MAY BE
CCTED UPON AT ANY SUCCEEDING REGULA® OR SPECIAL MEETING.

REGULAR CRDER OF BUSINESS

2%, THE O0aDE™ COF BUSINESS SHALL KE .S FOLLOWS, VIZ:

. RECEPTION OF PETITIONS

. RECEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR, OFFICIAL REPORTS
AND DISPOSITION,

3. INTROOUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS,

4, INTRODUCTION OF CRNDINANCES.

5, REPORTS OF COMMITTEES OF THIS BOARD,

6. BUSINESS ON THE CALENDAR.

7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

LS

MOT IONS

30 YHEN 4 MOTION 1S MADE, IT SHALL BE STATED TO THE ROARD BY THE PRESIDENT BEFORE
ANY DEBATE BE HiD THEPEON; BUT EVERY MOTION SHALL BE REDUCED TO WRITING, |F THE
THE PRESIDENT SO DIRECT, OR ANY MEMBER DESIRE 1T,

31, yHEN A MOTION I5 STATED BY THE PRESIDENT, OR READ BY THE CLERK, IT SHALL BE
DEEMEN TO 5E IN THE POSSESSION OF THE BOARD, |T MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME BE—
EN%E DECISION NFf AMENDMENT, FUT NOT AFTER AMENDMENT, UNLESS THE BOARD GIVE LEAVE,

3¢+ THE JUESTION FIRST MOVED SHALL BE FIRST PUT, EXCEPT AS MODIFIED BY RULE 4 FOL-
LA IKG, “NO IN ALL CASES THE SENSE OF THE BOASD SHALL 8E TAKEN FIRST UPON THE
L #4ERT WUM3ER 0R SUM, AND THE LONGEST TIME PPOPOSED, IN ANY QUESTION,
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33. VHEN A QUESTION IS UNDER DNFBATE, NO MOTION SHALL BE RECEIVED EXCEPT:

1. To apJOURN,

2. TO LAY ON THE TABLE,

3. FOR THE PREVIIUS JUFESTION.

4, TO CLOSE THE DEBATE AT &~ SPECIFIED TIME,
5, TO POSTPONE TO A TIME CERTAIN,

6. TO COMMIT OR RECOMMIT.

7. To :MEND.

d. TO CONTINUE TO THE NEXT MEETING,

4, TO PNSTPONF INDEFINITELY,

YHICH SEVERZL VOTIONS SHALL HAVE PRECFOENCE IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY STAND
ARR *NAED IN THIS PULE, AND NO MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE, COMMIT QR RECOMMIT, TO
CONTINUE TO THE NEXT MEETING, OR TO POSTPONE INDEFINITELY, HAVING BEEN ONCE DE-
CIDED, SH3ILL BE AGAIN ALLOWED AT THE SAME SITTING, AND AT THE SAME STATE OF THE
AILL OR SUBJECT MATTER.

34. A MOTION TO ADJOURN SHALL ALWAYS BE IN ORDER, EXCEPT WHILE A VOTE 1S BEING
TAKEN, AND NO MOTION TO ADJOURN OR LAY ON THE TABLE SHALL BE DEBATABLE.

RECONSIDERATION

35. A VOTE SIMPLY OF REFERENCE TO A COMMITTEE CAN BE CONSIDERED ONLY ON THE NIGHT
OF THE VOTE, AND ANY OTHED VOTE CAN E PECONSIDERED ONLY ON THE NIGHT OF THE VOTE OR
THE NEXT SUCCEEDING MEETING NIGHT, PROVIDED THE £8ILL ORf RESOLUTION IS STILL IN THE
POSSESSION OF THE BOARD; AND FURTHER PROVIDED, THAT THERE SHALL BE NGO RECONSIODER-—
ATION OF THE VOTE UPON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS: TO ADJOURN, FOR THE PREVIOUS
JUESTION, OR TO RECONSIDER, AND NO JUESTION SHALL BE TWICE RECONSIDERED.

FARL 1AMENTARY PRACTICE

3AC. THE AULES OF PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE SHALL GOVERN THE BOARD IN ALL CASES TO
WHICH THEY ARE APPLICARLE, AND IN WHICH THEY ARE NOT INCONSISTENT WITH THESE RULES.

40, NC DEZATE SHALL BE ALLOWED AFTER A QUESTION !SPUT AND WHILE IT REMAINS UNDECIDED.

+l. IN ALL CASES WHEN A VOTE 1S TAKEN WITHQUT A DIVISION, THE PRESIDENT SHALL DE-
TreMINE WHETHER IT 15 OR 15 NOT A VOTE; AND IN ALL DOUBTFUL CASES HE SHALL ASK "|s
IT DOUSTED?" |F THE VOTE GE DOUSTED BY A MEMBER RISING IN HIS PLACE FOR THAT PUR-
POSE, IT SHALL BE TRIED 3GAIN, |F THE PRESIDENT SHALL OOUST THE VOTE, OR & DIVISION
BE CALLED FOR, THE BOARD SHALL DIVIDE, THOSE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE RISING FROM THEIR
SEATS AND STeNDING UNTIL COUNTED, AND AFTERWARDS THOSE IN THE NEGATIVE. AFTER THE
PRESIDENT HAS DECLARED A VOTE, IT SHALL NOT BE TAKEN AGAIN UNLESS BY A REGULAR
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION, MADE BY A MEMBER IN THE PREVAILING VOTE OF THE ROARD.

Uz. THE YEAS AND NAYS SHALL BE TAKEN ON ANY QUESTION AND ENTERED 8Y THE CLERK AT
THE DESIRE OF ONE—FIFTH OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT, 4T ANY TIME BEFORE A DECLARATION OF
THE VOTE. VYHEN THE NAME OF A MEMRER |5 CALLED, HE SHALL RISE ANDO ANNCOUNCE HIS
VOTE.

43, |N ALL CASE" OF BALLOTING THEf PRESIDENT SHALL VOTE, IN OTHER CASES HE SHALL NOT
RE REQUIRFL TO VWUTE UNLESS HIS VOTE WOULD BE DECISIVE. N CASF OF AN EQUAL Divis—
ION THE QUESTION SHALL BE LOST,

U4, EVERY MEMBER PRESENT, WHEN A JUESTION IS PUT BY THE PRESIDENT, SHALL VOTE, UN—
LESS EXCUSED BY THE BOARD. AND NO MEMBER SHALL ABSENT HIMSELF FROM THE MEETING
WiTHOUT LEAVE, UNLESS THEPE HE A QUORUM WITHOUT HIS PRESENCE.

VHENEVER AINY VATE 1S TO A€ TAKEN, THE PRESIDENT MAY ORDER THE DOORS CLOSED,
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AND THEREUPON NO MEMBER SHALL LEAVE THE RPOOM UNLESS Y PEQGMISSION OF THE PRESIDENT,
OR THE BOARD, UNTIL THE VOTE IS DECL’REN, RUT WEMBERS SHALL BE ADMITTED AT ANY
TIME,

VHEN & BALLOT HAS EEEN COUNTED, IF ANY MEMHE? SHALL RAISE A QUESTION OF AN EXCESS OF
BALLNTSE OVE: THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRESFNT, & COUNT OF THE BOARD SHALL BE HAD, AND
IF 1T SHALL APPEAR THAT SUCH EXCESS OF BALLCTS EYISTS, THE PRESIDENT SHALL ORDER THE
VOTE TO 8E AGAIN TAKEN,

U5. PERSONS, OTHER THAN MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF REPIESENTATIVES AND STAMFOGD

OFF IC1ALS, WHO DESIRE TO SPEAK WITH MEMBERS OF THE BOARD WHILE IT IS IN SESSION
SHALL COMMUNICATE THEIS DESIRE TO DO SO TO SUCH MEMBERS THROUGH ONE OF THE MESSEN=—
GE7®S, AND SHALL NOT CONVERSE WITH SUCH MEMEER IN THE MEETING R0OM WHILE THE Boaap
IS IN SESSION, ‘

PROPER FACILITIES FOR TRANSMITTING MESSAGES AROVE REFERRED TO SHALL BE PROVIDED 8Y
THF CLERK AND ADMINISTE?ED BY THE MESSENGERS.

THE MESSENGERS AND DOOAKEEPERS SHALL SEE THAT THE AISLES AND SEATS OF THE MEMBEFRS
Z3E NOT OCCUPIED BY PEASONS OTHEC THAN MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, WHILE THE MEETING IS
IN SESSION.

46. THESE RULES SHALL NOT AE ALTERED, AMENDED OR SUSPENDED EXCEPT BY THE VOTE OF AT
LEAST 2/3 OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT,

SUSPENSION OF 4 SULE SHALL BE FOR A SPECIFIED PUSPOSE 02 PURPOSES] AFTER THE
LCCOMPL ISHWENT OF SUCH PURPOSE, THE RULE SHALL REMAIN IN FORCE AS BEFOQE.

B
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RESOLVED by the Board of Representatives that the rules be amended

{1} by adding to the standine committees
B, Steering Committee

(2) by adding the following runles:

26, Any petition or other communication which, in the opinion of
the Fresident orClerk, is properly the business of a standing committee
of the Board or of a duly constituted executive or administrative au-
thority of Stamford, may be referred by the President or Clerk directly
upon receint to the proper committee or awthority, A report of the na-
ture of each such petition or communication and its disposition shall be
made to this Board at its next meeting. This procedure shall not apply
to communications from the Mayor or from any duly elected or appointed
Board or officer unless requested by the individual or Board concerned.

27. In addition to any other duties or functions assigned, the
Steering Committee shall prepare the agenda for all meetings of this
Board. All matters which any Representative shall desire to be placed
on such agenda shill be presented to the Steering Committee not less
than 5 days before¢ such meeting, No business other than what appears
on the agenda shall be transacted except by consent of two-thirds of the
members present at a meeting of the Bonard of Representatives.





