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RULE3 OF THE HOUSE OF REPhE3ENTATIVES 
OF THE 

5TAT~ OF CONNECTICUT 

(ADAPTED FOR USE BY THE RO~.o OF REPRESENTATIVES) 
(FOR YEAR 19~9-1~51) 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF REPRESENT~TIVES: 
THAT THE FOLLOWIN~ ~E ADOPTED hS THE RULES OF THE 90""0 OF 

REPRF.sENTATIVEs OF STA~FORD: 

THE PRES IDH'T 

1. TH" PRE~IDENT ~HALL H~E THE CHAIR AT THE HOUR FOR WHICH THE ~EETING IS CALLED, 
HE SHALL IMMEDIATELY CALL THE BOARD TO ORDER IND AFTER P.AYER AND ROLL-CALL, IF 4 
QUORU~ BE PRESENT, PROCEED TO BUSINESS. 

2. IN THE 4SSE_Ce OF A .~UORUU, THE PRESIDENT MAY ADJOURN T"E BOARD TO A DATE WITHIN 
7 DAYS THEREAFTER AT THE S .... E HOU •• AT ALL OTHER TIMES DUPING THE "EETING AN AD
JOURNMENT SHALL BE PRONOUNCED AY THE PRESIDENT ON MOTION. 

3. HE sHtLL PRESERVE ORDER AND DECO'UW. AND SHALL DECIDE ALL QUESTIONS OF ORDER, 
UPON WHICH NO DE6~TE S~'LL P.E ALLOWED EXCEPT AT HIS REQUEST; .UT HIS DECISION SHALL 
~E SUBJECT TO AN IPPF.AL TO THE ~OA.D, WHICH MUST aE SECONDED AND ON WHICH NO MEMBER 
SHALL sPEA~ MORF THAN ONCE. NO OTHER 3USINESS SHALL O. IN ORDER UNTIL SUCH APPEAL 
15 DISPOSED OF. 

~. HE SHALL RISE TO PUT A ~UE,TION OR TO ADDRESS THE 60ARD, BUT MAY READ SITTING. 

5. IN CASE OF "Y DlsTU.aANCE C\' DISORDERLY CONDUCT IN THE LOe~y, OR lISLES OF THE 
MEETING 0001,1, THE PRESIDENT SHILL HAVE POWER TO ORDER THE SAME TO eE CLEARED. 

6. IN CASE T"E PRFslDENT WISHES TO LEAVE THE CH ,IIR FOP THF PUPPOSE OF TAv.lNG PA.T 
IN THE DESITE, OR FROM INDISPOSITION OR OTHER C'U~E, HE ~'Y DESIGNATE' MEMBER TO 
PERFO~M T~E OUTIEs OF THE C"AIR. 

7. IN C'!E THE ;>RE5IOENT, OR fHE MEMeER NAMED BY HI~ IN 'CCOAO'NCE WiTH THE PRE
CFDING RULF., I~ .;;SENT H THE HOUR TO WHICH THE BOARD STANDS AOJOURNED, THE CLERK 
SMILL CALL THE BOIRO T0 ~RDER, AND THE FIRST BUSINESS SHALL BE THE ELECTION OF A 
PRESIDENT ORO TE"PO~E, ,'HICH SHALL HE nONE IMMEDIATELY WiTHOUT DEB.TE, BY BALLOT OR 
O?HEOWlsE, IS THE BaiRD SHALL DETER~INE ALSO WITHOUT OEBATE, AND THE PRESIDENT PRO 
TEMPORE THUS ELECTED s.ILL PRESIDE I_ THE VEETI~G AND DISCHARGe ALL THE DUTIES OF 
THE PRESIDENT UNTIL HIS RETURN. IN CASE OF THE DEATH OR RESIGNATION OF THE pOESI
~~NT, THE CLERK SHALL CALL THE BOARD TO ORDER AS PROVIDED IN THE FIRST CLAUSE OF 
TUIS RULE, AND THE FIRST e USINEss SHALL ae THE ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT BY BALLOT, 
WHICH THE BOARD s~ALL IM~EDIATELY PROCEED TO DO wiTHOUT DEaATE, AND THE PRESIOENT 
THUS FLECTED SHALL POEslDE OVER THE BOARD AND DI~C~ARG~ ALL THE DUTIES OF THE 
PRESIOENT DURING THE CO~TI"UANCE OF T"E TE.~ OF OFFICE OF THIS BO.RD. 

MEMBERS 

15. ~HF.N ANY MEMap IS r,~OUT TO SPEAK IN DEBATE OR DF.L!VE< ANY MATTER TO THE BOARD, 
HE SHALL ARISE IND ADDRESS THE CH'IR AS "MR. PRESIDENT". IF TWO OR MORE SHALL RISE 
liT THE C;,.VJ.F TI"w4E, THE PPESIOENT SH.'LL NAt·e THE ME~+2E~ ENTITLED TO THE FLOOq, P~E

F~qq1N5 ONE w~o Qises IN HIS PL~CE TO ONE w~o DOES NOT. 

16. NO ~EMheO SHilL ~O~.K ON THE s.ME QUESTION MORE THIN TWICE wiTHOUT LEAVE OF THE 
~O.'D. 

17. ;.I~ '''''''ER WHO ,IS INTE " FSTED IN THE DECISION OF ANY QUFsllON IN SUCH A ~ANNF.R 
"H.'T Hr r 'NN'n VOT~ "IV SHY IN TH~ MEFTI NG WHEN SUCH A QUESTION IS DISCUSSED OR 
1')F::'Ir)FC. 
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10. IF ANY "'E"'eER, IN SPE.KING OR OTHERWI SE, TRANSGRESS THE RULES AND ORDERS OF THE 0 
aOAQD, THE P~ESIDeNT SHALL, OR ANY ... EMeER ... AY, CALL HIM TO ORDER; AND, IF SPEAKING, 
HE SHALL SIT DOWN, UNLESS PER ... ITTED TO EXPLAIN: AND IF A "'EMBER IS GUILTY OF A 
~RFACH OF ANV OF THE RULES AND ORDER$, HE .... V BE REQUIRED BV THE 80ARD, ON ... OTION, 
TO ·,ae SATISFACTION THEOEFOR, AND UNTIL He HAS DONe SO, HE SHALL NOT SE ALLOWED TO 
VOTF OR speAK ExcePT BY WAY OF eXCUSE. 

l~. FOR THE PURPOSE OF "'ORE CONVENIENTLY COUNTING UPON THE DIVISION OF THE BOARD, 
THF PRESIDENT SHALL APPOINT TWO PERMANENT TELLE.S AND TWO ALTERNATES. 

CC+A1ITTEE3 

(NOT MENTIONED IN RULES) 

THERe SH<LL BE THe FOLLOWING STANDING COMMITTEES: 

1. FISCAL 
2. LEGISLATive AND RULES 
3. ApPOINTMENTS 
'I. PUBLIC VORKS 
5. HEALTH AND PROTeCTION 
O. FLAN"ING AND ZONING 
7. PUBLIC reLFARe AND REC~EATION 

~ uce CO ..... ITTeF5 SHALL RE COMPOSEC OF ... eMBERS OF THE MAJon POLITICAL PIRTleS IN 
. USSTANTIILLY THe RATIO IN WHICH SUCH PARTIES ARe REP_ESENTEO ON THE BOIRD, THIS 
'ULE ... IY 3£ CHANGED SY VOTe OF • MIJORITY OF THE BOARD, 

"3. ALL CO.~ITTEfS SHALL BE APPOINTED ey THE POESIDfNT, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECI<LLY 
OIR'CTED BY TeE 80ARO. THE "EMeER FIRST N .... ED SHALL BE CHAIR"'IN. 

it;, NO "E"B~R SHILL SEPVE ON ANY COMMITTEE WHILE CON S IDERING ay QUESTION INVOLVING 
HIS P'IVATE RIGHT DISTINCT FROM THE PueLIC INTe'F'T. 

2~, . A 'tATTeR ~EFF'.ED TO A CO""'ITTEE .ND NCT ~EPO"ED UPON AT THE NEXT REGULAR 
'.'fETING f.!" Y ?E OE'Aoven FCQ • ..e ~UCH CO'~IITTee's ... aNOS .1T :"NY SUCCEEOING MEETING BY 

VUT" OF NOT LESS THA~ 1/3 OF THE MEUPE.S pqESENT. THEOEUPON THE MATTER MAV BE 
ICTED UPO. AT •• , SUCCEeDING O€GULI' ~R SPECIAL UEETING. 

REGULAR ORDER OF BU31NE53 

2&. THE O~Di ~ OF ~U'INESS SHALL ~E AS FOLLOWS, VIZ: 

1. REcepTIO. OF PETITIO_, 
2. RECEPTION OF CO,Jt,AUNICATIONS FROM THE '.IAYO', OFFICIAL REPORTS 

AND DISPOSITION. 
3. INTRODUCTION OF 'ESOLUTIONS. 
4. INTRODUCTION OF ConINANCES. 
5. REPOqTS OF COMMITTEes OF THIS BOARD. 
6. 9USINESS ON THE CALE"D'O. 
7. MISCELLANEOUS 3USINESS. 

MOTION3 

30 VHeN • MOTI ON 15 MIOE, IT SHALL ae STATED TO THE ~O.RD BY THE PRESIDENT BEFORE 
ANY DE~.TF ee HI D THEOEON: ~UT EVERY MOTION SHALL BE REDUCED TO WRITING, IF THE 
THE PRFSIDENT SO DIRE CT, O. ANY ",eMBER DESIOE IT. 

o 

H. vHEN I \40TI ON IS SHTfO BV THE PRESIDENT, O~ RE~D BV THE CLERK, IT SHALL Be 0 
Df"',or.O TO ', ' IN THE POS,",510N OF THE 80ARD. IT MAY BE WITHDRAWN IT ANV TI"'E Be-
C'') .,= ~~ rIS I O N 1')(; ~MF.NO'!F.NT, rUT NOT AFTEP AMENDMENT, U~lESS THE BOARD GIVE LEAVE • 

••• r HF JUE.T IO . FlnST ~OVED .HALL BE FIOST PUT, EXCEPT AS MODIFIED BY RULE LI FOL
L ~ '· '" ';, ,Ne I N .LL c ~ .e. THE SENSE OF THE IlClA <O ,H.ILL BE HKEN FIRST UPON THE 
L ·'''' -: F~T " U ~ ' ::' Fo 0;1 CjU ~, ANO THF LONGEST TI~JE PO"POSED, IN ANY QUESTION. 
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33. tHEN A OUESTION IS U~DER OFeATE, NO MOTION SHAll BE RECEIYED EXCEPT: 

1. To ADJOURN. 
2. To lAY ON THe TABLE. 
3. FOR THE PREYI~U' ?U"~TION. 
4. To CLOSE THE DE6 ~TE AT • SPECIFIED TIME. 
5. To P05TPONE TO A TIME CERTAIN. 
6. To CO~MIT OR RECOMMIT. 
7. To ."E NO. 
d. To CONTINU" TO THE NEXT MEETING. 
Y. To P"~TPONf '"DEFINITELY. 

tHICH SEVERol VOTIONS SHAll HAVE PREC"DENCE IN T"' ORDER IN WHICH THEY STANO 
•••.• ,r,[J IN THIS 'UlE, AND NO MOTION TO lAY ON THE TAalE, COMMIT OR RECO .... ", TO 
CONTINUE TO THE NEXT MEETI"G, OR TO PO",TPONE INDEFINITELY, HAVING SEEN ONCE DE
CIDED, SH'll BE AGAIN AllOWED AT THE SAME SITTING, AND AT THE SAME STATE OF THE 
Rill OR SUBJECT MATTER. 

j~. A MOTION TO ADJOURN SHAll ALWAYS BE IN ORDER, EXCEPT WHilE A VOTE IS BEING 
TlkEN, AND NO MOTION TO ADJOURN OR lAY ON THE TABLE SHAll BE DEBATABLE. 

RECON.3IDERATION 

35. A YOTE SIMPLY OF REFERENCE TO A COMMITTEE CAN BE CONSIDERED ONLY ON THE NIGHT 
OF THE VOTE, AND •• Y OT_Eo YOTE CAN _,e 'eCONSIDERED ONLY ON THE NIGHT OF THE VOTE OR 
THE NEXT SUCCEEDING MEETING NIGHT, PROVIDED THE Bill OR RESOLUTION IS STill IN TH~ 

POSSESSION OF THE 80ARD; AND FURTHER PROVIDED, THAT THERE SHAll BE NO RECONSIDER
:.TlON OF THE VOTE UPON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS : TO ADJOURN, FOR THE PREVIOUS 
lUESTION, OR TO RECONSIDER, AND NO gUESTION SHALL BE TWiCE RECONSIDERED. 

"A RLIAMENTARY PR~CTICE 

39. THE RULE S OF PARll hMENTARY PRACTICE SHAll GOVERN THE 'SOARD IN ALL CASES TO 
WHICH THEY ARE APPllCA elE, .ND IN ~HICH THEY ARE N~T INCONSI5TENT WITH THESE RULES. 

~O . NO DUA TE ~HAll BE 'llOwED AFTER A ~UESTI ON IS PUT .'ND WHILE IT REMAINS UNDECIDED. 

;1. IN lLl CASES WMEN A VOTE IS TAKEN WITH OUT A DIVISION, THE PRESIDENT fiHAll DE
- , O ' !IN ~ ., HOTHER IT IS 00 IS NOT A VOTE; AND IN All DOUBTFUL CASES HE SHALL ASK "Is 
IT DOU3TED?" IF THE VOTE SE DOUBTED BY A MEMRER RISING IN HIS PLACE FOR THAT PUR
POSE, IT S~All BE TRIED .GAIN. IF TH~ PRESIDENT SHALL DOUST THE VOTE, OR A DIVISION 
~E CillED FOR, THE 30ARD SHAll DIV I DE, THOSE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE RISING FROM THEIR 
S ~ ATS AND ST •• DING UNTil COUNTED, AND AFTERWARDS THOSE IN THE NEGATIVE. AFTER THE 
PRESIDENT HA, DECLARED A VOTE, IT SMALL NOT BE TAKEN .IGAIN UNlE~S BY A REGULAR 
YOTION FOO OECONSIDEROTIO., ~ .DE BY A MeMBeR I N THE PREVAiliNG VOTE OF THE ~OARD. 

42 . THE YEAS AND NAYS SHALL Be T.KEN ON ANY QUESTION AND ENTERED BY THE CLERK AT 
THE DESIRE OF ONE-FIFTH OF THE MEMBEOS PRE SENT, .T ANY TIME oEFOOE A DECLARATION OF 
THE VOTE . ~Hr-N THE NAME OF A MEM~EO IS CALLED, HE SHALL RISE AND ANNOUNCE HIS 
VOTE • 

43. IN All CI SE" OF BAllOTING THE PRESIDENT SHAll VOTE; IN OTHER CASES HE SHAll NOT 
~E .EQUIRFe TO V~ TE UNLES S HIS VOTE WOULD BE DECISIVE. IN CASf OF AN EQUAL DIVIS
ION THf QUESTI ON SHALL BE l OST. 

U~. EVfRY MEMBEO POESENT, ~H f N A ?UESTION IS PUT BY THE PRESIDENT, SHAll VOTE, UN
lfSS EXCUSED AY THE 80ARD. AND ND ~EMBER SHAll ABSENT HIMSELF FROM THE MEETING 
wiTHOUT LE AVE, UNLESS THE?E e e • QUOPUM WITHOUT HIS POESENCE. 

'"FN!VER ' NY vnTE IS TO ~~ TAKEN, TH~ PRESIDENT MAY ORDER THE DOORS CLOSED, 
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A~O THEOEUPON NO ME~AE. SHILL LE>VE THE POOU UNL~SS i Y PEOMI~SION OF THE PRESIDENT, 
OR THE BOARD, UNTIL THE VOTE 15 OE C L 'R E~. RUT "EMBER S SHA~~ ~E ADfAITTED AT ANY 
T I ME. 

~HEN A BALLOT HAS EEEN COUNTE ~ , IF INY ME~~E' SHILL OIISE A QUESTION OF IN EXCESS OF 
?'LL~T~ OVE : THF NUMflEO OF lJf"aEq~ P'E 5F"T, • COUNT OF THE BOARD SHALL BE HAD, AND 
IF IT SHILL APPEAR THAT SUCH EXCE5S OF ~ 'LLCTS HISTS, THE PRESIDENT SHALL ORDEO THE 
VOTE TO 9E AGIIN TOKEN. 

!lS. PEOSONS, OTHEO THAN MEM9E~S OF THE 90ln D OF REP.ESENTATIVES AND STAMFORD 
OFF ICIALS, WHO DE~IRE TO SPEIK WITH MEMBERS OF THE BOAPO WHILE IT IS IN SESSION 
SHALL COMMUNIC:.TE THEI' DESIRE TO 00 SO TO SUCH MEMBERS THnOUGH ONE OF THE "'ESSEN
GF.OS, AND SHALL NOT CONVERSE WITH SUCH MF.M&ER IN THE MEETING .OOM WHILE THE BOARD 
IS I~ seS ~ IONt 

POOPER F4CILITIES FOq TRANSMITTING MESSAGES A~OVE REFERRED TO SHALL B~ PROVIDED 8Y 
THF CLE~K AND AO"'INISTEoEO ey THE MESSENGERS. 

THE MESSENGERS AND OOO~<EEPEqS SHILL SEE THAT THE AISLES ANO SEATS OF THE MEMBEF5 
'~E NOT OCCUPIED BY PF..SONS OTHE " THIN MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, WHILE THE MEETING IS 
IN SESSION. 

!l6. THESE RULES SHALL NOT ~ E aLTERED, A~E~DED OR SUSPENDED EXCEPT BY THE VOTE OF AT 
LEAST 2/3 OF THE MEMRE.S POESENT. 

3USPENSION OF A 0ULE SHALL eF. FOR' ·PECIFIEO PURPOSE OR PUqPOSES; AF~Eq TH~ 

ICCOMPLIS.YPNT OF SUCH PURPOSE, T"E OULF SH4LL "E~AIN IN FORCE AS BEFOOE. 

••••••••••••••• 

o 

o 

o 



/ . 

o 

o 

RESOLVED by the Board of Representetives that the rules be amended 

(1) by adding to the standin~ committ~es 
8. Steering Committee 

(2) by adding the following rules: 

26. Any petition or other communication which, in the opinion of 
the President or Clerk, is properly the business of a standing committee 
of the Bo~rd or of a duly constituted executive or administrative au
thority of Stamford, may be referred by the President or Clerk directly 
upon receiot to the proper committee or Authority. A report of the na
t ure of eac~ sud pet it ion or C01!llllun icat ion lind its disposi t ion shall be 
m~de to this Board at its next meetin~. This procedure shall not apply 
to communications from the Mayor or from Any duly elected or appointed 
Board or officer unless requested by the individual or ROArd concerned. 

27. In Addition to IIny other duties or fUDctions assigned, the 
Steering Committee shall prepare the agenda for all meetin~s of this 
Board. All matters which any Representative shall desire to be placed 
on such agenda shnll be presented to the Steering Committee not less 
than 5 days b~fore such meptinR. No business other than what appears 
on the agenda shell be transActed except by consent of two-thirds of the 
members present at a meeting of thp Board of Representatives. 




