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1-B -In considerin~ the Budget, only those items passed hy the Board of Repre-
sentatives, which involved discussion and/or chan~e, are recorded here. All 
other items of the Budget were approved, as approved by the Board of Finance. 

All page numbers cover! n2 the budget meetin~s are followed by the letter "B". 

MAL11I .. _l!l511 

An adjourned meetipg, of the Board of Representatives was held at the Burdick 
Junior High School on ~Iay 10. 1950. The meeting was called to order by Samuel 
Pierson, President, at B p.m. present were Daniel Miller, 16th District, and 
Babette Ransohoff, 15th District,. 

ilaniel Miller, 16th District, HaVE.D the meeting be adjourned to Tuesday, May 
16, 1950, at B p.m. due to lack of a quorum! seconded by Babette Ransoheff, 15th 
District, and PASS~D. 

The meeting /ld.iourned at 8:05 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Babette S. Ransohoff, Clerk 
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The ad.iourned .meetinc of the Board of Representatives was held on }I~y. 16, 
1950, and called to order at 8 p.m. by the President, Samuel F. Pierson; Roil 
call was tnken with 37 pre$ent and 3 absent. 

Absent members were: 
John Gacher, 2nd District 
John Can~van, 11th District 
~ugene Kaminski, 13th ~istrict 

Hr. pierson said it was the thought of some of the members of the Board that 
there should be a reading of the official figures of the hudp,et as passed by the 
Board of Finance, and then have the recoJ1ll1lendat ions of the Fiscal Commi ttee where 
the figures differ. The members of the Board would then he allowed to study the 
budget so they could take action. He ~lso brolJ~ht out the fact that there WE're 
some matters deferred from pr~vious meetings . 

• Jal'tp.s ~lulreed, ~th ;)istrict, MOV~il the Board list the recoJ1ll1lendations of the 
Board of Finance in their books and that no action be taken On any of the items 
in order to ~ive the Board members time to examine the budget as a whole; that 

.debate be permitted on any controversial items in the budget, but no action taken. 
The motion was seconded and CARRIED • 

. J!rs. Hil.ll.~lte, the..A.!!wh elected representative of th~ 17th District, 
was ~iven the oath of offis'.~Y . the pres{dent. 

Mr. Pierson read the following re~olutipJl.from the Board of Finance submit
tin~ the budQet to thp Board of Representatives: 

"RIlSOLVl:.il that the itel'lized estimate of expenditun,s of the Hunicipality of 
Stamford for the ensuin~ fiscal year, July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1951, amounting to 
$7,~8],B~3.16 is hereb)' approved by the Board of Finance, and be it further 
resolved that said~~~roved b~~get be forthwith lfag~mitted __ to the Clerk of the 
Board of RepresentatIves for its action thereon. 

(gi~ned) 

(sir,ned) 
(signe'!) 

Respectfully submi ned, 
r.. G"ynor Brenn.,n, Chai rman (signell) Charles T. McKean, Hember 
:Jr •• Jam":; J. Costanzo, Member (sip,ned) \i'llter F. Randall, Member 
)iic~01"5 . .1. Gor!'!"n, 1·lember (signed) Hillph A. Shulman, ~lember 
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}lr. Pierson then read the figures as recollUllended by ,the Board of Finance, and 
Mrs. Louise Seeley, Chai t'llliUI of the Fiscal COIIIIIIi ttee, p,ave the fit!ures as recom
mended by that ~ittee. 

During the listing of the figures, it was brout!ht out that the Board of 
Finance included in t he Board of I!.dllcat ion budget an item "Custodi an's Ret i remen t 
Fund" in the amount of $4.300. This item was written in by pen and ink. The 
authority for the insertion of this item was guestinned, and also the fact that it 
was included in the Board of I!.ducation bud~et was also questioned. 

RCRinald Newien of the Board of ldllcation. pointed out that the amount in the 
Custodian's Retirement Fund should be a part of the Hayor's operating budget as 
provided by State Statute. The Statute covering this item was House Bill 842, 
Special Act W489, General ' Assembly 19~?, 

Babette Ransohoff, 15th District, MOVED the report of the Fiscal Committee be 
read, seconded by Daniel Hiller, 16th District, and CARRIhD. 

Louise Seeley, Chait'lllan, read the report--copv of which is attached. 

RObert Shepherd, 9th iHstrict, HOVI!.D a five minute recess, seconded by Helen 
Bromley, 20th uistrict, nnd CARRII!.D. 

The me~tin~ was called back to order at 10:30 p.m. to hear the figures of the 
Ca~ital Projects Program as submitted to the Board of Repr~sentatives. 

Robert Shepherd, 9th Jistrict, said that in view of the fact that until the 
public hearing on the cap ital budget no action is final, he questioned if there 
was any point of the Board receiving the recommendations on the capital bud~et 
at this time. 

The President said th~t th~ Board of Financ~ feels they comolicd with the 
public hearing and therefore plan no further action on the capi tal budget. He 
pointed out, however, that the fact renains ~hether the Board of Representatives 
should have a hearin~ on the capital budget ns submittcd to them. 

James Nulrecd, 4th District, said he couldn't see what useful purpose a 'Pub
lic hearing would have at thi" particular stage of the game. The cuts have already 
been made by th." Plann ing Board and by the Board of Fin~nce. He noted this Board 
could ~ake no additions to the items which have already been cut. 

Robert Shepherd, 9th - District, said the Charter provides that there be a oub
lic hearing aiter the cani tal budv. ,·t is prp.sented by the Hayor to the appropriate 
boards. He said it S('P.ITIS it i5 not up to this Board to decide if a hearing will 
serve a useful purpo'le. The public expressions and desires as to what t ,hey want 
and what they are willing to oay for arc provided for in the Charter. It seemed 
to him that in the first Vf'ar of the Charter it is poor poliq' to shrug off the 
important functions of the nublic in participating in both the nlanning and 
appropriating stag,-"" of th~ budp,ets. He s:tid h'" thought that in view of the re
quirements that it Uf: done, we hwe no right to take any action until Section 616 
is complied with and a certification is subsequent1v received from the Board of 
Finance. 

, . , 

James Hu1reed, ~th 0istrict, said now that the budget has been cut, and we 
have no power to restore it, it seems the only sentilTlent of expression by the 
public hearing would be r",questinl1 relief frorn poor streets and in proper sanit a
tion. Yet this Board has no power to give such relief. Our only function is to 
accept or cut the budgp.t as present<,d to us. 

Nichae1 Wofsey, 1st uistrict, said that the Board of Finance has not acted 
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legally on the capital burlget because Section 616 had to be satisfied. He went 
on -to say that the ,ioint meeting of the Board of Finance and Board ot Representa
tives was restricted to the oper~ting budget. At that time the capital budget 
was not nassed on to the Board. Had it been, they would have been able to have 
the public hearing at the same time. So tar, he said, the public has not been 
heard in the capital budget excent betore the Planning Board. He said he thou~ht 
it of vital importance, anrl a~reed with Mr. Shepherd, as to whether or not the 
Board of Finance actually passed a 1epa1 capi t~l bud~et. He su~gested it be a 
matter which should be discussed with the Corporation Counsel immediately. He 
thought the meeting should be called by the mayor, and whether the Board ot 
Finance thought they had to be there or not, they had to be if the mayor called it . 

John CalTleron, 20th ~istrict, called attention to the fact that most ot the 
items in the c~pita1 budget were to be obtained by bond issue and that the certi
fying companies are usually rather technical. He thought we should be careful to 
see that all formalities are complied with. 

Robert Shepherd, 9th Jistrict, MOVeD that we defer action on the capital 
budget until the matter could be discussed with the Corporation Counsel as to 
whether or not the capital budget ~s passed by the Board of Finance is a legal 
budget, seconded by Babette Ransohoff, Isth ~istrict, and PASSeD. 

Michael Wofsey, 1st District, sug~ested an amendment to the motion that. if 
necessary, the Mayor be asked to call a .ioint meeting of the Board ot Finance and 
the Board of Representatives at the earliest possible date for the purpose of 
hearine the public on the capital budget. 

o 

Michael Laureno, 3rd District, said he would like to ask the Corporation 0 
Counsel for a ruling as to whether or not we could vote on the capital budget 
without another hcaring since from a practical standpoint, it didn't seem to him, 
to be necessary. The Plannin~ Board is the controlling board on that budget. 
They had a hearing on the budget wh~re the public was actually he;r:d in full. He 
noted that we overlooked the deadline, so we can overlook this unless we feel the 
budget will be ille~al. He noted that the Board of Fi.ance did have department 
heads come in to speak regarding the bud~et and that may cover the public hearing 
point. 

flicha.:] Wofsp.y, 1st ilistrict, sl!id the Charter says "a public hearing", and 
not selected oeop1e. lie pointed out when the .ioint hearing of the Bollrd of Fi
nance and Board of Representatives was held, the chairT!laD said it was on the 
operating budget. 

Babette Ransohoff, Isth nistrict, noted that there were no members of the 
Board of Finanr.e present at the hearin~ held by the ~lanning Hoard on the capital 
budget. 

}Iichael 'IIof5p.y, 1st :Jistrict, brought out that prior to our further action 
in this connection, he thou~ht it hi~hly important that we h.ve before us the 
infomatlo" which is prescribed in Section 612, particularly the section which 
reads "an estimate of the :unount of money re'1uired to be raised by taxes and 
service charges, with reven~e from other sources, to meet the proposed expendi
tures". He therefor~ MOVhO that the Chair consult with the Commissioner of 
Finance to get the following i.formation (11 What the tax rate would be (as pro
vi<led by the Charter I for the ooerllting budget and the capital budqet as SUbmitted 
by the M.wor (21 What the tax rate would be for the budgets as SUbmitted to the 0 
B"ilrd of Repr"sentiltives by the Board of Finance. The tax rates are to be for all 
three tax districts. 

Hr. liofsey poiIlTed out that wit h""T these firures the Board would be working 
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in the dark, and he thought it extremely important that this information be 
available. He said that while working on the budget, we should think in tenas of 
the ultimate tax burden and he thought, that was the reason the section was 
included. 

The motion was seconded, and CARRIbD. 
At this point, Michael Wofsey asked permission to leave the meeting. Per

mission was granted by the President. 

Robert Shepherd, 9th District, called attention to the salary issue. He said 
it was his understanding these were appropriated it~m by item. He asked whether 
the department head was allowed to use any salary appropriation as he saw fit, or 
if it ~as the job of a Board to show exactly how the money was to be distributed. 

Samuel Pierson gave his opinion. He said he thought where the Board of Fi
nance made a cut in the aporooriation, it was up to the head of the department to 
determine how the entire appropriation was to be distributed. He pointed out 
however, that he dirln't know whether that was proper or permissable. 

Help.n Bromley, 20th District, askp.d for the breakdown in salaries of the 
Welfare Department. 

James Mulreed, LIth District, speaking in regard to the distribution of the 
salary appropriation, said he believed that the department head could do it. He 
also said, however, that he didn't believe the Board of Finance or any other body 
could cut salaries under the merit system. A cut in salary appropriation to him, 
meant that somethin~ w~s eliminated. 

patrick Scarella, 3rd District, showed where a specific salary was cut--in 
the Zoning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, the salary request for $2t;00, which 
was the same as in 19'19-50, ~as cut to $2100. 

Hunt Sutherland, 17th District. said perhaps in this instance the Board of 
Finance was adopting the suggestion of the Citizens Committee and was thinking in 
terms of a secretarial pool. 

Stephen Kelly, 12th District, sooke regarding ,iob evaluation which was pres
ently contemplated by the P~rsonnel Dir~ctor. It was his thought that the sug
gestion of thp. Citizens Co~nittee, for a secretarial pool, should not be taken 
until such time as the evaluation wa~ complete. 

James Hulree<1 MOVhD t~at the President be authorized to contact the Corpora
tion Counsel, the Personnel Director, and the Board of Finance in order to deter
mine whether the cuts in salary items are in conflict with the provisions of the 
Charter. seconded b~ Patrick Scarella, 3rd District. 

John Cameron, 20th District, pointed out that most of the salaries were not 
cut--they are failures to grant an increil.se as requested in the appropriation. 
Sil.laries were clagsed in three categorip.s; III Increases requested and not 
granterl 121 pool arrangements which really didn't cut a salary but would probably 
elilllinate a job 131 A Cllt where the appropriation actually was cut below last year. 

Mr. Mulreed's motion was put to a vote and PASS~D. 

Janiel Miller. 16th District, questioned the salary of the Registrar of 
Voters. He noted the Fiscal Committee recommendations was less than that recom
mended by the Board of Finance. 

Louise Seeley, Chairman of the Fiscal Committee. said the Committee recom
mended the Registrars be kept at the present salary until April 1951, and after 
that time the salaries be increase~, 
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Robt'rt Shepherd, 9th District .• HOVED that a sufficient nUMber of salary 

break-down sheets for the Welfare Department be made available to the Board mem
bers, duly seconded. 

Helen Bromley, 20th District, offered the amendment that this be made avail
able by the Welfare Department since they should have SUbmitted the break-down as 
previously requested, 9t'conded by Babette Ransoholl, 15th District. 

A vote was taken on the motion as amended, and PASSED. 

Edward Woj i.!chowski, 2nd District, made the motion the meeting be ad.iourned 
until 8 p.m., Hay 17, 1950, sE'conded and PASSED. 

liALl:z..._l!i5Q. 
An ad,iourned meeting of the Board ·ot Representlltives was held at the Burdick 

Junior nigh School, May 17, 1950. The m~eting was called to order at 8:15 p.M. 
by President, Samuel F. Pierson. 

A roll call was taken with the result of 36 present, q absent. 

The President asked the Corporation Counsel if he was ready to give an 
opinion on the matters brought before him concerning the budget. 

C'.orporat ion COllnsel Wise reported he was prepared to give his report orally 
for the time being as to whether or not Section 616 has been fully complied wi t.h. 
"It is my understanding," he said "that the Capital Budget WIiS not ready for the 

o 

joint hearing of the Board of Finance and Board of Representatives. Predicated on 0 
thllt assumption, I would say that, under the Charter requirements, it is mlUldatory 
tor the Board of Finance and Board of Representatives to hold a public hearing 
,iointly on the bud~P.t proposed b~' the mayC?r and the budget of the Board ot Educa-
tion. And, of course, it is understandable why that should be--to give the public 
an opportllnity to be hellrd. While it may be, and it is true, that the public will 
have no vote on the matter, thej' still have a rieht to be h(!ard. In Se,=tion 612 
the Mayor's budget is outlined--that is what the mayor's budget must consist of. 
And, in that section it provides ••• 'the m~~or shall SUbmit his bud~et to the board 
of finance. The budget shall include the proposed capital pro.iects program and 
the proposed current op~rating expenses, the fixed charges and the estimated tax 
r~tes which will be necessary therefor'. Section 612 must be read together with 
Section 616, ~nd if the budp,p.t then presented at the public hearing was not COM-
plete, in that it did not include in that oarticular caoital projects progr:lll1, it 
would be, in m~ opinion, that the opportunity that Section 616 gives to the public 
was not effected, and that the tet'lll in Section 616 'budgets' as proposed by the 
mayor and the Board of edUCAtion refers to the complete mayor's budget and since 
it w~s not complpte in that respect, I would say that provisions ot·Section 616 
have not been complied with. 

Whether holding a public hearing on a part ial bud~et is going to be 
questioned, is a question I cannot answer. Whether the time element has not been 
complied with from the first tione they were submi tted will raise a question, I 
cannot answer--and when I say I can't answer, I Sllj' it with the thougbt in Mind 
that the requirem~nts in a soecial act May be upheld in the non-compliance, or it 
may Drove futile in its entirety. I was so concerned about it I took the liberty 
ot callin'! cOllnsel of the Bonding Company in Boston. He thought the question was 
so H'chnical and so imoortAnt that he hesitated to actll'l.lly express even an 0 
opinion, and mi'lht even insist on legal action to clear it up. In the course ot 
discllssion with him, he felt definitely that the provisions of Section 616 were 
m.nd3tory ~nd th~t the bud,!p.t present~d .t t that time was not the budget contempla-
ted bySection 616, and therl!! fore t.her', was not in effect a hearing of the Board 
on the budget. 


