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In accordance with Section 202 of the Charter, a special meeting of the Hoard
nf Representatives was held at the Burdick Junior High ibrary, June 24,
1950,

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 n.m. by President Samuel F. Pierson,
who read the call to meeting, which was as follows:

There will be a special meeting of the Board of Representatives on Monday,
June 26, 1950, at 8:00 p.m. in the Library of Burdick Junior High School to con-
sider waiving the requirement of a high school education from the qualifications

{ZE_EBEEEBLSES_LO the Supernumerary Fire Force., =
Samuel F. Pierson, President

Board of Representatives,

Mr. Pierson explained that the call was issued at the request of more than
ten members of the Board.

Roll call was taken with 33 present and 7 absent.

The President stated the purpose of the special meeting was to discuss
whether or not the Board would waive that section of the requirements previously
passed by this Board for appointees to the Supernumerary Fire Force, which reads
as follows:

U5, Appointees shall be praduated from a standard four year high school or
possess a certificate of equivalency (State High School Diploma) or of the J. M.
wright Technical School."

I'he requirement, the President went on, is in the original qualifications as
set forth by the Personnel Commission, and that portion was approved by the Board
on the recommendation of the Health and Safety Committee. The Board, he said, was
called to decide whether there shall be a variation oI the requirements for a high
school education or its equivalent.

The President then read a resnlution proposed by Stephen Kelly of the 12th
District:

"BE 1T RiSOLVED BY THE BCARD OF RLPRESENTATIVES of Stamford, Connecticut that
the clause of paragraphs requiring candidates for the positions of supernumerary
fireman and/or positions of regvlar fireman to have a high school diploma or
equivalent be waived or eliminated as one of the requirements of the examination
to be taken for qualification.”

James jlarrington, gth Jistrict, MOVED for the adoption of the resolution,
seconded by George Connors, 1oth District,

Hunt Sutherland, 17th Jistrict, asked for a defiwnition of "eguivalent".

Helen Bromley, 20th District, HOVED that we hear from Mr. Weathers, seconded
and CARRTED. T

Mr. Weathers, the Personnel lirector, explained that an equivalent high
school diploma was issued by the State Department of kducation and could be ob-
tained either by going to the AdﬁTT_35553?'155@7117TR3573F37 or by anplying to the
State Department of kducation in Hartford to make an apnointment to take a state
high school equivalent examinationm,

James Mulreed: "What type of examination do you intend to give to the persons
able to supply a certificate? Will it be alomg technical lines which would require
the knowledpe obtaincd in trade schonl, or will it be along classical lines?"

Yir. Weathers: "Our_examination for this particular position consists of a
practical written test covering mechan1ca1 aptitude, mental ability and ability to
understand oral and written examinations.
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Patrick Hogan, 1oth District, said he thoucht a definition of "equivalent"
would mean the ability to pass the written test, and secondly, knowledge gained
through experience. Ile suggested the high school diploma be omitted altogether
from the requirements.

Walter Seely, 6th Jistrict, said he felt the high school diploma was not
necessary, and that anyone who conld pass the examination shonld be eligible,
since their education for the job really starts after their appointment is made.
He spoke of volunteer firemen who have never had a high school education that are
well qualified to be good firemen.

James Mulreed, g4th District, said he felt that the written examination which
will be given to each applicant, is sufficient in itself to determine the back-
ground of the applicant. He said he did not see the purpose, for example, of a
knowledge of classics to become a pood fireman, There are many people in Stamford,
he said, who have not had a high school education, but have the knowledge which is
really essential in making a good fireman,

Hilda Clarke, 17th District, MOVED we hear from a member of the Board of
Public Safety, seconded and CARRIED.

Mr. Osterby, of tlie Board of Public Safety, said that in most cases a high
school education was required in other cities for such positions. [he main reason
for the regnirement was to have the ability to follow orders and carry ont ins fuc-
tions. He said that while men without a high school education in a volunteer ;de-
partment undoubtedly do a good job, it was reasonable to assume that a man who had
a high school education might do better. The situation now becomes a matter of
time, pointing out that the s6 hour week was scheduled to pgo into effect on July
1st, less than a week away, and there are no men to pnt in the Jepartment. If the
requirement is wrived, it will mean a complete new call--a complete new list of
apnlicants--a complete new examination of all applicants--which cannot be done by
the end of the week. He also favors the clanse becanse it is recommended by the
Association of Interrational Fire Cliefs.

Helen Bromlev, 2o0th District, spoke in favor of the resolution, stating that
if the tests were comprechensive enovgh, it would be sufficient for a good fireman,
She said she thonght it best to readvertise and get a larger list of applicants if
it would effect boys who quit school to join the services and while in the service
received valuable training in service schonls which would make them good firemen,
but under the presont regnlations would not be qualified.

Mr. Pierson: How long would it take vou to frame 4 new examination were
this requirement waived?

‘ir. Weathers: Approximately one month, The notice has to be out 10 days.
Yon then have to wait a few davs for the mails to go through to notify the
applicants., Then the examination is civen, which must be corrected, the oral
examination must be scored, and marks combined to pick out those passing.

Mr. Pierson: 1Is the ten days required by statute?
Mr, Weathers: Yes.

Mr. Pierson: llow many firemen are needed to bring the Fire Department up to
56 hours per weck?

Mr. Qsterby: 22.
Mr. Pierson: What does the superrumerary force row consist of?

Hir., Osterby: §.
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Patrick Scarella, 3rd Jistrict, speaking as a member of the Health and Safety
Committee, said that when the point of an "equivalent" of a high school education
was discussed at our previous meeting, he asked if a person who had a high school
diploma or its equivalent had to take an examination. The answer he received was
"No". He said he still felt that anybody who passed the examination should be on
the fire or police departments,

Mr. Connors: Joes New York City require a high school diploma for their
firemen?

»r. Weathers: No.

Mr. Coanors: If a large city does not require it, why does a city the size
of Stamford need it?

William Adriance, 18th District, svgpested an AMENDMENT to cover the veterans
of World War II--that they be given an opportunity to compete for this examination
even if they did not qualify as to a high scheol diploma, seconded by Hunt
Sutherland, i%th District.

Babette Ransohoff, 1sth District, spoke against the amendment. She didn't
think it fair to penalize a boy who had to leave high school because of economic
circumstances any more than a veteran,

John Cameron, 2o0th District, said he felt the same way. He said he was not
against the vecterans getting a chance to take the examination, but he thought it
should be broadened.

Stephen Kellv, 12th District, said that when he called the various represent-
atives to call for this meeting, it was his intention to have any candidate who
applied for the position be made entitled to take the examination. He also
pointed out that New Haven, one of the larger cities of Connecticut does not re-
quire a high school education,

Mr. Weathers said he did not check the cities who made the regquirement but
zot the information through the Association of fire Chiefs., He pointed out that
llartford and Greenwich both require high school and that Bridgeport does not.

James Mulreed, gth District, said he would like to point out (1} that the
amendment to Mr. Kelly's resolution would not lessen the time requirement pointed
out by Mr. Weathers and (2) that, while he is sorry the adoption of the resolution
would detail a big job to be done in a short time, he pointed out that this Board
wis asked to approve a Budget amounting to several million dollars in a very short
time. He felt therefore that the Board of Public Safety and the Personnel Direc-
tor might be justly asked to do this job even though it requires a lot of effort
in a limited time.

Sewell Corkran, 18th District, asked if the fire denartment had special
courses of instructions for these men after they were examined, ~

oS sl
Mr. Osterby said they wonld have tne best training. [t was felt the men
should be qualified to take advantage of this training. The fire department is
constantly training their men and are well equipped for that.

Sewell Corkram, 18th District, asked if a man had enough mentality to pass an
oral examination, would he not have enough mentality to pass the course he would
get after he becomes a member of the Fire Jepartment?

‘Ir. Osterby, in explaining his personal contacts with testing for positions,
said it was found that in many cases a person that hadn't had a high school
education had a good natural intelligence, and in many casesM® is a straipht
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intelligence test, shows a very strong natural ability, but he also found in many
of those cases, although a man had the actual ability, he did not have the other
requirements to use those abilities—-such as not following orders as well as he
might, which might be the reason he left school. He went on to say there are
several other characteristics that are brought out.

Helen Bromley, 2o0th District, speaking against the amendment said she thought
it should be a broad scope.

William Adriance, 18th District, withdrew his amendment.

Leon Staples, 7th District, said that every one of the men appointed involves
ultimately $io00,000.00 for Stamford. The civil service, he went on, would be our
standard of selection. Through their examination they will act as barriers where
the men would be screened. He went on to say that he didn't say the high School
diploma means a great deal, but it does show the boy persiSted and had character
enough to go four years to get the diploma. He said it seemed to him that civil
service will give us a high type of man in Stamford--and that is what is needed--
that that man will be worth the money we are going to pay and "we will be sure we
are not going to get clucks for policemen. If vou open the thing wide up, you
won't be any better off than you were before”.

Robert Shepherd, ¢th District, pointed out there seemed to be the assumption
that the Board can reconsider the basis for the examination that has already been
given. One of the demands of parlimentary nrocedure, he went on, is you can't re-
consider something that has already been acted upon. If we considered to waive the
requirements for the future, he said, it won't effect the action already taken.

George Wise, Corporation Counsel, was asked to give an off~hand opinion on the
matter to which he said, "] would be inclined to think, as to those individuals who
have already taken the test, they have required a right to be considered and the
right to be eligible to the appointments if they complied or passed or whatever the
method is of grading, to put them on the eligible list."

Mr. Nathan partin of the Board of Public Safety spoke to the Board. He said
his Board—ts Yrying to get the city of Stamford a fire and police department that
will be equal to none. Many cities have not yet required a high school education,
he said, but some of them are coming along fast. He pointed out that many of our
firemen have become excellent firemen by coming up the hard way, but times are
changing. The thing to keep in mind, he said, is that the Board is not tryving to
hurt anybody. Commissioner ('Brien of New York, speaking at a policemen's dinner
said it was just a question of time in New York that it will require a college
education for its new men. The FBI, he said, require a collepe education. The
Board felt that in asking for a hiph school requirement maybe the boys with a
little more schooling could absorb circumstances that happen faster--that is all
the Board had in mind. lle continued that that Board is just going along with the
Charter on the merit system. lle pointed out that the fire equipment today is
much more complicated--our buildings, cities, stores and homes are much more
beautiful, Fires are treated with acids and chemicals.

John Cameron, 20th District, said he thought the people who have taken the
examination should have some rights and not be required to take it again. Whether
we can add to that group, he would like the Corporation Counsel to consider. If
we can't add, we still have the question of what will we do for the future. He
pointed out that Mr. Osterby implied he would put on 22 supernumerary from whom he
would pick firemen and then he would need 22 new supernumerary. He thought we had &
a right to act on the resolution.

Mr. Pierson asked Mr, Usterby—if- the men now up for physical examination were
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for the purpose of appointment to the regular fire force, supernumerary fire force
or both,

Mr. Osterby said that no man becomes a member of the fire department without
first being a supernumerary. When we are shorthanded as now, the men are brought
in as supernumerary and immediately, perhaps the next day, appointed to the
regular departmepnl..

John Cameron, 20th District, asked, if in the advertisement the number of
men required was specified, b

T e—

Mr. Weathers said it was not,

John Cameron, 20th District, said if they did not advertise for the number of
men to be hired on that examination, there would be only oné Mam Who would have
the vested right to be appointed under that.

Mr. Osterby said the number of vacancies would never be advertised because
it would be of no concern. They might have qualified several hundred men for it
is not limited to any number. The men are retained on the eligibility list and
no further advertisement will be made until the eligibility list is used up.

When Mr. Wise was asked if he could render an off-hand opinion on this par-
ticnlar subject, he stated that because of the importance of the problem, he
begged to be excused in giving an affirmative answer without further study.

Stephen Kelly, 12th District, pointed out that candidates made application
for the firemen's position when there was no high school requirement. He said he
had in his possession certification from men who passed various courses in the
Navy on diescl. There are also men who went through fire courses in various
organizations. The primary order for any man in the service was to grasp an order
and follow it through. Some men, he went on, have applications in for two years
and three months, and now this stops them entirely from the examiration,

James Mulreed, gth District, said this meeting is held as a protest because
certain men have been barred from taking certain examinations. "I think", he
said, "We have got to decide now whether those men have wrongfully been deprived
of the opportunity of taking the examination." He noted that someone suggest the
members of the Stamford Firemen's Association be approached and asked if they
would consider postponing the 56 hour week for a period of 30 dayvs to allow the
Personnel Director to properly come up with a list of eligible persons.

Mr. Pierson said he questioned whether or not we wouldn't submit the City to
a series of law suits from those who have already qualified, and therefore sug-
gested that the resolution be reworded somewhat along the line that it is the
desire to eliminate this instruction that a high school education be required and
that if, in the opinion of the Corporation Counsel it is legal to hold a new
examination for those jobs which are now being considered that those men be given
an opnortunitv of getting an examination. If not, that in the future those be
the rnles,

Robert Shepherd, gth District, repeated his question of parlimentary proced-
ure. In the case of examinations, these people have the contract with the city
by takineg the examination--they are in the nature of having received a contract
from the City in regard to appnintment to the sunernumerary fire force, and we do
nnot have any right to erase what has been done according to our previous action,

John Cameron, 20th District, agreed with Mr. Shepherd. The one question is
whether these people acquire a right at the time they take the examination or
whether they acquire the right at the time they are appointed. His point was
there was no number of positions when it was advertised.
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George Lockwood, 1g4th District, said it was brought out there were 8 auper-
numerary on the present list and it was the plan, as a result of this examination, ¢
to bring that list up to 30, make appointments, and then go back and appoint more
supernumeraies. Does that mean the present supernumeraries will be by-passed, he
asked Mr. Osterby.

Mr. Osterby said that nobody can be appointed to the regular force unless
they are among the three top men from the first examination, and so on down the
line. He said they would be given a roster of 25 men from the Personnel Commission-
the 22 to be appointed, plus three. The 22 men will be appointed from that list.
Once this list is filled up, there will be no more examinations for the department
for a period of two years, and then if a vacancy appears another examination will
be held.

James Harrington, oth District, asked if any of the eight served in the fire
department prior to consolidation,

Mr. Osterby said not as far as he knew.

James Harrinpton, gth District, said he understood some of the supernumeraries
have been on for six, eight, or ten years. It was supposed to come right from the
top man.

Mr. Osterby said, as he stated before, there were no vacancies in the fire
department when they took nffice and they felt that under the new consolidated
charter it would be better to have civil service examinations, They appointed
some men to the police department and were criticized because they didn't wait for
civil service. f

James Mulreed, g4th District, said "I would like to point out that this is a
golden opportunity to express our resentment for the manner in which the appoint-
ments were made in the police department.”

Mr. Pierson reninded Mr. !lulreed that that subiect was not a part of this
meeting

James Mulreed, y4th District, said by our resenting the action taken by this
Roard previously and by holding out in abeyance, it might force the Safety Commis-
sionto consider the supernumeraries who are now on their lists.

Michael Wofsey, i1st District, speaking on the subject said he wanted to be
sure the resolution referred only to the Fire Uepartment, and that whatever he may
siay would refer strictly to the Fire Department. 1t ought to be made clear, he
went on, the merit system became a part of the charter as a result of a great deal
of work bv a great many people over a great many years. When the Personnel Com-
mission was appointed, it was required under the terms of the Charter and merit
system chapter, 10 set down standards by which people could be selected. The pur-
pose was to carry out the spirit of the merit system as in the charter and to make
it clear that people would be appointed on what they know rather than whom they
know. Predicated on that premises, the Personnel Commission laid down certain
rules. Those rules came before the Board of Renresentatives for acquiescence and
such changes it saw fit to make, [f we decide that perhaps we were too stringent
in our rules, that is well for the future, but ] warn you, there isn't the slight-
est guestion that the peonle who took the examination have vested rights in the
position now oren and those are the 22 openings on the supernumerary force. 1
urge that yon cannot--levally or morally--violate the contract vou made with the
people who took the examination, What you do for the futvre is another point." .-

Mr. Wofsey MOVED the Chair declare a short recess and that during that recess
some committe~ which the Chair may appoint with the anproval of the members of the
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Board, confer with the Corporation Counsel to frame a type of resolution to which
the Board agrees, and then reconvene and discuss the resolution, seconded by
Patrick Scarella, 3rd District, and CARRIED.

The President appointed to the committee:
Michael Wofsey T ——
Leon Staples
Stephen Kelly
George Connors

and asked Mr. Wise to sit with them,

John Canavan, 11th District, MOVED the committee be approved, seconded by
Sewell Corkran, 18th District, and CARRIED,

The meeting was recessed at 10 p.m., and reconvened at 10:25.

The Presideant read the following Resolution which has been prepared by the
Committee. If agreeable, he said, it can be put forth instead of the original
resolution, : —

Resolution #86 -

et smen At .

Bk IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES that the mental and physical
requirements for appointees to the Supernumerary Fire Force are amended by strik-
ing out paragraph 2 thereof. Should The Corporation Counsel rule that this réso-
lution may be made retroactive to the date of the adoption of the original rules,
Mav 18, 1950, then this resolution shall be effective as of that date. Should he
rule otherwise, this resolution shall be effective after Julv 1, 19s50.

Paragraph 2 of the mental and physical requirements approved by the Board on
May 18, 1950, is as follows:
n

2. Appointees shall be graduated from a standard four igh school or
possess a certificate of equivalency (State High School Dinloma), or of J. M.

Wright Technical School."

James Harrington, oth District, withdrew his original motion that the original
resolution on this subject be approved. This was agreed to by George Connors,
10th Jistrict, who seconded the original motion.

The President pointed out that this resolution only affects the second para-
graph of the mental and physical requirements for supernumeraries to the Fire
Force, and that the other requirements are still in effect.

Robert Shepherd, oth Jistrict, spoke against removing the high school educa-
tion from the requirements. He said it seemed that if the International Associa-
tion of Fire Chiefs, who know from past experience, had decided against the re-
quirement, they would not have recommended it, and that should have some value on
a decision or a vote. He said he got the impression that the original purpose of
the change of the requirements was due to making it possible for veterans who were
unfortunate enough not to be able to complete their requirements to take the
examination, and that they were unfavorably discriminated apainst by the require-
ment. Of the 60 men who arec on the list now, he continued, s1 are veterans. As
far as high school is concerned, he went on, the high school students were en-
couraged to finish high school,

Michael Wofsey, ist Jdistrict, MOVED the adoption of the substitute resolution,
seconded by Walter Seely, 6th District,. Upon standing vote, the resolution was
CARRILD 2s in favor, 6 opposed.
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Patrick Scarella, 3rd District MOVED the meeting be adjourned, seconded and
CARRIED.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
BABETTL S. RANSOHOFF, Clerk

JUNE_ 26, _1950

A special meeting of the Board of Representatives was held at the Burdick
Junior High Schnol Library on Monday, June 26, 1950. The President, Samuel F.
Pierson, read the Call which was as follows:

"In accordance with Section 202 of the Charter, a special meetigg of the
Board of Representatives will be held at the Library of Burdick Junior High
School, Forest Street, Stamford, Conn., on Monday, June 26, 1950, at B:is P.X.,
for the purpose of acting on an emergency appropriation for an acting mayor.

Babette S. Ransohoff, Clerk,
Board of Representatives"
This meeting, the President said, was called at the instigation of ten members
of the Board. Because he was affected, he asked that a temporary chairman-be ap-
pointed, and that he be excused.

Helen Bromley, 2o0th Jistrict, MOVED that Daniel Miller be appointed temporary
chairman, seconded and CARRTED. At . Ay

Samnel Pierson left the room.

Daniel Miller, temporary Chairman, read the roll call, the result of which
31 present, o absent.

The minutes of the Board of Finance meeting of June 23, 1950, was read to the
" Board as follows:

“On motion of Mr., Randall it was voted the appropriation of $2000 to be used
as a fund from which to compensate any acting Mavor for services rendered in that
capacitv, be approved. Carried Unanimously."

That portion of Resolution #73 passed on February §, 1950 bv the Board of Rep-
resentatives was read—to the Board. The entire resolution, found on page isy of
the minutes, is quoted helow:

"RESOLUTION No. 73 - Bl IT RESOLVED that the Mayor request of the Board of
Finance an appronriation in the amount of $2,000, to be nsed as a fund from which
to corpensate any acting Mavor for services rendered in that capacity. Such per-
sor to be compensated after thrce (3) days continuous service retroactive to the
first day of service at the rate of Twenty [(520.00) dollars per dav and such sums
as may he due shall be paid by the Commissioner of Finance upon requisition of the
Mayvor, retroactive to Julv 1, 19g4y."

Michael Wofsev, 1st Jistrict, MOVED the readoption of the resolution pre-
vious}y adopted, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

George Connors, ioth Jistrict, MOVED the emergency appropriation of $2000 as
recommendedmbx_thg_ﬁgﬂrd,of.Einanca_bc_ﬂDEfﬂlgélw5BnQndEd_and.nnﬁﬂ_§léﬂﬂiﬂ§_ngSﬁ
as CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

was C
William Adriance, 13th District, MOVED the meeting be adjourned, seconded
and CARRIED. The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m,
Respectfully submitted,

CABETTE RANSOHOFF, Clerk.




