
Jt~~R 1. 1953 

A Special Meeting of the Board of Representatives of StaMford, Connecticut was 
held on December 1, 1953 at the Burdick Junior High School pursuant to a call frOlll 
the Mayor. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:18 P.M. b)' Mayor Quigley. 

The "Call" issued by the Mayor was read by Mayor Quigley. 

"Stamford, Connecticut - November ~7, 1953 - I, Thomas F. J. Quigley, 
Mayor of the Ci ty of Stamford, pu rauan t to Section 30~. 5 of the 
Charter, hereby convene the members of the Board of Representatives 
elected on November 3, 1953, for the purpose of orianization on 
TUESDAY, DECbMB~R 1St, at 8 P.M. in the Burdick Jr. Higb School. 

I hereby order a copy of the foregoing call to be served upon each 
member of said Board, by mailing a copy of this call to the resid
ence of each member, at least 7~ hours before the time affixed 
herein for said meeting. Thomas ~'. J. Quigley, Mayor." 

The following elected members of the Board of Representatives, elected to 
serve from December 1, 1953 to gecember 1, 1955, were given Oath of Office by 
Mayor Quig!ey inasmuch as they were unable to be present at the inauguration 
earlier in the day: ~dward G. Ryba, Stephen Kelly, Vincent J. Vitti, Dwight 
Harshall, RObert Lewis. 

The HayO!' then expressed his congratulations to each and every member of the 
Board, his willingness to cooperate at all times, that our oath of office gives 
us all the same obligation to the peopl.e of Stamford. Anything we do must be on 
an over-all picture which will contrib'lte to the betterment and progress of the 
City of Stamford. Please feel free to come to see me at the City Hall at any 
time. 

The Roll Call was taken by the secretary. There were 39 present, and one 
absentee. The absentee was George Russell who is in the hospital. The members 
present list as follows: Irvin~ Snyder, .Joseph Caputo, William Kaminski, Mary 
J. Bankowski, Patrick Scarella, Vincent Vi tti, James Mul reed, Samuel Picciallo, 
wardhant Collyer, Joseph Iacovo, Hartin t:ash, Rose Sheridan, kObert Lewis, :loris 
Zuckert, Phil Coulter, David Waterbury, Patrick Fortunato, Paul Plotkin, Patrick 
Hogan, George Connors, Willial1l Hurphy, Edward Ryba, Stephen Kelly, Thomas Killeen, 
Alphonse Jachimczyk, Katherine Kaminski, Dr. Francis Dolan, Frank Longo, John 
Cook, Thomas Topping, Helen J. Peatt, Norton Rhoades, Jack McLaughlin, Helen 
Bromley, Karl Young, Jr., Hayes Hoyt, Helen Huben, Rutherford Huizinga, Dwight 
Marshall. 

The Mayor then asked for nominations for Temporary President. 

William Kaminski nominated Paul Plotkin as Temporary President. 

Joseph Caputo MOVED that nominations be closed, seconded by John Cook and 
CARRIED. 

The Mayor was requested to cast one ballot and so elect Paul Plotkin as 
Temporary President. 

Paul Plotkin took the Chair. 

Paul Plotkin asked for nominations of Temporary Cl~ rk. 

William Kaminski nominated Mary Bankowski, seconded by Joseph Caputo. 

I . 1 
1 11 -.... 

o 

o 

o 



o 

o 

o 

~J:(;loI'j~ILh-l!!!i3 

Robert Lewis nominated Helen Peatt, seconded by ThOMas Topping. 

Phil Coulter HOVE.D that nominations be closed, seconded by Dwight Marshall 
and CAR!!I E.D. 

Karl Young MOVeD the vote be cast by secret ballot, seconded by Robert Lewis. 
The temporary president declared the motion Carried on a vote of 20 in favor 01 
the motion, 19 opposed. 

drs. Mary Bankowski was elected temporary clerk and took the Chai r. 

Paul Plotkin, Temporary President, asked for nominations for President. 

William Kaminski nominated George Connors for President. 

Helen Bromley Dominated Robert Lewis for President. 

Joseph Capu to HOVE!>, seconded by Iii lliano Hut'l'hy, th at nomi nations for Presi
den t be closed. 

Patrick Scarella MOVEO that a Roll Call vote be taken, seconded by William 
I~ul'Phy • 

Helen Bromley cited that Section 202.~ of the Charter stated that this Board 
was to be organized according to the rules of the General Assembly of Hartford, 
which was further amended by IIollse Rill ~329, Spec. Act N322 of the 1953 General 
AssemblY statin~ this Board has the right to set up its own rules and regulations. 
Helen Bromley further cited th~t there appears in the Journal of tbe General 
Assembly for 1953 a paragraph stating the method of electin~ the Speaker of the 
House is by ballot. Helen Bromley then read the dictionary definition of ballot. 

Considerable discussion ensued re the meaning of the word "ballot"; the 
Droper method of election of officers which by past precedent has always been by 
secret ballot and the Rules of Procedure as adoDted by this Board having been set 
up like those of the House of Representatives at lIartford. 

Patrick Scarella and William Kaminski favored the Motion, whereas tlelen Brom
ley, Mrs. Hoyt, Joseph Iacovo and James ~Iulreed opposed the motion. 

Paul Plotkin called upon Corporation Counsel ,Tohn HMrahan to give an opinion 
on the statement as cited by ~elen Bromley appearing in the Journal of tbe General 
Assembly of 1953. 

- Corporation Counsel John lIanrahan, after study, stated that the rule as cited 
by }Irs. Bromley must be followed and obviously the object of that ballot is secrecy. 

Paul Plotkin RULED that Patrick Scarella's motion for a Roll Call vote was 
au t of order. 

Helen Dromley NOV!:.D that the vote be by secret ballot, seconded by William 
KlIIIinski and CARRIED. 

Paul Plotkin, Temporary President, aopointed Karl Young, Jr. and William 
Hurphy as tellers. 

The ballots were distributed and votes counted and recorded as 21 for George 
Connors and 18 for Rob~rt Lewis. 

Paul Plotkin declared George COnnors as elected President of the Board of 
Representatives for the term~ce from December 1, 1953 to December 1, 1955. 
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George Connors took the chai r, and then re~d the prayer "A Councilman T~es Office". 

Patrick Hogan MOVlD that said prayer be incorporated as a part of the minutes 
of the meeting. seconded by ThOl1las Topping and CARRIED. 

DEAR LORD. at this, the outset of a new experience and a new 
service. cleanse my heart and mind of all malice, all hatred, 
all .jealousy that might linger there as a result of a bitter 
campaign or my own intolerance; let me approach my duties 
with an open mind and a friendliness toward all my fellow 
workers; let me recognize that the service that I &111 now en
tering upon is a sacred trust dedicated to the advancel1lent 
of the greatest del1locracy in the world the abiding hope of 
all mankind; let me humbly recognize my own shortcomings and 
my inexperience in the technical and complicated ramifica
tions of government, and let not my ego or self-concei t re
tard me from utilizing to the fullest knowledge and exper
ience of those lon~ in the public service; let me not forget 
,that the organization in which my fellow citizens have placed 
Me is one that has grown and developed through sacrifices 
and the labors of many faithful who have gone before; let 
me guickly recognize that my greatest contribution to the 
public service will not be by extravagant promises to reform 
mankind, or to disrupt the orderly processes of existing 
things, but rather by a patient and intellil(ent application 
of the principles of Thy Golden Rule. 

Let me stand as the Rock of Gibralter a,ainst the approach 
of evil influences and give me strength, dear Lord, to re
sist all tel1lptations to corrupt practice of every kind. 
Grant that I ma" so conduct myself that I may have con
fidence of my fellow work~rs and the respect and love of 
those under my supervision. In my contacts with my fellow 
citizens, who are my employers, endow me with a little of the 
wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, and the kindness of 
Jesus, and when my service has been called to a close, grant 
me that suprPllle satisfaction of knowing in my own heart, 
whatever be the cause of my removal from service, that I 
have served honestly, faithfully, and well. 

The foregoing orayer for H'Wly elected councilmen, by the 
City Attorney of Culver City Calif., apoeared originallY in 
Western Ci ty for August 1'1118, in an article enti tled "1ihen a 
Man Becomes a Councilman." aeprints are available from 
Hr. Tellefson. 

Geor~e Connors asked for nominations for Permanent Clerk. 

William Kaminski nominated Alphonse Jachimczyk. 

Helen Bromley nominated lIelen Huben. 

Joseph Caputo tlOVW that nomiDiltions be closed, seconded by John Cook and 
CARJ(IEO. 
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Geor~e Connors appointed John Cook and Rose Sheridan as te.llers to distribut~ 
and count this VOt'e. 

The ballots were distributed and votes counted and recorded as 22 for Alphonse 
and 17 for Helen Huben. 

Georl!e Connors declared Alphonse Jachimczvk as the "Clerk" of the Board of 
Representatives. tern Dect'mber 1. 1953 wDecem-t>er 1. 1955 by_ a._vote of 22. 

Alphonse ,Jachimczyk took his place as clerk. 

Helen Bromley ~V~D for a twenty minute recess, seconded by William Kaminski 
and CA.1iH !:.:l. 

George Connors . called the 'meeting to order about 30 minutes later. requesting 
nOlllinations for Deputy Acting Hayor to . take the Ha~'or' s place should the Maypr and 
th~ President of the Board of Representatives be away. 

William Kaminski nominated Paul Plotkin. seconded by ~ward Ryba. 

Helen Bromley nominated Robert Lewis. seconded by Karl Young. 

Joseph C/Ifluto fIOV~O that nominations be closed, seconded and CARRIED. 

George Connors named John Cook IUld ilose Sheridan as tellers. 

Ballots were distributed and votes counted and recorded as 22 tor Paul 
Plotkin and 17 for Robert Lewis. 

Geor~e Connors decli!.red Paul Plotkin a5 ;)eputy}ctlng Mayor by a vote of 22 

to 17. 

Geor~~ Connors oroceeded to read the appointments to the Standing Committees 
of the Board of Rep res en tati ves as follows: 

:fill;'"" Kaminski k'ns naJlled }Iaiori ty Leader and Helen Bro",ley, Minori ty 
Leader. 

Bo~!Q_Q!_AeQ~31~ 
Patrick Scarella 
Vincen t Vi tti 
I rvi n g Snyder 
Joseph Iacovo 

Paul Plotkin. Chai~an 
Alphonse J achimczyk 
James ;]Illreed 

"illi.....: Kaminski, Chairman 
bdward Ryb" 
Rose Ann Sheri dan 

A!lli:!lM~ 
Dr. ~'ranc1s :Jolan 
Samuel Picciallo 
John Cook 
Ph it Coulter 

Dwight Marshall 
George Russell 
Jack McLaughlin 

Karl Young, ,Jr. 
Hayes Bl ake lIoyt 

~'LfAllt_~_R~QB'AIIQ~_QQMlJlII'~ ------
Stephen Kelly, Ch"i rman Doris Zuckert 
erlward Ryba Helen Peatt 
KHherine Kaminski ~orton Rhoades 
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William Hurphy, Chairman 
Patrick Fortunato 
William Kaminski 

Joseph Caputo, Chairman 
~Iary Bankowski 
fartin Cash 

Patrick Scarella, Chairman 
Dr. Francis Dolan 
Samuel Picciallo 

Frank Longo 
Thomas Killeen 
Patrick Hogan 

Paul Plotkin 
Patrick Scarella 
William Kaminski 
Stephen Kelly 
.Joseph Caputo 

Wardh am Collyer 
Joseph Iacovo 

Robert Lewis 
John Cook 

Helen Bromley 
Helen Huben 
Rutherford Huizinga 

Phil Coulter 
Thomas Topping. Chairman 

Helen Bromley 
David Waterbury 
Dwi~ht :·Iarshall 
Ru therforcl Huizinga 
I rvin ~ Snyder 

Helen Bromley asked permission to fill in the names of the rerublican appoint
ees to the Personnel Cornrni ttee as well as the 1eller and the alternate on Honday, 
uecember 7. 1953. the date scheduled for the re2ular meeting of the Board of Reore
sentatives. Permission was granted by dr. Kaminski. 

~elen Bromley t·KIVED, seconded and CARRIED to adjou rn. The meeting adjou rned 
at 11: 15. 

Respectfully submi ttert, 
Alphonse C. ,Tachimczvk 

Clerk 
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