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A Special Meeting of the Board of Representatives, Stamford, 
Connecticut was held on Wednesday, May 12, 1954 at the Burdick 
Junior High School Auditorium pursuant to a call issued by George V. 
Connors, President. 

Georgg J86~ri6fi 'r~~d l ~e ' Call which reads as follows: 

':,." . 'r de~rge V. Connors, Pres ident of the Board of Repre-
5entatives of th~ ~Ci~y of Sta~ford, pursuant to Section 202 
of the Charter, hereoy call a SPECIAL MEETING of the Members 

rof the BQard of ~epresentativ~s, for the purpose of con
Sidering and acting upon the OPERATING and CAPrrAL BUDGETS 
for the City of Stamford's fiscal year 1954,1955 on Wednes
day, May 12, 1954, at 8 p.r~. at the Burdick Jr. High School. 

I hereby order a copy of this call to be served upon 
each member of said Board, by an officer of the Stamford 
Police Department, by leaving a copy of this call at the 
usual place of abode, at least twenty-four (24) hours be
fore the time fixed for such meeting. 

This notice was delivered to each member of the Board of Representa
tives at their place of abode by a Stamford Police Officer twenty
four hours prior to the meeting and the following is copy of certi
fication of such delivery: 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT) S" 
COUNTY OF FAIRFffiLD) " , 

Personally appeared 

Stamford, Connecticut 
May 11, 1954 

Robert T. Foulds 
Thomas J. Maloney 
David L. McKeithen 

regular members of the Police Department of the City of 
Stamford, who, being duly sworn, depose and state that 
they made service of the attached call of a Special Meet
ing of the Board of Repreaentatives, on May 12. 1954. in 
the mannel' prescribed in said call. 

Robert T. Foulds 
Thomas J. Maloney 
David L. McKeithen 

Subscribed and sworn to this 14th day of May, 1954, before me 

John M. Hanrahan 
Commissioner of Superior Court 
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Geol'gc Connors asked fol' nominations for temporary clerk inasmuch as 
AlpI1011SP C. Jachlmczyk, CIerI:, was still HI. 

Help!"! Bromley MOVED thut \'iill.J.lm Murphy be nomlnated to temporary 
clerk, Hilliam Murphy declined saying it would be necessary for him 
to leave the meeting early to &0 to work and nominated Hayes Hoyt 
as tempol'ary clerk, seconded by George Russell and CARRIED. 

Roll call was taken by the temporary clerk. There were 33 members 
pre~nt and 7 absent./ The absent ~embers list as follows: Irvi9g G. 
Snyder, Rose Ann She¥idan, RObert~Lewis, Phil obulter, Edward ~ba, 
Thomas Kiltlen, Alphonse Jach2mczyk. 

FISCH COMMITTEE .,/ 

Pat1'ic~: Scarella, Chairman, :;ubmitted the Fj.scal Committee Report 
r'pcon mf'ndJ.ng various changes to the Capl.tal and Operating Budgets 
1'01' 1954-1955. Copy of said report is being attached to these 
minuteS for reference. 

Patr'lck Scarella MOVED that the Capital Budget for 1954-1955 be 
conside1'ed first, seconded by Sam Picciallo and CARRIED. 

<~-i~ (J-~v ' i __ .. :r:,'('jl',) 
Alanson Fredericks MOVED that except in case of adsj3t1011, the voice 
vete shall be deemed a rislng vote re the budgets being adopted, 
seconded by DoriS Zuckert and CARRIED. 

LONG V~EW PARK - _ item 4. pag-.!!. 

Patri ck Hogan MOVED that Lone; View Parle, item 4, page 4 be considered 
as a separate item, seconded by James Mulreed and CARRIED. 

I~r. Huizinga amended the mot :r-n to read that all items be conSidered 
as s e par'ate items on page 4. hmendment accepted by Patrick Hogan, 
and James Mlllreed. 

Cons i derab Ie discuss ion followed re past informat ion rece ived at 
past meetings on this sub,je ct in relation to the cost of $20,000. 
Hhereas previous fIgures were about $60,000. or a little more. 

Mr. Morrjssey was asked to s peak on this matter. He stated there 
was little possibility of colle cting anything on the bond Which was 
a realty bond. That the sw~ Baked for will with the use of City 
employees probably take care 0:' the repair of most of the roads jn 
t h is a , 'ea. 

Io/ardham Collyer MOVED to defer action on thjs item and seconded 
by John Cock. Motion defeated by 8 - 25. 

r , 

Patrld: Scarella MOVED approval of :tao,O,OO. f_or r_epairs to roads at 
Long View Park, seconded by He l en Bromley and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY, 

J 
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pat;ick Scal~la MOVED approval of $5,000. to erect a bus station 
0n the east side of .city Hall, seconded by Alanson Fredericks . 
Considerable controversy followed but it was generally felt that 
such a station should not be erected until the routing of tra.ff1c 
had been set . Motion was delcated by a vote of 9 in favor, 21 
against . 

CAPITAL BUDGET 1954 ,.1955 -
Patrick Scarella~MOVED approval of the Cap~tal Budget for $2,813,360. 
(deleting the $5,000. not approved for the bus station), secoqded by 
Helen Bromley and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 33 members present votihg yea . . 
OPERATING BUDGET 1954-1955 

Patrick Scarella MOVED to consider the Operating Budget 1954-1955, 
seconded and CARRIED. 

CHAIRS - MAYORS OFFICE - $600. 

Discussion re need of cha~~s and price was questioned. Patrick 
Scart!lla ~lbVED a'pproval of $23633. including chairs seconded by 
Samue 1 Picc iallo and CARRIED by a vote of 21-11. 

Paul Plotkin MOVED that whenever there is a cut recommended or a 
question on an account that we vote on that item ~irst and that 
we vot~ on the larger sum first, seconded by Hayes Hoyt. 

William Kaminski MOVED to amend the Motion that we vote on the 
separate item only when a question has been asked. Amendment 
acccptEld by .Paul Plotkin and Hayes Hoyt and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

Hayes Hoyt and Joseph Iacovo asked that it be stated in the miautes 
that they we~e in favor of '"he chairs but voted negatively inasmuch 
as they dld , !lotp app;,ove of the meth~d in thich this was handled . . 

r. t , r ... I 

ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER .. Dept . of Law - $400. 
• )":': 1?~· ~J~ 

After d~Qaj;;~ng the abso~ute 9ced for this machine which can make 
as many a~ l§lI copies a~ a tinie and save endless copying, Hayes 
Hoyt MOVED . !ippr oV!fl of' the $400. seconded by William Kaminski and 
CARRIED by a vote of 21 - 9. 

Telephone accounts in the various . departments have been cut s11ght
ly, overcoming the cut recently allowed by the Federal Excise Tax 
cut. 

o 

A small .. amount was deducted from several of the StatI~nery & Postage 0 
accounts wfi ich should not put a partIcular hardship on any departl!lent. 

, 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Patrick Scarella stated the Fiscal Committee recommended a cut of 
$41,300. in the operatine; budget of the Board of Education and 
although they are aware they cannot make specific cuts in items, 
they suggested a list if! the fiscal co~t-i:hbe--d1ve~ted;Vet 
a tRPes yea! peI'loch 'e ....z::.._ ""t.t" 1-<- - . -;-"""'-' y~; a; 

A lo~ discussion followed, some for and others against the pro
posed cut . 

Samuel Pjcciallo MOVED approval of $4,530,000.00 (the amount 
approved by the Board of Finance and the larger sum), seconded by 
Patrick Fortunato and CARRIED by a vote of 22 - 10. 

Patrtck Hogan MOVED seconded by James Mulreed to adjourn until 
Thursday, May 13, 1954 at 8:00 P.M. and defeated by a vote of 12-18. 

Patr:;_ck Scarella MOVED seconded by Samuel Piccial10 for a recess 
for 5 minutes, seconded and CARRIED. 

George V. Connors recalled the meeting to order. The following 
members left after the recess - William Kaminski, Katherine 
Kaminski, William Murphy, Mary Bankowski, Martin Cash and Joseph 
Caputo making a total of 27 present. 

CIVIL DEFENSE - Salary 

(1--elen Bromley [~OVED that a ;.'ecommendation be sent to the Boar~of 
Finance that the salary item under Civil Defense be put on a re 

tainer basis' and not subject to Civil Service. 

GARBAGE COLLECTION - SewagE 

Pat rick Hogan brought up the following question stating that until 
S·::! ct:Lon 620.2 has been complied with, there is a question as to the 
legality of collecting taxes for service that will be rendered on 
account of garbage collection. 

COST OF LIVING - 1954 1955 -- -$89,250.00 

Pa t r i ck Scarella read the Fiscal Comml.ttee report recommending the 
def<: l'ral of this it'em of $89,250., asking that cost of living index 
increment be calculated from July 1953 to October 1954 and each 
~'e ar thereafter arr ive at a comparable 12 months figure. 

There ~IaS cons iderable d~scuss ion of the figures shown in the 
Fjs cal Committee report re reclass1fication and normal salary 
increments being any part of the Cost of Living Bonus . 

.v l ..o,-",,~--'"' / ''''14'<1"'''- I ~ n ..... ~ '/I/I-Y) 
- Mr. H~zinga stated/ that the employees were actuaily receiving 

$525. in one year',:; It was pOinted out by Paul Plotkin as untrue 
that part of this sum was not approved when first presented and 
therefore became retroactive to January 1, 1953. Therefore January 
1, 1953 thru June 30, 1955 is actually 2~ years covering this said 
sum of $525.00 
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Dr. Dolan MOVED, seconded by George Russel that Mr. Weathers, 
Personnel Director be heard on this matter. CARRtED,~a~..f.. 

Mr. Weathers stated that tl'lc cllange -in sa·lar-i'esGunder- Rec'lass-
1f'j caj.;i!!onn,Plan" of.3'$·169, 000'! arid the normal salarY~'increments under 
the adopted . recilasslneat ion.· plan amount ing to $107 i09l. Ras noth
ing whatsoever to do w1th ' the Ooat or' Living Bonus of[ $178,500. 
that was adopted January 4, 1954. Mr. Weathers B~atea rtirther ~ 
that the $178,500. asked i'or jn the 1954-1955 budget as well as 
the $89,2pO.Oer SimPly indicates by the latter f1gupe that an 
additional cost of living index increment from July 1953 tou 
October 1953 is apparent and ~s now being asked f,or to take care 
of the cost 10f 'lliving.riseCin c6sts. That postponement of action 
on this- lltem .:.or ($89,25Q,:, 01D wmll only mean 1wheni figured at a later 
date that the amount will ' be greater.oand will again be a retro
active jtem. 

14 '1 .... r'l os C b~D·r( 'j·1 elm. t·d 'fJrtO~ ~ '.l'~ro ~'1 H 

Mr. Hutzings lpointed !lout 'ohat ·,the $li8 Ii500 ~ ", approved - Jani1ary 4, 
1954, plus $178,500. and $89,250. ~roposed for approval in the 
1954'-1955 budget crilakes "a ito'cal! sof $449 ,250 ~· being ' appropr.iated 
to be paid by the taxpayel's :!on one.Lyear. ':E !)., I rt 

Alans·on ~rederic:Ks questioned whether ... this was 1not taking care 
of a I'ctr·oac.t'jve,rper:liod tand whetlier' these sums would .not bring 
the eos:t' of·rlivl'ng b:otius up ' to ··date,. Mr . • Weathers informed him 
tilat this was the story, whereupon Mr~ Fredericks _MOVED the quest i Q . 

Paul. Plotkin MOVED approval of $89,250.00 for ,the Cost . of -Div ng 

~
onus, seconded by Ge orge HU:3sell and CARRIED by a vote -of 21 

1n f av-oI'pf6 opposed. <: :) i I) i • c~ .. ,r,., nr' j (j , 
""II ..; ~o '1 ,; "1 ~ .... !'Il """1 J • .G ! 

Ge_o, ge _Connors read a resolution re ~approva'l dofl the: Capltal and 
Operating Budgets of 1954 - 1955. 

* ;..l!.i I ____ - __ . .~' ~_ 

He len Eromley 140VED approval of' th is resolut ion, seconded by 
ParI;h~k :'scifre'l1la (arid "CARRIED UNAN,IMOUSLY'J! 27i lm~ers rpresent 
v'ot :Lng y¥a [1" J '", ~ ~ 1 _ 'W rI< j" b 1"11 ()~) "1 : 

.1.:' r..... b!': .: .'; 5, 'I 10. ,. 

Re soluti on #175 - Adopt l on of the Operating ~and Capital Budge s 
f r'onlJuly 1 . 1954 to JUlie 30, 1955.----------__ _ 

01 ') . ;~ __ _ _ ~ to,_ 
WHEREAS the Board of F l nance has transmitted to the 

'- i: B6atodl !?6f10Representa:t i ves it·s recomme.nded budget for the 
/' !lCii€'y vat: ~tamf:6rd .tf'Ol.j tIle ensuing fiscal year commencing 

rlJ1f>l'y br p 1.9511' a.~loe'nd lng June 30, -1955 !for final acq,on 
thereon 9>yl3t!Jie esfd/llt!d of Representat ivcs. 

BElitrf1RESlOI;V,EDaB¥USlrAMFlORD "~ tha:t t the itemized el!t imate Of 
rece ipt' aridll§JlIpe'l'iGitures ?for the ' ensuing ·!fis.cal year 
1954-1955 81~Oth@~adgets a:sosubmitted -by, the Mqyor and 
as acted upon by the Board of Finance and as finally 
acted ~upon 'and "cons ideI'ed ~byothC' Board , ot; Representatives 
1n"the Faniount i of '". d J" t, (. em 

j- 1: .... r' q !H. i "IJ \.} b;) 0 r let J n L~. w ~ 
.... Jr. \.. '10 $:10/ 787,345. 99 'i'! 'Operating rBudgell 

: ~ n I"' '.. . v: r r l~. ,'1 ~.. r ~(I .... 

$2,813,360. 00 Capital Budge t 

/ /3~ 
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be and l s hereby accepted, adopted and approved and 
specific appr opr i at i ons are t4ereby made for each of the 
s everal items in the amounts appearing in the columns 
of the bud\'iets under the heading of "Board of Repre
sentatives r ecoruing the approval or other action of 
th is Board. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proJects contained in 
the Capital Budget are to be financed as follows; 

$482,260.00 
g,33 l ,lOO. 00 

TorAL $2,813,360.00 

Current Taxation 
Municipal Bonds 

Dated at Stamford, Connecticut this 14th day of May 1954. 

Jame~ Mulreed MOVED to adjourn the meeting, Beconde~ and CARRIED. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1;25 A.M. 

/., I "6 3 

Respectfully submitted 

Hayes B. Hoyt 
Temporary Clerk 



Report of the Fiscal Committee of The Board of Representatives 
covering the following City of Stamford Budgets for the fiscal year 1954 -
1955: 

1. Operating Budget 
Z. Capital Projects Budget 
3. Board of Education Budget 

The prediction that "a rise in the tax rate for the year 1954-1955 
is inevitable" has not only been stated by the Mayor. but also by the Board 
of Finance when they submitted these budgets to the Board of Representa
tives. 

In spite of this prediction the Fiscal Committee approached the 
tremendous task of reviewing these budgets with one thought in mind. namely. 
- - - "It i. our responsibility to approve the absolute minimum appropria
tion in each individual account. which is necessary to provide the taxpayers 
of the City of Stamford with the kind of schools and public services they 
demand. and to which they are entitled in exchange for the taxes they pay." 

You will find that. with a few exceptions. most of the reductions 
recommended by this Committee have been comparatively small. so small 
that we honestly believe no department hea'<i will have any difficulty adjust
ing the costs of the operations of his department so that they fall within the 
recommended budget. and at the same time provide the ne<:essary services 
required by the taxpayer. 

The budgets which have been requested by the Mayor. reduced 
and approved by the Board of Finance. have been further reduced by the 
recommendations of the fiscal committee as fallows: 
(see attached Schedule A). 

Capital Budget 

Board of Education 
Budget 

J )?! I 

IHer careful consideration of all the capital projects. 
it is the opinion of this committee. that no further re
duction should be made in any of the appropriations 
approved by the Board of Finance. 

The reduction of $41.300 in the operating budget of til" 
Board of Education. in the opinion of this committe, 
will in no way incur any hardship in the operation Qf 
the Board. 

This committee is cognizant of the fact that the Board 

o 

c 
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has in :>peration a well-planned system for improving 
and maintaining its plant. By reducing its total re
quest of $4,501,857 by less than one per cent, we do 
n:lt mean t,;) infer that even this small amount is not 
nl!eded, but rather that a porti'.m of the projects planned 
for c.)mpletion this coming year be defe rred until next 
year. We refer specially to the following projects: 

1. 

Z. 

Conversion ·:>f coal b oil burning 
furnaces 
Installation of Lockers 

3. Installation:>f Flu:ne scent Lighting 
4. Sanding and repairing floors 
5. Stage Curtains 
6. Soundproof Corridor Ceilings 
7. R.:!place outmoded Furniture 
8. Resurface Playgrounds 
9. 

1 O. 
Asphalt tile in H.S. Office" Library 
Inter-communicatbn system(Cloonan) 

$Z 1, Z50 
13,650 
9,560 

14,000 
5,300 
8,600 

37,441 
10,305 

Z, 100 
5,000 

$lZ7,Z06 

The reducti,)n recommended, will permit the comple
ti.:.n of two thirds of these projects, deferring until the 
fc)llowing year the remaining one third. 

The total recommended reduction in appropriations of 
the operating budget is $113, 8n. Of this amount 
$Z4, 6zz represents elimination of minor office equip
ment, reduction of telephone appropriations due to 
reduction ·:>f Federal Excise Taxes; and also in other 
instances, the amount of unused funds in various 
acc';)unts originating from appropriations :>f the previous 
year, indicated in our opinion that the requested 
appropriation c.)uld be somewhat reduced. $5,760 of 
the abo VI! mentioned $Z4,6ZZ represents a reduction in 
the staff of the Welfare Department, one case worker 
and one typist. This reduction was specifically recom
mended in the Welfare Department survey (see page z.o 
and 21 of the published survey). I,lso, $Z,OOO of the 
ab,_ve mentioned amount represents a reduction in the 
Springdale Fire Co. budget, due to items n"t needed 
since they are constructing a new building and are 
planning t.; sell the existing building ($1,700); also 
bonding and legal fees ($300). 

Th" largest single item contained in the total recom-
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mended reducti'm ioS the $89, 2.50 appropriati'ln fu r the 
1954LI955 Cost of L'iving Bonus. ThiS' committee is 
mindful )f the fact thllt no City employee ·is overpaid. 
H:.lwever, it is a·'s(~ aware of the 'fact that if this 
appropriation wetle granted, ·it would be .the fourth 
general salary adjustment within a two year peri::Jei. 

I. Re-classification ,f salaries at the time the new 
salary plan became operative ($169.000). 

2.. Normal salary increments uhder the plan ($107.091). 
3. The 1953-1954 cost of living bonus granted this 

year under emergency appropriation ($178.500). 
4. The 1954-1955 cost of living bonus referred to 

above ($89 ; 2.50). 

Also. the one appropriation of $178,500 which was 
recently v'Jted by this Board refers to "1953-1954 
Cust of living" bonus, and the $89,2.50 refers to 
"1954-1955 cost of living" bunus. When actually these 
two bonuses were computed. one on the basis of the 
C·.lst of living index increment br a period of 30 months, 
January 1951 to July 1953'; and the latter ($89,250) was 
computed on the basis of the cost of living index 
increment for a period of less than 5 months, July 1953 
t.j JOctober 1953. It is the opinion of this committee 
that the Personnel Commission compute the C:lst of 
li'ving index incre,ment on October 15, 1954. which 
would then ::C:lver the period July 1953 to October 1954. 
a'nd' the'l'l each year 'thereafter arrive at a comparable 
l,Z mbn'ths1 flgure • 

.. nl 1. ri1 n 

BylthtS procedure the employees w~uld receive the cost 
of! lliVin'g:lbon'u's-\t.)"which they are entitled, on a retro
adtiv.dlbasls tn, theo sable manner the $178,500 was 
apprcwed" an\:!·,the-:laxpayers would nut be asked to pay 
hr two c.,s'" of liv ing bonuses in one year. 

[ 

[ 

[ 



. t.ppr:.o ved bI Boa.rd of Finance Rec'lmmended by Fiscal Com • 

0 
M~y?r's Re~est Reduction Total Reduction T,tal 

Capital Bud:;ct $3,Z05,515.00 $387,155.00 $Z,818,360.00 $Z,81a,160.00 

Bc·ard Jf Educati.Jn Budget 4,675,470.00 IlZ,l13.00 4,543,157.00 41,300.00 4,501,857.00 

Op.:!ratins BudgO!t: 

Gem: ral G -:.ve rnment !,097,Z79.8Z Z9,719.55 I,067,560.Z7 3,450.00 1,064,110.Z7 

Debt S~rvic.:! I,Z36,468.51 Z3, 110. ~O I,Z11,158.51 I,Z13,158.51 

Welfare 357,961.30 Z5,034.80 HZ. 9Z6. 50 5,910.00 lZ7.016.50 

?r )t.::cti'n 1,817,144,IZ 106,678.46 1,710,465 .. 66 10.660.00 1,699,805.66 

Public W .... rks " 5Z4, 761.60 Z3, 410. 00 1,501,351.60 4,590.00 1.496,761.60 

R.:cr..:ntLm 156,598.45 156,598.45 IZ.OO 156,586.45 

)thcrs Z8Z,750.00 1,500.00 Z81,Z50.00 89,Z50.00 19Z,OOO.00 

TOT/.L $6, 47Z, 963. 80 $Z09,45Z.81 $6, Z63, 510. 99 $113,S7Z.00 $6,149,638.99 

GR}'.ND TuTi.L $1.4 ,353,948.80 $7Z8, 9ZQ. 81 $'3,6Z5,OZ7.99 $1:1",ln.OO $13,46Q,855.99 

o 

o 


