












































Convalescent Home [:}

In eliminating the appropriation for the Convalescent Home
from this year's capital projects program, by a vote of 5 to 1, Mr.
Stashenko voting for the appropriation, your Board is acutely aware
of the need for facilities to care for the chronically ill and to
care for those convalescents who need care outside their own homes.

However, the Board is not satisfied, nor does it semse that
the community is satisfied, that the project has had the professional
study required to define clearly the field within which the proposed
Convalescent Home would operate, the type of staff required, or what
agency should be responsible for its admissions policy, schedule of
service charges, and day to day operstions. As presented to us, its
operation is not necessarily characteristic of the function of the
Welfare Department except to the degree that an institution like
Sunset Home has been responsible to the Welfare Commission. Many of
the phases of this project's operaticn are quite dissimilar from the
Sunget Home operation in that regular medical and nursing care is
likely to be a normal rather than an unusual requirement. Despite
the year which has elapsed since the appropriation for planas was author-
ized, fundamental problems do not seem to have been satisfactorily re-
solved. Your Board further was not satisfied that a structure built
within the cost estimates submitted (basically $15.00 per square foot)
would, at present construction costs, afford the services which would '
be expected of such a building, whether designed primarily for chronic
invalidism or for convalescent patients. Until these queations have
been satisfactorily resolved, the Board feels it should not approve an
appropriation for the project.

Mr. Stashenko believes that Stamford is one of the large
cities in the State which does not have a municipal nursing home and
hospital, although surveys have been made for many years which in-
dicate that there is a definite need for one in Stamford. He further
believes that since this Board has appropriated funds for architects'
fees and plans for this worthwhile community project, it ought not to
be delayed, but should be built now.

Heliport

This request was denied until such time as the Board has re-
ceived further data as to anticipated revenues, operational expenses,
cost of conatruction, lease arrangements, and such other information
as may be necessary regarding capital expenditures by the City of
Stanford in order to moke this project reasonably functional.
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Storm Draing

The Board notes that aside from the Springdale and North
Glenbrook section, all the other highways marked for storm drain
construction are located in an area >f more or less recent developmen
No requests were submitted to this Board for storm drain construction
in other areas of the city which are well populated and where the
need for storm drains has long existed. It is to be noted that the
request for the Eighth Street project has been denied by this Board
for the reason that the contemplated improvement runs through private
property and would seem to be of more benefit to individual property
owners than to the general public. We also feel that the amount of
$6,500.00 is ample to take care of the High Clear Drive project.

In approving the requests for storm drains, the members of
this Board feel that the work should have been done by the developers
of the acreage involved. There are many areas in the older sections
of the city that should have priority as to storm drains. However,
since the Planning Board and the Mayor felt that these areas needed
immediate attention and have placed them in the capital budget, these
Tequests were granted.

Mr. Mackler does not subscribe fully to the views stated in
the prior paragraphs as he believes that once a road is accepted, it
becomes the city's responsibility tc maintain the road and any draina
required therefor, and that after acceptance it serves no purpose to
say that the developer should have done the work since he can no long
be required to do this. Therefore, since it is the responsibility of
the city, he is of the opinion that the recommendations of the of-
ficials properly charged with the determination of the prioriiy of
these projects should be followed, provided the city is financially
able to carry on those recommendaticns. Mr. Mackler agrees that the
older sections which require rectification should be completed first,
but only if the priority is determired by need and not solely by time

Highways

The $4,000.00 request for repairing the Turn-of-River bridge,
which 1s no longer used, was denled. This bridge leads to private
property. The Board members unanimously feel that the developer of
this property should repair the bridge.

The members of this Board voted 5 to 1 against appropriating
funds for pedestrian shelters, Mr. Stashenko casting the dissenting
vote.

Sanitary Sewers

The requests in the amount of $200,000.00 to complete the
balonce of the Center Street-Scofield Avenue aresa and to construct a
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sanitary sewer in the northeast section -- west: of Hope Street ~-
is in furtherance of the overall North Glenbrook-Springdale project.
The construction of a sanitary sewer in the northeast section --
west of Hope Street -- will eliminate & particularly unsanitary
condition in this area and should put an end to a problem that has
faced the residents of this area and the city for many years.

Incinerator

The construction of another incinerator is a necessary step
toward providing adequate incineration for a2 steadily growing Stam-
ford. Our Board feels that this project must be furthered and is
awvare of the fact that an additional expense of $300,000.00 must be
provided for in a future budget. The expenditure provided for re-

lates largely to the protection of health in our city, and we approve

such expenditure as called for in the budget.

Mx. Mackler voted against this proposal because he does not

believe that appropriations for projects of this kind should be made

until the plans and specifications are completed, and is, therefore,
of the opinion that the appropriation should have been limited to
an amount sufficient to cover the costs of plans and specifications.

Fleood Control

Our Board now feels that enough work has been done on flood

control so that we are better able to evaluate the work that has been
accomplished and to have some conception of what the ultimate amount

required to eliminate flooding will be. Much of the work planned

by the Army Engineers has been completed and the overall picture has

been clarified as to the probable cost of the remaining work to be
done.

Park Commission

All the requests made for the Park Commission are approved
by this Board with two exceptions. We do not feel that there is
any need for the further expenditure of funds for Lione Park in
view of expenditures made for this Park in recent years, nor do we

feel that an expenditure of $1,500.00 for grading and landscaping at
Stark-Northrop is justified at this time as this work was done several

years ago. We feel that the current provisions made for the Park
Commission will enable the Commission to proceed with its plans and
to advance further towards the ultimate complete development of our
parks.
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CONCLUSTON

Conscious of its obligations to all city employees and
beneficiaries of the tax dollaz, but not oblivious to the tax
burden borne by numerous small houme owners, as well as small busi-
nesses and our large industries, the Board members were forced to
remind themselves of the "goose and the golden eggs,'" and that even
Santa Claus, with all his ingenuity and largesse, is unable to satis-
fy the needs of many, and, consaquentcly, the wishes of others.
Many suggestlons of real merit and undoubted value to the community
have to be refused on the simple grounds that theilr cost is beyond
our wmeans. We have to live within the iimits of a sane and realistic
budget as a municipality just as we do in individual and family life.
This is an economic principle very easy to forget in these days of
enoimcus govermment spending, but we cannot forget this principle if
we are to maintain a sound and solvent fiscal system for our city.

Isadore M. Mackler, Chairman
John L, Cameron

Nicholas J. Gorman, Jr.
Yatrick J. Hogan

Russell C. Roberts

John Stashenko

W2iesy ~16-



