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Minutes of August 3, 1959 2620 

A regular meeting of the Board of IIepreaentativ8s of the City of Stamford, Conn. was 
held in the cafeteria of the DOlan .Jr. BiBh School, Toms Road, Stamford, on Monday, 
August 3, 1959. 

The .... ating was called to ordei by the President, Norton Rhoades, at 8:10 P.M. 

INVOCATION - Given by Rev. Samuel DiTrol1o of the calvary Assembly of God Church. 

lie: Deatb of lfal!. Prancis Wladan of Holy Name o.f Jesus Church 

MR. RllDADl!9: "This Board would 1 ike to extend it'. corporate sympathy to the members 
of till! Parish of 1Io1y Name of Jesus Church upon the Budden death of Magr. Wladasz, 
about which all 0 f you have reaa in the paper. 

CondoLences to Michael J. DeVito. 5th District Representative 

MR. RIIOAD,S: '''We also wish to offer our sympathy to Michael DeVito on the recent 
1088 of his mother." 

At this point the President read a letter from Mrs. Blizabeth Portynato, recently 
wido.~d, upon ,the death of her husband Patr~ck J. p~rtunato, 9th District IIepresen­
tative, in which she expresses thanks for the floral tribute sent by the members of 
the Board and the .... ny expressions of sympathy. 

~ INOP JQHH PAHBY, (D), new Board member from the 9th Distr~~~, replacing 
Patrick J. Portunato. 

The Corporation Gounsel, Raymond G. Cushing, administered the oath of office to 
John Pahey, new l1II!mber of the Board, who thereupon assumed his seat as a .... mber of 
the Board frOIl the ,9th Df.'strtct . (applause) • 

A , 

ROLL CALL was taken by the Clerk. There were 2S preaent and 12 absent at the call-
ing of the roll. Mr. Truglia and Mr. Huizinga arrived later. changing the roll call 
to 30 present and 10 absent. Absent were: Messrs. Vitti, Georgoulis, Maffucci, 
Geronimo, Macrides, Marciano, Russell, Fredericks, McLaughlin and Mrs. Horner. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES - Meeting of July 6, 1959 

There being no corrections, the Minutes of the meeting of July 6, 1959 were 
APPROVED unanimously. 

CotllDit tee changes: 

HR. NOLAN presented t he fo llowing replacements on Co~ittees, formerly filled by 
t he l ate Pat rick J . For t unato: (Approved unanimously) 

Steering Committee: Joseph P. 'Milano 

Fiscal Committee: Peter C. Sileo 

Legislative 6 Rules Committee: Bernard B. Geronimo 

Planning 6 Zoning Committee: John Fahey (Replacing Mr. Geronimo) 

COMMITTBE REPORTS 

STEERING COMMITTEE: 

MR. NOLAN, Chairman in the absence of Mr . Rhoades, on vacation, presided at the meet-
3:15t;s of the steering Commit tee. He present ed the following report: 
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~oo~u~n ·0 
HeetiDg held :July '20, 1959 

The Steering COlIIDittee met in the Kayar's Office, City Hall, on Monday, July 20, 
1959. Hr. John Nolan presided as Chaixman in ,the absence (on vacation) of Borton 
Rhoades, Chainaan. 

The meeting was called to ord"r at 8: 10 P.M. Present vere: John Bolan, ActiDg 
Chairman, Thomas ToppiDg, IIobert Lewis.; Jack "'-'ns-, Gl!.orp C9nJ¥)ra. Also p.z::e­
sent, but not as members, were George Rusa.ell, Stephen «e1~y and Joaeph HUano. 

Absent were: Norton 1!hoadea, .Dods Zuckert (both on vacation), Al~80n Fredericks, 
Rutberforc! Huiz:iDga, ElUa Baker, John Kacrideaj WUli8111 I61rphy, IIocco Colatrella, 
Vincent Vitti and Bernard Geronillo. 

(1) 'Kayar's letter of 7/1/59, sublllitting name of Louia GreeubaUIII, Republican, as 
'replacement for John Allison, Bepub1ican, for 5 year term On tbe IJIIBAII 
!ll!Dl!VELOPHBIIT COIlHISSIOH, term to start August 8, 1959. 

Hr. Nolan red frOIll the Hinutes '9f February 7, 1955 (page 809) at which time John 
#li80n was confir1lllld aa a member of t:l)e lIBC, term to expire December 11, 1959. 

There was considerable discusaion as to the length -of term of this appointment. 
It was lIIVED, seconded and CABBDD that the Appointments Committee check with the 
Corporation Counsel as to what conatituted the 'ft1:ILof th~ ~~tmI!nt. in "View 
of an apparent discrepancy with the terms of the odginal appointmenta of the 
firat four members of this Colllllli.aion on August 7, 1950 (~ PBS" 260). 

(2) Kayor's letter of July 20, 1959" suJn!aittiDg.tlw. ~ of Hrs. Iva Watt, Repub­
lican, as a member of the JDlBBARD RElGRrS .GaLl' COHHISSION, replaciDg Hra. 
Babette llun8ohoff, resigned, for term .to expire December I, 1962. !ll!I'EUED 
TO TUB .APl!ODlTMllllTS CO~. 

All additiolUil. apprppristions and matters approved by the 1!oard of Finance vere 
ordered placed on the agenda, and eppropriatiolis in excess of $2,000 referred to 
additional collllllittees. 

(3) Unsafe BUUdi,!?a 

This matter was discussed briefly and referred to the PUBLIC WORKS COKHITTBE. 

(4) All matters t hat were postponed at the July Jloard meetiDg vere ordered 
again placed on the agenda. 

(5) Petition - Recreational facUities on East side. 

This was presented by Hr. Kelly and referred to the PARKS & !ll!ClIHA:tION COMHITTEE. 

(6) Resolution concerning change of name of land known as Black Swamp to that of 
"Sle• py Hollow Park"_ !ll!PE!ll!ED TO ·PARKS & !ll!ClIHA:tIOH COMHITTEE This was also 
presented by Hr. ReIly . 

( 7) Letter dated 7/14/59 ~Park Collllllisaion - re Ralloween Yacht Club proposed 
leaae, answering the Board'. requeat for information at the July Board meeting. ~ 
Ordered plsced on agenda under "COKMUIIICATIOHS". 

(8) Undated letter from Charles Austin, regarding air .pollution. !ll!PERR&D TO 
HEALTH & PROTECTION COMHITTEE 
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(9) Picnic Comadttee 

Hr. Connors •• ked to be IIXcu .. d fr01ll serving -on the Picnic COIIIII1ttee this year. The 
n .... of Thomas Itoch., lit D1&trict lapre •• ntative, ... offered .. a replacelll8nt for 
Mr. Connors and he wes appointed .. a 1II8IIIber of 'the Picnic ColBittee. 

(10) Status 'of City employees re Griffenhagen repott. 

This was discussed snd a letter ordered aent to tha Personnel CoJBisaion, asking for 
clarification of certain matters. 

(11) Status of part-time City employees re Griffenhagen report. 

This waa diacu ••• d and referre~to the Personnel Committee to investigate and report 
back to the Board. 

There being no further business to come before the Commi ttee, the meeting was duly 
adjourned at 9:15 P.M. 

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE! 

,Respe.ctfully 'submitted, 

John R. Nolan. 
Chairman, pro t am 

MR. LEWIS said the Committee met ud interviewed Mr. Louis Greenbaum fo r membership 
on the Urban Redevelopment Commiaaion. In regard to this appointment he presented 
the following letter from the Corporation Counsel, giving an opinion on this matter: 

Urban Redevelopment Co_ission - Terms of Members 

Mr. Robert Lewis, Chairman 
Appointments Committee 
Board of Representatives 
City Hall 
Stamford, Connecticut 

Dear Mr . Lewis: 

August 4 , 1959 

I have sifted through the fac~. as available fram written records 
concerning the original creation of the Urban Redevelopment Commission 
and the terma for which its 1III!1IIbers were appointed. Since this 1& a 
801IIeWhat confused situation, I will olltline these facts, which are as 
follow.: 

1. Section 8-126 of the General Statutes empowers the 
legislative body of a municipality to create such a 
commission. On the subject of this body's compositap, 
this statute saya: ' 

I~hose firat appointed shall be designated to serve for 
one, two, three, four and five years, respectively, and 
thereafter 1III!1IIbera shall he appointed annually to serve 
for five years, except . that uy vacancy shall be filled 
for the unexpired term. 
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2. On June 20, 1950, a letter from the Mayor was sent ·to the 
Board of Representatives nominating the initial five 
members. The minutes of the Board's meeting of July 10, 
1950 show that these proposed members were nominated for 
the terms required oy s'tatute, that is, one, two, three 
four and five years, respectively. No date or expiration 
of the terms is Teferred to in said minutes. 

At its meeting of July 10th, none of these members were 
voted upon because of a question involving dual office 
holding applying to two of the nominees. 

3. At the meeting of the Board of Representatives on August 
7, 1950, votes were taken on four of these nominees and 
all four were confirmed. The fifth member, Mr. Sherman 
Hoyt, had been nominated for a four year term, but 
elected to remain on the Planning Board. 

Again, the minutes of the meeting of August 7, 1950 do 
not refer to a specific expiration date for any of the 
four men confirmed. However, in a letter dated August 
la, 1950, the then clerk of the Board of Representatives, 
Mrs. Babette Ransohoff, informed Mayor Barrett that the 
four nominees had been confirmed and in th~s letter re­
ferred to terms ending July 1st of the appropriate years , 

4. At its meeting of December 4, 1950, the Board of Repre­
sentatives confirmed the appointment of Mr. Patrick 
DeLuca as the fifth memb.er of the Urban Redevelopment 
Commission to serve the four year term for which Mr. 
Hoyt ~P6 originally ~minated. The minutes of this 
meeting also contained no reference to the expiration 
date. 

On December 8, 1950, Mrs . Ransohoff, as Cle<k of the 
Board, in formed Mayor Barrett of Mr. Delu~a's confirmation 
and in this case referred to no expiration date. However, 
the letter by Mayor Barrett dated November 13, 1950 sub­
mitting Mr. DeLuca's name states - "Mr. DeLuca's term 
woul d expire in July, 1954" . 

5. On August la, 1954, the Board of Representatives enacted 
an ordinance creating the Urban Redevelopment Commission 
which it had failed to do previously, At that time, it 
also passed related sections validating appointments 
already. made to the Commission in this l anguage -

"The members 0 f the Urban Redevelopment Commission 
shall he appointed and shall hold office as approved 
in Chapter 55 of the General Statutes, as amended. 
Members heretofore appointed and serving on August 10, 
1954 shall continue in office during the terms for which 
they have been previously appointed". 

6. On January 4, 1955, Mayor Quigley submitted the name of 
John Allison "for the term ending December 11, 1959. He 
replaces Mr . DeLuca whose term has expired". 
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With the _ption of the initial 1118D1ber. of the Coamission, 
all other appaintmlml!. have been .... de for a term expiring 
on August 7 of the appropriate year, for esample '. 

In a letter dated September 10, 1952, IIrs. Ransolioff, as 
Clerk of the Board of Representatives, informed Hr. 
William Pitt that "your term of office ·will expire on 
August 7, 1957". 
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Any sttempt to untangle this series of ca"'Plexities .... st begin with the 
state statutes cited in "1" above. It is apparent that the intent of 
the Legislature in enacting this section was that the terms 'of the 
five members WDuld be staggered from year to year but WDuld end on 
the Sllllll! anniversary date whatever the year of expiratian might be 
in ooy given instance ("IIiembers shall b~ appointed annuallyll). 

Therefore, whatever the correct anniversary date is, it should be the 
same for all five members. 

The !DeCember ( lth date used in Hr. Allisan'a 'case is the newest of 
the three. No reference wos made to December 11th in any case prior 
to the submisaion of Hr. Allison's 1UIIIII! by 'Kayor Quigley. 

I 
Before this time, two dates appear • July 1st and August 7th. It is 
eaa~ to see bow the confusion of dates might have arisen since no 
ordinance creating thit commission was then in exiatence. 

Hr •• Ranaaboff's reference to July 1st Undoubtedly wos an expression 
of the under. tanding held by at leut some of tlie lIII!IIItiers of the 
Boord of IIapresentotives. There is, however no ftference made in any 
of the minutes to the July lst date. 

The August 7th date obviously Cllllll! into use because it was tbought 
that the date of canfi~tion of the original appointees should 
also be considered ss the date when the Urban IIadevelopment Com­
mission commenced its existence. 

I 

It is significant that in subsequent correspondence Hra. JIalisoboff 
also used the August 7th date when referring to new appointments. 

From the above, it seems to me that Hr. DeLucs'. term ended either 
on ~y I, 1954 or on August 7, 1954. ~. Allison's term therefore, 
should have been ~de to end on eit}a~ ~f these dates. The refer­
ence to December 11th was clearly an error and could not effect a 
cha .J8 in the duration or expi'ration date of the term involved. 

Aa b"tween the july· ;).st date ·and tha August 7th date, a solution 
can .3e reached ooly by attempting to interpret the intent of the 
BOll%>i .of IIapresenteUv ... from existing records. 

Sino. the July 1st date appears ooly in two ~ieces of corres­
ponch.."1ICe and was subaequently abandoned 1'n favor of the 1august 7th 
dat",. I am of the opinion that the July lst date was ul ti'mstely 
cona:ldered to he sn etror by the Board and that the Augu.t 7!=h 
date is more probably the one intended to be controlling by the 
Boarl! of Representatives. 

I ~Ie not consulted any of the parties involved in this corres­
~JLt)~ pon~!nce or in the workings of the Board o f Representatives at 

----"----
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titie time, aince lem intent~ can only be, !lec!uc"4 f1:om 'actual recorda. As 
)'I:~ can a .. e all! of th!s l .. aYIIs the, situation in an unaatisfactory ·condition. 

I would think that much could b .. l!CCOIIIP~iah .. d if the Bpard of lIapr .. s .. n­
'bljtivea would ~"JlI!ctt.a resolution ,a~Um1na, ,the , correc!;: date of expiration 
of all fiv .. mambera ~lIIl!rnadi. ~er~ in tha absence of such a reao-
11::1:ion, I am of the opinion that i(r. Allllon'. t .. rm ~l "xpir .. on 
~st 7, 1959. 

i. 
Very truly~ yours, , 

BGC:A 
~}'IIIHlcl, G. Cushing 
COrporatiQn Counaal 

.CJ! ChainDan, StearingCOllllllitt .... 
Urban Redeve~o~~t ~s~ion. 

U~han Re .. 10 t Commission - ointment of!IR. LOUIS G (R) as 
,replacement for .Jam ~~i~ 
~gu8t 8, 1959. 

( for a fi",11 year ~rm, 8tarting 

HI!. LBllIS lIlVBD for approval of the abave appointlllllnt. Seconded by Kr. 
Rocha. 

11m LBllIS urged the appointlllllnt of Kr. Gmenba ..... 

HI~ WILEIISKY spoke briefly, alao in favor of this appointlllllnt. 
t' 

3 
T1ie Tel1 .. rs dlltributed the ballots, wIrl;ch .wen than~l1ected, LOST with 
.til" following vat .. : ~ 1 

10 in favor 
-18 oppos .. d 

Hli. BAKER, in the interest of clarification of thO! terms of office of the 
mambers of the Urban Redevelopment /::0IIIIIi8sion, presented the following 
"...01 ution which was APPlIOVIUl "'1sn1_u81.,.: 

,RESOLDTlo!! BO. 305 

CLAllJIlICATIOH OF TUM OF 9!VWR Dr:MBHBBRB OF 
UlIBAII JlBDBWLQP"RI'" COMIIISSIQH 

BE IT 1\ESOL1/RII AHD IT IS BBUBY BBSOLVED that the t .. rmof office 
of each p,res!'1it and subsequent 1IIIImber of the Urban Redevelopment 
COIlllld,88ion of the City of Stamford, which Commission wa.-'created 
under the p,rovllions. of -Chapt;er. 55, as IIIIII!Dded, of the General 
Statutes of the State of Connecticut and in accordance with 
Chap.ter 2 of the Code of G"neral Ord1nen,c .. s of the City ,of 
Stamford, ~hall h"Sin ,on the eight day of ,August of .. ach year 
and end on the IIIIVlI11th !lay .of August of each y .. ar, on a 
'rotationai baa~, of one !!I!!!!!ber .. ach year, for fiv .. years, 
according to .the. year of appointment 
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MR. CUMMINGS, ~lce Chairman, presented the Fiscal Committee report. He said a meet­
ing of the Comai ttee was held an July 28th and present were: Messrs. Tapping and 
CUIIlIDings. Abselit were: Mrs. Zuckert, Messrs. Huizinga, Kolich, Rabertucci and Wynn. 

(1) $20.000 - Public Works Dept. - Widening of Bell Street (Requested in Mayor's 
ll!tter ofl.6/3/59) (Also referred to Public Works Committee) 

MR. CUMHINGS MOIlED for spproval of the above request. Seconded by Mr. Tapping who 
said the Public Works Committee concurs in approval of this request. CARRIED 
unanimously. 

(2) $7,199.92 - Salary increases for elected and appointed officials and Court 
Personnel (Nat included in the Grif£enbagen survey) (Requested in 
Mayor's letter of 6/4/59) - See page 2582, Miuutes of 6/1/59 (Nate: 

. Also referred to Bducation, Welfare & Government Committee and to 
Personnel Committee) 

MR. CUMHINGS MOVED for approval of the fallowing, all retroactive to July 1st, the 
beginning of thel new fiscal year. Bach item was voted upon separately" with Mr. 
Murphy an\! Mr. ,Jjybnick, Vice ChainlSn and Chainlan of 'Education, 'Welfare & Govern­
ment ColIIDittee Dad Personnel Committee, both concurring in the recommendations for 
approval of these requests and seconding Mr. CUlllDings' motion for approval: Bach 
was CARRIED by unanimous vote of approval: 

~ 

300.1 
480.1 
450.1 
420.1 
470.1 
430.1 
440.1 
800.1 

TITLB , 
Mayar-JL----- ___________ _ 

. .. 'I 
OO~issioner of Finance--
Corporation qounsel-----­
ColIIDissioner of Heal:th--­
Town Clerk--------------­
Police Chief-----------~­
Fire Chief--------------­
Court Personnel: 

Secretary-------------­
Senior Clerk 

PRBSBIIT SALARY 

$11,575.20 
10,500.00 
8,929.44 

11,051.56 
10,500.00 
8,929.44 
8,929.44 

Clerk, Domestic Relations 

4,186.00 
3,692.00 
4,186.00 

APPBOVED SALAI!Y 

$i 2', 500. 00 
11,000.00 
10,.OgO.00 
11,,500.00 
11,000.00 
10,000.00 
10,000.00 

4,756.00 
4,167.00 
4756.00 

• 
'ADD~ 
APPBOPlIiA:mIr 

$ 924.80 
500.00 

1,070.56 
448.00 
500.00 

1,070.56 
1,070.56 

570.00 
475.00 
570.00 

Total Salary Increases----- $7,199.92 

* As approved by Board of 
Finance 7/16/5'1 

(3) 
tter 'of July 

MR. CUMMINGS MO~!D for approval of the above. 
unanimously. 

(Requested in 

Seconded by Mr. Tapping and CARRIED 

(4) $27,000.00 - Department of Public Work. - For completion of new Incinerator 
(Requested in Mayor's letter of July 13', 1959) (Also referr~d 
to Public Works Committee) 

MR. CUMHINGS MOVfJl for approval of the above request. Seconded by Mr. Topping, who 
said the Public lI'orks Commfttee concurred in the ap~roval. c;ARRIED unanimously. 

3165 
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(5) $1.600.00 - August rent for City offices located at 303 Main Street 
(Requested in Mayor ' s letter of July 13, 1959) 

MR. CUMHINGS MDVED for approval of the above request. Seconded by Mr. Rybnick and 
CARRIED unanimously. 

(6) $2.046.00 - Corporation Counsel's office - To 
Mayor's letter of July 10, 1959) 
Welfare & Government Committee) 

pay judgment fees (Requested in 
(Also referred to Education, 

MR. CUMHINGS MOVED for approval o f the above request. Seconded by Mr. Murphy who 
said the Comnittee on Educatlon, Welfare & Government concurre,d in the recommendation 
for approval. 

MR. TRUGLIA arrived at this time (8:45 .P.H.) changing the roll call to 29 present and 
11 absent. 

LEGISLATIVE .• RULES COMMITTEE: 

MR. BAKER, Clia1rman, said the Committee met on July 30, 1959. Present were Messrs. 
Baker, Blois and DeForest. Absent were ~ssrs. Colatrella and Russell (away on 
vacation) • 

(1) Final aWlption. Ordinance re Street opening and/or Excavation, ferformance and 
Malntewulce Bond (Also referred to Public Works Committee) 

MR. BAKER: '~hia Ordinance was passed for publication at t he July 6th Board meeting 
and was pub t-:shed in the Stamford Advocate July 15, 1959. Copies of the proposed 
Ordinance we::e furnished all Board members . At the July meeting it was voted to 
delete the Illst sentence of Section 2. This wal?~leted prior to publication. The 
Committee ret:ommends finsl adoption of the proposed Ordinance, aspuLlished, with 
the deletion of the last sentence of Section 2." 

MR. BAKER MO\~D for the final adoption of the following Ord'n,nce. Seconded by Mr. 
Blois. Mr. Topping said his Committee concurred in the apnroval. 

ORDINANCE NO. 84 SUPPLEI1EN£AL 

AHENIoING CHAPTER 28 OF THE CODE OF GENERAL ORDINANCES. 1956. CONCERNING 
STFEET OPENING AND/OR ZXCAVATION. PERFORMANCE AND MAINTENANCE BOND. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT: 

1. The title of Chapter 28, Sect,ton 34, which now reads: "Bond required; conditions; 
amount, etc. 1t be and the same is hereby amended to read: "Indemnity Bond required; 
conditions; amount, etc. II 

2. Chapter 28, Section 34, be and the same is hereby amended by the deletion in 
their entirety of the last two sentences of said Section so that the same shall 
now read: 

"No permit reqUired by this article, except aa hereinafter specified, 
shall be issued until the person applying therefor shall have filed 
with the City Engineer a bond, approved by the City Engineer, in the 
pensl Sum to be decided by the City Engineer; such bond being condi­
tioned to indemnify and save harmless the City from all damage to 

, any public or private property, or to persons , caused by any such 
31t:iH,pening or excavation, or by the-unlawful 0= negligent act or omission 

o 

o 

o 
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of the pers"n applying for such peradt, or his agents "or employees, 
in making ar refill ing any such opening 01' excavation, or in working 
in or guardLng such. opening or excavatien or objects or materials 
taken there frOlll or used in connection therewith, or in "erecting, main­
taining or removing any passageway over or around any obstruction to 
public trav!l caused by such opening, excavation, objects or materials." 
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3. Chapter 28. Se:tion 35, be and the same is hereby repealed in its entirety and 
replaced by n neW Section 35, reading as follows: 

"Section 35, Performance and Maintenance Bond reqUired; conditions, amount, etc. 

·~o permit required by this Article shall be issued until the person applying 
therefor shall have filed with the City Rngineer a Performance and Haintenance 
Bond in the following form and in the penal sum set forth therein: 

3167 
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STRUT OPBNING AND/OR BXCAVATION 
PRRFORMAllCI! AlII) IfAIllTlDlARCB lORD 

KNOIi ALL HBN BY THESE PRI!Sl!NTS that we:==,.--;-_______ _ 
___________ as PRINCIl'AL and~~_:__::"..._:_---

....,,.----,--,.,..-:=:::-=c-::== as SURETY, are held and firmly 
bounted unto the CITY OF STAMPORD in the penal sum equal to one 
hundJ~d percent (1001) of the estimated cost of the work to be 
perfc,rmed, but in no case less than One Thousand ($1,000.00) 
Doll'~s, to be paid to the said CITY OF STAMFORD , its agents 
or a';Bigns, for which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
bind ourselves and our heir., executors, administrators , succes­
sors and assigns, firmly by these presents. 

Sign.~ with our handa and sealed with our seals this 
___ dllyof 19 

NOli THE CONDITION OF THIS OBLIGATION is . t.ch that 
when,a. the said PRINCIl'AL has appl ied for and received a 
perm".t for street openings and/or excavations in the CITY 
OF Sl~RD. 

NOW, IF THE SAID PRINCIl'AL shall well and faithfully 
perflmo all work for which said penDit was issued. in accor­
danc" with specifications for such work as set forth by the 
City Bngineer of the CITY OF STAMFORD, and have such work 
appmved and accepted by the said City Engineer of the CITY 
OF ~1AMPORD, and IF THE SAID PRINCIl'AL shall maintain as 
dire.:ted by and within the time limits specified by. and 
subjl!ct to the approval of the Commissioner of Public Works 
any "" treat, alley or public ground in which said street open­
ings and/or excavations have been made for a p~riQd of P1VI! 
(5) "CBARS after the approval and acceptance or said work by 
the c:ity Engineer of the CITY OF STAHFORD, and 

IF THE SAID PRINCIl'AL shall indemnify the ssid CITY OF 
STA!aDRD for all damages to ady City property resulting from 
his 'IOrk operations, regardle .. of whether such damage is done 

f . ' , 1 
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by himeelf, hil agenta, employeea, or subcontractors, then 
this obligation shall be void, otherwise it shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

Signed, aealed and delivered in the preaence of 

(pRINCIPAL) 

By: 
(WITNESS) 

(SURETY) 

By: 
(WITNI!SS) 

AFFIDAVIT 

STAT! OF CONNl!CTlCUT) 
) ss. 

COUNrY OF FAIRFIELD) 

__________________________________ ~being first duly sworn, on oath 

depOles and says that he i8 an Attorney-in-fact of the' ______________________ _ 

______________________________ ~Company, surety on the attached Bond, 

executed by, ______________________________ ----------------------------------
(CONTRACTOR) 

Affiant further deposes and says that no officer, official or employee of 
the CITY OF STAMFORD has any interest directly, or indirectly, or is receiving 
any premium, commission, fee or other thins of value on account of the sale or 
furnishing of the policy, bond, undertaking or contract of indemnity, guaranty 
or suretyship in connection with the above mentioned contract. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this __ day of, ____________________ __ 

19 

Notary Public 

*'*ltl"""*'*"'*"'*" 
Thi. Ordinance shall take effect on the date of its enactment. 

(2) OrdiniDCe to control private garbage collectors dumping out=of-town garbage in 
Stamfcrd (Brought up ~y Mr. KeLBDghlin at the June I, 1959 meeting - see 

page 2600) 

MR. BAKER: '~he Committee discussed this problem and concluded that such an Ordinance, 
if enactec, WDuld be impossible of enforcement. · It wluld be necessary to set up 
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poUce control. on every road leading into the City. The Committee feels that this 
is 8 matter r.~uiring control by the 'Public Works Department and therefore, recommends 
NO ACTION be taken by this Board." 

(3) Proposed C1:dinance re use of. Plastic Bags 

MR. BAKER: "The Committee reco ..... nds adoption, without prior publication of this pro­
posed Ordinance. This action is re~o ..... nded in view of t~e gravity of the problem 
and solicits the assistance of the press and radio in making the public and users of 
this material aware of ~e provisions of the Ordinance." 

MR. BAlO!R HJVBD for adoption of the following ordinance, waiving pre-publication. 
Seconded by Kr. Colatrella. 

It was pointed out by the President that this will require a two thirds vote. 

After some dis,:ussion by the various members, the following Ordinance was APPROVED by 
unsnimous vote of the 29 lMIIIbers !,resent: 

ORDIIWICE .RO. 85 SUPPLEMBIITAL 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGIlLAXE THE SALE, GUT. TRADE 
OR CONVEYANCE OF PLASTIC MATERIALS 

BE IT 'ORDAIliED BY THE CITY OF STAHl'ORD THAT: 

1. It is unlawful within the City of Stamford to sell, give, trade, 
or otherwise convey a bag or piece of plastic large enough to 
fit over or around a .human head, unless there is plainly and 
prominently printed thereon in red letters not smaller than 
those generally referred to as "20-point type" the warning 
"DANGEROUS FOR ~HILIIREII 's USE"; provided, however, that 

(a) For a period of SIXTY (60) DAYS from the enactment of this 
Ordinance, a notice, in the form prescribed by the Stamford 
Health Department, pointing out the dangers inherent in the 
use of such plastic bags or materials, when attached by 
stapling to such plastic bags or materials, shall meet the 
reqUirements of this Ordinance. 

2. For the purpose of this Ordinance "plastic" means any material 
or substance which tends to cling to the human skin and which 
is so non-porous as possibly to cause the suffocation of any 
person when fitted over or around his head. 

3. Any person, firm or corporation violating the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdeameanor, and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine not to exceed 
FIFTY ($50.00) DOLLARS for each such violation. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon the dste of its enactment. 

(4) License Ordinance (for pinball machines) 

MR. BAKER: '~o act~on was t~en on this matter for the reason that the file has 
not been turned .over to the, Legislative ~~ Rules Co~ittee by the Health & Pro­
tection Committee. Subsequent to this time it was the finding of the high courts 

31.t:i9 
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of this State, which very probably will rule out these appliances anyway, and may 
make it unnecessary to take any action. We will look into it again before our next 
meeting." 

(5) No Smoking Ordinance (See page 2585, Minutes of June 1, 1959) 

MR. BAKER: '~he Committee wrote several communities in the State to determine the 
method for handling this matter. Those replying either have no provisions restrict­
ing smoking in commercial establishments or contr~l the matter by a Fire Marshal's 
regulation . After discussion , the Committee concluded that this is a matter which 
properly comes under the jurisdiction of the Fire Department and recommends that a 
letter be sent to the Chief of the Fire Department, with copies to the Big Five 
Departments, suggesting consideration of the establishment of appropriate Fire 
Marshal's regulations to toyer the situation, and I SO MOVE." 

Hr. B.ker's motion was seconded by Hr . DeForest and CARRIED unanimously. 

(6) Resolution to accept roads in Holbrook Estates (Apple Tree Drive, Boxwood 
Drive, Holbrook Drive and Pine Tree Drive, under Sec. 640 of Charter) 

(Note : See Minutes 1/5/59, pages 2109-2111 - Referred to ~lanning 
& Zoning Committee) 

MR. BAKER: "Item 116 on the Agenda is not worded 100'" correctly. The purpose of this 
item on the Agenda was to proceed under Section 640 of the Charter. The action was 
prompted by an estimate which w~s turned over to me by the Superintendent of High­
ways. At my request, an e stimate for the improvement of the four roads of the 
Holbro~k Estates area ! in accordance with Ordinance No. 79 Supplemental, was made. 

"1 . in turn, prepared a letter tQ the property owners of the area, reviewing the 
hIstory of this over the past three years, and tbe state at which we now find our ­
selves, telling them what the mechanics are for preceeding under Section 640, and 
what it would probably mean in terma of cost per property owner. I then asked 
them by return form, to indicate to me whether they wished me to proceed or not 
to proceed. There were 59 property owners in the area, excluding those whose 
property abuts on either Strawberry Hill 'Avenue or Upland Road, which means that 
access to their property is from the main highway and not through the roads from 
the Estate. 

"Of the 59 property owners who do have property abutting on these four roads, I 
have here, written concurrence from 52 to proceed with the matter. I have a 
refusal, in writing, from only one, and that one abuts on Upland Road as well as 
on Boxwood Drive, and we feel that this one is perhaps a little prejudiced because 
of their access to an already paved street. 

"This matter has rested for a considerable period of time in the Public Works Com­
mittee, and with your permission, Hr. President, I will yield to the Chairman of 
that Coamittee to present an appropriate resolution. 1I 

MR. TOPPING: "This particular item has been held in my COllDittee since January 5th. 
In response to the request from the Representative from the 8th Distri,ct, it is 
recoImJended to the Board that the following resolution be "dopted and I so MlVE." 
Mr. Baker seconded Mr. Topping's motion. 

RESOLUTION NO. 306 

CONCERNING ACCEPTANCE OF STREETS IN HOLBROOK ESTATES (APPLE TREE 
DRIVE, BOXWOOD DRIVE, HOLBROOK DRIVE AND PINE TREE DRIVE) 

BE IT RESOLVED AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Representatives 
317() 
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of the City of Stamford th.t s.id Bo.rd of Represent.tivea reapectfully 
requests the Mayor of said City of StamfOrd to cau ••• report to be _de 
concerning such work aa may be necessary to put ,A1'1'LI 'lIIBI DIlIVB, IIOIIlOOD 
DRIVE, HOLB1iOOK DIlIVB and PINB rRKB DRIVE, in the area known .a Holbrook 
Batatea, in condition to be accepted a. -City .treeta in accordance with 
the provioiona of Section 640 of the Stamford Charter and Ordinanee liD. 79 
Supplementel. rhe c:oat of auch work to be ...... ed in full .gainst the 
owners of the property abutting on .aid ro.da. 
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HR. RHOADgS: '''lhe President would like to atate that he haa been given tonight an 
oral statement - not an opinion exactly - from the Corporation Counael, in regard 
to the method of referral to the Board of Finanee in these matters." 

'''lhe language of Section 640 ia not elear aa to the time faetor when the Board of 
Finance has to .pprove - whether it is preeeding our .etion, or aueceeding. The 
Corporation Counsel ia in the procesa of giving an opinion to the Board of Finance 
on that matter. Until he does ao, he has informed your Preaident tonight that it 
is possible for thia Board to take whatever .ction it wiahes to take, aubjeet to 
whatever ruling he may present at a later dete." 

VOTE taken on approval of Resolution No. 306 and CARRIED unanimously. 

HR. rOPPING MOVED that a letter be written to the Board of Finane~, requesting 
their approval to this resolution. Seconded by Mr. Baker and CARRIED unanimously. 

PUBLIC WORKS COHHlT'!l!E: 

HR. rOPPING said the regular meeting of the Publie Works Committee vas held on 
July 23, 1959. Members present were: John Maffucci, Llewellyn Nilan and Thoma. 
Topping. Absent were : Vincent Vitti , Alan Ketcham, Bernard Geronimo and Anthony 
Marciano. (Geronimo and Ketcham because of illness) 

(1) Pepper Ridge Place (Also referred to Planning & Zoning Committee) 

HR. rOPPING: "Mr. Russell and I appeared before the Board of Fiaaaee to explain 
what this Board "as trying to do uader Sectioa 640 of the Charter. The Board of 
Finance wish to consult with the Corporation Counsel as to just where, in proceed­
ing under Section 640, their approval wa. neeessary. As no answer has been re­
ceived from the Board of Finance, I MOVB that this item be referred back to Com­
mittee." Seconded by Mr. Hearing and CARRIED unanimously. 

(2) Unsafe Buildings 

HR. rOPPING: "A question was raised at the Steering Committee meeting as to just 
what proeedures were necessary in the caae of uasafe buildings. In the Charter 
(Chapter 41, Sec. 416.1 - Powera and Duties with Relatioa to Unaafe Buildings and 
Excavationa.) it gives rather ·specific directions on how the Building Inapeetor 
shall proceed. In our new Building Code, Chapter 104, Sec. 3 - Unsafe Buildings -
it states that the Building Inspector shall c:ondemn all unsafe buildings and shall 
order such buildings to be taken down, removed, or made safe, as he may deem nec­
essary, or aa provided in tbis Code. In the State Code of 1947, Chapter 103, Sec. 
6 - Unsafe Buildings - it states substantially what our Charter states in Chapter 
41, Sec. 416.1. 

"In the case of the Sharlach building at Pacific and Canal Street£, the procedures 
outlined in the various Codes were generally followed by all officials involved, 
with the exception that the written notice as ealled for in Chapter 41, Sec. 416.1 
of our Charter was not issued .. - verbal notice was given five different timl!8 by 
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the Building Inspector and five different times by the Fire Marshal, as stated in 
their rep,prts to the Kayor. 

'This Committee voted ,to recommend to the Board that reference be made to Chapter 41, 
Sec. 416.1 of the Charter in Chapter 104, Sec. 6 of the new Building Code and 1 SO 
IIlVE. This particular reference would tie ,Sec. 416.1 of the Charter in with our new 
Building Code. Our new Building Code is not too specific as to bow the Building 
Inspector should proceed in the case of unsafe buildings. 1 think if Mr. Baker will 
check me on that, he will find that 1 am substantially correct." 

Mr. Topping said that he would like the Legislative & Rules Committee to double check 
on the above matter. Hr. Baker agreed this would be done. 

Mrs. l!uckert ,seconded Hr. Topping's moUc;>n that a reference be made in the new 
Builditlg Code to Chapter 41, Sec. 416.1 of the Charter in the method of handling un­
safe buildings. CARRIED unanimously. 

HR. RHOADES called attention to a letter from the Kayor on this same matter. The 
letter is as follows: 

CITY OF STAMFORD, CONN. 

Hon. Norton Rhoades. 'President 
Board of Representatives 
City Hall 
Stamford, Conn. 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 29, 1959 

I notice on the agenda for your August meeting that you have the 
collapse of the building at 119 Pacific Street. I wo"ld appreciate 
going over these detalls with whoever is appointed to investigate 
this matter. 

We have certain problems in this area which you can readily under­
stand are vital. I would say that 80l of this property is substandard 
in regard to housing and building conditions and that is the reason 
for the redevelopment of this area by the Urban Redevelopment Commis­
sion. However. this does not and should not be, by any means 'inter­
preted tbat the owners of these buildings can continue to rent these 
apartments and dwellings without due process of law in keeping these 
up to health and ssfety standards. We have no desire to make it a 
burden upon the property owner, but we cannot definitely guarantee 
that this redevelopment will take place immediately. In fact, it 
may be one or two years, depending upon the action of Congress. 

1 would be very happy to learn the feelings of your Honorable Board 
regarding this vital situation. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) Webster C. Givens, Kaynr 
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MR. TOPPDIG called attantion to ordinance No. 65 Supplemental. which 1:. an Ordinance 
controlling eubstandard housing and to make the owners conform to certain specified 
rules to make sure this type of hou.ing viII be fit for human habitation. 

Note: Introduced at 7Jl/57 Board meeting. to conform vith 
Resolution No. 225 passed 6/4/56. Final adoption of 
Ordinance August 5. 1957. (See page ~66 of KiJllltea) 

MR. TOPPING: '~his Ordinance was enacted Auguat 30. 1957. There is only about 30 
more days before compliance with this particular Ordinance is required and I think 
that some effort should be made to make the owners of this type of property realize 
that by August 30. 1959 they viII be expected to comply with the provisions of this 
Ordinance. This refers to all substandard buildings insofar as this particular 
Ordinance is concerned. 

Mr. Huizinga arrived at thi. time (9:10 P.~) changing the roll call to 30 present 
and 10 absent. 

(3) Petition from residenta a f Three Lakes Drive. Bridle Path and Woodridge Drive 
~ (Under See. 640 of Charter and Ordinance No. 79) 

The following petition is the one referred to above: 

Board of Representatives 
City of Stamford 
Stamford, Conn. 

Gentlemen: 

(No addres. given) 
June 19. 1959 

The Three Lakes Homeowners Association. Inc. wiah to 
initiate. under Section 640 of the Stamford Charter. 
proceedings to enable Wood Ridge Drive South. Three 
Lakes Drive and Bridle Path. to meet the specification. 
of the City of Stamford. and be accepted by the City .s 
• City street. 

Sincerely yours. 

J. L. Bouges. Secretary 

Ivan Del Serra, Pr~s~.dent 

Delbert C. Kingsley. Vice President 

Frank H. Bouges, Treasurer 

Note: See Minutes of 9/8/58. pages 1992(12) and 2003(6) 
" " " 10/6/58, pages 2030-2031 - Re.olution 

No. 285 (Thi. action was previously taken before 
passage of Ordinance No. 79 which was enacted on 
March 21, 1959) 

MR. TOPPDIG: "In respon ... to a petition from the residents of Three Lakes Drive. 

3.17;3 

l 

, 
1 I 



--vr­
I. 

2635 August 3, 1959 

Bridle Path and Woodridge Drive South, this Committee voted to recommend to the 
Board that the following Resolution be referred to the Legislative and Rules Com­
mittee for action at the September meeting, " 

, 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

ACCEPTANCE AS CITY STREETS 

BE IT RESOLVED AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board 0 f Repres­
entatives of the City of Stamford that said Board of Representatives 
respectful 1 requests the Mayor of said City of Stamford to cause a 
report to be made concerning such work as may be necessary to put 
Three Lakes Drive, Bridle Path and Woodridge Drive South in condition 
to be accepted as a City §treet in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 640 of toe Charter and Ordinance No. 79 Supplemental. The 
cost of such work to be assessed in full against the owners of the 
property on Three Lakes Drive, Bridle Path and Woodridge Drive South. 

HR. TOPPING: ItJ believe that a previous resolution has been passed on this petition, 
but it does not include Ordinance No. 79 Supplemental . II 

HR. TOPPING KlVED that. a letter be written to the Board of Finance requesting their 
approval of this work . Seco nded by Mr . Baker and carried unanimously. 

PARKS" RECREATION COMMITTEE : 

Mr. Kelly said his Committee met July 16, 1959 wit.h members of the Park Commission . 
Present were the following Committee members' Edward Wynn, Rocco Colatrella. Thomas 
Roche, Peter Sileo and Stephen Kelly, Chairman. Another meeting was held July 31. 
1959 and present at this I ime were Peter Sileo, Edward Wynn and Stephen Kelly. 

(l) Petition concerning recrea~ional facilities on East Stdc 

HR. Y£LLY read a petilion. requesting the Hayor and the Board of Representatives to 
ask the Park Ccmmis5i~n and the aoard of Recreation to prepare and set up a play 
area~ either on Cove [sland or the Cove mainland. where teenagers from 14 to 18 
can enjoy J'ecreat ion. lhe pelltion asked that ltmnediate steps be taken to hold 
the Old Museum. at Courtland Park as a Recreation Center for teenagers and further. 
to build a Recreation Center for Stamford youth on Cove Island or on Cove mainland. 
MR. KELLY MOVED that the Board approve [he request contained in the petition. 

MR . RHOADES "In other words. Hr. Keolly. you wish the Board of Representatives to 
write a letter or to communicate with the Park ClJIomission a request that this be 
done?" 

MR. KELLY' "That's correct. II 

Mr. Hilano seconded Mr. Kelly's motion. 

MR. ROCHE "l think thal there are a few ambigUities in that petition that need 
explanation to the members of this Board before a vote can be taken on any action. 
The essential part of that petition would seem as i t these young people have been 
deprived of recreational facilll ies; that something has been taken m.'ay from them 
in the old Museum. 
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~~ TOPPING MOVED that a letter be written to the Board of Finance 
- uesting their approval of this work. Mr. Baker Iyggelted tbat 

l. 
~ "ch .ction be withheld gn11l the aUf[ bu been r'CoUed to the 
~. Lealilativ, and Rut,. Committee in ,ccord.n~e witb alva! procedure. 

~
~ It. Topplgg chaRged hi. !Otion (or re(erral to tbe Legi.l'tl,e Ind 

Rale. Co"itt". Seconded by Mr. Baker Bnd CARRIED ananlaoa,ly. 
~-.----
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"tn the report from the Chairman of our COlllllittee, there is one word mining, which 
I think would clarify it. In the third paragraph it should say that the Board of 
Recreation have administrative jurisdiction. The Park Commission cannot give any 
property away. We're the only ones who can do that. They transferred adminis­
trative jurisdiction, which means that they have cut themselves off completely from 
any contact with the building proper - the old Museum. 

"The full facilities of this building are there. So, at the moment there is no indi­
cation of anyone being deprived. I think that we should, in due time and with pro­
per plapning at Cove Island, have a recreation center for teenagers and on the main­
land. I am all for it. However, I just wanted to clear up any misunderstanding. 
There has been no deprivation. 

"The inference in there h the fact that the Board of Recreation was given a home 
in one .of the buildings - the old Recreation Building will have to come down on 
Cove Island. The offices should be moved to the Old Museum, for which purpose the 
administrative jurisdiction is turned over to the Board of Recreation. 

"One of the reasons for our tour up there was to take a look at the property. At 
that time I believe it was the concensus of opinion that there was adequate space. 
As a matter of fact, it is a very lush setting. It does need some cleaning up in 
the upper level of the old Museum. 

• 
'~he request that a letter be written to the Mayor and to the Park Commission, ask­
ing that the youngsters be allowed to have organized sports on Cove Island is 
patently ridiculous. There is a program going on there in the morning, supervised 
by the Board of Recreation. There is a program going on there in the afternoon, 
also supervised by the Board of Recreation. To the best of my knowledge, and I 
have inquired both from the Chairman of the Park Commission and from the Superin­
tendent of Parks; no request has ever been made for the use of this at night. and 
we have been assured that anything they can do to cooperate with the Board of 
Recreation will most certainly be done. 

•• 

lilt seems to me that there is no indication that a letter needs to be written which 
would indicate in any way laxity on the part of either the Park Commission or of the 
Superintendent of Parks, because they have not been requested to permit the use of 
this area. II 

MR. KELLY explained that the recreational facilities are requested for older 
children between the ages of 14 and 18. He said that no recreational facilities 
are now provided for children of this age group at the present time on Cove Islarid, 
it being only for the smaller children. 

MR. CONNORS and MR. NILAN stressed the fact that it is their belief that the Youth 
Center in the Courtland Avenue building should not be shut down. 

Mr. Connors said some of the teenagers were being arrested for loitering, mainly 
because they had no place to go. He said this trouble was recent, only since the 
Youth Center had been closed. 

MR. ROCHE said he saw no reason why the older children could not go to Cove Island 
and play ball any time they wished. He said: "If the Recreation Committee wants 
to organize ball down there in the evening, believe me, the back stop is up. All 
they have to do is request that a mound be put in. It's just a lack of communi­
cating the need somewhere along the line." 

There was considerable further debate and it was finally decided to recomit the 
matter for further study. 

31.75 
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(2) Resol ution concerning change of name of land known as the ''BLACK SWAMP" 
to that of "SLEEPY HOLLOW PARK". {Referred to COtllllittee at 6/1/59 meeting, see 
page 2600 of Minutes) 

MR. KELLY presented the following letter on the above matter: 

CITY OF STAMPORD, CONN. 

Hr . Stephen Kelly, Chairman 
Parks & Recreation Committee 
Board of Representatives 
City Hall 
Stamford, Conn. 

Dear Hr. Kelly : 

July 1, 1959 

The Park Commission approves the recommendation by Springdale 
residents and their representatives on your Board that the 
area known as "The Black Swamp" be officially designated 
"Sl eepy Hollow Park". 

Very truly yours, 

Edward A. Connell, Superintendent 
Department of Parks and Trees 

MR. KELLY: III have D. resolution which was presented at one of our meetings by Mr. 
Cummings." 

MR. KELLY MOVED for approval of the following resolution; seeonrled by Mr. Cummin~s 
and CARRIED unanimously: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 307 

CIlhNGE OF NAME OF AREA KNOWN AS "BLACK 
SWAMP" TO SLEEPY HOLLOW PARK 

BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Representatives 
that the Park Commission consider at its earliest convenience, 
the tract of land located in Springdale, consisting of approx­
imately twenty-three acres, heretofore known as the "Black 
Swa.mp" 50 that it shall thereafter be known and designated 85 

"SLEEPY HOLLOW PARK". and 

BE iT FURTHER RESOI.VED that said "Sleepy Hollow Park" shall 
officially remain under the jurisdiction of the Park Commission 
of the City of Sta~ford. Connecticut, for the sole purpose of 
a natural woodland park area, wild life sanctuary, arboretum, 
as officially envisioned in the Brown and Blauvelt report of 
August 1956. and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Park Commission should consider 
requesting the necessary funds in the next regular budget for 
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providing the nature paths, and any dams or other devices, to 
aid tn the cootrol of the lUnited water areas of said park, 
designed for creation of ponds which may be stocked with fish, 
and serve as a skating pond in the winter months. 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: 
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HR. RYBNICK presented the report of his committee. He said a meeting was held on 
Monday, June 15, 1959, but it was not reported sooner because it had been deferred 
at the July meeting because of Mr. Fortunato 'a death. 

(Note: Report on file in Board of Representatives' office) 

EDUCATION. WELFARE & GOVBRNHENr COMMITTEE: 

MR. MURPHY, Vice C~airman, gave the Committee reFort in the absence of Mr. Mftcrides. 
He said the Committee met on July 28, 1959. He reported that items under the 
Fiscal Committee had preViously been reported on under that Committee. 

(1) Home Rule for District of Columbia (As requested in Mayor's letter of 6/22/59) 

HR. MURPHY presented the following resolution and MOVED for its adoption. Seconded 
by Mr. Baker and CARRIED unanimously: 

RESOLUTION NO. 308 

HOME RULE FOR DISTRICT OF COLUHB IA 

WHEREAS , the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford, 
Connecticut 1& an organ of local self-government, and 

WHEREAS, the residents of the District of Columbia are denied 
the rights and bene fi ts of local self-government, and 

WHEREAS, the residents of the District of Columbia by a sub­
stantial majority desire local self-government, and 

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States has the authority 
to assure local self- government by g ranting Home Rule to the 
Distric t o f Columbia, 

NOW. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by t he Board of Representatives 
of the Cily of Stamford , Connecticut that Senator Prescott Bush, 
Senato r Thomas J. Dodd, Representative Donald J. Irwin and 
Representative Frank Kowalski be petitioned to approve Home Rule 
legislation to assure local self-government to the residents of 
the Distri c t o f Co l umbia . 

(2) Metropolitan Regional Counc i l questionnaire (Mayor's letter of 6/23/59) 

MR. MURPHY " t~he Committee recommends that ne ga tive ac tion be taken upon these 
items, as outlined in the questionnaire attached to the Mayor's letter. The 
feeling seems to be that County government is going out and something else is 
trying to sneak in. It 

HR . RHOADES: "The Chair doesn't qUite understand why there is no Co ... ittee action 
on this matter. 1I 

31 7 7 
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MR. MURPHY: "I "ould like to. recommend that we vote no." 

MR. RHOADES: "These are requests from the Mayor for this Board to vote on theae 
various questions proposed by the Metropolitan Regional Council: 

(1) Vote Yes or So on the following : 

A full time .ecretariat should be established and given the aasignment of 
carrying out on an expanded basis the activities currently being performed 
by the secre:ariat : the secretariat would be the Council fa essential fact­
gathering ag~ncy, constantly at the service of Council members. It would 
centralize r,~gional and local information for the use of cODlDunities who 
comprise the Council membership. It would constantly study ways of improving 
inter-region.,1 coopera.tion. It would assist all committees of the Council, 
plan and arrange Council meetings, act aa the central clearing-house on regional 
matters affe~t1ng their communities, perform such research as the Council mem­
bersh~p and ~xecutive board assign to it, and report back to the full Council 
on the signi:lcance of regional activities to each Council member. 

(2i Vote Yes or 110 on the following: 

The Secretar: at should be assigned to study the most desirable means of effect­
ing equitabl. membership in the Council, making its report thereon available 
for adoption modification or rejection after discussion by the Council as a 
whole. 

(]) Vote Yes or ~o on the following· 

Membership ir the Metropolitan Regional Council should be by resolution of 
the LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE COMMUNITY SEEKING HEHBERSHIP, followed by affir­
mative action by the executive board of the Council. 

(4) Vote Yes or No on the following ' 

The Council should encourage the growth of citizens' l ~ tcre5t in region~l 
affalrs and the development of cooperative participa t ion by civic organizations 
in our efforL5 to formulate plans for meeting the problems of the metropolitan 
area . 

(5) Vote Yes or Nil on the fo] lowing' 

The Council should recommend that the States of Connecticut and New Jersey 
enact legi s 1 3~ ion patterned on Article 14-G of the general municipal law of 
NE'W York Statl!. This legislalion authorizes a variety of specific cooperative 
projects to bl' ;.snderraken by adjoining communities, even across St.ate lines_ 

Re: Finane ial Supl10rl fo r Coune U 

Vote Yes or No on the following-

The Metropolitan Regional Council should be supported by all its members . A 
rate of $ . 01 ~er resident has been suggested. Under this proposal, each unit 
of government would pay this amount for each resident within its borders. 
Where a county and a city wtthin that county are members, the amount which 
the county pays would not include the population of the city. The city, in 
such a case, would pa? for its residents separately_ 
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Re: Proposal for Legal Status 

Vote Yes or No on the following: 

The Metropolitan Regional Council should be given recognition as a 
federation of municipal and county governmental officials. This could 
be accomplished by having the states of New York, New Jersey and Con­
necticut enact reciprocal legislation, establishing the Metropolitan 
Regional Council as a tri-state agency and conferring upon it the power 
to employ a staff to serve as its secretariat. The status so~ght should 
be to authorize consultation, research, planning and drafting of regional 
studies, recommendations. and related activities. The Council should 
not seek operating powers. 

(Note: If the vote of the Council membership on this 
proposal i. affirmative, you will have a second 
opportunity to consider and to vote on the 
specific legislation to be drawn up . ) 

MR. RHOADES : "The report of the COlll!littee is negative." 

MR. KJRPHY: "You have to take positive action on these questions, do you not?" 

MR. RHOADES: "No - there are three possible actions that can be taken . There 
is, in front of each of the items submitted by the Council a 'Yes' and a INo' 
to be checked. It is possible for this Board to check 'Yes' on each of them, 
or 'No' on each of them, or to take no action whatever. The Chair is assuming, 
Hr. Murphy. that you wish to move that we vote INo' on each of these items . 

"Now. this happens to be one of those areas in which the Committee report of 
recommended action to be taken is of extreme importance, because it is com­
pletely impossible for this Board to consider each item and act on them in 
open session. It would take too long and should be governed by the recom­
mendations of the Committee who have had the time to go into it more thoroughly 
than is possible here tonight." 

MRS. ZUCKERT MOVED for recommittal of the matter. Seconded by Mr. Connors and 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Re: "Hatch Field" - Report regarding complaint from Mrs. Angelina Colamonico 
on damage to her property and greenhouse because of children playing 
baseball In Hatch Field, adjacent to her property (Original complaint 
referred to Education, Welfare & Government Committee and Parks & Recre­
ation Committee . see page 1896, Hay 5, 1958 Minutes) 

MR. TRUGI.IA: "It is with great pleasure that I can report to the Board the 
satisfactory solution to the Colamonico complaint of recent months. 

liAs you recall, this complaint centered around youngsters playing ball un­
supervised in Hatch Field, and at times causing damage to the Colamonico green­
house. 

'~he satisfactory solution to the complaint is a good example of efficient and 
sincere cooperation amongst city officials and department heads. Specifically, 
1 wish to single out words of praise to Mr. Edward Hunt, Superintendent of 
Recreation. for his concern and follow-through on this matter and also to our 
Mayor, Webster C. Givens 
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PICNIC COMHrITI!E: 

HR. LONGO, all a member of the Picnic Committee, announced tbat they expected to 
hold the BoaJ:d of Representative.' picnic at Cbestnut Hill Park. Tbe cicket8 
would be $3.!iO p"r person, w1th children admitted free. The date: September 13, 
1959 (Sunday;'. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

HRS. ZUCKERT announced that she had turn~d over to Mr. Longo ~47.66 which was the 
amount of money left. over from the picnic held last year. 

NEIl BUSINESS: 

HR. SHOADES .nnounced the next Soard meeting would have to be held on September 14, 
1959 because of the Labor Day holiday and the Steering Committee meeting would be 
held two weeks in advance . This was agreed upon. 

Re' KeIth Screet - Sad road condition 

HR. TRUGLIA: "1 wish to call the attention of this Board to a situation in the 
Second District. A matter whIch has existed for many years and probabiy will 
continue for many more. unless we, as a group, working with the proper committees 
can correct thiS situation . 

"In 1932 a certain street was accepted by the City of Stamford and frol!! that cime 
on, this accepted city street has not been in any acceptable condition. This 
particular street has Virtually disappeared and in its place a mass of vegetation 
or jungle has taken over . 

"This street includes. according to some research. ten or more lots which could be 
us~d for future building of homes. As we well know. such land is needed in Stamford 
To keep Keith Street in its present condition would be unthinkable because of the 
tax return an~ future potential development in the area. 1 offer two recent photo­
graphs to substantl.nte my report." 

HR. TRUGLlA e(plained that Keith Street was between Congre ss Street and Burwood 
Avenue 

The President announced that this would be referred to the Public Works Committee, 
along with thl' photographs, for future actIon. 

Re' Poor strel't 1 igh' ins conditions in 13th District 

MR. KOLleH rccjuested that the above matter be referred to the proper committees. 
It wa5 referrE~ to the Health and Protection Committee and the Public Works 
Commi ttee . 

MR. KELLY spoke of a sur/ey by the power company which aims to provide the entire 
city wlth better lighting facilities . 

Rc: Petition from residents on Little John Lane (Sherwood Forest development) for 
installation of street lights (17th District) 

MR. CUMMTNGS presented a petltion from above reSidents, requesting the installation 
of street I ights. Referred to the Publ ic Works Connittee 
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Re: Halloween Yacht Club lease 

MR. TOPPING requested the reading of a letter frolll the Supt. of Pam on the above 
matter, in "nswer to the Board's request for an eaplanetlon: 

Bctard of Rep_resentativea 
City Hall 
StJUllford, Conn, 

Genpemen: 

July 14. 1959 

Tgis will acknowledge your letter of July 8th conce'ruing the 
Board of Representativeu' request for information regarding 
the Halloween Yacht Club. 

The Halloween Yacht Club has prop"sed a definite form of lease 
and we eapect to have a final diacuealon with Assbtant Corp­
or,lUon Counsel Arthur DiSeaa on Thursday, July 16th, following 
whLch the lease with any legal corrections will be suhlll1tted 
to the Mayor, Board of Finance and Board of iep,reMntativea. 

Very truly youra, 

Edward A. CoDDell, Superintendent 
Department of Parka and Trees 

ADJOllRllMBNT: 

Upon ..,tion of Kr. Baker, duly seconded and CAIIllIKD. the _ting vas adjourned 
at 10:12 P,M. 

Norton Rhoadeu, President ---
311:;1. 

- -

Respectfully submitted, 

j1L,~t~J)~ 
Velma Farrell 
Executive Secretary 


