BOARD OF REPRES<NTATIVES
PUBLIC HoARING
AUGUST 1, 1960

A public hearing on the report of the Third Chartor Revision
Commisaion was held In Burdick Jr. High 3chool Auditorium at 8:15
P.M. on lMondany, August 1, 1960,

Muttors nan thoy apponrod on the chartor Rovinion Commiaasion
roport to the Board of Hoprosuntatlives, as spocified in Rorolution
No. 322 (adopted by the Board at moeting held May 2, 1960) snd in
acocordance with the provisions of Fublic Act No. 65 of the Gon-
eral Assomoly, Svealon of 1957, wero talon un,

The Prealdont of tho Becard of Ropresoentatives, Mr. John R.
Nolan, proaidod, togethor with mombers of the Charter Rovialon
Cormmittec, namoly: Paul 7. Callahan, Chairman, Miss Rose C. Farina,
J+ Clydo 0'Connell and Paul D. Shapero., lMosars. Connors and
LeFoi1est wore ahasont. No roll call was taken of tho Board members
progent at this hoaring, htut thore appoarod to be 15 membors prosont,

Those presont woro invited to plck upa capy of the Charter Re-
vialon Commiasion report and li persons avalled thomaselvea of theo
opportunity. Thoy woro: John Stashenlko, 8. M. Wise, Julius Kuri-
ansky, Joan Allaway, Frank Urconec, Loulse ptpe, Clelr Moccs,
Goorglno Wexler, Nunzlo A. Lupo, Louils Gleancolo, Shoerwood E. Rapp,
William C. Kaminskl, Donold Spltus (W3TC roporter) and Robert M.
Meyers. Coples had previously boen sent to all Board mambers and
the Pross and Radio.

Thore wWers 15 spenkers, some of whom apoke for a second time,
Thcse who opoke wero: Edward Rivlin, Presldont, SGGA; Joames L.
Mulgnno, {(Marine Corps 1oague); Nunzio Lupo; John Stashonko (member,
Board of Finance); Sanucl Wise (member, Board of Finance); Mra.
Wilbur Miller (membor Leaguo of Womon Voters); Jmberto J. Bello
(unsuccesaful candidate for Mayor at 3 elections): Xovin Tobin
(President of Stamford Police Assocliation); Lawroncs Hogan (momber
of Police Dopartmont); Attorney Robert Meyers; Julius Kurianaly
(Attornay for Municipal Employocesa' Assoclation); Sherwood £. Rapp;
James P. Romanzo and Saul Kwartin, local attornmy, who road a
letter from Mrs. Doris M., Zuckert, former Ropublican member of the
Sth Board of Reprosontativos, 7th District,

AR

The President announcod that speakors wore not limited to marely
speaking on approved pruposals, but could speak on any proposal
taken before the Chartor Revision Commission.

Firat Spaakar: JAMES P. RCMANZO, Revonah Wocdn

Spoke in cpposition of a four year plan (8a3c. 102 - Terma of Office
of Elective Qfficoera) bocause it gives timoe to bulld up "power
politics”. Ho oold bienniel electiona wers a good checkma%e on the
office of Mayor or the Town and City Clerk,
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Socond Spcoker: EDWARD RIVLIN, Prosidont, Stamford Good Governmont
Assoclatlon

Sec. 102 = Torma of Affice of Lloctive Officora

Spolko 1n fevor of a four yoar term of officoe for the Mayor. He said
2 two jear term did not glve a Major enouch time to develop his own
program, as ho was handicapped by policies and holdovers from the
provious adminiatration. By glving the Mayor a four yoar torm, it
gave him a chance to roally glve his program a fair trial.

Ro: Board of Fducation (Proposal rejoctod by the Charter Revision
Comnianlon

Ho sanid thils was a proposal from tho SGGA. Part of this proposal
was rejocted, but ho sald ho wan pleansed to soo thoy acceptsed the
proposal to provide for the annual eleccion of threo mumbers of the
Board of &ducation, eliminating the "lome duck”™ character of the
prosent sotup.

I'r. Rivlin objected tc tho short time after rcceipt of the roport
of the Chartor Revision Commission and the public hearing. Ho said
it gave various organizations no timoe to atudy the rocormondations
or to cnll a moeting of thelr organication. He urgoed that in the
futuwro charter rovisions that more time elapae botween the public
notification of charter rovisions and the public hoaring.

Third Speaker: JAMES L. NULGANO (From the Marine Corps Loague)

Ro: Soc. 7ll. Votoransa' Profeoronce

Mr. Mulgsno spoke in opposition to the one time use of Veterans?
Proforence points in Civil service examinations, and having it
confinod to only ono examination with ten points being given, as
recommended in the roport of the Charter Rovislon Commiaslon
{seo page 15).

Fourth Sporker: NUNZIO IJPO (Momboer of, Central Veterans Assocl-
atlon) {Commandor, local Chaptor of Disabled American Vetorans)

Res Soc. 7lil. Vatoranat Proferonce

Mr. Lupe spoke in oppoaition to any change in the Charter in re-
apect to above mattor.

Fifth Speaker: JOHN STASHENKO (pomocratic Membor of Board of Finance)
Re: Section 651 and 651.1 - (proposal }Yo. 5 in report)

¥r. Stashonko spoke in opposition to any change in theso sectlons of
the chartor. Ho said it in adoquately coverod by the present word-
ing in the charter and croatos no hardship upon any clty Board or
the Meyor. 1io said the wording of the Charter at prescnt, spells
out the datos the Borrd of Finance shall meot in rogard to the
Budget, and any two mombers of tho Board caon call a meoting and make
sure that a quorum will be proaont and the Mayor also has the right
to call a mooting.
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He aaid ho has baen R mormbor of the Board or Pinance for the pant
91/2 joears, ho has had on opportunity to observe the meotings that
momhors nave attonded and knows at firat hand that many mombers havs
attended mectings from half way across the continent - that a moat-
ing had been cnlled Sunday, nocensitating that momboers coms back
from thelir vacations just to attoad the meoting. He pointed out
that mersly by chenging the owrding of Section 651 would not guar-
antee that a quorum of tho moabers would Lo evallable and nothing
would bo accompilshod.

Sixth Spoakor: SANMUEL WISE (Hopublican Member of Doard of Financs)

Ro: Seoction 651 and 651.1 (provosal Xo. 5 in roport)

Mr. Wise also spoko in opposition to any changes in this section of
the Chaortor. Ho agreod with Mr. Stashonlo and said thoe Board of
Financo, in the majority of cases, have hold thelr mootings ac the
convonionce and ability of their mombors to sttond. Ho stresasod
the fact thaot merely stating that a mooting must be called at a
certaln time will not guarantee that evaryone will find 1t possible
to be thore. lo statod that tho mombors wore business men who had
to necessnrily go on businoss trlps and othor personal mattors
that might interforo with a sot dato of mooting. Ho sald thoy had
held moetinss somotimaos on a Sunday afterncon or on & Saturday
morning. He urged that no chango be mads to sot a cortaln mooting
date, bocause you crnnot logiolato tho private businoss of indi-
viduals, and that meotings .ave to bo arranged at the convenionce
of the membors in order to assuro that a quorum be prosont.

Seventh Speaker: IMRS. WIL'UR MILLER (19 Crostviow Avenue,Springdale)

Re: Soction 102 - Torma of Orfico of Llective Officors (Proposaal
Noe. 1 In Hoport)

Mrs. Miller apoke in approval of the recomuondatiora for changing
the present two yoar torms to four yeara.

Ro: Soc. 112 = Concerning Electlon of Board of Edue 5ion

Mra. Miller sald, as a member of the Lenguo of Women Votors, she
had participated in a study of this matter. She urgod approvai of
an annual eloction of the mombers of the Board of Education. She
objected to tho short timo that was given to the various organ-
izations in which to otudy the rucomuendatlons of the Cnarter
Rovision Commission. She saild from Frlday uatil Monday did not
allow onough time for any organization to hold a meoting to act on
the propcsals and make rocommindetions as to how they Iwlt on any
mattor.

Eighth Spoalor: UMBERTG J. BELLO ( 3 timo candidate for Mayor)

Re: Scctiern 102 = Torna of Office of Elesctive Officers (Proposal
Noes 1 in roport)

Mr. Bello spoke in opposition tc any change in the present two yoar
term of office for either the Mayor or the City Clerk,
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iinth Spoakor: KLVIN TODIN (President, Starford Pollce pssocimtion)

ko: Secticn 7iil - Veterans! proforcnce (Proposal No. & of Report)

He statod thnt the gafoty Board, sometime ngo, prosonted a rocom-
mendaticn te the Peraonnol Cormisaion on this matter. Subaequent

to tals tho Follce Assoclation held several meotlings in rogard to
Vetorana' preferunce points. e saild tke sentiment wns cne of
reluctanco to givo up profsrentinl points which cno has oarned
through servies to hias country and because of tho vote taken by

the Asgsociatlon he and two othors aojpponred bofore the Personnel
Comnisalion and stated their viowa as to why thoy could not support
tho proposal of the Safoty board. Ho nald the mombors of the Police
Assoclntlon were vory definitely opposcd to limiting the points that
can bto used ty Vetorans,

Ro: Soction 731 and Section S0l-Appointive Board Mombors and Crgan-
izntion ol Fersonmnel Ccoimnisulon {Proposal Noe 131)

Kevin Tobin also apolto on the aboveo matter. He snid he was opposod
to a 5 man Porsonnel Commission and thought & 3 man Cormission was
adequate.

Tenth Spoalker: LAWRENCE HOGAN (69 Tupper Drive, Member of police
Dopurtmont)

Re: Section 74l - Vetorana' Preforonce Pointa (Proposal No.8 of
Roport)

Mr. Hogan spoks as a private citizen. Ho opposod the restricting
of vetsranst points in examinations. He said he wished to reit-
erate the viows of the previous agpoaoker.

Elevorth Sponker: ATTORLEY ROBEAT MEYERS (126 Hoyt Streot)

Re: Section 731 and Soction 501- Appointive Boaréd Mombers and
organlzatlon of Personnel Comnlsslon {pProposal lo. & of roport)

Attorney Moyers apoke in ravor of his proposal (approved by the
Chartor Hevigion Cormispicn) to change the Personnel Commission
from a 3 member Board to u L momber Board. He exploined the
reasons why hoe thought this chengo waas a noceasary ono. jle said
the City of Stamford subscribos to a service from the Public
porsonnol Assocliation, which is an organization in Chicago, Illin-
voin, which servea as a Conaultant to Peraonnel Conmissions of many
citioa and towns throughout the U. 3., Mo snid this servico re-
commoends the idonl size of a porsonnel Commizaion. He said he
furnished to the Chartor Revislon Commission certain publications
of thla Assoclation = that this Asaociation had conducted a sur-
vey of 1,200 differont citles ond towns throughout the country,
with tlio result that a 3 mon Commission was .hoe prodominant aize.
He sald ho discovered that Stamford, however, was unique in cne
thing, and that was it was tho only city with a membor of the
Cinssifiod Employesas on the personnol Commission. Eo sald he wes
ndvisod by this Consultant Porsonnel Assoclation that the primary
purpoav of a Peorsonnel Commisaion was to roprosunt ths intorests
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of the poople of the City of Stamford and not ono or moere fact-
lonal groups, and that a way to accorplish this would be tc have
en odd number of members of a Peraornu.el Comnisslon, whon any
factional group was ropruvsentod on the Commisslon,

Twolfth Spoaksr: ATTCRITY JULIUS FURTAKSKY (346 Westovor Road =
Represcnting tho lunlclpol Loiployoos Assoclation)

Ro: Secticn 740.1 - Apneals (Proposal po. 7 in roport)

Attorney Kuriamnaky said tho MEA (a group of aome LOC morbers) was
in favor of this smendmont. He sald thero were alrecady provisions
in the Charter for the right of employees to appecel in tho caso of
diaciplinary action, to the Board of Appoalsa of the Board of Repro=-
soentatives., [Soctlion 204.2 of the Charter) He sanld, unfortunately,
there was no similar redreas made available in tho case of cther
mattera, concerning an allocation or re-allocation of an enployse's
Job, although tho Chartor did provido that aa appeal could bo made
dirsctly to the Porsonnel Cormmission. But, if an crployeo was
turnod down by that Commission, hoe had no furthor opportunity to
be hoard., He suid 1t wovld appoar that thoro was more nood fn a
ceso of this sort, for fupther appoal than for a porson who has
violated or committed an infraction of rogulations contained in
the Chartor and thercfore made tho subject of a diaciplinary action.
Mr. Kuriansky asald this would be the same sotup as 1s now provided
Tor mombors of the Police and Fire Dopartmonts who feel thoy have
boon aggrieved by the action of the Safety Boara, He said the MEA
would like to haove the asamo procedure as 18 amlready set up under
Section 740, chapter 73 of the Charter, by going a step further and
adding Soctlon 740.1 to provide for redress for employeas who have
a griovanco, to seock rocourse to the Personnsl Board of Appeals of
tho Board of Roprosontotives,

Rarp

Thirtoonth Spoaker: SHERWOOD £ (383 Shippan Avenue)

Re: Section 651 -~ Meetinca of Board of Finance -~ Addition cf Ssaction
65I.1 {rropesal ljo. 5 of Heoport)

Mr. Grant sopke as an individual and said ho approved this propoaanl,
He anid he thought 1t would bo of groat help to know in advance when
the Zoard of Financo waa mooting in order that tho publie might
attend such moctinza, although thoy would not be able to participate
in auch mootinga.

Fourteanth Speaker: JAMES P. ROMANZO (Second Timo)

Ro: Soction 741 - Vetornns' Preferonca Pointa-Morale Division of

'_ the US0)

Mr. Romanzo spoke for a socond time, but on another mattor(57e¢ above).
He atated that ho was & member of tho USO in tho Mobile TUnit and ro-
coelvoed nu bonefits from sorving and does not oxpect to and there aere
no provisior: made for such benofits. Ho sald he had met many ser-
vice men in his experlonce who had been taken awany from théir homos,
from their studles and occupations and whon the war was over, found
they had just a 1little loss lmowledge in the participation of exam-
inationn. Ho spoke in favor of the rotontion of those Votorana!
Preferonce Pointa,
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Fifteunth Spenkors FDWAHRD RIVLIN (Sccond time)

Re: Soc. 102 = Tarma of Offlice of klectivo officers

Mr. Rivlin spoko for a second time on the above subject. Mo sald
he hoped tne Comnlttoo would go thoroughly into the matter of having
"strong layor" type of govornmont = its advantages and disadvantagoes.

He urged thne aprroval of a four ycar torm instoad of thu preosont two
year torm of office,

Sixtoenth Sponkers ATTCHUEY SAUL FVARTIN (96 Harvest H1ll Lane)

Re: Propoanl Yo. 3 to eliminnie from the Chertor 1n sevoral plecos,
the risnt to avpeal to tio Board ol Hoprosentatlivoa [rom dccislons
of the planning and Zuning Boaords.

Attorney Kuartin prosonted a letter from lra. Doris }. Zuckort, a
former mumber of thue Board of Roprosentatlives, in opposltion to the
above propoanl.

Attornoy Kwartin road Mrs. Zuckert's lettor., Whon he finlshod he
3tated that he differed with Mrs. Zuckort.
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Thero being no furthor svoakers, the meoting adjourned at 9:30 P.Me.
and the Committeec then weont into oxecutive socaslion,

)
W%ﬁém&‘s&é/

Administrative Assistant
v Board of Represontatives




