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A Special Meeting of the Board of Representatives was held on Thursday, March 16,
1961, in the Cafeteria of Dolan Junior High School, Toms Road, Stamford, Conn.,
in response to a "Call" issucd by the President, as follows:

BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room #23, City Hall
Stamfcrd, Connecticut
March 13, 1961
1, JOIIN R. NOLAN, President of the Board of Representatives
of the City of Stamford, pursuant to Section 202 of the Stanford
Charter, hereby call a SFCLCIAL MEETING of said Board of Represen-
tatives, for
THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 1961
at the DOLAN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Toms Road, at B:00 P.M

for the followving purpose:

For the consideration of the appolntment of a
Special Investipating Committee under Section
204.2 of tho Stamford Charter.

(Signed) John R. Nelan,
Precesident
Boa. of Representatives
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The meeting was called to order at 8:20 P.M. by the Preaident, John R. Nolan. The
Clerk read the above "Call" of the meeting.

The meeting was broadcast over Radio Station W.S.T.C.

ROLL CALL wam taken by the Clerk. There were 31 present and 8 absent. The absent
members were: Anthony Truglia, Joseph Mancusi, George Georgoulis, Raymond Mazza,
Edward Dombroski, Stanley Kulish, Stuart Palmer and Jack MclLaughlin. {(Mr. Ivler
having resigned at the March 6th Board meecting, left a vacancy In the 15th District)

MR. DEFORE.ZT, Chairman of a Special Committee, appointed by the President on March
8, 1961, presented the following report:

REPORT OF SPECIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
TO STUDY ALLEGED USE OF POLITICAL
OFFICE IN INFLUENCING CITY OFFICIALS

The Special Committee, appointed on March 8, 19€1 to review alleged
improper use of political vffice regarding the new Medical Arts
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Bullding, met on Saturday morning, March 11, 1961 at Clety Hall., The
entire Cormittee, conststing of Mescis, David L. Johneon, Paul T. Callahan
and Jelhr 1. DiForest, were present.

Afte: carvfal dsltberation of the problems involved, {t was the unanimous
conclusion of the Committee that the publifc would best be served and best
informed of the facts ipvolved, 1f a Special lnvestigating Comnittee was
created uader p-ovisions of Sacticn 204.2 of the City Charter.

The present Committee also felt that, inasauch as ite existence will be
terminated as of April 3, 1961, it might not be possible to arrive at a
Just and careful estimation of the stt.atlon in so brief a time,

Therefore, Mr. Piesident, I recommend on behalf of the Committee, that a
new Commlttee, under provistons of Secttion 204.2 of the Charter, be formed,
to rcport back tc the Board of Representatives at {cts carliest convenience,
hopefully not later than the May mecting. 1In fact, the Committee strongly
urges that the investigation be cencltded by the Moy meeting.

1 MOVE. Mr. Prestdent, that such an 1nvestigating committee be created
under the provistons of Secticn 204.2.

Respecttully submitted,

John L. DcForest, Chairman
Paul T. Callahan
David L. Johnson

MR. O'CONNEFLL: "1 herebv MOVE that the Board of Representatives, in accordance
with Section 204.2 of the City Charter, reques' the President of the Board of
Representatives to apperint the following Committee:

JONN L. DEFCRYST (R) (Chairman)
DAVID L. JOHNSON (R)

FFORGE RUSSELL (R

PAUL 1. CALLAHAN (D)

DANIEL BAKER (D)

ROBERT M. MEYFRS (D)

whose apecific charge ahall be to tnvestigate the alleged une af public office to
improperly Influrnce an administrative department of the City of Stamford, This
Committee shall repor' hack to the Roard of Representatives o, or before the
regularly scheduled Mgy 1961 meeting.™

The President called for a seconder to Mr. DeForest's and Mr, 0'Conne.l's wotlion.
Seconded by Mr. M:irphy, Mr. Corry and Mr. Johnson.

MR, KUCZ0: "Before going tn'z detail, ! wish to atate that 1 am against the proposal
for creating a spectal Investigating cosmittee. The real issue is not whether a
building vioiution exfsts or not, or whether the Board has acted properly or not,
This {s a matter for the Bujlding Department and the Courts, The rcal issue {s
whether certaln members of our Roard have acted (n a way that Ls not proper-==-e-e-"

MR. O'CONNEIL objected to the speaker's romarks as not being germane to the motion.
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MR. K''CZO asked to be allowed to finish. . He safd a former member of this
Board (Mr. Ivler) had tried to read a statement at the March 6th Board meeting and
had been declared out of order. He satd: “However, he did permit the contents of

his statement to be rcad by radio station WSTC. The President of the Board at a
special mecting held February 23, 1961, instructed Mr. Ivler to submit his facts

to the Steering Committee and told him at that time that this was the only proper
procedure. Mr. Ivler attempted to present the facts at the March meeting. Instead
of waiting for a regular mecting of the Steering Committee or calling a special
mecting of the Steering Committee, the President appointed a chree man committee.

In fact, the 2resident even acted without the knowledge of the people he was appoint-
ing to the committee, This committee met and came to the conclusion that an {nveati-
gation should be held under Section 204.2 of our Charter and that a special meeting
of the Board should be called. The Presfdent has now called this moeting. It must
be noted that the Preaident has had a chance to present this to the Steering Com-
mittee and again, this has not been done. It apprars that the President has not
taken this to the Steering Comnittee, after he has informed Mr. Ivler that this was
the only way to proceed and he has once again chosen to change the normal and regular
procedures of this Board.

"We now come to the ‘purpose of this meceting. A three man comnitte: says that a com-
wittee should be appointed under Scction 204.2 of the Charter, This Scction i
entitled 'Power to Investipate Administration.' and states thet this Board shall
have the power to investigate any officer, department or agency.

"This Committee came to the conclusion that this was the proper procedure to follow.
The problem before us is not the investigation of the Buiiding Department, or the
Department of Public Works or 2ven the Mayer. As I sald before, what is before us
are the facts thct two of our own members acted improperly. Scction 204.2 allows
for subpoenas, and Section 206. allows for funds for investigation. It is obvioua
that we don't need subpoenas or funds for investigations of our own members' icts
and this has never been used for this purpose.

"It 1s my belief that the original procedure, outlined ty the President to Mr.
Ivler was correct. This matter should be referred to the Stecring Committee for
whatever action they see fit. Why this haw not been done ‘s something that I can-
not undcratand.

"So that there will be no confusion as to what i8 to be referred and why, I will
make a statement of the facts as presented by Mr. Ivler at our last meeting, to
be referred to the Steering Committee to examine as to whether they constitute an
fmproper use of politicul {nfluence by members of this P-ard,

“Ten members of this Board called a special meeting and put before the Board a
motion for the appointment of a truly bi-partisan committee, the majority of ths
members of this Doard, plus all the Republican mewmbers present, voted cpainst this
motion. When a Special meeting was called for February, no Republican mecbers
would sign this Call, I hope that the Republicans have not suggested this mceting
and that a full investigation will be wmade and not be an attempt to cover up their
previous unconcern. This 18 a serious problem and va have a duty to see to it
that they take care of this problem."

MR. KUCZO asked that this be reforred to the Steerlng Committee for action at a
regular mecting of the Board.

MR. SCARELLA: "I find it very difficult to speak on this motion before us. At the
March meeting, Mr. Ivler tried Lo refer some facts to the Steering Committee. The
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Chair r:led him out of order, after which Mr, lvlier delivered his statement in
writing to the Prestdent. 1 understand thar ST read this stacement over the alr
after our meetlng-===cecsa-aa L

MR. O'CONMELL roscr on a paint cf crder,
The President allewed Mr. Scar:lla to contin.e his remarks,

MR, SCARELLA - "-+-+--but since I wan still bere and not listening to the radlo, I
didn't hear hin, Wben 1 recetved this notice of the special meeting, I asked Mr.
lvler for a copy of his sta*emen=, 1 can’t .nd~rstand how the President, or anyone
else expects this Board te act tontght wirho.t having a copy of this statement, or
without having it read to him.

"Mr. Ivler presented a aet cf facts, an3 has anyone stoted that his statement of the
facts are not true? T am not asking shoat vhether .ombody did something proper or
improper = but about the fatrs: the {irm of Cushing and Shapero made application

to the Zontng Apard of Avprals on hebalf of ehefr clionr, Hro, Alice Ballinsesececaa?

Several pecple protested at this peint r=garding the speaker's cemarks.

The President informed Mr. Scarslla “Yo. can attack the President all you want, but
you cannct bring in otherg-r=ce-=="

Mr. Scarella safd h® wished to cont.n.-, )
The President said- "Azcording to Robert's Riles nf Order you are not allowed to use
names,"

Mr. Szarella <aid he ~anted ta lcad cvp te a point he wished to make - that the facts
presented by Mr, Ivler we .14 brar him out.

The President said If Mr. Scarella was rot gring to drav any conclusion from his
presentaticn of Mr. ivler's starem=nt  “4ere was no point in bringing them out.

Mr. Scarelln replied "Well, chov'll eventoally com: out if the .ommittee {8 formed,
anyway. In other words, the Prestdent didn't n-ed anvy three member committee to
look inte the farts, {3 the point ]1'm Zrying to make - since nobody has disputed
these facts, Mr. Tvler waas trving to fiad out {f these facts warranted us to look
into them - teo find out and &~2 Lf va® or mors =f our memhers had acted inproperly
or not. Yo chargas have teon made but there 18 a question whether our rules
specifically prohibl* 1 member €tom a9ing hia *nflience for hi. own personal gain,”

The Presideat snid: “lhey do. Mr. Scav~!la - in the Charter.”

MR. SCARELLA. "-- -However, in ordez tc get thase facts et to the public, and to

get even this far, @» have alr-ady lost the services of one of our hardest workers...
that this Board ¢ver had. We have hLad this Board give to the President powers over

its committees = more than any other l=gizlarive body in the UnitedStates. We have

had the Republ cans who show no c¢oncern ab24t this matter, trying to make political —
hay out >f the many mistakes of the present Adminiatration. What are we going to do

in the face cf the undisputed facts? I aupgest that we refer this to our Steering
Comnittee and ler rhem =ak+s action. And, 1f vou vill note the reason that I made

that statemant abs 't the Repiblicans, it wasn’t .ntil a later time that the Republicans
had one of th2ir tcwn and citv committies pass a zesolution - now thau's a political
body, and I also call attention to the fac: that there is a menber who is placed on
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this committee who 13 chalrman of that political body and 1 think cthat in all common
decency that he should restipn from thias committes - {f this committee 1a formed. lle
shouldn't want to scrve. Thank you, Mr. President.”

MR. DEFCREST: "As Minority lLcader and Chairman of the town und city commiitee, we
feel that we dld nat use any great amount of velitical precsure in this thing. 1
certainly could have, if 1 had wanted ta. T don'L se¢ any necessity for me to argue
this point with Mr. Scarella."

‘l
The President sald: "1 would just like to say at this point Lhat lt wag at my insiatence
that Mr. DeForest accepted this appaintment and was made Chairman ot the Committec.™

MR, MJRPHY requested that the vote be made a roll call vote,

MR. RUSSELL satid, in his opintan it is true that this matter could be referred to the
Steering Comnfittee, but the barlc resulta would be the same.

HENRY NOLAN said I~ waus in favor of this, after hearing so many conflicting half truths
and innuendoes and that the fucts about the entire matter should be brought before the
committee and recommendations come into the Board from the coumittee.

The President relinquished rhe Chalr at this point and the Clerk tock over while he
addressed the Board.

JOHN NOLAN: "I would like to make a few comments at this time. Originally {t was my
feeling that this should go to the Stecring Committve for a proper referral. Howvever,
since 6o many people in the cit, have received the {apression that something could be
wrong - and I dislike saying this, but pcople somtimes like to believe the vorst.
People sometimes seem to think that §f you are in politi{cs that there is something
wrong and 1 think it i{s about time that erronrous tmpression was corrected. 1 think

it is time that the full facts are alred by this committee - nothing should he left
unturned - they should come back to us with a full report, either completely exonerating
the members of this Board, and if 1t should turn out that something {s wrong, then
recommending the steps to be taken,

"1 think the proper way to go ahout this #s lay all the charges and facts before the
Committee and let them give 1t a complete alring I urge tvery member to vote in
favor of this motfaon. Thank you." The Prestdent resumed the Chair,

MR. SCARELIA: "M:. Presidont, {f | may, there (s a motion before this Committee and
there's no question as to where it origlinated, Now, If the statements that Mr. Ivler
made were handed to cach merber so that he could act upon it intelligently, you would
find out that there are no charges made = there ARE no charges made. In that specisl
meeting that was called by ten mewhers of this Boord, you 11 find that two motions
were made. The best way to handle anything when it (s a problem within our own Board,
is to let this go to the Steering Committee and let the Steering Committee decide (£
this matter necds thia type of an Investigation and then come out und debate it publicly..
How can any of the members vote intelligently now ~ to iavestigate WHAT? Now, I ask
you in all fairness - these are not charges. I asked Mr. Ivler for a copy and I went
over it carefully, word for word - there are no charges against anyone, In this state-
ment there are no charaes. You are putting the cart before the horse. You will find
out at tha' special meeting that ten members called anc you'll find that when this
motion was made and that committee was formed, you will find that not one of the ten
members that called the original meeting = the special meeting, there ian't once member
from the ten original membere =-- and you'll find that {n our second motion - that's
the proper committee - that's the type of committee to {orm in my opinfon - to look
into the statement that Mr. Ivier made. Now, think before you voee., 1 can't
understand, for the lifc of me, hot we can vote intelligently without knowing what we
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are asking the committee to fnestigate -=- what? You just pull something out of the
air and say go in and investigate. 1s thar tr7"

Mr. Scirella spoke at some lemgth,

The President said: "Mr. Scarella, I tend to resent your remarks. 7They are directed

to the Chair in debating fashton., !f youa will remember, you spoke abcut Mr. Ivler's
recommendations. At the time, 1 said to Mr, Ivler that if he would present charges, we
could go forward.

"However, in your own statemen®, ycu saild that Mr. lvler NEVER presented any charges.
There were innuendoes, etc., and that is why I weuld not let them be read at that
meeting.

YNow, it i3 quite obvious to =very m=wmber of the Board here, having read the Stamford
Advocate and most. cf ws having also lisc=ned to rthe radio station, that those statements
(Mr. Ivler's) have been given fuall publicity in the local paper and the weekly paper
and over the radio station.

"Now, for yau to now sugg=2st that we ne>d to read those so called allegations or whate
ever you want to call them - those {nnuendoes - in order to act intelligently, I think
it is going against the grain of this bedy.

"] suggest to you, Mrc. Scarella, that tf this whole body, acting as a Committee of the
Whole, wishes to set up this Committee, I think it is much batter than if the Steering
Comnittee goes ahead and sets up this Committee or rccommends that such a Committee

be set up. So, for the life of me, Mr. Scar=lla, I cannot see why you are objecting.
However, it i{s your right to do so."

MR. SCARELLA asked to speak again and was allowed to speak. He asked how much time
he was allowed and vas told three minutes.

MR. SCARELLA spoke aga!n and stated that he had asked that this matter go to the Steer=
ing Committee and let the Bcard decide on what actisn shousld te taken as & whole. He
spoke at eome length,

The President informed Mr. S:arella that his time was up, but without objection he
could continue, "

There being no objection, Mr. Srarella continued speaking.

MR. CONWORS said this Board is now trving to do the same thing the* they tried to
accomplish at the special meeting. He spnke in .favor of an investigation. He read
Section 204.2 of the Charter at this time.

MR. HENRY NOLAN spoke in faver of the appointment of a special investigating committee.
He sajd he thought there should be a unanimous vote 8o that once and for all the Board
and the public should be given the true facts and he felt that the majority of the
mepbers of the Board felt the same way.

MR. SCARELLA asked permission to read a statement, .

The President quoted from Robert's Rules of Order = that in order to rcad a paper
it is necessary to first obtain the permission of the body and {f the members
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wished to give Mr. Scarella that permission, 1t could be done that way. The Presi-
dent asked Mr. Scarella if the statement had been written by someone else for him
to read, '

MR. SCARELLA: "What do yo: mean -- written for mel"

The President sald: "Mr. Scarella, are you the author of this statement that you
wish to rcad?"

MR. SCARELLA: "I'm the autbor = this ie no speech - it was just written. Do you
have a ghost writer, Mr. President?"

MR. SCARELLA: "Thes; are facts, Mr. President - dndiuputed facts."

The President said: "] don't even know what you are going to say. Ycui say these
are facte, but 7 have no way of knowing whetkrer or not they are facts.

"According to proper procedura, Mr, Scarells, names may not be mentloned, according
to lNobert's Rules.™

MR. SCARFLLA: ""fou mean casting aspersional"
The President repli=d: "Yes."
MR. SCARELLA: '"Well, If T ca'l this the Medf{cal Arts Building, that's what it {s."

The President sald: "Well, {f you are not going to cast aspersions on anyone, with-
out objection, you will be allowed to speak for the third time.”

MR. SCARELLA: "In this statement, because I have this statement - would it be a fact
that the firm cf Cushing and Shapero represented a certain party? That's a fact -
I mean it's a matter of record."

Several people objrcted at this point.

The President said. "1 am sure, Mr. Scarerlla, that the lev firm of Cushing and
Shapero have represented many people, and 1 hope so, Lf they are doing a good
business, If vou have all these facts, [ fail to see why you cannot give them to
the Committers and let them consider tem and make their recommendatione to the Board.
Perhaps the Committee will subpoena Mr. Scarella and have him give them the facts."

The President asked the members if everyone was clear o. %“he motion before the Board.
Several membors asked that the motion be read once more.

The Presldent requested Mra. Farvell to read the motion once mo:e, The motion is as
follows:

"1 hereby MOVE that the Board of Representatives in accordance
with Section 204.2 of the City Charter, request the President
of the Board of Representatives to appoint che following
Committee:

JOMN L. DEFOREST (R) (Chafrman)
DAVID L. JOHNSON (R)
GEORGE RUSSELL (R)
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PAUL T. CALLAMAN (D)
DANIEL BAKER (D)
ROBERT M. MEYERS (D)

"Whose specific charge shall be to invastigate the alleged use of

public office to improperly influence an administrativa depart-
ment of the City of Stamford.

scheduled May 1961 meeting."

This Commnittee shall report back
to *he Board of Representatives on or before the regularly

MR. BAKER rose to a point of crder. He said: "I think perhaps there may be some
danger with respect to our orderly procedire and I want to check in this regard.
It is my impression that before Mr. O'Connell made his motion that there was a motion
made by Mr, DeForest."

The Prestdent informed Mr. Baker that the motion was co-sponsored by Mr. DeForest
and Mr, 0'Connell,

A ROLL CALL VOTE was taken on the mition, there being 28 yecs votes,, 2 no vctes, with

the President not voting, there being 31 wembers preasent.

below:

THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MDTION

Elecanor R. Austin (D)
Daniel Paker (D)

Fred C. Blois (D)

Paul T. Callahan (D)
James E. Carey, Jr. (D)
Edwin W. Cole (D)
Georg= V. Connora (D)
Jehn L. DaFerest (R)
Anthoay Eaponito (D)
Rose C. Farina ¢(D)
Bernard B, Ceronimo (D)
Pasid L. Johnson (R)
Stephen E, Kelly (D)
Benjamln Koziowskl (D)
Carmine V., Longo (D)
Michael D. Macri (D)
Robert M, Meyers (D,
James F, Mulreed (D}
William D. Mirphy (D)
Penry F. Nolan (D)

J, Clvde 0'Connell (D)
Alvin T. Philpotts (R)
Daniel M. Reback (D)
George Russell (R)
G~vald J. Rybntick (D)
Allen J. Shanen (D)
Paul D. Shapero (D)
Peter C. 8ileo (D)

0SE

The vote was as recorded

ING AGAINST THE MOTION

Paul J. Kucro, Jr. (D)
Patrick J. Bcarella (D)

The President declarsd the motion CARRIED, saying 27 yes votes are needed to carry.
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Concerning retention of Counsel:

MR. SCARELLA MOVED that William M. Ivlier be retained as Counsel for this Comanittee.

The President ruled Mr., Scarella out of order, for the reason it is not in the "“Call™
of the meecing., (laughter}

MR. DEFOREST suggested that the Tommittee would avail themselves of the services of
the Corporation Counsel, He said as Chairman of the Commnittec he would like to have
an unbiased Counsel to serve the Comnittee.

ADJOURKMENT:

On motion of Mr. Longo, scconded by Mr. Macri, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 P.M.

APPROVED: u)
Velma Farrell
) Administrative Assistant

ldn) President
ard of Representatives






