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MR. BAXTER (cont inuing): "was evidence conflic t i ng with the Police Chief's, 
bya-.traffic expert, Mr . Hadley, that t raffic congestion would be decreased in 
the area, although we had some questions about that that evidence 
came in to us. We note that there was no opposition whatever ; i n fact, a 
petition s i gned by 70 peopl e who purpor tedly were adjacent or nearby property 
owners was signed i n favor of this change in zone, and we were told that no one 
t hat was contac ted was found to oppose it , and you will note from your records 
that there was no opposit ion a t the Zoning Board's hearing either. 

note t hat this propert y i s somewhat unique from the rest of the properties 
in that it is adj acent t oi'Exis t 6, making it an exit ramp from Exit 6, making 
i t not iceably, or at leas t we felt , noticeably different from the nearby 
pr oper ty. We note t ha t there are a number of similar uses around that are non­
conforming, which makesit I\:ard to discover visually that that ar·ea is in a 
multip le- family area. We have s een t estimony that this property has been 
listed for sIx yp.Rrs witho11 t a ny S,,,, ,, p.$8fl1 l takers to try and do anyth i ng 
with it that is appr opria te to do i n an RMF zone . Banks would not give sup­
port ,was t he t estimon¥, would not give money for that type of use, but that 
there were a number of i nt erested activity i n the light industrial type 
We f elt that it was i mportant to avoid an undue concentration of populati on 
in tha t particular a rea with a view t owards the strong possibility that 
e lderly or apartments with l ots of children would be l ocated there if any 
such multiple-family us e could be f ound for t hat part i cul ar ar ea and in view 
of all of the benefits t o the City that we feel outweigh the detriments or 
the dangers we UNANIMOUSLY sugges t to you that you approve it . Thank you." 

MR. MILLER : "That has already been SECONDED." 

MR. LIVINGSTON: "Thank you, Mr. Pr esiden t . Th i s parti cular piece of property 
i s in my di stricd and I have r ece ived on ly four phone calls that would be in 
favor of Mr. Cavaliere putting up a garage-typ e s truc t ure. Jus t i n case there 
are t hose of us who are here that don't know what t he property l ooks like, I'll 
t ell them. 

"It's a t riangle piece of property a nd i. 'ft 's always been kept i n a neat , fashion­
ab l e way, bu t the only thing that property has been ks ed for in the pa st was for 
the stor ing of wood and some construct ion equipment, pil e s of sand and stone; 
it was always , even wit h t he owners using it f or t hat pur pose, it's .always been 
kept i n a ver.y neat and i n an up-kept way. It wou ld not be pr.actical t o put any 
kind of a s tructure there that would be used as a dwell i ng unit, because the 
property itself is r ight off of the Thr uway Exit ;· it woul d not be practical, 
bu t it woul d be pr actical f or someone to put a s torage - t ype bui lding or perhaps 
light i ndus t ria l kind of a thing; and most important, I think we shoul d look at 
t his i n this way, that an additi on of a building t here , i t's going t o give 
revenue t o the City anr per haps it ' s going to cr eate a couple of jobs f or soneone 
and so , I myse l f am overwhelminglly in favor of this. " 

MR. CARLUCCI':: "Thank you , Mr. President. Also being a Representative from the 
same dis trict and l i ving there, I can only concur and agree wi th Mr. Livingston. 
We have ,,,orked ver y closely toget her on thi s with the r esidents also who would 
be directly a f £ected by i t . They a l l seem t o be i n f avor of it . We would both 
like to s ee it go t hrough. W.e can only see i t as a plus f or the community and 
f or the dis trict. " 
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MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, the property in question is not in my district, but 
it abuts my district and I am quite familiar with ito In my study of the Master 
Plan in the way the City is presently zoned, I found that there is very little 
land left available for multi-family purposes and if this was situated in any 
other part of the City, I would be forced to vote against it, but in its present 
location and the fact that it could not conveniently be used for multiple-family 
housing, I would vote in favor of the request. Thank you." 

MR. BAXTER: "Thank you. I would just like to thank Mr. Dixon for reminding me of 
a.grievQu~k oversight on my part. Another item that is important to know, which 
we found in favor of the property is that, and I really thank him for reminding' 
me of this, is that Stamford has both a Master Plan and a Zoning Map, and it's 
important to know that the Master Plan shows this property as a manufacturing zone 
and has for some 20-0dd years; it antedates the Zoning Map and so that what the 
petiHonfn',. are asking is tfuat we re-zone this property to comply with the Master 
Plan. This was not determinative to us, this was one of the ingredients. This, 
by itself. would not have been enough to switch us, but it is an important thing 
to know that i.t i,,, tn accordance With the Master Plan. Thank you." 

MR. SHERER: ''Mr; PreSident, I CALL the question." SECONDED. 

MR. MILLER: "All those in favor of MOVING THE QUESTION say AYE; all those op­
posed NO. MOTION is CARRIED. We will proceed to a vote on Item No. 1 under 
Planning and Zoning Committee. It is the recommendation of the Committee as 
put forward by the Chairman, Mr. Baxter, that this appeal be sustained. 

"So a YES vote is in favor of Mr. Baxter's MOTION, in other words, to sustain 
the appeal and overturn the action taken bF the Zoning BoQrd. A NO vote would 
be a vote against sustaining the appeal, in other words, a vote to leave things 
as they were left by the Zoning '!Board. All those in favor say AYE, all those 
opposed No. The 

"The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. The appeal is sustained." 

MR. BAXTER: "I would like to apologize to the Board for seeming so long-winded 
on that issue; it's just that since it is possible a court case could come out 
of it, not that 1 see anyone out there, but it could be appealed, it's impor­
tant that the reasons for our decision be on the record." 

(2) MATTER.'PERTAINING TO GENERAL WATERBURY LANE, LAND/VEST DEVELOPMENT, SEC­
TION, .1, (Letters of 10/16/75 from Plan..,ing & Zoning Director Jon A. Smith 
and from Samuel J. Bernstein, Temp. Chmn., Planning Board; Letter 1U/14/75 
from Atty. Frank H. D'Andrea, Jr.; Letters of 10/6/75 from Atty. Paul S. 
Nakian to Bd. (If Reps a.nd to Jou Smith, 1'&Z Director and to Planning Board; 
Jonas Shapiro of 9/30/75 to Atty, Nakian; Hydrological Engineer Jos. E. 
Risoli's letter of 9/3CJ'/75 to/Atty. Nakian. 

MR, BAXTER: "Now the second item for us is a matter pertaining to Dhe accept­
ance, we have a petition for the acceptance of General Waterbury Lane and all 
of you have the correspondence concerning this. Now, as you can tell from 
reading this correspondence there is a great deal of dispute about thiS, and 
the drainage from tile roa(~ causing great quantities of water supposedly on 
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MR. BAXTER: " . •• abutting property owners and normally this type of thing would 
stay in committee exce pt that Section lS-SO of our Ordinances creates a techni­
cal problem .iwhich could be construed, well, which says in part that if the Board 
of Represent~tives does n 't accept a street or deny it within sixty days after it 
is submitted t o t he Board and after the City Engineer accepts the street, it is 
then automa tically accepted. Now, this petition was in Octobe+" more than sixty 
(60) days from now, and ther e ' a a possibility that someone cou11i read, ami if the 
City Engineer accepted the street tomorrow , there's a possiHlity that someone 
could r .. ad that Dtatutc to say that s ince sixt y Jay s have e1aps.,d since October, 
we can no longer reject it, and fo r that reason I MOVE that wEl ' Teject this accept­
ance. 1I 

The MOTION was SECONDED. 

MR. MILLER: "The MOVE is SECONDED . I wasn't quite sure that you were finished, 
but youlVQ got a very active vice-chairman.!! 

MR. BAXTER: "I will limit my comments very briefly and say that if you vote 
to r ejec t it as we requested, as we moved, the people can petition at any time 
in the future. I just want t o be sure that that s ixty -day period doesn't run. 
That concludes my bus iness. Thank you . " 

MR . MILLER: "The CHAIR notes that Mrs . COSENTINI has returned . We now have 37 
members pre sent . There has been a motion made and seconded to reject Item #2 under 
Planning & Zoning . All those in favor say AYE, all those opposed NO. The MOTION 
is CARRIED UNANI MOUSLY." 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

MR. PERILLO: "I have nothing to report, Mr. Pres i dent. " 

HEALTH AND PROTECTION COMMITTEE 

MR . ROSE: "Yes, thank you, Mr . President. On January 2S, 1976 the Health & Pro­
tect ion Committee met. Present were D' Agos tino , Clark, and Rose. Due to the post­
ponement of one meeting , t he weather , and other meetings beilll\.g held, we didn I.t 
have a quorum. We discussed the Washington Blvd. Firehouse. We had Commissioners 
Esposito and Montgomery, and Fire Chief Vi tti present. We had a request from City 
Rep. Barbara McInerney concerning the Firehouse on Washington Blvd. being closed 
and why couldn't it be open and active again. Commissioner Montgomery gave us some 
f igures on i t and said it needed 24 men to operate this firehouse. It would have 
to have four shifts with R men a shift . He would have to take two S-men teams 
from other places to operate i t. The new men would cost us a salary of $S,445 per 
man. They estimated that the total CORt to operate this firehouse would be $500,000; 
this would i nclude some new communication equipment, and itseems that you just 
couldn't ask the taxpayers to give this money for this house at this time. He is 
going to study it and he said that if more of the stores in the Urban Renewal Area 
start to get going, that the Ci t y would have more tax revenue coming in and he 
would ask the City to finance this Firehouse . That was about the gist of it. 
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MR. ROSE: "He also stated that this place .ms being taken care of, and they 
didn't have a.ny vandalism, and that the equipment they bought is being used 
because one of the pieces of equipment they had was in an accident and this 
new ewuipment was being used every day. He said that they have an old piece 
of equipment over there for standby. He seemed to think that this firehouse 
will be .••• ,we asked him about volunteers also in this firehouse, could volunteers 
run it, and he seemed to think that they couldn't because they would have no 
control over the volunteers. The volunteers, not in the "A" district, but in the 
other districts, have their o.m chiefs, and they have their own men that would 
take charge and they would have no control ov~the volunteers, and it would be a 
question of whether it would be legal or not, in the Charter, to have volunteers 
in "AM District. If any others on the Committee who are present want to bring 
up anything else on that, that's about all that we had on that. We also had a 
request from Shippan about the tavern, The Huddle Tavern •••• " 

MR.' MILLER: "Mr. Rose, I think there might be some comments on the first part 
of your report, Mrs. McInerney'!" 

MRS, McINERNEY: "Yes, thank you, Mr. President. Through the CHAIR, I would like 
to ask the Health & Protection Committee to get a copy, an itemized copy, of what 
the expenditures were on that Fire Department and just what type of equipment was 
purchased for it, and just what is in there right now. I had talked to the Com­
munications Office:: Superintendent and he seemed to believe that there waB equip· 
ment there. So I would like ai ,breakdm-m of what was and was not purchased for ':) 

'that particular station. I would also like to find out what ••• you keep mentioning 
"A" District, which districts would this fire department include, and will all of 
those streets and areas be included with the "A" district, or will some of them be 
the "B" district. I don't know whether this is, or is not, or whether we have a 
combination of two districts, but I would like to know." (End of Tape If?) 

MR. ROSE: (Start of Tape lf8) "This department only can serve up to Bul1h; Head 
and that's where the volunteers take over." 

MRS. McINERNEY: "I meant the specific boundary lines as to what streets, whai: 
area, that's what I'm after, and I think that he could supply you with that and 
he could also supply you with a list of the other items." 

MRS. CLARK: "¥es, Barbara. I asked him specifically what he meant by what he 
could ••• what encompasses this, and he said only mAm District, which only encom­
passes the City area, because I had learned something which really disturbs me 
immensely, that the paid fire department cannot go out and assist any volunteer 
department unless specifically requested by that department. He said, in fact, 
that this department would only take care of "A" districts, which is right in 
the immediate area there." 

MRS. RITCHIE: "I'm sure that that fire house would also take care of the Hubbard 
Heights area and we are "B" district, because they tried to put it on Bridge St. 
and we fought against it; you mean right around the corner':they wouldn't service 
US?1I 

MRS. CLLlRK: "Mrs. Ritchie, I asked about Stillmeadow School. They could not 
~ take care of Sti llmeadow School:" 
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MR. RYBNICK: "We don't think that the Fire Department have any boundaries of 
streets. I think if the North End, if it were put into production, or in opera­
tion, they would serve anywhere in the area not beyond Bull's Head, and they 
would get assistance from one of the other fire departments." 

" MRS. CLARK: "Yes, Mr. President, in the City Charter Section 443 - Jurisdiction" 
- it states that the services of the fire department under the control of the 
Chief shall be limited to the City tax area, except in the care of emergency. So 
I questioned the Chief on this because it says, in the case of an emergency, and 
the Chief clarified to me that only can they go to another area that is not City 
District, if, in fact, the Vo lunteer Department asks for their assistance." 

MR. LOBOZ ZA: "A11 right, Mr. Pres ident. There are specific boundaries between 
vo lunteer districts and city districts, but I think there is a very good rapport 
between the Volunteer Fire Departments and the Stamford Fire Department. I think 
Glenbrook is on with the City, they respond and assist the City in emergencies, 
and there is a common thing , the Fire Chiefs happen to be very capable people in 
the Volunteer Departments and the City benefits by this because they do respond, 
they do call if they need the help, so really, we don't have any problems with 
boundary lines. Tf nnp. nepArtment needs help, they gat it from another depart­
ment, so we don't have any problems there. I think the Volunteer Fire Depart­
ments are doing a very good job." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "Thank you, Mr. President. I think in all of this we are missing 
one other thing. I think Fire Chief Vitti really demands a bit of commendation 
from this Board in view of the fact that he has taken this stance, and he is say­
ing that we are not going to ask the taxpayers for an additional $500,000.00. I 
think this is really great; it would be nice if we could see other Department 
Heads thinking the same way along these same lines. I think he's to be commended. 
It's a heck of a job. Thank you." 

MR. DIXON: "Mr . President, I haven't checked back through the minutes of the 13th 
Board of Representatives , but if my memory serves me right, that Fire House was 
built to be operated by the City Fire Department. I was serving on the Fiscal Com­
mittee at the time and we had a number of meetings and appropriated much money for 
that purpose and we had received what I thought to be at the time a firm commitment 
from the Fire Chief and higher-up officials in the Fire Depar~ment that the Fire 
House would be manned by firemen presently employed by the City and there would be 
lW lleed to hire additional firemen. I'd like to know what happened to that'i" 

MR. RYBNICK: "I think the contract with the Fire ffghte rs Union doesn't allow them 
to go to this particular Fire Department, taking from one department to go to 
another department. I belielJe this is why they couldn't get the necessary help." 

MR. WALSH: "Mr. President, jus t to back up wha t Mr. Lobozza said. A couple of 
weeks ago, we had a big fire in Glenbrook in which the Central Fire House did 
come and help the Glenbrook Fire Department put out the fire. " 

MR. PERILLO: "I think the Underwr iters Insurance has regula tions on the number 
of men in a firehouse, and that's"why he can't shift them around from station to 
station. II 
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MR. CONNORS: "Mr. Perillo answered what I was going to say, because when you start 
going into these fire houses and you start borrowing men, you're going to be run­
ning with two or three men on a truck. You can't do it. You get to a fire, it 
won't work. The people who live in the districts where the fire houses are, they're 
going to complain because they're getting short-changed, too. Thank you." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "Thank you,. Mr. President. Mr. Dixon, I recall very well all the 
promises we heard on the last Board about what was going to happEn with that fire­
house. I won't go into that because I think the record is available for anyone 
who would care to read it. However, the promises that were made to this Board 
were made by the late Chief McRedmond before this appropriation was finally ap­
proved. The other thing we received were certain commitments::from various fire 
commissioners and from various fire lieutenants, etc. In any event, various 
fire lieutenants and the fire commissioners were the ones that made this promise 
that they could do all these things, ~lr. Dixon, if you recall. They pl'omisel! us 
that it wouldn't cost any more money and that's one of the reasons why the Board 
"-l'l'lUV .. l! Lh .. uulll!lu!!, uf lL, If yuu n,cd11, "ul! I think uoW Chief Vitti' B Btand 
on this is really an ideal one, and 1 think he really has to take the Union per­
haps to task and say, Hey, we've got Intake a piece of equipmenx from here or 
there, in order to operate that firehouse without incurring any additional coss." 

.. /-

MR. DIXON: "I don't want to prolong the discussion of this, but what is in the ,,~) 
past, I don't think we can bring it back to life, but my major concern here now···· 
is the firehouse itself. Now, the City spent a lot of money in putting that 
building up, and I think it's a shame we get no use whatsoever out of it, and I 
think we should try to consider ways now of utilizing the building. If we don't 
do that, it's ·jj;oing to be destroyed by vandalism of one type or another, and a 
lot of money went into that building and I think that should be our major concern 
right now." 

MRS. McINERNEY: "Thank you, Mr. President. Those happen to be my exact senti­
ments. I agree with Mr. Dixon, and I really think it's time we found out what 
add how to get this thing rolling and I would not want to incur another indebted­
ness for the City either." 

MR. RYBNICK: 
years ago. 
built, they 
years until 

MR. MILLER: 

MR. RYBNICK: 

"What they are concerned with happened to us on the East Side many 
The East Side Firehouse was built on Lockwood Ave., and when it was 
wouldn't give them any personnel. It remained idle for years and 
the voluntary auxiliary came into it a few years ago." 

lilT was never used as a firehouse, was it?" 

"It's a firehouse. 1t 

MR. MILLER: "Is it now? For Civil Defense, it was never used as a regular 
firehouse." 

MR. D'AGOSTINO: "I MOVE the QUESTION." 

MR. MILLER: "There's no question to move." (laughter) 
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MR. ROSE : "I just want to say we can go back and get more information, which 
we will do, which you have requested, but from our meeting ,.,ith them, they 
stressed that this firehouse could not open without additional manpower f rom 
what they have now. Even if they got 24 men, new men, they would have to take 
8 men from other places to run this f irehouse, because they need 4 shifts of 8 
men each shift t o proper l y work this equipment over there. Now, those are the 
facts they gave us and what more we can get we wil l try to get for you . " 

MR. BLOIS: "Mr. Chairman, I'd like to make a suggestion at this time, but first 
of all , I wasn 't on the Board when t his proposal was put forth to build this 
thing on Washington Blvd. I don't believe it's a proper place for a firehouse. 
If I may make a suggestion, I say l e t's turn this over to the Police Department, 
they need an annex. Let's build it where it should have been built, in Bu11's 
Head between Long Ridge and High Ridge Roads, then I'd say you'd have a fire 
department." 

MR. ROSE : "II there are no more questions on that item, I'll go to the next item. 
We had a request from Dr. Lowden about the problem of the Huddle Tavern on Iroquoi ' 
Road. We had Captain Tobin and an officer and a sargeant to discuss the problems 
on Iroquois Rd. with the tavern. They said that there has been quite a problem 
over there and they have a lot of complaints from the residents; what they are try­
ing to do is to have an officer stationed,whi1e the owner has hired an officer to 
be stationed inside and they have patrol cars patrolling the area , but he said 
it's hard t o really get anybody, to catch anybody because when they seem them, 
they slow down but as soon as they get a little ways up the road , they'll speed 
up again . What we are doing, we are having an open meeting on the 28th of this 
month, I'm sorry, on the 18th of this month , which is on a Wednesday next week 
and we are having the owner and some of the people in that area to come in and 
express their opinion and we are also having Captain Tobin and someone from his 
department come in. That's all we have on that item." 

MR. SHERER: "Mr. President, I have a question that perhaps should be answered 
from the CHAIR, considering that this meeting did no t have a quorum and there­
fore the business that was taken care of at that meeting does not have the full 
effect of the Committee . I was wondering that if, also, because there is going 
to be an open hearing on the 18th, if we could just pass this matter on, it is 
a late hour and I think we still have quite a bit more on the Agenda, and I 
just wanted to know what the CHAIR felt on that." 

MR. MILLER: "Mr. Rose stated that they didn't have a quorum, but of course they 
didn't take any votes on any matters which are being presented to the Board, so 
I don't think there is anything improper about 111' . Rose reporting on what was 
discussed at that Committee meeting, although, as he admitted the Committee did 
'not have a quorum. Perhaps we could speed up this procedure, Mr. Rose, but 

people do raise these questions and they do want reports and this is an important 
i tem in the 1st district." 

MRS . HAWE : "First , I just wanted to thank Mr. Rose for scheduling this public 
hearing at which everyone can come and be heard; and just one more thing, this 
meeting of the Health & Protection Committee held last Thursday, I didn't find 
out that they were discussing the Huddle until the meeting was over, and I'd just 
like to ask that in future that I be advised if a matter concerning my district 
is on their a genda, so that I can attend, if possible." 
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MR. MILLER: "Your point is very well taken, Mrs. Haw." 

MR. ROSE: "I would like to say also that your 
some bad communications which was one problem. 
Let's see if my vice-chairman, Mrs. Santy, has 

point is well-taken. We had 
That's the end of my report. 

anything to say." 

MRS. SANTY: "No, I don't have any report at this time." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "Could I ask a question of Mr. Rose? Unfortunately, I wasn't here' 
last month but I did ask if the Steering Committee and the Health and Protection 
Committee could look into the letter I received dated December 30th from Mrs. 
~rince of 367 West Hill Kd., Stamford, whereby she had a dog problem. Have you 
done anything ,about this?" 

MR. ROSE: "We have this in our Committee, but we haven't worked on i tyet." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "Very good. Thank you very much." 

MRS. McINERNEY: "yes, I would also like to inquire as to what ever happened 
to an item that Mr. Dixon and I put into your committee which conerned a rob­

,bery in his district; because in his original letter he said that the police 
allegedly ignored the matter by refusing to investigate in any form. Now, I 
received a complaint over ':the weekend that someone had a robbery in their 
house and reported it, and it took three hours before the police finally came 
because they were a little bit busy. I don't know if Mr. Dixon was satisfied 
but I wish you'd look into the question of responses to all such claims." 

'MR. ROSE: "Yes, we did look into that matter and we found it quite confusing. 
We talked to the person that called, and I think that Mrs. Clark worked on 
that and I would like for her to give us her findings on that." 

MRS. CLARK: "Barbara and Handy, I did go down to the Police Station a number 
of times. In fact, I walked in their again today and they asked me if I would 
like t put my bed in there. I spoke to both the detective in questions and his 
superiors and he stated to me that they did, in fact, receive a phone calIon 
said day and that the person was quite upset, understandably so, and asked the 
person's name, they gave the name, they gave the address, but when asked what 
they wanted the police for, the person stated '~en you get here, you'll find 
out, just get down here, we need the police immediately." So the detective said 
they had to have some kind of an idea of what the problem was, so that they 
could send in fact the proper unit around to the home •••• when the problem was 
stated at the time, there was one detective in the bureau due to the fact that 
within the past two hours before the received the call, there had been three 
burglaries, and, I believe, two breakings and enterings. This is what was 
stated to me, that at this point, the party was asked if they would in ef'fect 
come in to Police Headquarters with the car in question, if it was drivable. 
they stated that it was drivable, so that in fact they could take all prints 
and anything that was needed. Thmperson on the phone hung up and that was it. 
That's my report and how it was told, sir." 

.. , 

,/ 
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MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, there is quite a conflict here. I talked to the 
detective involved myself over the telephone and he admitted to me that he 
didn't even have a record of that call. He just so happened t012member it be­
cause too much time had not passed by. I've always had a lot of respect for 
the Police Department , but they are, after all, bound to protect the people 
and they are being paid by the taxpayers, and by golly, when a taxpayer calls 
Police Headquarters for any kind of protection, they being the ones that are 
paying their salaries, I think they need to respond in some kind of way. Now, 
I was told by the person who made the complaint that she called and that she 
talked to this detective and I'm almost even persuaded to call his name, but I 
won't ; but he told her point blank that they had other matters to attend to 
that were much more important and the discussion didn't go any further than 
that. He did not ask her to bring the car down , or any such thing. This is 
her story, now he tells a different story, and I just simply can't go along 
with that." 

MRS. CLARK: "Mr. Dixon, I have spoken to his superiors, and his superiors 
with the person in question would like to come in along with yourself and 
the lady involved also. I will definitely ask them to come in if this is 
what your wish is." 

MR. MILLER: "The CHAIR would just like to ask, has the CHAIR understood that 
members of the Police ~ommission were invited to a meeting of the Health and 
Protection Commit tee ? Is that right, Mr. Rose?" 

MR. ROSE: "Ye s, that I s right." 

MR. MILLER: "And they were not able to come be cause the meeting was postponed 
because of the weather? I really feel that perhaps before this matter is final­
ly disposed of by this Board, an opportunity should be given for the Police Com­
mission to come in and speak with the Committee. This really is an administra­
tive matter, a problem of discipline within the Police Department, and as I 
understand it, a complaint can be initiated with the Police Commission." 

MR. BAXTER: "I, too, have a grea t deal of respect for the Stamford Police 
Department, every individual member of the Police force that I've come in 
contact with has been quite professional and quite capable, and it's because 
of this favorable impression that I have of our policemen, that if I were to 
receive a telephone call from a policeman, when I asked him I wanted the car 
dusted for fingerprints and the response was to drive that car, you know, down 
to the Police Station, I think I would hang up, too, you see, and so, due to 
the professionalism of our Police Department, I question whether, in fact, 
that really happened , because it's inconsistent with the professionalism that 
I've seen. . Thank you." 

MRS. Mc INERNEY: "Yes. I have the particulars of the incident which took place 
over the weekend , and I ' ll give that to you and the Steering Committee, Mr . 
Mi ller." 

MR. MILLER: "Thank you. Anything else under Health and Protection?" 

MR. ROSE: "No, that's the end of my report, Mr . President. Thank you." 
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MR. MILLER: "First, we'll take a MOTION on the parade. 

MR. BLOIS: "Now I'd like to read a letter from the Springdale Fire Department 
dated December 31, 1975. "The Springdal.e Fire Department would like to re­
quest your Board approve our request to have our Annual Firemen's Parade on 
June the 8th, Tuesday (rain date, June the 9th). The parade route fwill be 
from Torn's Road proceeding north on Hope St. to its termination point at the 
Springdale Fire House. The parade will originate at Dolan Middle School amI 
will begin at 7:15 P.M. In addition, we would also request that you approve 
the advertising banner that is used to promote the parade and carnival. The 
banner is usually flown across Hope Street from the Firehouse to the pole 
adjacent to the firehouse. The approval of this matter will be greatly ap­
preciated." The Parks and Recreation Committee recommends this." 

MR. MILLER: "Do you have a MOTION first for the permission of the parade, 
Mr. Blois, separating that from the banner?" 

MR. BLOIS: "Just on the parade. I SO MOVE." 

MR. MILLER: "All right, it is MOVED and SECONDED. The MOTION is CARRIED. 

PETITION NO. 403 granted for the parade, as above. 
PETITION NO. 404 granted for the banner, as below. 

MR. BLOIS: "I MOVE for granting permission for the banner to be flown, for 
the purpose of promoting the parade and carnival. The banner is usally flown 
from the firehouse to the pole adjacent to it." 

MR. MILLER: "MOVED and SECONDED. The MOTION is CARRIED." 

MR. BLOIS: "Item No. 2 - Continuing inquiry into stone wall constructed on 
Eden Road. MR. CHAIRMAN, at this time I would like to ask the Board to be 
patient and wait until the March meeting for a report on the stone wall 
incident at Eden Road." 

MR. MILLER: '~ell, I don't think there's any objection to that, so we'll 
just let that go." 

MR. BLOIS: "Item No.3 - Inquiry into stone wall on Very Merry Road. We do 
not have power to look into this as a sub-committee of the Board, so we'd 
like to know what your reactions on this will be • ..•. " 

MR. MILLER: "Well, it's my understanding, Mr. Blois, that you were in power 
to look into it, that's how it go on the Agenda. You were not given subpoena 
power, or anything like that , but you do have it in your committee, and it is 
on the Agenda. " 

MR. BLOIS: '~ell, we haven't done anything on this Very Merry Road as yet, 
bu t I didn't know that we were in power to look into this. This is the 
first time I've seen it on the Agenda. Where did we get the power to look 
into this ?" 

MR . MILLER : "That's right , the result of action taken at the last meeting of 
the St eering Committee ." 
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MR. BLOIS : "O.K., as soon as we clear the Eden Road incident, we'll get into 
this Very Merry matter, and see what develops. No, I think they are going to 
get confused if we go into both of them at the same time . Let us clear this up 
and sometime next month, well, sometime this month we'll have our first meeting 
and see how Eden Road stands. 

"Mr. Chairman, at this time , I know this is a Special Meeting but I did have a 
request from a committee of concerned:~ citizens to sponsor the re-naming of the 
Hubbard Heights Municipal Golf Course to The E. Gaynor Brennan, Sr., Municipal 
Golf Course'.' I know that we have a Special Meeting tonight and I can't present 
this to the Board but I would like to read a letter to them just to let the 
people that are involved know that I did move on it, and will take it up at the 
March Meeting. 'Dear Representative: We believe that the Agenda for the 
February meet ing ... " 

MR. MILLER: "Mr. Blois, I don't like to cut this off, but we have all received 
information on this in the past and I don't like to cut you off, but if we're 
not going to act on it, I don't think we need to go into it." 

MR. BLOIS: "Well, in all fairness to " 

MR. MILLER: "Why don't you just explain what it is and tell people to be 
thinking about this issue as it probably will come up at the March Meeting?" 

MR. BLOIS: "Well , did you say that I rece ived this communique? O.K. , so be 
prepared to vo t e on it at the March Meeting." (chuckles) 

MR. MILLER: "I think there were some other comments on Parks and Recreation. 
No? Nothing else. O.K." (End of Side #8) 

EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE - No report. 

MR. HOFFMAN: "I believe it is proper to bring this up at this particular 
point in time s ince it is directed to tpa Education, Welfare and Government 
Committee , and that is that I would respectfully request the Education, 
Welfare and Government Committee of the Board of Representatives to undertake 
a probe into al legations whi ch have recently surfaced through the news media 
in reference to questionable expendi tures by the membe~of the Board of Educa­
tion and the School Administration in the public schools ••• " 

MR . MILLER: "Mr. Hoffman, I would suggest that this be put in the form of a 
letter and that it be given to the Steering Committee, and if you are asking 
for a probe, it should be given to the Steering Committee." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "THERE"S NO VlAY 1 could ask for a SUSPENSION OF RULES?" 

MR. MILLER: "No, not this evening, no ." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "0. K., Mr . Miller , then I will submit that via the Steering 
Committee . Thank you, sir. !! 

MR. BLUM: "When will these investigations stop?" 
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SEWER COMMISSION REQUESTS APPROVAL OF PROPOSED AGREEMENT between Soundview 
Farms and the Sewer Commission of the City of Stamford, as per Resolution 
No. 910 (If Board of Representatives does not act within sixty days from 
date of submission by Sewer Commission (1/9/76), it shall be deemed approval) • 
Soundli'iew Farms desires to construct a gravity-fed sanitary sewer line to 
'existing city pumping ,station at Bitrwood Avenue, totally at their expense 
and then donate it to the City. 

MR. D'AGOSTINO: "Yes, 'we have a request from'Soundview Farms to tie into our 
Pump Station on Burwood Ave, and I assume, at their own expense. I called a 
meeting on the 22nd of January and did not have a quorum, but it was the con. 
census of our Committee to give approval." 

MR. MILLER: "So you are moving on behalf of the Sewer Committee that this 
item be ,approved? Is there a second to that motiont MOVED and SECONDED. 
I believe we can proceed to a vote. The question is on approval of th{s 
item, under Sewer Committee. The propoRed ll.erAAmAnt hAt.ween Ro,mdview Farms 
and the Sewer Commission of the City as per Resolution 1"910. All those in 
favor, say AYE, all those opposed NO. 'PIe MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY." 

PUBLIC HOUSING AND GENERAL RELOCATION COMMITTEE 

MR. LIVINGSTON: "No report at this time." 

MRS. McINERNEY: "Thank you, Mr. President. As Vice-chairman of the Public 
Housing and General Relocatlon Coll\rilittee, I wrote to Mrs. Margot Wormser, who 
is Executive Director of the Housing Authority, and asked for a status report 
on public housing at the Authority, and I do have the copy which I will give 
to Mrs. McEvoy and hopefully she will have it to all the Representatives; but 
I would like to meet with Mr. Livingston. I feel that there are too many 
things happening in the Public Housing Authority in this City which have sur­
faced recently. It's been very controversial, and I think our Committee should 
have a me'eting with the Housing Authority committee and Commission, excuse me, 
and try to talk with some of the tenants and try to resolve some of these 
problems once and for all. I have four items here which need to be resolved." 

URBAN RENEWAL COMMITTEE 

MR. GLUCKSMAN: "Thankyou, Mr. President. The Urban Renewal Commission met 
last week. I was present at that meeting along with ])tr. Rose, and at that 
time, or beforehand, I'm" sure everybody in town knew that Macys had announced 
its intention to locate in Stamford. The Urban Renewal Commission and myself 
are very confident that any problems which may hamper the relocating here will 
be able to be resolved and we will be able to take care of all the problems in 
that respect. Also, at the last meeting they announced that by tomorrow, all 
families in the Urban Renewal area should be relocated, and they've closed out 
that phase of the Renewal program. It's another indication, I believe, that 
the Urban Renewal Program is now moving rapidly and hopefully is in its final 
stages. 

"Then also, the only major problem with the Urban Renewal Commission now, and 
I just ,qant to bring this to everybody 's attention. I don't know how we can 
solve it, but it's been expressed to me and I think the only way I can do ,any­
thing about it is to bring it out in the open. Since I was appointed Chairman 
of this Committee, I've been trying to attend all of the Urban Renewal Commmis-

, 
~) 
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MR. GLUCKSMAN (continuing) "sian meetings and they have scheduled them virtu­
ally every week now, every Wednesday night, and almost every Wednesday night, 
they have to beforehand, you know, cancel them because they didn't have a 
qporum. It seems that two of the five members of the Commission are almost 
never available, and should anyone of the three remaining ones not be able to 
make it, they do not have a quorum and cannot carryon any business. I think 
it's a real problem and maybe one of the problems that will hamper the Urban 
Renewal Program and I think we have to take that problem under advisement and 
see what we can do about it, I just wanted to bring that to everybody's atten­
tion. The ne~ meeting of the Urban Renewal Commission is set for this Wedrles­
day , ~gain, that's ~f they have a quorum. 

"A week from this coming Thursday, that is February 19th, I'm trying to schedule 
a meeting with all the Urban Renewal Commissioners, as well as my Committee and 
Mr. Robert Rich. I'm doing this in an effort to see if we can all work together 
to Bpt the pr.ogr.am going. They'll tell us their problems and hopefully tell us 
what we can do to help them and get everything going. That's the end of my 
report. Does anyone have any questions?" 

(MR. MORGAN spoke at some length here, but his microphone must have been off, 
for it was inaudible and could not be picked up.) 

MR. GLUCKSMAN: "Mr. MOJ;"gan, I'm aware of this and you will recall that Mr. 
Rich said that at the announcement of Macy's, it's definitely a part of their 
plan to locate here and it's one of the things I hope we can discuss at this 
meeting that I'll be having next Thursday, (portion inaudible), and what we 
can do for them and 1 'm sure this will be one of them." 

MR. LOBOZZA: "Yes, l' d like to speak on the attendance of the Commissioners 
that are supposed to attend these meetings, and I think it's vital to the 
City of S t~mford that we do have productive meetings in this area and maybe 
a review of their attendance records and if there are people on that Commis­
sion that are not up to the responsibility that they have taken on, then 
they should be removed." 

MR. MILLER: " I understand, al1d 1 will be corrected if I ·am wrong. I under­
stand that one of the problems is, according to their own rules, they cannot 
change the night tor a meeting unless they get a unanimous vote and there is 
never an opportunity for a unanimous vote because they never have a .;lIIeeting 
at which all five are present. Is that right, Mr. Glucksman? Is that the 
prob lem? " 

MR . GLUCKSMAN: "Yes, I bel. i eve Rc)." 

MR . LOBOZZA: "Right, if there's a problem and they can't get all five people 
together, I think somebody's at f ault there. I really believe that somebody 
should look into this, I think it's so important the ·: things they can do 
there and the tax base if the City of Stamford really depends on this to be 
productive and if it's not productive we're losing and I think someone ought 
to l ook into this and find out what the problem is and if they don't want to 
own up to their responsibilities, I say ag.ain, they should beremoved." 
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MRS. GOLDSTEIN: "Yes, and Mr. Chairman, I would like to compliment Mr. 
Glucksman on bringing this to the attention of the Board. It's something 
that, it's very inconceivable, that such a very important commission and 
such a very important item in this City is behind handled in this manner." 

MR. BLUM: "I'm in agreement with Mr. Lobozza that we should look into the 
fact on why they can't get a quorum to their commission meetings because 
after all, one of the Boards must have approved of these commissioners to 
this Board. If the Board approved these Commissioners, I think we can sort 
of take them out of these jobs." 

MRS. CLARK: "Yes, Mr. President, I have served on the UrJ:>:an Renewal Commit­
tee on the 13th Board for almost a period that I am serving now and I've sat 
and tried to think back if they ever got all the Commissioners in attendance 
and I think maybe there was one meeting; but you get a notice that there's a 
meeting, or you don't get a notice, one or the other. The day of the meeting, 
it's cancelled due to a lack of a quorum. Really, as a lIl8.tter ·of fact, as 
long as I've been on this Board I don't honestly think we've had consecutive 
meetings." 

MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, after having served on the AppOintments Committee 
now, oh I guess for four years, I'm probably to a large ·extent, responsible 
for those absentees being on that commission. I would not ask Mr. Glucksman 
to .expose those people publicly, but I would ask him to submit the names of r) 
them to the Appointments Committee, if you will." 

MR. COSTELLO: "Thank you, I'd just like to say as a member of the Appoint­
ments Committee, that one of the questions that is always asked is 'Will you 
have time to serve on one of these Boards', and at the time thesepeop~e 
always say 'yes, yes, we will have ample time', but it seems at a later date, 
they forget about ample time. 

MR. BOCCUZZI: "Yes, in addition to Mr. Dixon's suggestion, I'd also like to 
suggest that perhaps Mr. Glucksman could coordinate a meeting with the Mayor 
and with the Commission, either as a group or individually, and sit down and 
discuss this problem; and if it comes to light that some of the members are 
not able to meet their obLigations or responsibilities in respect with attend­
ance, that the Mayor can, in fact, ask for a resignation or something to that 
effect so that we could have a full complement on the TIRC because it's much 
too vital a commission to let it go this way." 

MR. BAXTER: "I, too, would like to compliment Mr. Glucksman on bringing this 
matter to our attention. I think the serious nature of it is reflected by 
the discussion that followed. Thank y.ou." 

MR. SIGNORE: "I wish to agree with· Mr. Boccuzzi and Mr. Dixon on this parti­
. cular item and I think the Mayor should be made ·aware of it and something 

should be done about it." 

MRS. McINERNEY: "Yes, perhaps a really simple suggestion might be to have 
those commissioners call a special meeting on a Saturday morning to change 
the time and the date of their mee tings. " 
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MR. BLUM: "Bobbie, that's one of the reasons why Stamford lost some of 
their HUD money. It's possible!" 

MR. MILLER: "Thank you. Anything else under URC. Mr. Loomis?" 

MR . LOOMIS: "All right. I just wanted to point out that there are indeed a 
few dedicated members of that Commission and persons who are very conscient­
ious and hard-working. The pr.oblem seems to be, in part, that people who were 
selected, were selected because they have technical and skilled knowledge of 
theBe matters that r.,latQ to Urban Renewal, and arc travelling a good deal of 
the time and therefore, it's difficult for them to all get together at one 
point. This doesn't excuse them, but I guess it's a partial explanation of wh) 
they haven't been very diligent about getting together for meetings. The othel 
thing is that, at least I know of two of the commissioners who are in close 
touch on almost well, certainly a weekly basis with the Executive Director, 
and have been very helpful in flying to Washington and Hartford to try to 
alleviate some of the problems that we've all heard and read about. So, I 
think that Mr. Glucksman is quite correct in bringing this to our attention, 
but I wouldn't want us to have the opinion that they are all not quite living 
up to their rQsponsibilitieB." 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

MR. RYBNICK: " I have no report. " 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR - None. 

PETITIONS 

MR. HILLER : "Petiti ons - we had a few on the hO,t lunch program. (laughter) 

RESOLUTIONS 

MR. MILLER: "I don 't know who to call on for this. I'll call on Mr. Blum 
and then Mr. Morgan." 

RESOLUTIONS 

MR . BLUM: "Well , I 'll turn it over to Mike ." 

MR. MORGAN: "All the members should l1ave a copy of some mal!erial that both 
David Blum and I sent to you dur i ng the past weeks. Three things primarily, 
the first is a letter t hat I wrOte to Mayor Clapes on December 18th, his reply, 
and then a memorandum tha t f ol lowed subsequently. Basically, what we are 
t a lki ng about is the creation of an Office of Economic Development within 
the City government t o deal with companies that are thinking about relocating 
to Stamford , and also those companies that are already here and are perhaps 
contemplating moving. During the past year, for example, Branson and Phillips 
are two companies that have left. Marx Toys, according to the Stamford 
Advoca t e on Fr i day , is for sa le. So it seems to be that there is a great 
dea l of ac tivity of corpor ations moving in and corporations moving out of 
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MR. MORGAN (continuing) "Stamford, and one of the things that seems to be 
lacking within City government is a designated individual, an office or an 
agency, or Bome mechanism to coordinate all this corporate activity. 

"The Mayor's response was to basically endorse the idea in general terms, 
but to say that he wanted to delay any action until after the Economic Base 
Study was complete , which is scheduled for January of 1977. I think that 
might very 'well be too late with all this activity going on, another company 
may move away without sufficient action on the part of the Gty to prevent it, 
or possibly a company that's contemplating moving from New York City and is 
looking at Stamford perhaps even in the Urban Renewal Area, may choose an­
other community in Connecticut in which to relocate because of the lack of 
information and assistance from the City of Stamford about why they should 
choose our community as a place in which to establish their business. 

"The purpose of the resolution is to urge the Mayor, therefore, to begin 
studying the possibility of the creation of such an office and the policy 
that would go along with it before January of 1977 when the Economic Base 
Study is completed. I don't believe it would cost anything, it could be 
delegated to somebody either on his staff or somebody already existing 
within City Government. It's very possible that he might find out that 
there are Federal funds available for this kind of an office and would cost 
the local taxpayers nothing additional. I would think it's a worthwhile 
program, it could accomplish a great deal for the City and I would urge 
this resolutinn's adoption purely to encourage the Mayor to begin this 
process now rather than more than a year from now. Thank you." 

MR. BLUM: "I would like to say this, I wholeheartedly support this, in 
fact, th'ts was one of my campaign pieces that I put in the paper, if you 
remember, about the flight of industry from Stamford. Truly, I went thru 
part of this in the Stamford shops here where part of our facilities moved 
to New Haven and not one step was put to stop it by the City and we lost 
close to 60 employees out of Stamford to New Haven. Branson went where, 
to Trumbull. Sterling Drug Company completely folded up. Now we've got 
some new ones, Marx Toys; no one seems to know what Grant's is going to do. 
I read in Friday's paper a study finds Stamford move~"relatively slow. I'd 
like to know what our City Fathers are doing about this. Yes, I've heard 
about the Edonomic Base Study which I supported last year. But by the time 
this study is made between our City Fathers and SAC[A, we won't get any 
report until 1977. 

"Aud L11ere are industries looking to come to Stamford, we found this out 
in thia C&P E:r!!oavating rc'-"oning. Now, in that hcaring, wc found out 
from Mr. Cavaliere there had been approaches to him from various industries, 
small industries, from New Jersey, and I think one he said was from New York. 
There's no one in the City of Stamford that is looking for new industries in 
this City, and it's time that we do something for blue collar workers who need 
these jobs beside the executive headquarters that are bringing in executives 
and white collar workers, and Gal Fridays. I think our skilled, semi-skilled, 
and unskilled workers need jobs as well. I whol.eheartedly support this 
resolution. I think that the Mayor should get on top of this before 1977." 

/J 



) 

MINU'1'B~ OF FBlll{UARY Y, lY7b 
SPECIAL MEETING 

RESOLUTIONS (continued) 

10,993 

MR. LOOMIS: "I think we could all agree in principle with what Mike and 
Dave are pIesenting , but I have some reservations. First of all, the ques­
tions we are raising are questions that were raised several years ago, and 
taken up by the Lenz administration, and in response to the very questions 
that Mike has talked about, that Dave has talked about, an Economic Task 
Force was created that is now headed by J. Walter Kennedy, whose membership 
includes Jerry Fox from the Board of Finance, Chairman of the Planning Board, 
Fred Allen, and several prominent business men in the Stamford community, 
including our Mr. Frederick Miller, himself, who serves on that. Now part 
of their task is to determine whether or not this office that we are hearing 
about should be created, and if it should be created when and with how much 
money, and with what kind of staff, etc. Now the funding of the Task Force 
is $50,000 of our government's money in addition to a commitment by the 
private sector of an additional $50,000, which means a total of $100,000, 
which we are investing in this project. The conclusion, contrary to Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Blum, the conclusion of this study is this November, not 
i n 1977; and it is expected at that time that they will be able to tell us 
what the real recommendation of this study is going to be. Now, Booz, 
Allen and Hamilton, who will be doing a lot of very detailed research, 
again, addressin~ themselves to the questions that have been raised on 
this floor. 

"Secondly, preceding Mr. Morgan's remarks, there's a letter about cows 
leaving barns and closing doors and so on, is the belief that companies 
are rushing out of Stamford. The fact is that all statistics, every 
person who is regarded as an expert in this area say quite the contrary. 
Businesses are moving in, corporations are moving in, in big numbers, and 
I talked just this past week to the executive assistant to David Rockefeller 
who is president of Chafe Manhattan, to John Zicotti who is Deputy Mayor of 
New York City, and they have long lists of companies, that they didn't reveal 
to me, who are planning and willing to come into southwestern Connecticut, 
but who are sort of targeting Stamford as the place they want to go. So, 
this talk about Grant's, well, you know Grant's is bankrupt and has closed 
its doors allover the nation.. Stamford is not particularly going to go 
under because Grant's store is gping to fold up . The fact is , if you 
compare those coming in to those going out, we're in a very advantageous 
position. 

"Lastly, I took some interest in Mr. Morgau'" citation of the Hartford 
Economic Development Program, mainly because the City of Hartford doesn't 
have such a program. Secondly , because the program they do have is run by 
the Chamber and was organized and researched by myself when I was with the 
Chamber. In order to put it together, we did just what Stamford is now do­
ing. We hired a consulting firm, in this case, for a quarter of a million 
dollars (unclear) consulting firm, an international site and business, 
industrial organination which did exactly what Boo,; Allen is going to do 
for Stamford, told us where to go, where the problems were, where we were 
losing jobs, where we could get additional support for creating more jobs . 

"I think this is basic. I think we have to know where we're going, we have 
to know what the statistics and data are, and this is what's going on right 
now. Now, I suppose, in Hartford it would have been easy, we had the re­
sources, we could have thrown t ogether an office on the spot as Mr . Morgan 
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MR. LOOMIS (continuing) "would like us to do here in Stamford, but I hardly 
believe that's a solution to the problem. And secondly, I can't help but 
quote Mr. Morgan himself when he talks about the limited resources of our 
City, and the nec~ssity to set priorities and then following that up with 
his proposal now to embark upon this ne,~ economic development program. I've 
been assured by John Smith, that although he doesn't have a full-fledged 
program, he has resources in his staff that are able to help corporations 
now who are looking to locate in Stamford, and 1 also, in my work with the 
National Chamber, know that it takes no less for a city this size than 
around $100,000 to start up a serious program. So, that's what we're really 
talking about. If we want to launch a program, and this resolution, in 
effect would authorize such a launching, we better start considering how 
much money we want to invest in it and if we want to inve,st money, I think 
we should talk about a sum that's really going to make a difference. So, 
I've said a good deal, but in summation, I think that this is a good pro­
posal Mr. Morgan is advancing, but I think it1s at an imprOper time and at 
the very least with the resources, the money, and the leadership we have in 
this community that's loo~ing at this problem, we should wait until November 
to get their answers and then at that time perhaps raise his very, resolution 
or maybe another one appropriate to the recommendations we get from the 
Economic Base Task Force." 

MR. HOFFMAN: "Thank you, Mr. President, I think Mr. Blum's and Mr. Morgan's 
intent was certainly very good; however, on the basis of what Mr. Loomis 
has said I would be inclined to say no to this because I don't see where the 
City could afford to throw another $100,000 away on a study that is perhaps 
already being undertaken. The other thing I think about is that if New York 
City continues along its present path of fiscal irresponsibility, we won't 
have toworrT about corporations wanting to come out here; and I think if we 
try to act fiscally responsible, yes in a year or two perhaps, but you know 
that 1£ we do act responsibly and try to continue with our Triple,A rating 
in bonds, I think that certainly corporations are going to look to us and 
they are not going to turn tail and run away from us, because I think we are 
probably going to be lining up as one of the few cities that has a Triple A 
bond rating, looking at all the reports you read in magazines, etc." 

MR. LIVINGSTON: "My comments would be this, that I agree with Mr. Morgan 
and Mr. Blum, and I would feel that this resolution should be placed in 
Education, Welfare and Government Committee and perhaps, working with Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Blum, they can come up with something that our Board can 
take some positive action on and get this on the way. Thank you." 

HRS. COSllNTINI: "Yes, I would li_ke to second ~lr. Loomis' co~nL~ aud 
thank him for a very detailed explanation of what is currently,'underway. 
I think that really the resolut;_on is asking for something that is cur­
rently being done in another fashion in many ways and that it is premature 
to just create this committee at this time. That the question is being ad­
dressed in a m~thodical, inior~tional manner, that the results of this 

• 

--. 
"-/ 

study are very necessary to us if ,~e are going to know exactly what--) 
development we are ~nterested in, and I feel that we should allow this -~ 
study to be completed before we ]Jrecipitously create another committee." 
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MR. SHERER: "I also concur with Mr. Loomis, However, I take the view 
on this resolution that at this point it is moot in that Mayor Clapes has 
fulfilled many of his campaign pledges to the community and the citizens 
of Stamford. Among those is the establishment of a policy program for the 
similar office of Economic Development. It is in the working stage right 
now. He's working on it and I just feel that it is at this time academic 
because Mayor C1apes is doing his share in trying to bring business to 
Stamford." 

MR. MILLER: "I 'm sorry, Mr . Sherer, I was a little confused by your state­
ment; the program that Mr. Loomis was talking about, the Economic Base 
Study, began in the prev ious administration." (End of Tape #9) 

(Start of Tape #10 - some comments by a female voice lost here.) 

MR. MORGAN: "Thank you, Mr. President. The purpose of the resolution is 
not to create neither a committee nor to authorize a program costing 
$100,000 or any other amount. It's merely to encourage the Mayor to give 
some thought to what form an office of economic development, if it's desir­
able, should take. Tt'R Crp.Rtine a mechanism, and certainly th" Economic 
Base Study will have a considerable amount of in-put with regard to what 
the policy should be. But, it may very well recommend this mechanism any­
way, but we're not talking about what the policy should be, we're talking 
about the mechanism. Specifically, let 's think of the example of the 
corporate site locator for a major New York City corporation that is 
thinking about moving to Connecticut . Calls City Hall and he asks for 
some information about Stamford. Well, depending on who is in that day, 
he might talk to John Smith, or he might talk to Nancy Mitchell, or he 
might talk to the Mayor, or he might talk to someone else . I think this 
function should be centralized. All of these people do a fine job, but 
they are required to do other things as well and I think it's unfortunate 
that they have to wear so many hats, and I'm just trying to simplify a 
process that seems to have become a little confused. I apologize and 
congratulate Mr. Loomis on the Hartford, Connecticut program. My informa­
tion came from the State of Connecticut's Department of Commerce which 
told me that there wasan existing City program in Hartford. The State of 
Connecticut does have such a program. It's headed up by a fellow by the 
name of Jim Lisanti and he does this sort of thing very well, but his 
motive is to attract people to Connecticut and help Cbmpaiiies ': that are 
already here. He is not really interested in having them locate in Stam­
ford anymore than he is in Bridgeport. He jus t wants them in Connecticut 
period, and I think we should have someone who is looking out for our own 
interests specifically . The nature of the business climate here in Sta~­
ford is changing, and although Mr. Loomis is correct in that there are a 
number of corporations that are thinki.ng ahol1t comine here, you can't 
overlook the [aeL Lhat Lhe kind of companies that are moving to Stamford 
are considerably different f rom the kind of companies that are moving away. 
Ligh t industrial and light manufacturing is moving away, far noth up into 
Connecticut, into the Naugatuck Valley, it 's be'ing replaced by corporate 
headquarters. The kinds of people who work in might manufacturing, or the 
kinds of people who live in districts like mine , or districts in the down­
town area, and they are losing their jobs because these companies are mov­
ing fifty miles away. Now I think an effort should be made to preserve 
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MR. MORGAN (continuing) "their jobs close to home. I think, too, that the 
Urban Renewal Area, which is full of empt~ acreage, the process of develop­
ing that land could be Rpeeded 11[> hy the crp.",ti on of such an office which 
could help these major corporations which are thinking about moving to 
Connecticut, to decide to locate in downtown Stamford, and there are a lot 
of them, and I'ma local banker and I hear constantly about companies that 
are thinking about moving and it disturbs me too~ when I hear rumors about 
companies that are thinking about moving. 

"The basic point is not to take away from whatever recommendations that a 
joint Economic Base Study committee might make. It's really a collaborative 
effort. I think that everyone agrees, and indeed Mr. Loomis said that this 
kind of an activity is commendable and I think the time is now though, I 
think the timing is correct and I don't think it would be inconsistent with 
any recommendations that might be made at some later date by the joint 
Economic Base Study Committee because I think that here we are talking 
about a mechanism and a year from now and why pick January, 1977., as a 
date, because that was the date that the Mayor mentioned in his letter to 
me. I think that any recommendations that the joint Economic Base Study 
Committee might make have to do with policy and the two things are by no 
means inconsistent. And I urge its adoption." 

MR. BLUM: "Yes, he took most of the words out of my mouth, what else can 
I say? All I can say is that I only know what's happened. I know these 
industries, and we all know them well, that moved out of here, not one 
step was taken until it appeared in the paper and then it was too late. 
Branson was on the move; Sterling Drug left, and no one in Stamford govern­
ment knew this was going to happen until it came out in the paper. I think 
that the idea of the resolution is to give a sense of the Board that we 
want something done. Can we wait, actually, until November, or can we 
wait until January? That's the question." 

MR. LOOMIS: "Yes. I know the hour is late. Just let me respond to the 
few points that Mr. Morgan and backed up by Mr. Blum. Number 1, he said 
we need a mechanism and that is specifically in the job that Booz-Allen 
is going to do. They are coming up with a recommendation of wha.t kind of 
mechanism we need. Number 2, we con't have a man in City Hall. We do, 
indeed, have a man, and he is in John Smith's office. He handles these 
kind of inquiries. Questions about the nature, the structure of our 
economy. This is the very essence of what this whole stu .y is getting 
into. As far as the Connecticut Department of Commerce, I don't know the 
gentleman Mike is talking about. I do know the Commissioner. I saw the 
Commissioner last month at Stockton and he truly believes that this area 
is one of the least in the whole State that needs any kind of assistance 
or tates help. Believe me, Waterbury, Naugatuck have far more problems 
as far as the entire State's economy is concerned. Mike says let's do 
something now, well, you know, he's a banker. If his president says, 
I want a bank today on some corner, you just don't go out and do that. 
If you have to study, youhAve to research, and then Donnie's point about 
Mayor Clapes, he is on this Committee, as was Mayor Lenz, and this was 
an idea and a Task Force created by the Democratic Administration, and 
one that I think is going to serve the City very well and, lastly, I 
don't at all disagree with the sense of what Mike is presenting. I just 
disagree on the timing, and I MOVE THE QUESTION." (laughter) 

.. ~ 
, , 
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MR. MILLER: "No, you've spoken on it, Mr. Loomis, you can't do it. No, 
I can't accept that MOTION because you gave a speech and then you moved 
the question, so that's not in order." 

MR. LOBOZZA: "I, too, am concerned about jobs in the City of Stamford and 
especially in the blue collar field and mainly more or less in constructior 
I think they're the hardest hit in this area. I think Mayor Clapes is wor~ 
ing very hard in this area and I think it also should be noted that during 
the last administration, the F. D. Rich Co., the sole sponsor of our Urban 
Redevelopment going on here in Stamford, saw fit to build a factory in New 
York State to prefabricate these modules that are being erected at the 
Marriott Hotel and the Howard ITohnson Motor Inn up West Side that took 
many, many jobs from people that lived here in Stamford. Now, if somebody 
wanted to do something, they'd work in that area and find out how things 
like this can be done to take jobs out of Stamford when the money is com­
ing from Stamford when it should stay here in Stamford, but the work is 
being done in New York State." 

MRS. RITCHIE: "I know the hour is late, Mr. President, but whoever is 
working in our behalf in the past, whether it's the private developernor 
whoever, I think they've done well so far because three weeks ago, I read 
in the New York Times that Stamford is third in the nation as far as the 
home of large corporations, we follow Chicago and New York. So, I think, 
with time, it will bring other types of jobs in." 

MR. SIGNORE: "I agree with both things that were said hl!l!e tonight, and 
I'm not very knowledgeable about the particular subject, and I do say 
there is some concern about jobs leaving the City and I think the prime 
ConCl!rn is that there are not enough blue collar jobs in :: the City, and I 
think this is the important point to remember even though it has just been 
said that we are the third city behind Chicago and New York as far as cor­
porate headquarters are concerned. There are plenty of positions for 
secretari es and what have you, but there doesn't seem to be anything for 
the working man, the blue collar man. I think that's the key to the 
whole thing, I think if we're going to get se t up with any kind of office, 
we should try to zero in on this particular problem. Thank you." 

MR. MILLER: "All right, we'll vote on MOVING THE QUESTION. (The MOTION 
was made by an unidentifiable female voice) All those 111 favor say AYE, 
all those opposed NO. The MOTION is CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY o 

"We will now proceed to a vote on this MOTION put forward by Mr. Morgan 
and Mr. Blum. Keep in mind it is a "Sense of the Board Resolution", mak­
ing a recommendation to the Mayor. It doesn't compel Mayor Clapes to take 
any action. A YES vote is a vote for the resolution. A NO vote would be 
in oppooition. All thoDc in favor say AYE, all tho~e oppo~ed NO. The 
CHAIR is in doubt , we'll take a division, using the machine. Vote UP for 
YES and DOWN for NO. Well, I won 't clear the Boar_d,Mr. Sherer, but I will 
note your change of your vote. What do you want to do? You wanted to vote 
NO? O.K., and you are No. 32. All right, I'll take the count. Well, Mr. 
Sherer had voted YES, but he wanted to convet it to a NO, so the machine 
says 18-18 , but of cour se actually that is 17-19, so the MOTION is LOST. 
I'm sorry. I don't like to clear the machine after people have voted. 



10,998 
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9, 1976 

SPECIAL MEETING 

MR. MILLER (continuing) "I don't thin\< it's fair. So we'll proceed. I 
didn't want to do it then either really; I hope it wouldn't happen a 
second time..," 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM OTHER BOARDS and INDIVIDUALS - None. 

OLD BUSINESS 

MR. ROSE: "Thank you, Mr. President. I just want to have a point of 
clarification concerning the Health and Protection meeting on the 18th. 
This is an Open Meeting, not a Public Hearing •. We~re not advertising 
it as a public hearing. I was misquoted in the Advocate a few weeks ago, 
they said a public hearing, but it's an Open Meeting." 

NEW BUSINESS 

·MR. MILLER: "I guess we can get on to the next. NEW BUSINESS, and we have 
two items under NEW BUSINESS. Let me just state by way of explanation. 
No. 1 was put on by the Steering Committee. No. 2 was l'ut OLI hy tit" Presi­
dent. I knew that there was a desire on the part of some of the members to 
Suspend the Rules at the February Regular Meeting to consider creation of 
II Drug lind Alcohol Abuse Committee. 

"Knowing that you cannot Suspend the Rules at a Special Meeting, I took 
the initiative and placed this item on the Agenda lIndp.r NRW RUSTNRSS. 
No. 1 was placed there by the Steering Committee. No. 2 was placed there 
by the PRESIDENT. In a Special Meeting situation either the President of 
the Board, or the Mayor, or ten members of the Board, has a right to sete 
up the Agenda. 

"So let's consider first No.1, if anyone wishes t make a MOTION on No.1?" 

MR. RYBNICK: I MOVE that we set up a five-member Environmental Protection 
Committee. tI 

MOVED, SECONDED and CARRIED. 

MRS. CLARK: "Yes, I'd like to make a MOTION that we create a special 
committee of five members to be called the Drug and Alcohol Abuse Com­
"mittee. " 

MR. HOFFMAN: "I was just wondering if this particular committee couldn't 
be placed under the jurisdiction of the Health and Protection. Because, 
as I recall, Mr. Miller, the committee wasn't very active the last time 
and I would think that this could easily fall under that domain and I 
hope you wouldn't mind my suggesting that, Sir." 

MR. MILLER: "Well, Mr. Hoffman, certainly if any item relating to Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse Comes to the Board, the Steering Committee could give 
that item to Health and Protection." 

.. ~ 

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: "Mr. Chairman, I have to say that I agree with Mr. Hoffman ~) 
on this particular item. Really, we have very many committees on our Board. 
I vote positively in favor of the Environmental Protection Committee because 
there is really no committee that could take on that function comfortably. 
But Health and Protection could take on Drug & Alcohol Abuse and I think it 
is just a multiplicity of efforts to form a special committee to handle it." 
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MRS. COSENTINI: "Yes, we all, I think, certainly are interested in this 
area and we don't want to appear to be, you know, anti-drug interested, 
but I do think we have a lot of committees, we are spread thin many of us 
ag lL is and I Lhink this would be a very meaningful part of the Health &. 
Protection Committee, but that Committee could really do a good job on it 
and therefore we should give it its proper location." 

MRS. SANTY: "As Vice Chairman of this Committee, I would welcome the 
challenge to accept this new responsibility." 

MR. MILLER: "Is there any other discussion? A motion is on the floor, 
though, so ... " 

MR. BAXTER: "With your permission •• • P.. p'uiilbof':ip.f6rmat:±on. If the motion 
on the floor is defeated, I take it that that :would mean the Health and 
Protection Committee would then have province over the Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse problems. Is that correct?" 

MR. MILLER: "Well, let me explain this, Mr. Baxter . As I said to Mr. 
Hoffman and the other Board members, if an item comes to this Board con­
cerning Drug or Alcohol Abuse, that item could certainly be committed to 
the Health and Protection Committee by the Steering Committee. In addi­
tion, the Health and Protection Committee, if it wants to, can take the 
initiative, and what I think some of the people a t Drug Liberation want 
is for some members of this Board to sort of take the initiative and go 
over there and see what's going on in this Drug Liberation Program. Now, 
the Health and Protection Committee could take on that function voluntarily 
if they wanted to, but we do have the MOTION on the floor." 

11R. COSTELLO: "We1l, on second thought, it might not be a bad idea to 
have this Committee to be liaison with the drug program in Stamford. I 
think a personal touch instead of adding more responsibility to a Commit­
tee that maybe is already over-burdened, might be an asset rather than a 
hindrance. I think that the drug program is a very essential program in 
Stamford and it might need personal attention of this kind." 

MRS. CLARK: "Mr. President, the reason I proposed this committee is be­
cause I have a whole lot of information, pratically a book, and I am in 
contact with these people two, three times a week, and there is going to 
be an awful lot of concern coming up , and to burden Health &. Protection 
any more, because I did consider this before I even proposed this, would 
really be too much. I felt, for that one committee, because there is go­
ing to be a great deal coming up as far as funding, that is going to be 
coming up in the very , very near fu ture. So that is my idea of why we 
have to establish this Special Committee. " 

MR. SHERER: "I MOVE the QUESTIO N, Mr. President." 

MR. MILLER : "A1l right, we'1l take a vote on MOVING THE QUESTION. The 
MOTION is CARRIED. We will now proceed to a vote on the MOTION to create 
a Special Committee known as the Drut and Alcho l Abuse Committee. All 
those in favor, say AYE; all those opposed NO . MOTION is CARRIED." 
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MRS. COSENTINI: "Mr. Chairman, I'm not sure of the precise procedure now, 
but in view of the fact that there is no legal procedure in the Charter by 
which a meeting of the Board of Representatives may becancelle,d in the 
event of an emergency, I would like to move and my co-minority leader would 
like to move, that the Legislative and Rules Committee address itself to 
this question of establishing a procedure to be included in the Rules of the 
Board of Representatives for such emergency cancellations. 

"We would give them an open charge, keeping in mind of course, that they 
would have to do something that would be legally acceptable and consistent 
with the Charter. However, there should be a procedure it seems, that is 
acceptable under circumstances that require a judgment and if there is no 
provision for this in the Charter, it becomes an awkward 'situation. There­
fore, I would like to MOVE that this question, and I have it in wtiting, 
be addressed to the Legislative and Rules Committee." 

MR. MILLER: "Well, I think it should be addressed first to the Steering 
Committee, and we'll put it on the Tentative Agenda for the Steering Com­
mittee and I do think the Legislative and Rules Committee should look into 
this and possibly come up with an amendment to the Rules on this subject 
and I think most people who might be President of the Board, would welcome 
some guidance on this subject." 

MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, I'll be very brief. Actually what I want to do 
is appeal to the CHAIR fcradvice and information. Mr. President, there are 
40 members on this Board and I believe that each and every memb'er has a 
right to participate in debate of any and all questions if he so chooses • 
Now, it seems to me to be very unfair for one person to speak in debate 
for 25 or 30 minutes and then another member of the same Board would he cut 
off bya simple motion tocutt off debate. That doesn't appear to me to 
be fair at all. My question to you is whether or not the Rules of this 
Board cannot be amended to limit debate to 5 minutes until the first round 
of debate has been had?" 

MR. MILLER: "Well, we could have something like that put into the Rules. 
I'm sorry, Mr. Dixon, that we did have an occasion tonight which seemed 
to be unfair, but I think by and large, our members show self-restraint 
and J: think we do have to face the fact that there has to be some mechan­
ism by which debate can be cut off; but, Mr. Dixon, if you have some sug­
gestions along these lines, it would be welcome. We could take it up at 
the Steering Committee and it could he referred to Legislative and Rules 
Committee. If you want to pursue thiS, the Legislative and Rules Commit­
tee really has an on-going obligation to be the custodian of our Rules 
and Procedures, and I myself did say at the last meeting of the Steering 
Committee, and I meant this seriously, I did say that I felt that the 
Legislative and Rules gommittee should take the initiative and go through 
the Rules of the Board. There are rules of the Board which are not really 
enforced because they don't think most people want them enforced, and if 
we do have provisions in the Rules which are impractical, ,then I do think 
that we should get rid of those provisions; but Mr. Dixon, your point is 
well-taken, and if you want to make a proposal along these lines, feel 
free to put it in writing and we'll consider it at the next meeting of 
the Steering Committee." 

MR. DIXON: "Mr. President, thank you very much and I can assure you that 
I will proceed to do Just that." 
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MR. BLUM: "Mr. President, I was wondering whether this would be for 
the Legislative and Rules Committee or the Steering Committee. We 
usually find ourselves in the t hird and fourth week where we have to 
appear before three or four committees at one time. Is there a possi­
bility that maybe the Steering Committee can be set up to maybe the 
second Monday of the month, and have set committee days of meetings? 
I think it was last Wednesday, the day of the hearing of the Planning 
and Zoning Committee, I had three meetings to at~end, three meetings, 
plus a hearing. Now I think that's true when we get into the fourth 
week, the week before the meeting, we're all rushing into committees, 
everyone is trYing t o put their committee on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednes ­
day; Thursday don't look for that; Friday forget about. I think some­
thing should be done about these committees having set dates and possi­
bly we should have two weeks of committee hearings. We should have two 
weeks of committee dates instead of just one week. " 

MR. MILLER: " Normally, of course, the Steering Committee meets two 
weeks Defore theregu1ar Board meeting. We used to meet always only one 
week before the regular meeting, now we try to meet always two weeks 
before the regular Board meeting, and we do have the Board in the office 
and I think mO'st of the committee chairmen try not to have too many 
conflicts. Some people might have a certain personal pattern of commit ­
tee membership which might present peculiar problems . I think that some­
times happens and I think there are some unavoidable conflicts, but 
basically it's a practical matter for the commi ttee chairmen. I was 
going to say this month, the Steering Commit tee would normally met on 
February 16th which is a h~liday and a holiday on which the City o~­
fices will be closed , and it is my intention t o hold the Steering Com­
mittee meeting later, on the 23rd of February. That will make it dif­
ficult perhaps but I don' t think it should be too long an Agenda, we 
don't seem to have too many fiscal ite ms coming up . So, the Steering 
Committee will meet on February 23rd. Is there any thing else?" 

MR. BAXTER: "Briefly stated, Mr. Chairman, my brief experience on this 
Board parallels Mr . Blum's in that the week of the Steering Committee 
meeting , t here are few committee meetings; on the last week before the 
Board, there are lots of commi ttee mee tings, and I , for one, feel that 
in order to do justice to our charge, we need more time and less con­
flicts of meetings between the 13 or 15 committee meetings and ask those 
people who are here on the Steering Committee to give it some thought 
because I think the St eering Committee should mee t the week following 
the Board of Representatives meeting which gives us a week of rest after 
that and then two weeks to schedule committee meetings . Thank you." 

MR. MILLER: "Well , the problem, Mr. Baxter, is you have to realize, 
I think, that people outside t he Board might have a different viewpoint. 
In other words, people such as a Mayor, any Mayor, members of the Board 
of Finance , and so on, I think for the most part feel that it is reason ­
able to have the Steering Committee meet two weeks before the regular 
meeting. If it was three weeks before t~meeting, then the Mayor has to 
have his appointments in at least three weeks be fore the regular meeting, 
and, in addition, we do have a requirement in the Rules about getting 
material in a certain number of days before the Steering Committee meets, 
so, I' m just saying, Mr . Baxter, (end of Tape iFlO) 
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MR. MILLER (continuing): • • • "that they really have to get the material ready 
almost a month ahead of time for the Steering Committee to get onto the 
Agenda for the regular monthly meeting of the Board . Mr. Blois, did you 
wish to say something?" 

MR. BLOIS: "Thank you, Mr. President, in view of the hour, I would make 
a MOTION that we ADJOURN." 

HOTION was SECONDED and CARRIED. 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING: 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:47 A.M. (Feb . 10, 1976), there being no 
further business to come before the Board. 

HMM:JV:MS 

APPROVED: 

Helen M. McEvoy, Admini otrativc 
Assistant and Recording Secretary 

~t,, ~J:' 
Frederick E. Mi ller, Jr . , President 
14th Board of Representatives 

N&te: Above meeting was broadcast 
over Radio Station WSTC in 
its entirety. 
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