
 

Education Committee - Board of Representatives 
  
 Michael Molgano, Co-Chair Andy Sklover, Co-Chair          Mary Savage, Vice Chair           
  

Committee report 

   
Date:  Thursday, June 24, 2010 
Time:  7:00 p.m. 
Place:  Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center,  

888 Washington Boulevard  
  
The Education Committee met as indicated above.  Present were Co-Chairs 
Sklover and Molgano, Vice Chair Savage and Committee Member Reps. 
Cerasoli and Layton.  Excused were Committee Member Reps. Wallace and 
Young.  Also present was Clerk Summerville, Jennifer Hallissey, United Way; 
Bridget Fox, School Readiness Liaison; and Michele Sabia, Stamford Public 
Schools. 
 
Co-Chair Savage called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Item No. Description Committee 

Action 
1.  E28.005 REVIEW & UPDATE; Stamford’s early childhood 

education blueprint (document collaborated on by 
BOE and CLC). 

REPORT 
MADE 

 
Ms. Hallissey, Sabia and Fox distributed a “Presentation” (see attached) intended 
to update the Committee since the June 2009 presentation on the construction of 
the Early Childhood Education Blueprint.  The document was reviewed, and it 
was noted: 
 
Section I 
 

 The City receives School Readiness funds of $3.7 million.  It is 
contracted out to providers who are selected on a competitive basis.   

 CLC is located in 3 sites:  William Pitt (325 kids), the Old Rogers 
School and Palmer’s Hill. 

 They are trying to coordinate the instruction at all 3 programs.  The 
Head Start program, because it is federally-funded, is the most difficult 
to control because of the federal requirements. 

 
Section II 
 

http://www.boardofreps.org/committees/education/2010/items/e28005/e28005_file_summary.htm
http://boardofreps.org/committees/education/2010/items/e28005/e28005.pdf


 Since 2008, the economy has been poor, and the priorities of the 
Blueprint have shifted. 

 In response to Co-Chair Molgano’s question as to whether this 
addresses the State’s requirements of Stamford (since it was deemed 
a “district in need of improvement”), it was explained that this is a 
private effort funded by a private grant.   

 Ms. Sabia stated that they are concerned about closing the 
achievement gap.  Because some children start kindergarten well 
behind others, this will indirectly help the efforts to reduce the gap.  
Pre-K is very, very important for lower income children. 

 Ms. Sabia reviewed the three assessments that are being used and 
provided a sample folder that will go along with the child to his/her 
kindergarten teacher (see available in board office). 

 Ms. Sabia stated that the most alarming item she discovered was that 
so many parents do not know what school their child will be attending, 
and she is working with the enrollment staff to try and solve this.  This 
is due to language barriers and issues with providing addresses as 
well as confusion about magnet schools. 

 Ms. Sabia discussed the English-language proficiency screening that is 
required by all kindergarten teachers.  They are trying to conduct these 
in July so that teachers are ready to start teaching on Day One.  These 
are very time consuming. 

 They are using 3 different assessments so that a child is not 
constrained by a single assessment. 

 These assessments will help demonstrate a child’s improvement over 
time. 

 SPS has ceased administering the reading assessment (DRA) in 
kindergarten, which Ms. Sabia favors.  SPS has several programs to 
deal with literacy education, and the State requires 3 levels of 
intervention in this area. 

 While the number is an estimate, about 150-200 children arrive each 
year with no Pre-K experience; about 70% of children do have a Pre-K 
experience.  However, the quality of the Pre-K is the important aspect, 
especially for children from lower economic backgrounds. For other 
children from stimulating home environments, lack of Pre-K may not 
pose any problems. 

 The Health Committee is making great strides in dealing with the 
obesity issue. 

 Professional development is suffering because 1) the state has 
eliminated the funding; 2) the teachers are not well paid and the 
education is expensive; and 3) it is difficult to attract college graduates 
to this field.  Norwalk Community is doing a lot in this area, there is 
some activity in on-line learning, and they are hopeful that UCONN will 
be able to partner with them to provide a Bachelor’s program at 
Stamford. 
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 They are working on increasing parent involvement but are having 
difficulty finding someone to chair the Committee.  Co-Chair Molgano 
suggested they contact the SPS Office of family outreach for referrals. 

 Rep. Cerasoli asked about the time line, and they were not certain they 
would accomplish all that was aimed for by 2012.  The assessment 
piece created by Ms. Sabia was a great accomplishment over the last 
year. 

 
In conclusion, Vice Chair Savage stated that the assessment piece is a great 
asset and she commended them on their work. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Savage, Vice Chair 
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