Good morning,

I'm copying here my thoughts as I reported them last night at the BOE meeting. I hope you will take two minutes to read and consider my concerns. 

Thank you. 

My name is Marcella Branca and my daughter is in kindergarten at Julia A. Stark School. I’m here tonight to ask you to revise the lay-offs of the teachers at Stark. I’ve been told by many persons this is a done deal, but personally I don’t want to think that our opinions won’t be taken in any consideration. 

Stark desperately needs those teachers. A lot of parents count on those teachers to help them educate their kids. I’m talking about parents who work two jobs to provide for their children because they do care about them but they need and deserve to be supported by teachers. We all need them to make sure Stark will grow stronger. If you are running short on water you just don’t cut the plant’s roots but you trim the dead branches. Those teachers showed us they are our school’s roots because with their dedication, expertise and care, they feed the plant and make it stronger.

I just want to quote President Obama from the White House web site and from a speech he gave as Senator. 

From the White House web site: 
“...Teachers are the single most important resource to a child’s learning. President Obama will ensure that teachers are supported...”

From the remarks of Senator Barack Obama:
“...From the moment our children step into a classroom, new evidence shows that the single most important factor in determining their achievement today is not the color of their skin or where they come from; it's not who their parents are or how much money they have. It's who their teacher is. It's the person who will brave some of the most difficult schools, the most challenging children, and accept the most meager compensation simply to give someone else the chance to succeed ... If we hope to give our children a chance, it's time we start giving our teachers a chance...”.

I’m asking you to give our teachers a chance. Thank you.

