April 7, 2009

Randy and I met with the following agencies:

Kathleen Walsh-Stamford Partnership:

The Stamford Partnership continues to devote their efforts to improve the lives of people and the Stamford Community.  Keep in mind that the following programs/activities operates with a budget from the city of 2% less than in prior years.  It's amazing how they can stretch $58,000.  

A new program called Somos Vecinos(We Are Neighbors) has originated with the primary intent of converting the Latino Community  in to the broader Stamford Community.  They have published a booklet in comic form to make it easier for the kids to understand-6 issues will be provided and distributed primarily to Catholic and Protestant Churches which have approximately 80% of the Latino population.  Workshops are held to discuss the topics in the booklet which are geared to families.  A web site has also been established for 80% of the kids that are computer savvy, the work shops and web site are used to educate the kids in good diet habits, fitness and education issues and directs them to area resources.

Another program involves helping the West Side development along Stillwater Ave. and West Main St..  Assist people in these areas to connect to the Stamford Hospital and Housing Authority for help in enriching the area.  Also of importance is the initiative to work with Hanna  Development and the East Side Partnership to interact with the laborers in the area for the purpose of creating indoor facilities. classes are held to teach the laborers English and guide them towards becoming US citizens.

A program held in connection with the Police Dept. and Domus has been set up to establish valued based initiatives of which approximately 60 kids participate.  Purpose is to help kids become valuable citizens and members of the community.  In addition the Partnership has a Student Conservation Program-paid internships for approximately 40 HS students-learn about careers concerning education and conservation issues, work in city parks,Bartlett Arboretum.  Program keeps the kids off the street and helps them to become good citizens.  Kids are obtained by reaching out to various community organizations.

Ken DellaRocco and Janice DeMarco-Bartlett Arboretum:

Being aware of the downturn in the economy, the Bartlett Arboretum has found ways to cut down on expenses by not increasing staff to handle the increase in programs and activities as well having more activities done in house versus being outsourced.  The Executive Director has resigned and not replaced.  A six(6) person all volunteer Executive Director Board has been established to handle the workload.  

On the subject of volunteers, in kind services provided by these people equates to approximately $300,000.  As a result of the hard work by the volunteers, the Arboretum has been recognized by the American Public Gardens Association as one of the premier facilities in the country.  Wish to mention the fact that 2 members of the staff, Director of Botany and the Arborist received a grant to visit Puerto Rico to collect additional specimens for the Bartlett collection, all of which contribute to the beauty of this wonderful facility.

To entice me to visit the Arboretum more, they informed me that admission on Wednesday is free and during the Summer Sunday Morning Musical sessions, admission is also free.  Non member admission is only a reasonable $6, kids 12 and under go free.  Without a doubt the few times I have visited, this is meeting with the Outside Agencies, meeting the people that dedicate their time to making their facilities a first class entity is a wonderful experience which I look forward to each year.  Stamford is fortunate to have such wonderful facilities that rate at the top in the County,State and Country.

This past year the Arboretum hosted a Farmers Market which attracted in the area of 4,000 visitors, some of which became members upon seeing the beauty of the gardens, etc..  They continue to run their successful grant funded 2nd grade school program which they plan to expand to include 4th graders.  Reaching out to community  centers, they provide scholarships to their summer camp activities.

I will take the liberty of speaking for Randy by stating it was a pleasure meeting with the dedicated people associated with the Outside Agencies.  Stamford is fortunate to have these people that are responsible for making their agencies the best.  Looking forward to the years ahead and working with the people again.

Gabe/Randy
