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City of Stamford Parks and Recreation Commission

Parks & Recreation Facility Regulations
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Section 175-1 of the Stamford Municipal Code of Ordinances, the Parks & Recreation Commission of the City of Stamford has promulgated regulations for the health, welfare and safety of the community; and

WHEREAS, said regulations are necessary for the proper safety, maintenance, security and efficient operation of said Parks & Recreation facilities,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the regulations adopted pursuant to Board of Representatives Resolution 1484 are hereby repealed, and the following regulations shall be substituted in lieu thereof and shall apply to all Parks and Recreational Facilities in the City of Stamford:
Section 1: Parking in Parks and Recreational Facilities: Permits.


(a) During the period from the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day, inclusive, no person shall park any motor vehicle within the limits of any City park or recreational facility officially designated by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations as “permit parking only,” except vehicles belonging to authorized employees of the City of Stamford on official business, or as otherwise permitted by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations, unless such motor vehicle displays a Parks and Recreation parking permit duly issued to such vehicle by the City.


(b) No person shall park a motor vehicle within the limits of a “permit parking only” area within the limits of a City park or recreational facility while displaying an otherwise valid Parks and Recreation parking permit that has not been properly affixed to such vehicle according to the instructions furnished with the permit.


(c) In any proceeding for a violation of this section, in the absence of the operator of such motor vehicle the registered owner thereof shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.


(d) Any person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall pay the then-current fine provided in the Code of Ordinances for parking in a municipal parking lot without a permit, and a new violation shall be deemed to have occurred each twenty-four hour period that the vehicle remains parked in violation thereof.


(e) Any person who violates subsection (b) of this section shall pay the then-current fine provided in the Code of Ordinances for improper display of a City parking permit, and a new violation shall be deemed to have occurred each twenty-four hour period that the vehicle remains parked in violation thereof.

Section 2: Misuse of Parking Permit.


(a) No person shall display a duly issued Parks and Recreation parking permit on a motor vehicle other than the one to which it was originally issued.

(b) No person shall alter, deface or change the registration or serial number written on a duly issued Parks and Recreation parking permit for the purpose of using it on a motor vehicle other than the one to which it was originally issued.


(c) No person shall receive, create, possess, use or attempt to use any facsimile or imitation of a Parks and Recreation parking permit, or any duly issued Parks and Recreation parking permit issued to a vehicle belonging to another person.


(d) No person who has been duly issued a Parks and Recreation parking permit shall sell, give or lend it to another person for use on a motor vehicle other than the one to which it was originally issued, nor shall any person sell, give or lend a facsimile or imitation of a Parks and Recreation parking permit to another.


(e) In any proceeding for a violation of this section, the operator of the vehicle or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner thereof shall be deemed, prima facie, to be the violator; and in the case of a permit or facsimile or imitation permit unlawfully sold, given or loaned by one person to another, both may be cited for a violation of this section.  In the case of a duly-issued permit unlawfully sold, given or loaned, the registration record for the vehicle registration inscribed on the permit shall be prima facie evidence that the registered owner of the vehicle bearing that plate was the individual who unlawfully sold, gave or loaned the permit.


(f) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (a) of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.


(g) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (b) of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.


(h) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (c) or (d) of this section shall be guilty of a Level 4 violation of these Regulations.

(i) Any permit or facsimile or imitation permit used in violation of this section shall be null and void and may be confiscated by any law enforcement officer for use in evidence or for return to the Office of Operations.
(j) Any vehicle bearing a permit or facsimile or imitation permit used in violation of this section may be issued a parking violation ticket for parking with a misused parking permit in lieu of the penalties provided in this section, and a new violation shall be deemed to have occurred each twenty-four hour period that such vehicle remains parked in violation.

Section 3: Denial of Entry to Parking Facility.


(a) No person who, having been denied entry to the parking area of any park or recreational facility by a reasonably identifiable employee or agent of the City of Stamford for failure to display a valid parking permit, shall proceed past such employee or agent in disregard of their instructions or fail to stop upon such employee or agent’s signal.

(b) No person shall give false information to such an employee or agent for the purpose of obtaining entry, without a Parks and Recreation parking permit, into a park or recreational facility where such a permit is required.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 4: Orders by Certain Employees or Law Enforcement Officers.

(a) No person on or about any beach, rock outcropping or other waterfront area within the limits of a park or recreational area, or within the waters appurtenant thereto, or in or about any City of Stamford swimming pool, shall disobey the lawful orders of any reasonably identifiable City of Stamford Lifeguard or any law enforcement officer.


(b) No person in or about any marina facility within the limits of a park or recreational area, or within the waters appurtenant thereto, shall disobey the lawful orders of any reasonably identifiable City of Stamford Dockmaster or any law enforcement officer.


(c) No person within the Terry Connors Skating Rink facility shall disobey the lawful orders of any reasonably identifiable rink employee or any law enforcement officer.


(d) No person at the Skate Park facility at Scalzi Park, or on the grounds appurtenant thereto, shall disobey the lawful orders of any reasonably identifiable City of Stamford employee or agent assigned to the Skate Park, or any law enforcement officer.


(e) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.


(f) In addition to any fine imposed for a violation of this section, any person violating this section at any City of Stamford swimming pool, the Terry Connors Skating Rink or the Skate Park facility at Scalzi Park, may be excluded from said facility for a period of time established by administrative rules developed by the operators of each such facility.  Re-entry to such facility during the period of exclusion, after such person has been informed of the exclusion, shall constitute Criminal Trespass as defined by the Connecticut General Statutes as now in force or hereafter amended.
Section 5: Damaging Park Property.

(a) No person shall intentionally or recklessly cause damage to any grass area, tree, shrub, plant, building or other property in any park or recreational facility.


(b) In any proceeding for a violation of this section involving a motor vehicle, the operator of such vehicle, or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner of such vehicle, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 4 violation of these Regulations.

Section 6: Unauthorized Commercial Activity.

(a) No person shall engage in commercial activity within the limits of any park or recreational facility without a Parks and Recreation Vending Permit duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations, which permit shall be prominently displayed at all times while such person is engaged in such activity within the limits of such park or recreation facility.  For purposes of this section, a person shall be deemed to have engaged in commercial activity if such person parks a motor vehicle within the limits of a park or recreational facility which bears markings proclaiming that a product or service, including, but not limited to, food or beverages, is available for sale, or otherwise engages in conduct which would lead a reasonably prudent person to believe that such a product or service was available for sale.


(b) No person who has been duly issued a permit to engage in commercial activity by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations, and no employee or agent of such person, shall engage in conduct prohibited by the terms of such permit.


(c) In any proceeding for a violation of this section involving a motor vehicle, the operator of such vehicle, or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner of such vehicle, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.


(d) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.  In addition, the permit of any person who violates subsection (b) of this section may be suspended for 30 days for a second or subsequent violation or revoked for a third or subsequent violation.

Section 7: Fires.


(a) No person shall light or maintain a fire within the limits of a park or recreational facility except in such areas as the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations shall approve and set aside for such use except by special permit issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations.


(b) No person who has lit or maintained a fire within the limits of a park or recreational facility shall leave such fire unattended at any time.


(c) Any person who violates a provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 8: Park Curfews.


(a) No person, other than an authorized City employee in the performance of duty, shall enter or remain within the limits of a park or recreational facility during the hours such facility is officially closed, except by special permit duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 9: Littering; Improper Use of Waste Containers.


(a) No person shall discard any litter or refuse within the limits of a park or recreational facility, or the waters appurtenant to such a facility, except in a proper waste receptacle.


(b) No person shall discard any tree clippings, brush, or commercial or household waste into a waste receptacle within the limits of a park or recreational facility except for materials left over from picnics or other lawful gatherings in such facility.


(c) In any proceeding for a violation of this section involving a motor vehicle, the operator of such vehicle, or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner of such vehicle, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.


(d) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 10: Containers Made of Glass or Crockery.


(a) No person shall possess a food or beverage container made of glass, crockery, porcelain, china or other similar material within the limits of a park or recreational facility.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 11: Alcoholic Liquor and Beer.


(a) No person shall possess alcoholic liquor other than beer within the limits of a park or recreational facility.


(b) No person shall possess beer within the limits of a park or recreational facility between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and the time said facility opens to the public on the following day.

(c) No person shall sell or offer any alcoholic beverages, including beer, for sale within the limits of a park or recreational facility, except a person with a valid permit to sell beer, duly issued by the State of Connecticut, who is also issued a permit by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations to sell beer within the limits of a park or recreational facility.  A person shall be deemed to have offered alcoholic beverages for sale within the meaning of this section if he offers alcoholic beverages free of charge but charges a fee for paper cups or other containers for delivery or consumption of such beverages.


(d) In any proceeding for a violation of this section involving a motor vehicle, the operator of such vehicle, or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner of such vehicle, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.


(e) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.


(f) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (c) of this section shall be guilty of a Level 4 violation of these Regulations.

Section 12: Organized Games.

(a) No person shall engage in any organized soccer game, football game, baseball game, or other athletic activity other than volleyball, involving five or more people, within the limits of a park or recreational facility without a permit duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations.


(b) In any proceeding for a violation of this section, each participant in any prohibited activity may be cited individually.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 13: Misuse of Pedestrian Traffic Areas.

(a) No person shall utilize any walkway, sidewalk, driveway, parking lot or other improved public access area, intended for pedestrian or vehicular traffic, for any activity which interferes with the free flow of such traffic, or which poses a hazard to such traffic, within the limits of any park or recreational facility.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 14: Playing Golf Prohibited.


(a) No person shall strike a golf ball within the limits of any park or recreational facility, or strike a golf ball in such a way as to cause it to fall within said limits.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 1 violation of these Regulations.

Section 15: Operation of Motor Vehicles.

(a) No person shall operate or park any motor vehicle upon any grass area, sidewalk, walkway, beach or other area within the limits of a park or recreational facility not specifically designated or set aside for the operation of motor vehicles.  Operation or parking of a motor vehicle upon any portion of Cove Island without a permit to do so duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations, other than a commercial delivery vehicle delivering to a destination on Cove Island, vehicles operated by specially-authorized City employees, or certain vehicles officially designated by Sound Waters as may be permitted by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations, shall constitute a violation of this section.


(b) In any proceeding for a violation of this section involving a motor vehicle, the operator of such vehicle, or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner thereof, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator; and the discovery of a motor vehicle parked in an area in which operation is prohibited shall be prima facie evidence that such vehicle was operated in such area.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 16: Repair or Washing of Motor Vehicles.

(a) No person shall engage in the repair, washing, waxing or other maintenance or upkeep of a motor vehicle within the limits of a park or recreational facility except emergency repairs to a disabled vehicle sufficient to restore its mobility.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 1 violation of these Regulations.


(c) In any proceeding for a violation of this section, the operator of the vehicle or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner thereof, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.

Section 17: Wildlife.


(a) No person shall intentionally or recklessly harass any wild bird or animal within the limits of any park or recreational facility.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 18: Launching and Retrieval of Boats.


(a) No person shall launch or retrieve a boat from the launching ramps at Cove Island Park or Cummings Park except boats which have been assigned an authorized slip at the respective Marinas, or otherwise by permission of the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations.


(b) No person shall launch or retrieve a boat from the launching ramp at West Beach without a valid permit issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations.


(c) The Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations shall be authorized to set separate permit fees for the use of the West Beach launch ramp for Stamford residents, Connecticut residents who are not Stamford residents, out of state residents, and commercial entities.


(d) In any proceeding for a violation of this section where the individual launching the boat cannot be identified, and involving a boat, motor vehicle or trailer with a registration number or other traceable ownership record, the registered owner of such boat, trailer or motor vehicle shall be deemed, prima facie, to be the violator, and in the event that the boat and vehicle are registered to different persons, either or both may be charged with a violation of this section.


(e) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 4 violation of these Regulations.

Section 19: Unattended Boats.


(a) No person shall leave any boat unattended within the limits of any park or recreational facility, or on or attached to any dock or launching ramp appurtenant thereto, other than a boat in its assigned slip in a marina, or at docks posted with regulations permitting boats to be tied up for a defined period as set forth on the sign, and then only for the purpose and period of time set forth thereon; or otherwise by permission of the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations.


(b) In any proceeding for a violation of this section, the operator of such boat, or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner of such boat, shall be deemed prima facie to be the violator.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.


(d) Any boat left unattended for more than 24 hours may be impounded by the City of Stamford and stored at the owner’s sole risk and expense.

Section 20: Pets.


(a) No person shall permit any dog or other pet to enter or remain upon the beach area of any park or recreational facility.


(b) No person shall allow any dog or other pet to be unleashed or tethered to a tree or other object within the limits of any park or recreational facility.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.


(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to Service Animals actually engaged in providing assistance to persons with disabilities within the meaning of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Section 21: Posted Signs and Warnings.

(a) No person shall disobey any posted sign or warning within the limits of a city park or recreational facility.


(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 22: Bicycle and In-Line Skating Areas.


(a) In any park or recreational facility in which a bicycle lane and/or in-line skating area has been established, no person shall ride a bicycle or engage in in-line skating or roller skating except within the approved lane or area and in conformance with posted signs and pavement markings, and no pedestrian shall walk within the designated bicycle or in-line skating lane or area.

(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 23: Amplified Music.


(a) No person shall play electronically amplified music or other audio within the limits of any park or recreational facility except by permit duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations.  The playing of electronically amplified music or other audio within a stationary motor vehicle with its windows, doors or trunk lid open shall constitute a violation of this section.

(b) In any proceeding for a violation of this section involving a motor vehicle, the operator thereof or, where the operator cannot be identified, the registered owner thereof shall be deemed, prima facie, to be the violator.


(c) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 2 violation of these Regulations.

Section 24: Generators.


(a) No person shall operate an electrical generator within the limits of a park or recreational facility without authorization by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations.


(b) Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

(c) Any generator used in violation of this section, if not immediately removed on demand by an authorized City employee or law enforcement officer, may be impounded and stored at the owner’s sole risk and expense.
Section 25: Swimming in Prohibited Area.


(a) No person shall swim in any area appurtenant to a park or recreational facility where swimming has been prohibited and which has been duly posted with a sign indicating such prohibition, nor shall any person swim or attempt to swim across the boating channels that separate Cummings Park from West Beach or Cove Island from the Cove Park mainland.

(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 26: Areas Requiring Special Permit.


(a) From time to time the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations may designate and post certain areas within any park or recreational facility, such as, but not limited to, the Picnic Pavilion on Cove Island, as “permit-only” areas.


(b) No person shall use any area designated and posted as a “permit-only” area without a permit for such use, duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission or Office of Operations.


(c) In any case in which a person or group with a permit to use a “permit-only” area finds such area already in use by another group without a permit, in addition to any fine imposed pursuant to this section, the unauthorized person or group, and any equipment brought into the “permit-only” location by such person or group, may be removed by an authorized City employee or by a law enforcement officer.


(d) No participant in any event for which a permit has been issued pursuant to this section shall violate any of the terms of such permit.


(e) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 27: Functions Requiring Special Permit.


(a) No person or group shall hold or participate in a mass meeting or public assembly involving twenty people or more in any park or recreational facility without a permit duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations.

(b) No person shall hold or participate in an event within any park or recreational facility at which keg beer is served, except by permit duly issued by the Parks and Recreation Commission and Office of Operations.


(c) No participant in any event for which a permit has been issued pursuant to this section shall violate any of the terms of such permit.


(d) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Level 3 violation of these Regulations.

Section 28: Fines.


(a) Any person guilty of a Level 1 violation of these regulations shall pay a fine of $35.


(b) Any person guilty of a Level 2 violation of these regulations shall pay a fine of $100.


(c) Any person guilty of a Level 3 violation of these regulations shall pay a fine of $150.


(d) Any person guilty of a Level 4 violation of these regulations shall pay a fine of $250.


(e) When the Municipal Citation is used in lieu of the state Infractions Complaint to cite a violation of these Regulations, the Amount Due for each violation shall be the same as the calculated Amount Due provided in the then-current State of Connecticut Infractions Schedule for the same violation, including all fees and surcharges.
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