Notice is hereby given that the Legislative & Rules Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Monday, January 23, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider the following proposed ordinance approved for publication at the January 9, 2006 regular meeting of the 27th Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford. Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL

AMENDING CHAPTER 220, ARTICLE IV,

SENIOR CITIZENS TAX ABATEMENT,

SECTION 220-8 ELIGILITY REQUIREMENTS,

TO INCREASE THE QUALIFYING INCOME LIMIT AND

TO ALLOW ELIGIBLE DISABLED HOMEOWNERS

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM
WHEREAS, Article IV of the Code of Ordinances provides a program of tax relief to senior citizens who meet certain criteria; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Finance recommended an increase to the qualifying income limit from $50,000 for a single resident and $60,000 for a married resident to $65,000 for a single resident and $80,000 for a married resident; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Finance recommended an increase in the net worth for tax criteria from $100,000 for a single resident and $120,000 for a married resident to $200,000 for a single resident and $250,000 for a married resident in the tax abatement program, and an increase from $250,000 to $350,000 in the tax deferral program; and

WHEREAS, Section 12-129n of the Connecticut General Statutes provides that said program of tax relief may also be provided to permanently and totally disabled homeowners; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Representatives believes that it is in the best interest of the citizens of Stamford to increase the qualifying income limit in order to provide tax relief to a greater number of seniors and to offer this program of tax relief to such disabled property owners.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT:

Chapter 220, Article IV, Section 220-8, of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by the following.

Sec. 220-8. Eligibility requirements. 7.1


To be eligible for the real property tax relief provided herein, an applicant shall meet the following requirements:

A.   State of Connecticut basic statutory requirements pursuant to C.G.S. § 12-129n.

(1) An applicant shall be a resident of Stamford and

(a) sixty-five (65) years of age or over, or a resident whose spouse, living with said resident, is sixty-five (65) years of age or over, or a resident sixty (60) years of age or over and the surviving spouse of a taxpayer qualified in Stamford under this Article at the time of his or her death, whose: or
(b) under age sixty-five (65) and eligible in accordance with applicable federal regulations to receive permanent total disability benefits under Social Security, or have not been engaged in employment covered by Social Security and accordingly have not qualified for benefits there under, but have become qualified for permanent total disability benefits under any federal, state or local government retirement or disability plan, including the Railroad Retirement Act and any government-related teacher’s retirement plan, in which requirements with respect to qualifications for such permanent total disability benefits are comparable to such requirements under Social Security.

(2) Such residents or their spouses eligible under subsection 1 (a) or (b) above, shall:

(a) Real property is owned and occupied as a principal residence by the applicant own and occupy the subject real property as a principal residence; or 

(b) Real property for which such resident or spouse, as life tenant or tenant for years, is be liable for taxes for the subject real property under C.G.S. § 12-48; or

(c) Residency reside in a cooperative unit owned and occupied by the applicant as a principal residence.

(3) Further, such residents or their spouses, eligible under Ssubsections A(1) and (2) above, shall:
(a) have been taxpayers of Stamford for one (1) year immediately preceding their receipt of tax benefits under this Article; and
(b) shall meet the additional local eligibility requirements established below.

B.   Additional local eligibility requirements promulgated pursuant to C.G.S. § 12-129n(a).

(1)
The maximum income allowable during the calendar year preceding the year in which application is made for local tax relief shall be:

(a) Fifty Sixty-five thousand dollars ($5065,000.00) for a single resident.
(b) Sixty Eighty thousand dollars ($680,000.00) for a married resident or qualified spouse.

(2)
With respect to subsection 220-9.A, the net worth of an unmarried resident shall not exceed one two hundred thousand dollars ($1200,000.00), or, if married, of a resident and his or her spouse, shall not exceed one hundred twenty two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($12250,000.00) exclusive of an exemption of six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000.00) on the fair market value of the residence for which the tax relief is sought.

(3)
With respect to subsection 220-9.B, the net worth of an unmarried resident or, if married, of a resident and his or her spouse shall not exceed two three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($2350,000.00), exclusive of an exemption of six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000.00) on the fair market value of the residence for which the tax relief is sought.

Attest:  James Diamond, Chair, Legislative & Rules Committee


Arthur Layton, Vice Chair, Legislative & Rules Committee 

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives

Notice is hereby given that the Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, January 25, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider the following proposed ordinance approved for publication at the January 9, 2006 regular meeting of the 27th Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford. Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL

CONCERNING LANDLORD IDENTIFICATION

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT:

Pursuant to Public Act 05-223, the Code of Ordinances of the City of Stamford is hereby amended to include the following.

I.
DEFINITIONS

As used in this section, “address” means a location as described by the full street number, if any, the street name, the city or town, and the state, and not a mailing address such as a post office box, “dwelling unit” means any house or building, or portion thereof, which is rented, leased or hired out to be occupied, or is arranged or designed to be occupied, or is occupied, as the home or residence of one or more persons, living independently of each other, and doing their cooking upon the premises, and having a common right in the halls, stairways or yard, and “agent in charge” means one who manages real estate, including, but not limited to, the collection of rents and supervision of property.

II.
IDENTIFICATION OF NON-RESIDENT OWNER OR AGENT REQUIRED

a. Each nonresident owner of occupied or vacant rental real property in the City of Stamford shall maintain on file in the office of the Director of Health the current residential address of the nonresident owner of such property, if the owner is an individual, or the current residential address of the agent in charge of the building, if the nonresident owner is a corporation, partnership, trust or other legally recognized entity owning rental real property in the state.  If such residential address changes, notice of the new residential address shall be provided by such nonresident owner or agent in charge of the building to such municipal office not more than twenty-one days after the date that the address change occurred.  If the nonresident owner or agent fails to file an address under this section, the address to which the municipality mails property tax bills for the rental real property shall be deemed to be the nonresident owner or agent’s current address.  Such address may be used for compliance with the provisions of subsection (c) of this section.

b.
Service of municipal orders relating to maintenance of such rental real property or compliance with state law and local codes concerning such real property directed to the nonresident owner or agent at the address on file, or deemed to be on file in accordance with the provisions of this section, shall be sufficient proof of service of notice of such orders in any subsequent criminal or civil action against the owner or agent for failure to comply with the orders.  The provisions of this section shall not be construed to limit the validity of any other means of giving notice of such orders that may be used by the City of Stamford.

III.
VIOLATION AND PENALTY

A.  Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall have committed an infraction. 

B.  Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall pay a civil penalty of $250.00 for the first violation and $1,000.00 for any subsequent violation.  Any person who is assessed a civil penalty pursuant to this ordinance may appeal therefrom to the Superior Court.  An appeal shall be instituted not later than thirty days after the mailing of notice of such assessment by filing a petition to reopen assessment, together with an entry fee in an amount equal to the entry fee for a small claims case pursuant to section 52-259 of the general statutes, at the Superior Court facility designated by the Chief Court Administrator, which shall entitle such person to a hearing in accordance with the rules of the judges of the Superior Court.

IV.


The requirements of this section shall be in addition to and not in place of any other provisions of the municipal code.

This ordinance shall take effect upon enactment.

Attest:  Harry Day, Chair, Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee


Patrick White, Vice Chair, Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee 

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives

