Notice is hereby given that the Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider a proposed resolution 1) approving the transfer of title of the Old Town Hall (175 Atlantic Street) from the City of Stamford to The Old Town Hall Redevelopment Agency; and 2) authorizing the Mayor to execute a lease agreement for the leasing of 74 city-owned parking spaces for $1 at the Bell Street Garage.   Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

Attest:  Harry Day, Chair, Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee


Patrick White, Vice Chair, Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee 

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives

Notice is hereby given that the Land Use Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Stamford Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut to consider the following proposed ordinances approved for publication at the October 1, 2007 Regular Board Meeting. Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

PROPOSED ORDINANCE  SUPPLEMENTAL

TRANSFERRING OVERSIGHT OF THE MILL RIVER PARK FROM THE  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION TO THE MILL RIVER COLLABORATIVE 

WHEREAS, the Mill River Collaborative (“Collaborative”) was formed in 2002 to promote and assist in the restoration, maintenance and management of the Mill River Park (“Park”); and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to work cooperatively with the Collaborative to enable the Collaborative to supplement existing City services at the Park in order to foster greater public interest in and awareness of passive and active, public recreation uses at the Park; and

WHEREAS, the Collaborative is willing to assume substantial responsibility for the restoration, maintenance and management of the Park by repairing and making capital improvements to Park areas, facilities and structures and sponsoring recreational initiatives and public events in a manner that is complementary to and consistent with the Mill River Corridor Plan; and  

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Commission is charged with the duty of  overseeing public parks and park facilities in the City of Stamford pursuant to Section C6-120-2 of the Stamford Charter and Code of Ordinances; and  

WHEREAS, Section C6-120-4 of the Stamford Charter and Code of Ordinances provides that “the Board of Representatives, by ordinance, may supersede the provisions of the Charter concerning the existence, organization or duties of the Parks and Recreation Commission”; and

WHEREAS, the transfer of oversight over the Park from the Parks and Recreation Commission is necessary in order to allow the Collaborative to raise sufficient funds to cover the cost of assuming said responsibility for the restoration, maintenance and management of Park;     

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT:

Pursuant to Section C6-120-4 of the Charter and Code of the City of Stamford, the following ordinance is adopted:  

The powers and duties of the Parks and Recreation Commission to oversee the use of the Mill River Park shall be transferred to and assumed by the Mill River Collaborative in accordance with terms and conditions of an agreement to be entered into between the City and the Mill River Collaborative, effective as of the date of such agreement and continuing until the termination date of said agreement or the date of termination of any extension thereof, or the date of termination for any other reason.  Upon termination of such agreement, said powers and duties shall immediately be transferred to and vest with the Board of Representatives.

This ordinance shall take effect upon the effective date of any such agreement entered into between the City and the Mill River Collaborative.

(COPIES OF THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE MILL RIVER COLLABORATIVE REFERENCED ABOVE ARE AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICES OF THE BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES, STAMFORD GOVERNMENT CENTER, 888 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, 4TH FLOOR, STAMFORD, CT, TEL 203-977-4024 OR CAN BE ACCESSED AT WWW.BOARDOFREPS.ORG.) 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE  SUPPLEMENTAL
AMENDING SECTION 21-1 OF THE STAMFORD CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ALLOW THE MILL RIVER COLLABORATIVE TO NAME PARK AREAS, FACILITIES AND STRUCTURES LOCATED IN THE MILL RIVER PARK  

WHEREAS, the Mill River Collaborative (“Collaborative”) was formed in 2002 to promote and assist in the restoration, maintenance and management of the Mill River Park (“Park”); and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to work cooperatively with the Collaborative to enable the Collaborative to supplement existing City services at the Park in order to foster greater public interest in and awareness of passive and active, public recreation uses at the Park; and

WHEREAS, the Collaborative, pursuant to an agreement to be entered into with the City (the “Agreement”), is willing to assume substantial responsibility for the restoration, maintenance and management of the Park by repairing and making capital improvements to Park areas, facilities and structures and sponsoring recreational initiatives and public events in a manner that is complementary to and consistent with the Mill River Corridor Plan; and  

WHEREAS, Section 21-1 of the Stamford Code of Ordinances provides that “proposals to change the name of existing city-owned streets, parks and facilities or portions thereof and newly-acquired city-owned parks and facilities or portions thereof shall be submitted for final approval to the Board of Representatives by the board, commission or department or other entity occupying or having jurisdiction over such street, park or facility or portion thereof”; and 

WHEREAS, the Collaborative has determined that the ability to name areas, facilities and structures located within the Park is critical to attracting and securing financial commitments and donations from its financial donors and supporters in order to finance and defray the costs of its undertakings with respect to the Park;    

WHEREAS, the Collaborative is seeking to be exempted from compliance with said section to enable it to raise said commitments and donations for the purposes set forth herein; and

WHEREAS, provisions governing the naming of Park areas, facilities and structures shall be set forth in the Agreement;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT:

Section 21-1 of the Stamford Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as follows: 

Proposals to change the name of existing city-owned streets, parks and facilities or portions thereof and newly-acquired city-owned streets, parks and facilities or portions thereof shall be submitted for final approval to the Board of Representatives by the board, commission or department or other entity occupying or having jurisdiction over such street, park or facility or portion thereof.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Mill River Collaborative, in relation to its assumption of substantial responsibility for the operation of Mill River Park pursuant to an Agreement between it and the City, shall be exempted from compliance with this section effective as of the effective date of such Agreement, until the termination date of said Agreement or the date of termination of any extension thereof, or the date of termination thereof for any other reason.  

This ordinance shall take effect upon the effective date of any such Agreement is entered into and executed by the Mayor.  

(COPIES OF THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE MILL RIVER COLLABORATIVE REFERENCED ABOVE ARE AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICES OF THE BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES, STAMFORD GOVERNMENT CENTER, 888 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, 4TH FLOOR, STAMFORD, CT, TEL 203-977-4024 OR CAN BE ACCESSED AT WWW.BOARDOFREPS.ORG.) 


Attest:  Harry Day, Chair, Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee


Patrick White, Vice Chair, Land Use-Urban Redevelopment Committee 

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives
Notice is hereby given that the Housing-Community Development-Social Services Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, October 16, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider the following proposed ordinance approved for publication at the October 1, 2007 Regular Board Meeting. Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL

AMENDING CHAPTER 146, HOUSING STANDARDS
ARTICLE V, COMMERCIAL LINKAGE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

SECTION 67 CREATION OF A COMMERCIAL LINKAGE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM

Chapter 146-67 is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 146-67. Creation of a commercial linkage affordable housing program. 


To assist in the generation of financial incentives and resources to assist in the creation of affordable housing for persons and families of low and moderate income levels, a Commercial Linkage Affordable Housing Program is hereby created. Said program shall be administered by the City of Stamford Department of Land Use Administration in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes, § 8-2i(b) and § C6-40-1 of the Stamford City Charter, as said sections may be amended from time to time.
A.   Generation and calculation of commercial linkage fees for inclusion in Stamford Housing Development Fund.    

On an annual basis, a Linkage Share determined to be 5% of building permit fees collected by the City of Stamford Building Inspection Department for repair, additions, alterations and renovations to commercial buildings and for construction of new mercantile, business and industrial buildings, shall be deposited into the City of Stamford Housing Development Fund, or to such other segregated fund devoted solely for affordable housing purposes as established by the City of Stamford Department of Administration.  The fund shall be utilized for site acquisition and development for the construction and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing for low and moderate income persons and families.  This fund shall be included in the municipal budget process as described in Section C8-30-1, to Section C8-30-7 of the Stamford City Charter.

[1.   A Linkage Share of building permit fees collected by the City of Stamford Building Inspection Department for the repair, alteration or renovation of existing commercial structures, and for the construction of new mercantile, business and industrial buildings in Stamford above an established threshold will hereafter be designated for affordable housing purposes. Such threshold will initially be established at $2.5 million (Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars) for the 2005-2006 fiscal year and will thereafter be increased based on the consumer price index for all urban consumers, New York Region, as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in March of each year. Any changes to this threshold will require approval by two-thirds of the members of the Board of Representatives.]
[2.   On an annual basis, the Commercial Share of building permit fees will be determined by adding the total amounts of building permit fees collected by the City of Stamford Building Inspection Department on an annual basis for additions, alterations and renovations to commercial buildings and for new mercantile, business and industrial buildings, and dividing this sum by the total of all building permit fees collected annually. The Commercial Share of all building permit fees collected annually will be applied to the excess of the total building permit fees annually collected over the established threshold. The lesser of 50% of the sum thereby derived or an amount determined through the municipal budget process as described in Section C8-30-1, to Section C8-30-7 of the Stamford City Charter will be deposited into the City of Stamford Housing Development Fund, or to such other segregated fund devoted solely for affordable housing purposes as established by the City of Stamford Department of Administration, to be utilized for site acquisition and development for the construction and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing for low and moderate income persons and families.]
B. Authorized uses of linkage fees.  The Commercial Linkage Fees generated pursuant to this article shall be utilized for the following authorized purposes:  

1.   Creation of affordable housing units.  To encourage the development of affordable housing through a variety of means including, but not limited to, the provision of favorable financing terms to developers of affordable housing, or by means of the direct write-down of costs for non-profit developers of affordable housing, or to subsidize the acquisition of sites, existing structures or designated affordable housing units which comprise a portion of a larger development containing housing which is not deemed affordable to persons of low and moderate income.  

2.   Multi-family rehabilitation program.  To finance the rehabilitation, repair, renovation or alteration of existing and deteriorated multi-family residential properties in a manner that preserves the affordability of dwelling units within such properties through interest rate subsidies, loan guarantees or the direct write-down of project costs. Multi-family housing owned and operated by nonprofit entities that ensure maximum long-term affordability shall receive priority funding consideration.  

3.   Limited Equity Cooperative or Condominium Conversion Properties.  To assist in the acquisition, rehabilitation, repair, alteration or renovation of residential properties deemed appropriate for conversion to a "common interest community" as defined pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, § 47-202(7).  

4.   Home ownership assistance.  To assist persons and families of low and moderate income with the financing of the purchase, repair or renovation of affordable housing through low interest loans or local grants. The administration of such loans or grants will be conducted by the City of Stamford Department of Community Development.  

The specific manner in which Commercial Linkage Fees generated by this article and designated for affordable housing purposes are to be utilized, including the amount of any expenditure of Commercial Linkage Fees is to rest within the sole discretion of the Mayor of the City of Stamford in accordance with the municipal appropriations process and after consultation with the Housing/Community Development/Social Services Committee of the Board of Representatives.

C.   Exemptions.    

[1.   Enterprise Zone Properties.  For the purpose of implementing this article, the building permit fees collected from the construction of new commercial structures, or from the repair, renovation or alteration of existing commercial structures located within the Enterprise Zone established pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 117 of the Stamford Code of Ordinances will be exempt from the calculation of Commercial Linkage Fees as set forth in subsection A above. ] 

[2.   Mixed use development.  In the case of any mixed use commercial development, a portion of which is devoted to commercial uses and another portion of which is devoted to residential uses, for the purpose of calculating Commercial Linkage Fees generated from such development in accordance with subsection A above, that portion of such mixed use development devoted to residential uses, calculated on a percentage basis relative to the entire project, is exempt from such calculation. The calculation of the percentage of a project devoted to commercial uses and to residential uses, respectively, shall be the responsibility of the Department of Land Use Administration. Said Department may request of any other municipal employee, agency, board of commission any information or material relevant to the issue of what portion, or portions, of a mixed use development project are devoted to commercial, industrial or business uses, as opposed to residential uses.]

[3.  ]Governmental projects.  Any construction projects being developed by, or on behalf of, any federal, state or local governmental entity will be exempt from the calculation of Commercial Linkage Fees as set forth in subsection A above.  

Attest:  Elaine Mitchell, Chair, Housing-Community Development-Social Services Committee
Philip Giordano, Vice Chair, Housing-Community Development-Social Services Committee
Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives


Notice is hereby given that the Legislative & Rules Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 22, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider two resolutions: 1) renewing a lease agreement between the City of Stamford and St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church for the Board of Education’s operation of an alternate high school at 1231 Washington Boulevard; and 2) renewal of a sublease agreement between the City and The Yerwood Center, Inc. for the Board of Education’s operation of an alternate high school at 90 Fairfield Avenue.   Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

Attest:  James Diamond, Chair, Legislative & Rules Committee


Arthur Layton, Vice Chair, Legislative & Rules Committee 

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives

Notice is hereby given that the State & Commerce Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, October 24, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Republican Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider the following proposed ordinance approved for publication at the October 1, 2007 Regular Board Meeting. Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
CONCERNING ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENERGY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 


Whereas, Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-32g(9) – (24) authorizes any municipality, by vote of its legislative body, to establish an Energy Improvement District within such municipality; and, 


Whereas, the City will benefit from the establishment of such an Energy Improvement District, insofar as it will increase the efficiency and reliability of energy sources and further the interests of commerce and industry within such District; and, 


Whereas, the cost of business interruption and equipment damage due to power fluctuations and outages is particularly high and potentially life- threatening; and, 

Whereas, it is in the bests interests of the City to take local control of electric power via the establishment of such Energy Improvement District;  and, 

Whereas, the City wishes to promote the planning, development, funding, acquisition, purchase, construction, reconstruction, improvement, extension and operation of energy improvement district resources as set forth in Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-32g(9) – (24),
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT: 


Sec. 1.   Establishment of Energy Improvement District.


In accordance with Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-32g(9) – (24), there is hereby established the City of Stamford Energy Improvement District within and for the area more particularly defined in Schedule A attached hereto and made a part hereof to be created and operated according to the procedures set forth in said statute.


Sec. 2.   Definitions.


In the interpretation hereof, the following words and terms shall be taken to include the following meanings when context shall require or permit:


a)  The term “Board” shall mean the Energy Improvement District Board created by this ordinance and as more particularly set forth in Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-32g(9) – (24) ;


b)  The term “District” shall mean the District Energy Improvement District as outlined in Schedule A-Map:


c)  The term “Energy Improvement District Distributed Resources” shall mean one or more of the following as defined in CGS Section 16-1:


(i)         Customer-side distributed resources; 

(ii) Grid-side distributed resources;

(iii)       Combined heat and power systems; 


(iv)       Class III renewable energy sources; and


(v)        Microgrids, as defined in (g) below.


d)  The term “Ex Officio” shall mean a non-voting member;


e)  The term “State Agency” shall mean the State of Connecticut, any department of, or corporation agency, or instrumentality thereof, heretofore, of or hereafter created, designated, or established by the State of Connecticut


f)  The term “Federal Agency” shall mean the United States of America, and any department of or corporation, agency, or instrumentality thereof, or hereafter created, designated or established by the United States of America.


g)  The term “Microgrid” shall mean small, locally controlled electric systems interconnected with electric distribution company facilities;


h)  The term “Project” shall mean the acquisition, purchase, construction, reconstruction, improvement or extension of one or more energy improvement district distributed resources.


i)     The term “Purchaser” shall mean any person or entity that enters a contract to purchase power from the District.


Sec. 3.  Board of the Energy Improvement District .

a) The Board of the District shall consist of a minimum of five (5) voting members.  The Mayor shall be a member of the Board and serve as its Chairperson.  The Board members shall serve without compensation, except for reasonable and necessary expenses. The Mayor may appoint a designee.

b) Members appointed by the Mayor shall number no more than four and shall initially be appointed for terms as follows: Two members shall have terms of two years, and two members shall have terms of four years. At the expiration of such terms, each member shall be appointed for a term of four years. Members appointed by the Mayor shall be approved by the Board of Representatives.

c) The Board may expand to include Purchasers.


Sec. 4.  Powers and Duties of the Board.


The powers and duties of the Board are those set forth in Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-32(g) 11 – (g) 24.  Additionally, the Board shall issue an annual report of its yearly activities and financial statement.


Sec. 5.   Bonding.  


The Board shall have the power to issue and secure bonds as more particularly set forth in Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-32(g) 12 and (g) 13. Such bonds will be the obligation of the Board and not the City of Stamford.


Sec. 6.  District Properties.


The properties included in the District shall be bounded and described as set forth in Schedule A-Map annexed hereto and made a part hereof.


Sec. 7.  Regulations by the Board.


The Board may make and enforce any reasonable regulations which it may determine necessary for the planning, development, funding, acquisition, purchase, construction, reconstruction, improvement, extension and operation of the District’s facilities, provided that such regulations are consistent with federal, state and local statutes, ordinances, rules and regulations, as may be amended from time to time.  


Sec. 8.  Effective Date.


This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon enactment.    


Sec. 9.  Separability.


If any section, dissection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to unconstitutional or invalid in accordance with Federal or State law, such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions.

This ordinance shall take effect upon enactment.

Attest:  Paul Esposito, Chair, State & Commerce Committee

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives
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