Notice is hereby given that the Public Safety & Health Committee of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford will hold a public hearing on Thursday, September 27, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. in the Democratic Caucus Room, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, to consider the following proposed ordinance approved for publication at the September 4, 2007 Regular Board Meeting. Anyone wishing to be heard is invited to attend and speak.  Printed copies are available for inspection in the office of the Board of Representatives, 4th Floor, Government Center, 888 Washington Boulevard, Stamford, Connecticut or at www.boardofreps.org.  
PROPOSED ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTAL

AMENDING CHAPTER 70, ARTICLE I,

BURGLAR AND FIRE ALARMS,

SECTION 70-5 “UNINTENTIONAL OR FALSE ALARMS,”

TO ELIMINATE THE PERIODIC REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT FOR ALARM SYSTEMS

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT:

Chapter 70, Article I, Section 70-5 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by the following.

Sec. 70-5.  Unintentional or false alarms.

(1)
All commercial and residential properties that are either existing or properly approved by the city for new construction are required to register that alarm system with the City of Stamford, in a manner and on a form determined by the Alarm Administrator. [Said registration period shall exist for 36 consecutive months from the initial date of registration.] Property owners are required to notify the Alarm Administrator of changes to alarm registration information within thirty days of such changes.  Such registration shall have no cost for the alarm user.
(2)
If either the Police Department or any of the Fire Departments organized within the City of Stamford shall respond to an alarm and the property is not registered, the alarm user of record, for that location, will be fined $90.00 for failing to register. Additionally, if the activation of the alarm is determined to be an unintentional or false alarm the alarm user will be fined $90.00 for triggering a False Alarm. Such fine shall be issued and determined by the Alarms Administrator or an established designee. No unregistered alarm user shall be entitled to the relief referred to for First Time False Alarm Users regarding their First False Alarm.
(3)
When any alarm is reported by an alarm company to any emergency telephone number of the City of Stamford, that alarm company must provide the name and address of the alarm user of record, along with other information required to assist in responding to the alarm.
(4)
All commercial and residential alarm users that are properly registered with the City of Stamford shall not be fined for their first occurrence of a False Alarm that occurs during [their Annual Registration Period] any particular calendar year.  All users that experience a second False Alarm or more thereafter, during the same [registration period] calendar year shall be fined $90.00 for each False Alarm response or activation.
(5)
The Alarm Administrator shall notify the alarm user of record of any false alarm charges by mail. Said notification process shall advise the alarm user of the appeal process as stated in Sec. 70-6 and, if the charge is for a false alarm from an unregistered alarm, of the registration requirement described in this section.
(6)
The Alarm Administrator shall notify the alarm user of record within forty-five (45) days of the false alarm. If said notification is not made within forty-five (45) days, there shall be no charge for the alarm, and the alarm shall not be counted as the first unintentional or false alarm within [the registration period] a particular calendar year.
(7)
If the fine for an unintentional or false alarm is not paid within (60) days of notification by the Alarms Administrator, a late penalty of 25% of the fine shall be assessed for non-payment of said fine.
This ordinance shall take effect upon enactment.

Attest:  Annie M. Summerville, Clerk, 27th Board of Representatives
Richard Lyons II, Chair, Public Safety & Health Committee
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