
From: Sven Erlandson
To: BOR_OfficeStaff; allreps@stamfordct.gov
Subject: LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2026 7:52:58 AM

Greetings~

First, I want to thank you each on the BOR for your work volunteering your time for our city.

Second, as you weigh this vote on the Conservation Commission, I would ask you to consider
a thought.

As a former Lutheran theologian, I was reminded of a fascinating, rather nondescript word in
the Latin, when on a trip this summer out west into nature. 

In the Christian story, John the Baptist got tagged with a particular appellation in the millennia
since his rather unfortunate beheading ending his brief run on earth. He became known as the
“precursor.” Precursor in Latin means “to run before” or “the one who runs before.“ He was,
in Christian theology, the one who ran before the messiah, heralding his coming.

Now, whether you buy into the Christian story or not is irrelevant to the point. 'Precursor’ is a
delightful and rather apropos word to consider when touring the American national parks of
the west and southwest.

The millennia that have run before now, the millions of years running before those. The rivers
that have run before, creating deep gorges so startling that one's brain hasn’t a box to put them
in for categorization. The majestic, proud peoples who have run before on these lands.

And then the sturdy people who have run before us in the last hundred-plus years, who chose
to create these silent sanctuaries, so that we could see them, breathe them and feel them today,
reminded of our insignificance, reminded of our holy obligation to them, but not just them: to
the charming city and town parks and public spaces that pepper our country, as well as our
lovely backyards we tend so assiduously. For, the more one reads the placards and pamphlets
of the grand national parks, the more we realize: 

the fox eats that piece of plastic and dies unable to protect his young;
the hoodoos of Bryce and snowpacks of Glacier recede faster because the winters are
shorter and not as cold;
the little affects the big, and the far affects the near, just as the near impacts the far.

Any walk, swim or breath in nature is an inspiration to act, again and again, as the precursors
that we are solemnly obligated to be, even if the action is a mere picking up of a plastic
wrapper, not walking off-trail, or insisting that another apartment can wait if a legacy tree can
be honored and saved.

What a conservation committee does is run before. We are each precursors. You, the BOR are
precursors. This is a great responsibility you are anointed with. We are not just us. We are not
just our backyards that we defend and squabble over. We are the ones running before, so that
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others after us may have sanctuaries of sacred water, sacred air, sacred animals, sacred trees
on which we depend for far more than we may think about. The sacredness of that air, water,
soil, and tree is not far away but in our yards and city where our dear neighbors live and
breathe. Only a fool or the young think progress without significant conservation is a wise
course.

If I may mix my metaphors, it is not the anchor who wins the relay race. It is the precursor
handing the baton to the one on the next leg of the journey. Each sets up and inspires the next.
You have been handed the baton; do not drop the damn thing. 

Let us as a blessed city be good stewards of our responsibility as precursors. 

Thank you again for your time, efforts, and consideration.

Have a KICKASS day!
 
Peace & laughter,
 
Sven
 
Sven Erlandson, MDiv.
 
Founder & Principal, Badass Counseling®, Manhattan/NYC area
 
Executive Producer and Host of the 2025 #1-ranked Mental Health-Transformation podcast,
“The Badass Counseling Show!” 
 
Author of 8 books, including the Top 10 Amazon Bestsellers: CHEATING SUCKS! and
There’s a Hole in My Love Cup
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:15:06 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Fiona Kolaj <fiona98124@gmail.com>
Date: August 20, 2026 at 9:56:51 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
My name is Fiona Kolaj, I am a district 4 resident writing in my support for the
LU32.009 conservation commission. This establishment would help give proper
attention to enviornmental issues in Stamford, healthy housing, and more. Thank
you. 

Kindly,
Fiona 
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From: Lyle Fishell
To: Board of Representatives
Subject: Conservation Commission
Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2026 4:34:10 PM

To all you fine representatives.

If a creation of a Conservation Commission will protect trees, public open space, and the environment,
the Cove Neighborhood Association will support its creation. We are losing our public open space through
the greed of development and as population rises, we must retain this precious land. Consider the Cove
Island Woods and the perpetuity of this special place for future generations forever. No schools, ball fields
or ice rink, just nature. 

Lyle Fishell
President
The Cove Neighborhood Association
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From: Myra Kreiman
To: Board of Representatives
Subject: Conservation Commission ordinance
Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2026 1:32:44 PM

Dear Board members,

I read the UCONN report on conservation commissions. 

I find the establishment of a Stamford Conservation Commission to be of value
and a beneficial adjunct to our EP board. The Commission members should
have appropriate backgrounds in biology, water conservation, landscape
architecture, etc. to make solid, science based decisions. Our land, tree
and water management are all essential, to my mind, to protect the
environment of North Stamford, and the city as a whole, from the effects
of climate change and rampant development.  

Myra Kreiman Kijek
448 Hunting Ridge Rd.
mkreiman@gmail.com
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:15:22 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Diana Kolaj <d.ianak.olajd.k@gmail.com>
Date: August 19, 2026 at 3:59:02 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿

My name is Diana Kolaj. I’m 23 years old. I came to Stamford from Dublin, 
Ireland, where I grew up in an affordable housing community--with no 
trees.

I remember coming here and thinking Stamford was so lush. I adored my 
surroundings. But within a few years, most mature trees were cut.

My Albanian family had finally afforded to own property. We thought we 
had moved up in life, only for the quality of the East Side to start looking 
more and more like the Dublin neighborhood we left behind.

Board, I grew resentful. I hated the East Side. I hated Stamford for it too.

I felt undignified walking scorching sidewalks and getting into a boiling car. 
I’m still competing with my neighbors for the few shaded parking spots left.

I could take my Irish passport and skedaddle to a European city with 
advanced conservation progress and higher quality of life. But Stamford 
quite literally inspired my environmental arc. 

That doesn’t say much good about Stamford. But today, I’m an ecological 
landscaper and student, quite possibly devoting my life to studying urban 
design. And I’m still here, ultimately because I believe in leaving every 
place better than I found it.

So let me tell you about an affordable housing authority that, in my 
opinion, did just that.
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Charter Oak Communities took an old model of public housing on the 
West Side and replaced it with mixed-income, garden-style communities. 
They didn't just ask, “How many units can we max out?”

They asked: What does this community need? What is its environment 
lacking?

They saw a need for green space, beauty, trees, and fresh food. So 
Fairgate has yards, gardens, playgrounds— and an organic, regenerative 
farm.

I’ve worked at Fairgate Farm since I was 14. I’m not here to endorse 
anything on their behalf. I’m here to show you that affordable housing and 
conservation work are not competing priorities. 

At Fairgate Farm, I’ve watched West Side residents and those all over 
Stamford grow food, learn about pollinators, teach their kids, and build 
community. Lately, I've met younger, new residents who come specifically 
because their newly built apartments don't offer garden plots or big 
enough balconies to put a single plant on.

Fairgate Housing demonstrates that the environment around the home--is 
part of the home. If we say people can’t have both, we are asking them to 
choose between a house and a healthy home. 

This perpetuates inequality; the people with the fewest choices should not 
be the people asked to accept the most environmental disparities.

Please do not pose me as anti-development. I support density. I support 
building up instead of sprawling out. I think a Conservation Commission in 
a growing city could influence urban design: pocket parks, courtyards, 
green roofs, pollinator gardens, and tree protection.

My friends are moving into these apartments, and while I’d like to too, I 
don’t see how it would change my situation. On my shadeless street, at 
least I can garden and support local wildlife. I fear our urban design is 
keeping people stuck in the same environmental burdens; many of the 
newer buildings which sit within environmentally disadvantaged sections 
reproduce similar environmental conditions; little trees, no immediate 
green spaces, and the bare minimum of ornamental, ecologically useless 
landscaping.

I do not believe the narrative that we cannot do better than make the 
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housing affordable. That is a low bar. And I do not believe the 
Conservation Commission challenges whether Stamford builds. This is 
more so about how Stamford builds. 

Can we make meaningful green space part of housing design? Can we 
conserve resources and ecosystems, and even utilize them as part of the 
design?

Fairgate illustrates that development is about more than maximizing what 
fits on a parcel. It is about being a good neighbor.

It is about leaving a place better than you found it--because you have that 
power. Renters don’t. And while many developers are here short-term: 
they build and sell projects, residents live with the changes long-term.

Why not utilize the opportunity of development to synergize with 
conservation work--and improve lives?

Please vote yes.

Thank you.

To our mutual flourishing,
Diana Kolaj
"A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never
sit in."
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: LU32.009 Stamford Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:15:33 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Reina D <reina.dinino@gmail.com>
Date: August 19, 2026 at 3:40:09 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: LU32.009 Stamford Conservation Commission

﻿

Dear City Board Members,

As a Stamford parent, lifelong resident, and teacher in our city, I strongly
support the creation of a Stamford Conservation Commission. I was raised
in the Cove area, and I’ve seen firsthand how important our parks,
coastline, open spaces, and natural habitats are to the character of our
community. Now, as a parent and educator, I see how meaningful these
spaces are for the next generation of Stamford children.

A Conservation Commission would give Stamford an important opportunity to be
proactive, not just reactive, in protecting our natural resources.  By expanding
pollinator and native habitats, addressing invasive species, and strengthening
environmental education and stewardship, I believe our children will be closer
to inheriting a city that values and protects the natural spaces that have been part
of Stamford’s identity for generations.

I respectfully ask that you support LU32.009 and establish a Stamford
Conservation Commission.  Thank you for your time.

Kind Regards,

Reina DiNino
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Mary Ellen Lemay
Hughes, Sheila
Re: sign up to speak
Wednesday, August 19, 2026 6:14:02 PM
i

Good Evening Sheila,
I have attached both my testimony and my 2 page leave behind in support of the creation of the
Stamford Conservation Commission. 

Thank you for submitting this into testimony. 

Sincerely 
Mel

Mary Ellen Lemay
Conservation Director
Aspetuck Land Trust
PO Box 444, Westport, CT 06881
melemay@aspetucklandtrust.org
203-305-3422
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TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 


A Conservation Commission and 20 Years of Sustainable 
Growth 
A case study in how a science-based advisory commission can support robust natural-resource protection while a 
community continues to develop and redevelop. 


THE TRUMBULL EXPERIENCE 


The Conservation Commission did not stop development. It added environmental science, continuity, and natural-
resource expertise to decisions the Town was already making—helping Trumbull protect open space and improve 
stewardship while remaining a growing, nearly built-out community. 


What happened after the Commission was created? 
YEAR DOCUMENTED IMPACT 


2007 Town Council unanimously created the Conservation Commission as a science-based advisory body. 


2009–2011 Commission/GIS working group formed; municipal GIS launched; Pequonnock River watershed planning advanced. 


2012 Town described the Commission as providing environmental-impact recommendations to regulatory land-use boards and 
pursuing Trumbull’s first Natural Resource Inventory. 


2015 Trumbull acquired 68.17 acres across seven parcels for its open-space inventory—evidence that land conservation continued 
alongside development. 


2020 Trumbull’s first Natural Resource Inventory was completed to establish a baseline for development, conservation, and natural-
resource management decisions. 


2022–present Tree replacement, native planting, riparian protection, invasive-species management, land-use guidance, and the 1,000 Trees 
for Trumbull initiative expanded the stewardship role. 


Development continued. 
Trumbull’s own Plan of Conservation and Development describes the town as nearly built out and notes that development continued in 
its office parks. Its planning program has continued to study housing, commercial districts, the mall area, Trumbull Center, and the 
Corporate Park. Current zoning also encourages Low Impact Development practices to reduce the environmental effects of new 
development. 


DEVELOPMENT CONTINUED CONSERVATION CAPACITY GREW 


• Housing and commercial activity 
• Office-park development and reuse 
• Corridor and center redevelopment planning 
• A shift toward redevelopment in a nearly built-out town 


• Open-space acquisition 
• GIS and Natural Resource Inventory 
• Watershed and stormwater planning 
• Tree, native-plant and riparian initiatives 
• Advisory review for land-use boards 
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WHAT TRUMBULL’S EXPERIENCE MEANS FOR STAMFORD 


Conservation and Development Are Not Opposing Goals 
The nearly 20-year Trumbull record shows what an advisory Conservation Commission can add to municipal 
government without becoming another regulatory board. 


1  SCIENCE AT THE TABLE 


A Conservation Commission gives elected officials, land-use boards, and municipal departments access to residents with expertise in 
ecology, forestry, water resources, landscape design, climate resilience, and related fields. 


2  BETTER INFORMATION 


Trumbull’s Commission helped launch GIS and developed the Town’s first Natural Resource Inventory—tools that allow decision-
makers to understand natural resources before making choices about development, conservation, and municipal land. 


3  CONTINUITY ACROSS DEPARTMENTS 


Because natural resources cross jurisdictional lines, an advisory commission can connect Planning & Zoning, Inland Wetlands, Parks, 
Public Works, engineering, elected officials, and community partners around shared environmental priorities. 


4  STEWARDSHIP, NOT JUST PRESERVATION 


The work extends beyond acquiring land. Trumbull’s record includes watershed planning, stormwater and Low Impact Development 
guidance, tree management, native-plant education, riparian protection, invasive-species work, and long-term management of 
municipal open space. 


5  DEVELOPMENT CAN CONTINUE 


An advisory commission does not issue zoning approvals or replace regulatory agencies. Trumbull continued to develop and redevelop 
after 2007 while building a stronger framework for protecting natural systems and improving the environmental performance of land-use 
decisions. 


THE TAKEAWAY FOR STAMFORD 


A Conservation Commission is not a choice between growth and conservation. It is a way to make 
growth, redevelopment, public investment, and stewardship more informed, coordinated, and 
sustainable over the long term. 


A nearly 20-year case study 
In November 2007, the Trumbull Town Council unanimously created the Conservation Commission. The Commission’s public record 
now spans nearly two decades. The Town continues to describe it as a science-based advisory commission serving regulatory land-use 
boards and making recommendations on open space, watershed planning, and natural-resource preservation. 


Selected public sources 
Town of Trumbull — Conservation Commission: trumbull-ct.gov/406/Conservation-Commission • Town of Trumbull — Conservation Commission Timeline, Jan. 31, 
2024 minutes • Town of Trumbull — 2012 Conservation Commission accomplishments • Town of Trumbull — 2020 Natural Resource Inventory presentation to Town 
Council • Town of Trumbull — 2015 acquisition of 68.17 acres of open space • Town of Trumbull — Plan of Conservation and Development; 2025 MS4 Stormwater 
Report • Town of Trumbull — 1,000 Trees for Trumbull 


Prepared as a municipal case study for consideration of a Stamford Conservation Commission. 






Thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening. My name is Mary Ellen Lemay and I am the Conservation Director of the Aspetuck Land Trust. Aspetuck is the Land Trust for the towns of Westport, Weston, Easton, Norwalk, Fairfield, Bridgeport, and Monroe. My Current Address is 1210 Acadia Lane Shelton CT.

  In addition to my career with Aspetuck, I am a former Trumbull Town Council Representative and the chairwoman of the Trumbull Conservation Commission for 17 years. I have a Degree in Biology from Fairfield University, a Master of Environmental Management Degree from the Yale University School of the Environment and an MBA from Fordham University and over 20 years of corporate experience in the biotech industry. 

This evening my focus is on my time on the Trumbull Town Council when I proposed creating the Trumbull Conservation Commission in 2007, the intent was not to create another regulatory agency or to stop development. It was to give the Town something it did not have: a permanent, science-based advisory body focused on the long-term stewardship of its natural resources.

I spearheaded the effort to establish the Commission while serving on the Trumbull Town Council and subsequently served as its chairwoman for 17 years. That experience has allowed me to see not only what we hoped a Conservation Commission might accomplish, but what actually happened over nearly two decades.

Development did not stop in Trumbull. The Town continued to add housing, businesses and major redevelopment projects. What changed was our capacity to understand and protect the natural resources that remained and to incorporate environmental considerations into the decisions the Town was already making.

During those years, Trumbull developed its first Natural Resource Inventory, expanded the use of GIS and environmental mapping, strengthened tree and natural-resource policies, protected additional open space, expanded stewardship of parks and municipal lands, addressed invasive species, promoted sustainable landscaping, and provided environmental expertise to land-use boards and Town departments.

The Commission did not replace Planning and Zoning, Inland Wetlands, Parks, Public Works or the Town Council. We advised them. We brought another set of eyes to the table—eyes focused on forests, wildlife habitat, water quality, soils, trees, open space, biodiversity and the cumulative environmental consequences of decisions made over many years.

That distinction is important.

A Conservation Commission does not have to choose between conservation and economic development. My experience in Trumbull demonstrates that the two can coexist. In fact, as communities become more developed, the need for thoughtful conservation planning becomes greater, not smaller.

Twenty years later, I would make the same decision again.

I strongly encourage Stamford to establish a Conservation Commission—not as another regulatory hurdle, but as a knowledgeable, collaborative and forward-looking advisory partner to help the City grow while protecting the natural systems that make Stamford a healthy and resilient place to live.



Thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening. My name is Mary Ellen Lemay and I am 
the Conservation Director of the Aspetuck Land Trust. Aspetuck is the Land Trust for the 
towns of Westport, Weston, Easton, Norwalk, Fairfield, Bridgeport, and Monroe. My 
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Representative and the chairwoman of the Trumbull Conservation Commission for 17 
years. I have a Degree in Biology from Fairfield University, a Master of Environmental 
Management Degree from the Yale University School of the Environment and an MBA from 
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This evening my focus is on my time on the Trumbull Town Council when I proposed 
creating the Trumbull Conservation Commission in 2007, the intent was not to create 
another regulatory agency or to stop development. It was to give the Town something it did 
not have: a permanent, science-based advisory body focused on the long-term 
stewardship of its natural resources. 

I spearheaded the effort to establish the Commission while serving on the Trumbull Town 
Council and subsequently served as its chairwoman for 17 years. That experience has 
allowed me to see not only what we hoped a Conservation Commission might accomplish, 
but what actually happened over nearly two decades. 

Development did not stop in Trumbull. The Town continued to add housing, businesses 
and major redevelopment projects. What changed was our capacity to understand and 
protect the natural resources that remained and to incorporate environmental 
considerations into the decisions the Town was already making. 

During those years, Trumbull developed its first Natural Resource Inventory, expanded the 
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protected additional open space, expanded stewardship of parks and municipal lands, 
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The Commission did not replace Planning and Zoning, Inland Wetlands, Parks, Public 
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biodiversity and the cumulative environmental consequences of decisions made over 
many years. 
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A Conservation Commission does not have to choose between conservation and 
economic development. My experience in Trumbull demonstrates that the two can coexist. 
In fact, as communities become more developed, the need for thoughtful conservation 
planning becomes greater, not smaller. 
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I strongly encourage Stamford to establish a Conservation Commission—not as another 
regulatory hurdle, but as a knowledgeable, collaborative and forward-looking advisory 
partner to help the City grow while protecting the natural systems that make Stamford a 
healthy and resilient place to live. 
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WHAT TRUMBULL’S EXPERIENCE MEANS FOR STAMFORD 

Conservation and Development Are Not Opposing Goals 
The nearly 20-year Trumbull record shows what an advisory Conservation Commission can add to municipal 
government without becoming another regulatory board. 

1  SCIENCE AT THE TABLE 

A Conservation Commission gives elected officials, land-use boards, and municipal departments access to residents with expertise in 
ecology, forestry, water resources, landscape design, climate resilience, and related fields. 
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Trumbull’s Commission helped launch GIS and developed the Town’s first Natural Resource Inventory—tools that allow decision-
makers to understand natural resources before making choices about development, conservation, and municipal land. 
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The work extends beyond acquiring land. Trumbull’s record includes watershed planning, stormwater and Low Impact Development 
guidance, tree management, native-plant education, riparian protection, invasive-species work, and long-term management of 
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after 2007 while building a stronger framework for protecting natural systems and improving the environmental performance of land-use 
decisions. 

THE TAKEAWAY FOR STAMFORD 

A Conservation Commission is not a choice between growth and conservation. It is a way to make 
growth, redevelopment, public investment, and stewardship more informed, coordinated, and 
sustainable over the long term. 

A nearly 20-year case study 
In November 2007, the Trumbull Town Council unanimously created the Conservation Commission. The Commission’s public record 
now spans nearly two decades. The Town continues to describe it as a science-based advisory commission serving regulatory land-use 
boards and making recommendations on open space, watershed planning, and natural-resource preservation. 
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Town of Trumbull — Conservation Commission: trumbull-ct.gov/406/Conservation-Commission • Town of Trumbull — Conservation Commission Timeline, Jan. 31, 
2024 minutes • Town of Trumbull — 2012 Conservation Commission accomplishments • Town of Trumbull — 2020 Natural Resource Inventory presentation to Town 
Council • Town of Trumbull — 2015 acquisition of 68.17 acres of open space • Town of Trumbull — Plan of Conservation and Development; 2025 MS4 Stormwater 
Report • Town of Trumbull — 1,000 Trees for Trumbull 
Prepared as a municipal case study for consideration of a Stamford Conservation Commission. 
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TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 

A Conservation Commission and 20 Years of Sustainable 
Growth 
A case study in how a science-based advisory commission can support robust natural-resource protection while a 
community continues to develop and redevelop. 

THE TRUMBULL EXPERIENCE 

The Conservation Commission did not stop development. It added environmental science, continuity, and natural-
resource expertise to decisions the Town was already making—helping Trumbull protect open space and improve 
stewardship while remaining a growing, nearly built-out community. 

What happened after the Commission was created? 
YEAR DOCUMENTED IMPACT 

2007 Town Council unanimously created the Conservation Commission as a science-based advisory body. 

2009–2011 Commission/GIS working group formed; municipal GIS launched; Pequonnock River watershed planning advanced. 

2012 Town described the Commission as providing environmental-impact recommendations to regulatory land-use boards 
and pursuing Trumbull’s first Natural Resource Inventory. 

2015 Trumbull acquired 68.17 acres across seven parcels for its open-space inventory—evidence that land conservation 
continued alongside development. 

2020 Trumbull’s first Natural Resource Inventory was completed to establish a baseline for development, conservation, and 
natural-resource management decisions. 

2022–present Tree replacement, native planting, riparian protection, invasive-species management, land-use guidance, and the 1,000 
Trees for Trumbull initiative expanded the stewardship role. 
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Trumbull’s own Plan of Conservation and Development describes the town as nearly built out and notes that development continued in 
its office parks. Its planning program has continued to study housing, commercial districts, the mall area, Trumbull Center, and the 
Corporate Park. Current zoning also encourages Low Impact Development practices to reduce the environmental effects of new 
development. 

DEVELOPMENT CONTINUED CONSERVATION CAPACITY GREW 

• Housing and commercial activity 
• Office-park development and reuse 
• Corridor and center redevelopment planning 
• A shift toward redevelopment in a nearly built-out town 

• Open-space acquisition 
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• Watershed and stormwater planning 
• Tree, native-plant and riparian initiatives 
• Advisory review for land-use boards 
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:15:55 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Rachel Landau Fisher <rachelelandau@gmail.com>
Date: August 19, 2026 at 2:30:02 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
Hi there,

I'm writing in support of creating a Conservation Commission. It would be great
to expand public green spaces and native habitats for pollinators. 

Kind regards,
Rachel

-- 
Rachel Landau Fisher
(she/her/hers)
Cell: 203-722-8658
rachelelandau@gmail.com 
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From: Barratt, Nicola
To: Board of Representatives
Subject: Stamford Conservation Comminssion
Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2026 8:58:33 AM

Hi!
My name is Nikki Barratt. I teach Earth and Environmental Science at UConn Stamford. I am
also a Stamford resident. I would like to speak tonight at the public hearing.
My teaching includes climate resilience and biodiversity. We live in a fantastic place! However
- Sea level in Long Island is rising at one of the highest rates in the country. Prevailing wind
patterns make the air quality in downtown Stamford some of the worst in the country. We need
to act now to preserve our way of life and ensure that future generations continue to thrive.
The courses I teach explore all this data so that students can make informed decisions about
their future- where to work, where to live, what to drive, what to eat. We tour downtown
Stamford noting all the great projects at Mill River Park and completing projects such as
creating pollinator gardens and removal of invasive species in the UConn parking lot adjacent
to the Rippowam (Mill) River. We discuss and see examples of the great work being done by
Veterans groups, the historical society, the City of Stamford, Soundwaters, Save the Sound,
and the Pollinator Pathway. Many students want to do more!
We are in the process of starting an e-corps at the Stamford campus (already established at
Storrs and Avery Point). This will involve placing student interns with local agencies and
organizations working on all types of environmental issues. A Conservation Commission would
greatly aid in this endeavor - serving as a central location for all interested organizations to
mentor, suggest projects and aid in coordination. Please support this important Commission!
Thank you
Nikki Barratt, PhD Environmental Engineering

mailto:nicola.barratt@uconn.edu
mailto:bdreps@StamfordCT.gov
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1255 23rd St. NW, Suite 450    
Washington, DC 20037 

202-452-1100 
                                      humaneworld.org 

August 19, 2026 
 
Stamford Board of Representatives 
Land Use and Redevelopment Committee 
 
Re: Support for LU32.009, an ordinance establishing a Conservation Commission 
 
 
Dear Honorable Representatives, 
 
On behalf of Humane World for Animals, formerly known as The Humane Society of the 
United States, please accept this public hearing testimony in SUPPORT of LU32.009, 
which would establish an advisory Conservation Commission. 
 
A Conservation Commission would provide valuable assistance to the City’s regulatory 
boards in addressing the many current environmental challenges, including, but not 
limited to water quality, tree canopy, air quality, open space, and wildlife habitat. 
 
Open space, wildlife habitat, air and water quality, and trees play an indispensable role 
in our community by providing essential habitat for a wide variety of species that include 
pollinators, birds, reptiles, and mammals of many different species. Trees offer shelter, 
nesting opportunities, protection from predators, and foraging resources for our 
community wildlife- all while supporting the health and biodiversity of the ecosystem in 
which we live. 
 
The Stamford community benefits as well, as proper environmental stewardship plays 
an important role in mitigating climate change through the absorption of carbon dioxide 
and are strongly linked to reduced pollution as they intercept particulate matter and 
absorb gaseous pollutants. They also provide localized resilience and mitigating 
temperature effects when the community experiences sustained heat waves. 
 
While sustaining urban trees (notably, legacy trees) offers a multitude of social benefits 
that include the cooling effects and air pollution reduction, those benefits also extend to 
enhanced safety, increased wellbeing, and higher property values. Studies examining 
the social impacts of urban trees have found associations with lower stress levels, 
improved mental health, better immune function, and increased academic performance. 
Research has also shown that the presence of urban trees enhances public safety, 
especially within public spaces. (For more information, please visit: 



 

   Formerly called the Humane 
Society of the United States and 
  Humane Society International 
 
 

Page 2 of 2 

1255 23rd St. NW, Suite 450    
Washington, DC 20037 

202-452-1100 
                                      humaneworld.org 

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2023/02/the-little-known-physical-and-mental-health-
benefits-of-urban-trees/.) 
 
I respectfully urge your support for this measure, which will promote a greener, 
healthier, and more sustainable Stamford by creating a Commission that would fully 
focus on these vital matters and make informed, science-based recommendations. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

 
 
Annie Hornish     
Connecticut Senior State Director   
Humane World for Animals 
Cell: (860) 966-1819  
Email: ahornish@humaneworld.org 

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2023/02/the-little-known-physical-and-mental-health-benefits-of-urban-trees/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2023/02/the-little-known-physical-and-mental-health-benefits-of-urban-trees/
mailto:ahornish@humaneworld.org


Caution: This email originated from outside our organization. Please be
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:15:43 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Anne Cheng <annekcheng@gmail.com>
Date: August 19, 2026 at 3:39:28 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
Dear Board of Representatives,

I am writing in favor of the Conservation Commission. As a Stamford resident
since 1984, and an environmentalist, I’m aware of our City needing more people
focused on problems we do and will have. Local temperatures and water levels
are rising, heavy rains flood our homes, our trees are being cut, and this
Commission can help City residents prepare for and work to alleviate some of
these crises.
This commission is supported by important City executives. They realize that we
need researchers and stewards for Stamford’s open spaces, wildlife habitats,
pollinator gardens, green infrastructure and education. We need to solve issues
with our air quality and flood mitigation and invasive species, like deer, coyotes
and spotted lantern flies.
Thank you,
Anne Cheng

Anne K. Cheng
MS Ed., MS Instr. Tech. 
-------------------------------------------- 

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


Dear Board of representatives.

We all know that Stamford, like many other towns, faces increasingly complex environmental challenges.
These include, but are not limited to, flooding/drought, air quality, water quality, tree canopy, open
space, wildlife habitat, invasive species, etc.

We have recently learnt of the potential creation of a dedicated Conservation Commission that would
bring together knowledgeable residents to research these issues and provide science-based
recommendations to the City. We also understand this would be an advisory commission, made up of
volunteers - not another regulatory agency.

We want to be clear; we fully support development. We also support keeping taxes down and don't like
adding to bureaucracy.

Therefore, we think it is a very good idea to create this Conservation Commission made up of
volunteering specialists in their respective fields.

Thanks

Willem and Gerda Van Niekerk

27 Briar Woods Trail

Stamford



Caution: This email originated from outside our organization. Please be
careful when clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:16:17 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: ganuzzo@optonline.net
Date: August 18, 2026 at 6:42:55 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing in support of establishing a Conservation Commission. As a Master
Gardener, I am very concerned about our environment. It is necessary to protect
our green space. People are struggling with mental health issues, financial
problems, health issues, etc. We all need healthy spaces in which to relax. It is
important to oversee our green spaces, our water quality, the health of our trees
which provide shade in this climate with ever increasing temperature. If there are
grants to help with maintaining a healthy environment, we should have a
commission to pursue them.
I see no downside to have a commission such as this. Our surrounding towns do.
Why do we not have one?
Thank you
Geraldine Nuzzo

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:17:30 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Joseph Ferraro <jferraroesq@gmail.com>
Date: August 18, 2026 at 9:56:38 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿

Dear Board of Reps,

Please have my comments read into the record at
the Aug. 19th meeting.

I strongly support LU32.009 and the establishment of a
Stamford Conservation Commission. Creating an
advisory commission would give Stamford a dedicated
voice for protecting our natural resources, expanding
pollinator and native plant habitats, strengthening
climate resilience, and pursuing environmental grants
that the city currently misses. Importantly, the
commission would not take authority away from existing
boards or issue permits—it would provide valuable
research, coordination, and proactive conservation
guidance.

I respectfully urge you to approve LU32.009 and help
Stamford become a stronger steward of its environment
for current and future generations.

Best regards,

Joseph Ferraro
48 Eastover Road
Stamford, CT  06905

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


Tue 8/18/2026 9:38 AM

Dear Board of Reps,

Please have my comments read into the record at the Aug.
19th meeting.

I strongly support LU32.009 and the establishment of a
Stamford Conservation Commission. Creating an advisory
commission would give Stamford a dedicated voice for
protecting our natural resources, expanding pollinator and
native plant habitats, strengthening climate resilience, and
pursuing environmental grants that the city currently misses.
Importantly, the commission would not take authority away
from existing boards or issue permits—it would provide
valuable research, coordination, and proactive conservation
guidance. I respectfully urge you to approve LU32.009 and help
Stamford become a stronger steward of its environment for
current and future generations.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Henkind
48 Eastover Rd
Stamford

JH
Jennifer Henkind<jhenkind@gmail.com>   
To:   Board of Reps - All Members

Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
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Tue 8/18/2026 1:37 PM

Dear Board Members,
I support the ordinance establishing a Stamford Conservation
Commission (CAC).  Initially, I had concerns: Do we need another
commission, and could it slow needed housing development in
Stamford?  However, after reviewing the ordinance, the CAC is
purely advisory, and after listening to testimony from the Land Use
Bureau Chief, I now believe these concerns were exaggerated. 

On the other hand, a CAC can perform an important role in
developing a conservation and open space plan to supplement the
recently adopted Comprehensive Plan.  Of particular interest to me,
the CAC could plan for the extension of the Mill/Rippowam
Greenway and trail north from Scalzi Park to the Merritt Parkway as
well as connections to Long Island Sound.

While I fully endorse creating a Stamford CAC, I do have one
concern.  To be most effective, the CAC will require full-time,
dedicated professional staff, and I hope the administration will take
that into account.

Sincerely,
Robin Stein (50-year Stamford resident)
67 Leonard St.
 

RS
Robin Stein<stein.robin.m@gmail.com>   
To:   Board of Reps - All Members

Establishment of a Conservation Commission, LU32.009
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:17:21 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sue Sweeney <ssweeney4440@gmail.com>
Date: August 18, 2026 at 10:01:16 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿I support LU32.009 Conservation Commission. Please vote yes.

Speaking just for my neighborhood, if we had a decent commission of this type in
place,  the environmental damage inflicted on Scalzi Riverwalk, not once but
twice, might have been avoided. As a matter of environmental justice, why
shouldn't hundreds of people who live in the multifamily homes within walking
distance of Scalzi are entitled to healthful benefits of access to nature and
wildlife?   In the Stamford Comp Plan 2035 breakout groups that I attended,
 walkable access to actual nature was given a high priority.  Stamford can do
better than what has been done.

What was done at Scali Riverwalk? Volunteers spent 10 years and 17,000 hours
turning a place people were afraid to walk into a neighborhood asset that raised
local property values. Turtles, egrets, song birds, and other wildlife of all types
were plentiful as was a wide range of colorful  local flora. People particularly
raved about the brilliant red stands of  cardinal flowers lighting up the summer
shade; they loved the adorable baby muskrats and muskrat ducklings. Everyone
photographed the egrets, herons, and snapping turtles.  This project ended
abruptly in 2019 when major damage was done to the north end of the habitat by
City workers without consulting the volunteers, in violation of the Park'
Department's  promises to the volunteers.   This damage was compounded in 2024
when the half-acre wild meadow to the southwest end of the riverwalk was
clearcut, without public notice, driving out the deer, rabbits, muskrats,
dragonflies, monarch butterflies, turtles, mallard ducks and other wildlife that
were depending on the meadow for food and/or habitat. Promises of at least
partial restoration were not kept.

Hopefully, with a commission, at a minimum, drastic and potentially harmful
environmental actions would not be undertaken without a public hearing and an
opportunity for concerned local people to speak out.

Sue Sweeney
District 12

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


Caution: This email originated from outside our organization. Please be
careful when clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:17:06 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Yajaira Gonzalez <g.yajaira623@gmail.com>
Date: August 18, 2026 at 11:23:25 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
I ask for my comments to be read into the record in my absence.

I, am a Stamford resident living on Glenbrook rd for five years now and I see the
potential Stamford has to be the first eco-friendly, self-sustaining city. Having a
dedicated Conservation Commission can significantly help to identify parcels of
land that are vacant, historic and/or unused and transform them into green spaces,
community gardens, etc. to build a sense of community among residents. From
where I live on the east side, the parks that are closest to me are Daskam and
Latham which are very small and both are on busy roads. Then there is Veterans
memorial park which has very little shade and can be dangerous in the summer
heat. Other than that I would have to drive to other parks. The issue is Stamford
residents need community spaces to come together, where activities happen,
where connections are made. Start by focusing on the less-invested areas like the
west, east and south end. To only allow these communal spaces in luxury
buildings creates an accessibility problem. Cities thrive when there are things to
do in that city, not when people are segregated. Let’s build two more community
farms similar to Fairgate Farm. People innately want to help each so let’s give
them those options to build a stronger city. I trust that the
Conservation Commission believes in the mission to bring people together by
providing free green spaces for their community. Let’s create a better Stamford!

Yajaira Gonzalez

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:16:44 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Cynthia Russell <cynthia@clrussell.net>
Date: August 18, 2026 at 2:53:32 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Cc: "Pelliccia, John" <JPelliccia@stamfordct.gov>, Karen Camporeale
<karen@urbanapparel.com>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
To The Members of the Stamford Board of Representatives:

I am writing to express my support for LU32.009 which will establish a Stamford
Conservation Commission. By creating such a commission, the City of Stamford has
the opportunity to have an entity to focus on implementing solutions to climate change
problems. The new commission could evaluate the City’s many green spaces to see if
these spaces could become low maintenance pollinator gardens, and it could also
develop dark sky initiatives for the City-both inexpensive yet incredibly effective options
that address climate change. Municipalities throughout the country have developed
ways to address climate change, and the new commission could learn what others
have found to be successful and bring those methods to Stamford. Additionally, the
new commission would be dedicated to conservation and would supplement and
enhance the environmental work that is already being done by other City boards and
commissions.

I also want to thank those members of the Board of Representatives who have
developed LU32.009. They recognize that Stamford can be stronger, healthier, and
smarter if it has a Conservation Commission.

Thank you for supporting LU32.009.

Sincerely,

Cynthia L. Russell
1374 Rock Rimmon Road

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


Stamford, CT 06903
cynthia@clrussell.net
203-918-4464

mailto:cynthia@clrussell.net


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:18:34 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Evelyn Avoglia <evavoglia@hotmail.com>
Date: August 17, 2026 at 5:21:57 PM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

Please read my comments below into the record of the Wednesday, August
19 the Board of Reps Land Use Committee public hearing regarding
proposed ordinance LU32.009 which would establish a Conservation
Commission.

I am a condo owner and resident of Stamford across the Washington Boulevard
from Scalzi Park. I have been flooded out of my living quarters twice in 26 years
of residence. I fully support the establishment of the Conservation Commission.
Such a body could help Stamford address the complex issues it now faces, such as
the
heat-island effect, public health, flooding, and housing affordability. These are
interconnected challenges--not competing priorities.

Unlike urban sprawl, which fragments forests and wetlands by
building outward, the eco-advantage of high-rises is that they allow us to
build upward, creating more homes with less land. Simultaneously, they can and
should incorporate green roofs, planted courtyards, and tree-lined sidewalks to
live up to their environmental potential.

The Conservation Commission could be proactive rather than reactive. CC
could identify important natural areas and properties worth preserving, draw
attention to underinvested communities & secure the funding for them.

Thank you for your service to all the people who work in, live in, and come to
Stamford. 

Respectfully submitted,

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov
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careful when clicking links or opening attachments.

Evelyn Avoglia, Ph.D.
06905

Sent from my iPhone



Mon 8/17/2026 8:13 AM

Stamford needs a Conservation Commission to work alongside its regulatory

boards to steward local ecosystems and apply for state grants that would

boost the city’s environmental protection, open space preservation, and

climate resilience.

Thank you for your consideration. 
David Moran 
200 Silver Hill Lane 
Stamford 

David A. Moran Healthcare Sales & Marketing (203)968-1066 -
Office (203)249-2443 - Cell
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Mon 8/17/2026 7:58 AM

Stamford needs a Conservation Commission to work alongside its regulatory

boards to steward local ecosystems and apply for state grants that would

boost the city’s environmental protection, open space preservation, and

climate resilience.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Caroline Moran 

200 Silver Hill Lane 

Stamford 
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From: Pollinator Pathway Stamford
To: Board of Reps - All Members; BOR_OfficeStaff
Cc: Blessing, Ralph; Blomstrom, Eleanor; Robert Clausi; Quiñones, Matt
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 17, 2026 10:55:05 AM

Note: Please read into the record during the public hearing. 

Dear Members of the Board of Representatives,

Pollinator Pathway Stamford (PPS) enthusiastically endorses a Stamford Conservation
Commission and we are asking you to support LU32.009. 

PPS is a community organization helping to create corridors of safe habitats and food
sources for birds, bees, butterflies and other pollinators that extends across our city
and into other towns. 

With the alarming decline of bee colonies, a projected 40% of all insect species threatened by
extinction, and the rise of toxic pesticides in lawn and insect control products, we hope to raise
awareness and support sustainable practices for lawns, gardens, trees, and landscapes.

While PPS has successfully partnered with the city on several city gardens and educational
outreach projects, we feel a conservation commission would: 

help transform grassroots pollinator pathways into recognized, town-wide ecological
infrastructure. 
ensure long-term maintenance, institutional memory and protection for planted
corridors. 
create communications for environmental stewardship and practices that bridge the gap
between city boards, environmental groups and the broader public.

This need is shared across city leadership: the Land Use Bureau Chief, the Executive
Director of the Environmental Protection Board, the Director of Operations, and the
Sustainability Coordinator all support establishing a Conservation Commission.

We hope you will support a conservation commission. Thank you for your thoughtful
consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

Melanie Hollas & Becky Collins
Co-chairs, Pollinator Pathway Stamford
www.pollinator-pathway.org/stamford

mailto:pollinatorpathwaystamford@gmail.com
mailto:BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov
mailto:BOR_OfficeStaff@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:RBlessing@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:EBlomstrom@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:bclausi@stamfordct.gov
mailto:MQuinones@StamfordCT.gov
http://www.pollinator-pathway.org/stamford
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From: Greenwich Pollinator Pathway
To: BOR_OfficeStaff
Subject: LU32.009 Stamford Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 17, 2026 9:27:10 PM

Greenwich Pollinator Pathway (GPY) strongly supports LU 32.009 and the effort to
establish a Conservation Commission in Stamford.

GPY was one of Connecticut’s early adopters of the Pollinator Pathway model
through the support of the Greenwich Conservation Commission. Since then, the
Commission and Pollinator Pathway have developed a productive partnership
protecting and restoring natural resources.

Together, we have launched the town-wide NIX Problem Plants campaign to
increase awareness of invasive species and promote better management practices;
incorporated Dark Skies principles into Greenwich’s newly adopted lighting
regulations; and restored native habitat, including a section of Strickland Brook in
the heart of urban Cos Cob, and a demonstration meadow at Binney Park.

The partnership has also supported public education and engagement, including the
installation of a public art mural accompanied by a small educational museum and
an all-native garden at a local bus stop. This project was instrumental in the
adoption of a Resolution making Greenwich a Pollinator Friendly town.

These projects demonstrate what a local conservation commission can make
possible: coordinated stewardship, stronger biodiversity, healthier wildlife habitat,
and greater public awareness of the natural resources that sustain a community.
Together they have provided key data points for Sustainable CT Certification,
which has won Greenwich Silver standing for three consecutive cycles.

Stamford has extraordinary natural assets and would benefit greatly from a
dedicated body focused on protecting, restoring, and strengthening them. I urge you
to support LU 32.009 and establish a Stamford Conservation Commission.

Thank you,

Myra Klockenbrink

Myra Klockenbrink
Co-Chair
Greenwich Pollinator Pathway
718-541-1383

mailto:greenwichpollinatorpathway@gmail.com
mailto:BOR_OfficeStaff@StamfordCT.gov
https://www.pollinator-pathway.org/greenwich


Mon 8/17/2026 8:41 AM

Jessica 

Jessica Morgenthal
914-471-2187
Resilience Gone Wild
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Mon 8/17/2026 5:15 PM

Please read the following, my comments, into the record at the
Wednesday, August 19th meeting.  Thank you!  

Having a Conservation Commission in Stamford will not hurt and
can only help. I do believe that we need this more than ever at
this time. Enabling us to get grants to work on supporting
pollinators, having dark skies to see stars and help birds on their
journeys North and South among other things are things that I
support and I would appreciate all the support you could give to
forming this commission. 

Thank you for your time and hard work!  

Jeanne Waful 
Reynolds Avenue 
Stamford

Get Outlook for Android
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:20:04 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

﻿

From: Kimberly Gustin <kim.p.gustin@gmail.com>
Date: August 17, 2026 at 9:07:38 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov> 
Subject: Support for LU32.009

Dear Board Members,

I am writing as a Stamford resident to express my strong support for LU32.009, 
the ordinance establishing a Stamford Conservation Commission.

I hold an MSc in Ecological Economics and have spent over a decade working in 
consulting and sales roles across the finance and energy sectors. This background 
has given me a close view of how environmental and resource challenges from 
water stress to climate volatility shape decisions communities have to make. 
Stamford is not exempt from these pressures. Flooding, water quality, tree canopy 
loss, invasive species, and climate resilience are already tangible issues in our 
neighborhoods, and they will only grow more complex.

What makes this ordinance sensible is its scope. This is not a new regulatory 
body. It does not duplicate or dilute the authority of the Environmental Protection 
Board, the Planning Board, or the Zoning Board. It is a volunteer advisory 
commission that gives the city something it currently lacks: dedicated capacity 
focused on broader conservation issues and provides clarity and 
recommendations, freeing the EPB to focus on its regulatory mandate.

Every city makes better long term decisions when it has access to organized and 
informed civic expertise. A Conservation Commission would give Stamford 
officials a resource to draw on for tree canopy strategy, greenway and open space 
planning, habitat protection, and public education. These issues directly affect our 
community's health, safety, and property values.

I urge the Committee to vote in favor of LU32.009 and move this ordinance 
forward. Thank you for your time and consideration, and for the work you do on 
behalf of our city.

Respectfully,
Kimberly Gustin

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


Mon 8/17/2026 9:20 AM

Support for LU32.009.  Stamford is the only town in this area that
doesn't have a Conservation Commission.   This needs to be
changed.   Now, more than ever, we need this Commission to assist
with environmental stewardship of this great city.
Thank you 
Mary Verel 

MV
Mary Verel<maryverel@gmail.com>   
To:   Board of Reps - All Members

Caution: This email originated from outside our organization.
Please be careful when clicking links or opening attachments.

Reply Reply all Forward  
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 Archive  Move to  Delete   Report   Reply  Reply all  Forward  



Mon 8/17/2026 7:49 PM

I am very much in support of establishing a Stamford
Conservation Commission—a key step forward for expanding
biodiversity, protecting wildlife habitats, and strengthening our
city’s natural resources.

I hope the Board of Representatives’ Land Use and
Redevelopment Committee during their public hearing on
ordinance LU32.009 to create the commission will find that this
is much needed in Stamford.

Sincerely,
--
Pamela Schmidt-Cavaliero
92 Barmore Drive West
Stamford, CT 06905
203-858-2484

PS
Pamela Schmidt-Cavaliero<pscav1@gmail.com>   
To:   Board of Reps - All Members

Caution: This email originated from outside our organization

LU32.009 Stamford Conservation Commission

 Archive  Move to  Delete   Report   Reply  Reply all  Forward  



Mon 8/17/2026 10:04 PM

I support it.

The fact Stamford currently has no such commission is
embarrassing; we should be leaders!  Stewardship is critical!  We
need an advocate for environment protections and meaningly space
preservation in our communities.   This is undeniable.  Don't vote no;
we expect our Representatives to embrace visionary policies.

Thank you kindly
Scott Hollas,
Stamford - 41 Fairmont Ave

SH
Scott Hollas<shollas@rcn.com>    
To:   Board of Reps - All Members
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From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:19:46 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom Tierney <tptierney@gmail.com>
Date: August 17, 2026 at 10:49:50 AM MDT

﻿

To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov> 
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation CommissionI support the 
creation of a Conservation Commission in Stamford.

Because Stamford does not have a conservation commission we 
frequently miss out on state grants that would boost the city’s 
environmental protection, open space preservation, and climate resilience.

While Stamford’s Environmental Protection Board (EPB) handles 
regulatory permits, the new advisory-only Conservation Commission may 
focus on proactive natural resource conservation research and advisory 
work, including:

Expanding pollinator gardens and native meadow plantings

Inventorying natural resources and open space

Advocating for city and state funding to control invasive 
species and protect wildlife habitats

Implementing Dark Skies initiatives and piloting non-toxic 
rodent control

Enhancing climate resilience, water quality monitoring, and tree 
canopy protection

Collaborating with local organizations to leverage community 
volunteer efforts for environmental stewardship

Tom Tierney
33 4 Brooks Circle, Stamford 

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:21:00 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kate Burt <kategardnerburt@gmail.com>
Date: August 17, 2026 at 6:17:53 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission

﻿
I am submitting these comments in advance of the public hearing for ordinance
LU32.009 on Wednesday August 19th at 7pm. I would like these comments read
into the record. Thank you.

I strongly support LU32.009 and the creation of a Stamford Conservation
Commission. As a Stamford resident for over 40 years, I feel strongly that this
much needed commission would improve the efforts already undertaken to
steward local ecosystems. This advisory commission would help Stamford protect
biodiversity, preserve open space, strengthen climate resilience, and pursue
environmental grants, without duplicating the regulatory authority of existing
boards. Please vote in favor of this important investment in Stamford’s natural
resources and future.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Kate G. Burt

----

Kate Gardner Burt, PhD, RDN, FNAP (she/her/dr)

Professor, Department of Health Promotion and Nutrition Sciences,
Lehman College, Bronx, NY | City University of New York

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Critical Dietetics
Vice President, World Critical Dietetics
Advisory Board, Food + Planet
Cell: 203.912.6146

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov
https://journals.library.torontomu.ca/index.php/criticaldietetics/issue/archive
https://worldcriticaldietetics.org/
https://foodandplanet.org/


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Yes! to a Conservation Committee for Stamford
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:21:50 PM

From: Joseph Francese <francese8084@icloud.com>
Date: August 14, 2026 at 9:12:09 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov> 
Subject: Yes! to a Conservation Committee for Stamford

﻿ Dear Members of the Board of Representatives' Land 
Use and Redevelopment Committee,
We wholeheartedly support the creation of a volunteer 
Conservation Committee.
It is a brilliant, future-oriented idea, the will help meet 
a shared need.
Such a group will be great for the City (and give 
people another reason to want to live here) because its 
long-term guidelines and goals will place it outside the 
two-year election cycle and beyond the reach of the 
career ambitions of any specific politician.
We urge you to pass it, endowing it with a strong 
mission statement, and with clearly defined directives 
so as to encourage participation by individuals who 
sincerely want Stamford to do its part to mitigate the 
impact of climate change and to safeguard the 
environment for our children and our children’s 
grandchildren.

Sincerely,
Joseph and Gina Francese

Springdale 

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Lu32.009
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:22:24 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Robert Essman <mungwha@gmail.com>
Date: August 13, 2026 at 10:27:28 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Lu32.009

﻿With Respect,
I would like to, as a 38 year resident of Stamford, like to voice my approval of the
development of a Conservation Commission. I stand ready to help in any way
possible to forward our policies and actions that will give our children a healthier
future.

This is a small but urgent step forward toward the changes needed in land
stewardship that is lacking across this country.

We inherited healthy lands, but with poor understandings, outright disregard and
even contempt for conservation; coupled with the hubris behind fast pace
unsustainable short term profit making and building we have painted ourselves
into a corner.

For our wonderful inventions and great profits we drained wetlands, built roads,
spread poisons, polluted our water and air, etc. We have created a very unhealthy
environment that needs a Conservation Commission to begin the healing process'
needed.

The only way to condone business as usual, and condone the backward looking
scenario of profit and growth over science based natural law, is to irresponsibly
deny the truthful reality that there is no healthy future for our children in this final
gold rush that we find ourselves living in today.

Robert Essman, Stamford CT.

Caution: This email originated from outside our organization. Please be careful
when clicking links or opening attachments.

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Establishment of Stamford Conservation Commission
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:22:11 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Susan Chapin <carpettea@yahoo.com>
Date: August 13, 2026 at 10:30:27 AM MDT
To: Board of Reps - All Members <BoardOfReps.ALL@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Establishment of Stamford Conservation Commission

﻿
Dear Stamford Board of Representatives,

I am the Connecticut Coordinator of Citizens’ Climate Lobby, a
nonpartisan nonprofit focused on climate and environmental issues, and
am writing in support of the establishment of a Stamford Conservation
Commission.

First, thank-you for all that you do to help our critically important
Connecticut city to grow in community resources, economic development,
and, increasingly, environmental sustainability.  As Stamford achieves its
vision, its influence will extend throughout the Northeast.  It will be an
economic and creative powerhouse that lasts far into the future,
demonstrating the true meaning of “sustainability”:  a durability that
continues to nourish.

And it’s the reason that a Conservation Commission is necessary.  With
the city and industry as two legs of the public-private partnerships that
characterize major developments, the Conservation Commission is the
essential third leg that brings stability.  How?   By involving the community
decision-makers early in the development processes that affect the city’s
environmental resources.  It is far more costly to discover too late that
decisions were made without the input or consent of the community on
matters that directly affect health and well-being.  Such communities
inevitably whither, the deterioration spreads, and the city ultimately
requires costly interventions to return to health.  Why not prevent such
costly interventions?

Conservation Commissions usually perform the following:  help ensure
that economic development includes climate-related resilience measures;
keep the community informed; are knowledgeable about the natural

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov


Caution: This email originated from outside our organization. Please be
careful when clicking links or opening attachments.

resources that the city encompasses (open spaces, wetlands, forests) and
the role they play in the cities’ health and well-being; suggest ways to
integrate nature and development; protect natural resources.

Current divisive rhetoric pits environmental concerns against affordable
housing and/or economic development.  It implies that we can have
affordable housing only if we give up the integration of nature and
renewable energy into the design.  Nothing could be further from the
truth.  Conservation Commissions take the long view, helping a city to look
beyond the short-term thinking that has caused many cities to flounder. 
They are a key resource, the essential third partner that brings essential
stability in partnership with city planning departments and private
companies.

Thank-you for your consideration of this matter.

Susan Chapin (she, her)
CT State Co-Coordinator Citizens' Climate Lobby
https://www.linkedin.com/in/susanachapin-mysticct/

Certified - ESG Frameworks & Standards, Sustainability Strategies
Certified - Prosci Change Practitioner
Certified - Energy Risk Professional (GARP)

https://www.linkedin.com/in/susanachapin-mysticct/
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To:  Stamford Board of Representatives 

Re:  Support for LU32.009 Conservation Commission 

Date:  August 12, 2026 

 

The purpose of this letter is to encourage and support the creation of a conservation 
commission in the City of Stamford.   

The best argument for creating a conservation commission is to acknowledge the 
important environmental work that can be, and is being, done by existing conservation 
commissions in Connecticut.  Below is one example of a conservation commission from a 
neighboring town. 

The Town of Ridgefield CT established its Conservation Commission in 1962 by Town 
Ordinance after enabling legislation was adopted by the Connecticut General Assembly in 
1961.   The Ridgefield Conservation Commission consists of nine volunteer Ridgefield 
residents (and two alternates) who serve the town for staggered three-year terms. 
Commissioners are appointed by the Board of Selectmen to devote their efforts to the 
sound development, conservation, supervision and regulation of the town's natural 
resources. 

The duties of the Commission include the following: 

• Looking after the Town's open space, which includes trail maintenance, posting, 
and protection.  Ridgefield has close to 5,700 acres of protected parks, forests, and 
passive open spaces managed by the Ridgefield Conservation Commission. 
Popular local properties for hiking and nature walks include Pine Mountain Reserve, 
Hemlock Hills, and the Ridgefield Rail Trail 

• Acting in an advisory capacity to the Planning and Zoning Commission and Inland 
Wetlands Board on the impact of development on the environment.  

• Enforcing the Town's Open Space Use Ordinance.  The Commission has a 
Conservation Enforcement Officer to act as the Commission's agent in the 
enforcement of the Town's Open Space Use Ordinance. 

  

https://www.ridgefieldconservation.org/
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The Commission does not issue permits, approve or deny development applications, 
enforce regulations, or take authority away from the Planning Board, Zoning Board, 
Environmental Protection Board, or any other existing City body. 

Below are some of the recent achievements of this voluntary body. 

Habitat and Wildlife Successes 

• Purple Martin Colony: Established one of the largest nesting colonies of purple 
martins in Connecticut at McKeon Farm, recording over 360 hatchlings.  

• Meadow Restoration: Approved and funded native wildflower meadow 
expansions at McKeon Farm to support local pollinators.  

• Haying and Land Maintenance: Regularly funds targeted haying and 
agricultural field maintenance across town properties like Lauzun Lane and 
Stagecoach to preserve open vistas and grassland species.  

Policy and Community Outreach 

• Rodenticide Restrictions: Advanced local policy initiatives to restrict harmful 
second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs) on town-owned 
properties.  

• Invasive Species Control: Deployed specialized tools like Extractigators to 
empower volunteers in removing invasive plant species.  Routinely organize and 
hold invasive species removal programs at Ridgefield Open Spaces – all with 
volunteer labor. 

• Public Education: Partners with the Ridgefield Library for seasonal nature 
programs, evening moth-monitoring events, and family hiking initiatives. 

Ridgefield is one example of a successful program.   There are many other exemplary 
examples of conservation commissions in Connecticut.   A valuable resource for 
Stamford to find great programs, mentors and guidance is the Connecticut Land 
Conservation Council https://ctconservation.org/. 

  

https://ctconservation.org/
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Stamford will find that a dedicated Conservation Commission would bring together 
knowledgeable and passionate residents to research conservation issues and provide 
science-based recommendations to the City.  A Conservation Commission would bring 
focus and attention to the preservation of open space and important wildlife habitat, 
protecting aquifer resources, and prioritizing resiliency measures necessitated by 
climate change and rising sea levels. 

Please consider establishing a conservation commission, and consider organizing your 
commission by emulating a commission which has achieved tangible results and which 
is situated in a City similar to Stamford.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Vincent Giordano, volunteer 
Sierra Club CT Chapter 
Ridgefield Action Committee for the Environment 
   

 

 

 



From: Camporeale, Karen
To: Hughes, Sheila
Subject: Fwd: Please approve Conservation Commission ordinance without changes for public hearing
Date: Monday, August 24, 2026 10:22:49 PM

Best,
Karen

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jeanette Bilicznianski <biltro96@gmail.com>
Date: August 3, 2026 at 3:31:01 PM MDT
To: "Didelot, Matt" <MDidelot@stamfordct.gov>, "Bradford, Phil"
<PBradford@stamfordct.gov>
Cc: "Camporeale, Karen" <KCamporeale@stamfordct.gov>, "Field, Michael"
<MField@stamfordct.gov>, "de la Cruz, Virgil" <VdelaCruz@stamfordct.gov>,
"Finkel, Lewis" <LFinkel@stamfordct.gov>
Subject: Please approve Conservation Commission ordinance without
changes for public hearing

﻿
Hi,
Hope all is well. Please approve the Conservation Commission
Ordinance without changes for a public hearing this evening.
Trump’s de-funding and de-regulation of federal agencies including Fish
and Wild Life and the EPA make it even more imperative to form a
Conservation Commission on a local level. 

Please find comments from the Trump administration regarding delaying
the decision on federal protections for the Monarch Butterfly from last
year stating as such, issued by the AP in December 2025
https://apnews.com/article/monarch-butterfly-endangered-list-trump-
delay-5bf6501d2ecc605aa25b42164e39692

“The administration remains committed to a regulatory approach
that is transparent, predictable and grounded in sound science,”
an agency spokesperson wrote in an email to The Associated
Press on Friday. “Any listing must follow the (Endangered Species
Act’s) statutory requirement that determinations be based on the
best scientific and commercial data available. At the same time,
the administration continues to emphasize voluntary, locally
driven conservation as a proven tool for supporting species
and reducing the need for additional federal regulation.”

mailto:KCamporeale@StamfordCT.gov
mailto:SHughes@StamfordCT.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GtMjCv2rEgTOMQvwfQflxhQGgEz?domain=apnews.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GtMjCv2rEgTOMQvwfQflxhQGgEz?domain=apnews.com


Caution: This email originated from outside our organization. Please be
careful when clicking links or opening attachments.

Please approve the ordinance for a Conservation Commission as
written and let the public weigh in.

Be well,

Jeanette Bilicznianski
District 16

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot

nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”

- The Lorax, Dr. Seuss
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