
Sustainability
Reuse Rethink Recycle



Mayor Simmons created a climate council and issued 
an executive order calling on the administration and 
all city departments and agencies to adopt initiatives 
to address climate change and sustainability….



The 31st Board then issued Resolution #4130  in support of the 
Mayor's action on climate change and sustainability…

This ordinance heeds that call to action and, at the same time, 
saves taxpayers and vendors money.  



A. “Skip the stuff.” Under this provision retailers are not allowed to automatically give customers single 
use items such as flatware, chop sticks, splash sticks, plates, ramekins etc. 

B. Retailers are not allowed to ask a customer if they want those items. The customer must ask.

C. When a customer does ask for one of those items, we will Require it to be made from 
compostable/biodegradable materials that are PFAS free and BPI certified.

 ***Items such as flatware, chopsticks are never recyclable in Stamford, 
     even if they are marked as recyclable.***

D. Retailers, schools, hospitals, care facilities with “dine in” services must provide only reusable cups, 
bowls, dishes, trays, chop sticks, flatware and ramekins.

***Education for vendors and the city is available through Clearwater and other environmental 
groups.***

 ***Other municipalities have implemented these laws.***

Reducing waste in Stamford is the most important part of 
sustainability  and this ordinance. 



Case Study Middletown Public School 

Bottom line: Saved the 
taxpayers
$133,041



Case Study Middletown Public School 



Case Study: Retailer 
From single use to reusable



Bottom line 
Reusable saved the 

retailer and city 
money while 

reducing waste



Bottom line: Approx. 600 disposable 
items reduced to zero waste 100% 

savings



Disposable 
Items used 
in the SPS 

system.
Imagine 

how much 
waste we 

could 
eliminate 
and how 

much 
money we 

could save!

We serve over 2 million meals per year



     A. Ban black plastic, plastic that is not recyclable and 
discourage plastic that is unlikely to be recycled. example 
3,4,6,7 I believe the board already banned 6 

Allow plastics #1,2,and 5 ONLY when there is no suitable 
replacement for an item. Example a soup container

*The black plastic items that you find everywhere may 
contain toxic brominated flame retardants, otherwise 
known as BFRs. And these BFRs are not your BFFs as 
they’ve been linked to cancer, nervous system problems, 
endocrine disruption and reproductive and development 
issues.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uhLbdNdVRE&feature
=youtu.be

Informational Meeting Regarding the Single-Use Plastics Ordinance 
                                           Westport Connecticut

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uhLbdNdVRE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uhLbdNdVRE&feature=youtu.be


Is Recycling Worth It Anymore? The Truth Is Complicated.

Link to video below

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBGZtNJAt-M
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