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A regular meeting of the Board of Representatives of the City of Stamford, Conn. was 
held on Monday, May 6, 1957, in the Cafeteria of the Walter Dolan Jr. High School, 0 
Toms Road, Gleabrook. The meeting was called to order by the President, Mr. George 
V. Connors, at 8:15 P.M. 

INVOCATION was given by Rev. Daniel M. Estok, Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Sea­
side Avenue. 

ROLL CALL was taken by the Clerk. 
and Mr. Kaminski arriving a little 
Jack McLaughlin and Mrs. Zuckert. 

There 
late. 
(Mrs. 

were 37 present and 3 absent, Mr. Czupka 
The absent members were: William Brett, 

Zuckert on vacation) 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES - Meeting of April 1, 1957 

MR. RHOADES c"lled attention to page 1544, his remarks at top of page, and asked 
that the following words 1:e added after the first sentence: "I was thus able to see 
a very efficient Board of Recreation playground in operation." 

MR. KETCHAM called attention to page 1547, hi. remark •• He asked to have al. 
remarks corrected. He said he did not speak against granting this privilege to a 
private individual, but in view of the fact that it is a violation of the City 
Charter or Ordinances, some consideration should be given to granting the request. 
He also referred to page 1552 and asked that it be amendad to read "regarding 
vacation and &1ck leave policies for all paid city personnel." 

MR. FREDERICKS: "The votE was taken on all paid City personnel." 

MR. FREDERICKS MOVED to accept the Minutes as corrected. Seconded by Mr. Hearing 
and CARRIED unanimously. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES - Meeting of April 17, 1957. 

MR. BAKER MOVED for acceptance of the Minutes. Seconded by Mrs. Bonkowski and 
CARRIED unanimously. 

REPORTS OF COIfofITTllES 

Steering Committee 

MR. CONNORS, Chairman, read the following Minute. of the Committee and MOYeD for 
approval. Seconded by Mr. Fredericks and CARRIED unanimoualy. 

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Meeting held April 22nd, 1957 

The Steering Committee of the Board of Representatives met in the Hayor's 
Office, City Hall, at 8:10 P.M. on Monday, April 22nd, 1957. 

The following members were present: George V. Connors, Chairmun, Alanson 
Fredericks, George Georgoulis, John Macrides, Irving Snyder, Robert LewiS, 
Clement Raiteri, Jr., Stephen Kelly, Norton Rhoades, Rutherford Huizinga 
and Vincent Vitti. Mr. Topping attended the meeting, but not aa a 
member of the Steering Committee. 

The absent members were: Joseph Milano, William Kaminski, Joseph Iacovo 
(due to illness) and Helen Peatt. 

o 

o 



1557 

o 

o 

o 

May 6, 1957 

The following matters were acted upon: 

(1) Proposed resolution presented by Mr. Topping at the April 1st Board 
meet ins and referred to the Steering Committee: 

WHEREAS, requests have been made for increased benefits, to 
be paid out of the Police and Fire Pension Funds, and 
according to an investigation made by Mr. George B. Buck, 
dated March 31, 1955, the Police and Fire Pension Funds cannot 
pay any mora benefits, and 

WHEREAS, the Police and Fire Pension Funds cannot continue to 
pay the present requirements unless they are put on a sound 
financial basis, and 

BE AND IT HEREBY IS RESOLVED by the Board of Representatives of 
the City of Stamford that the Trustees of the Police and Fire 
Pension Funds are hereby requested to take all necessary steps 
at the earliest possible moment, to recommend the placing of 
the Police and Fire Pension Funds on a sound actuarial basis, 
so thst they can and will meet present and future pension re­
quirements. 

MR. FREDERICKS MOVED that this resolution be placed on the Agenda for the 
May 6th Board meeting, and that the following letter be written to the 
Mayor and submitted to the Board for approval at the same time. Seconded 
by Mr. Snyder and CARRIED unanimously: 

(2) 

"We, the members of the Board of Representatives, view with 
alarm the reports that soce of the pension funds of the City 
of Stamford are not on a sound actuarial basis and we respect­
fully request the Mayor to initiate such action as is necessary 
to place such funds on a sound actuarial basis." 

Petition from Jr. Chamber of Commerce re "Fair in the Square" Presented 
at April 1st Board meeting and referred back to Parks & Recreation 
Committee for further study. 

Two members from the Jr. Chamber of Commerce were invited to address the 
meeting, at the request of Mr. Kelly, Cha~n, Parks & Recreation Com­
mittee, to explain more fully their plans for the proposed Fair. Mr. 
Raymond Monahan, Co-Chairman, presented the following letter: 

Board of Representatives 
City RaIl 
Stamford, Conn. 

April 22, 1957 

Gentlatlen: Re: uFa,lr-lnt the-SgullreH 

R~erring to our letter of March 18, 1957 requesting issuance of n 
peroit for the presentation of "Fair-in-the-Square", "e wish to 
oake the follOwing amendcents to our original proposal: 

(1) Cancel plan to uSe property located at the Northeast 
corner of Summer and Broad Streets. 

.... ...... - ... 
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(2) No Sunday performance of cusic, donce or dr~ to start 
before 2:00 P.M. 

(3) Close off Bedford Street to all vehicular traffic on the 
two days of the Fair. 

(4) Request issuance of an cdditional permit for the 7th and 
8th of June, in the event inclement weather forces can­
cellation of Fair on the original dates. 

These amen~ents reflect en effort on the part of the two sponsoring 
organizations to comply with some of the requirements and recommenda­
tions of the Board members. 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) Raymond D. Monahan 
Co-Chairman 
"Fair-in-the-Square" 
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MR. LEWIS explained that he was one of the members of the Bedford Street 
Association and stated it was his understanding, when this matter was be­
fore their Association, that there would be no closing off of Bedford 
Street. He also stated that it would create a bottleneck traffic con­
dition, because of the great amount of traffic in the vicinity of Walton 
Park. 

MR. MONAHAN explained that this had been discussed with the Bedford 
Association, 30 members being present at the meeting and his plan had 
been approved by a vote of 13 to 2 in favor. 

MR. LEWIS said he recalled that no approval was given for the closing off 
of Bedford Street and thought the recommendations of the Chief of Police 
should be obtained in order to clarify just how traffic and parking would 
be handled. 

MR. FREDERICKS suggested that a certified copy of the resolution of the 
Bedford Street Association be obtained in regard to their approval of the 
cutting off of Bedford Street to all traffic on these two days, and also 
that the Chief of Police be consulted. 

CHIEF OF POLICE KINSELLA was summoned to the ceeting and appeared at 9:00 
P.M. He explained how traffic could be handled in the event Bedford Street 
should be closed. 

MR. KELLY said he would probably call a meeting of his Cummittee next week 
and would appreciate having all information before them at that time, so 
they could bring their recommendstions before the Board at the next meeting. 

(3) Letter doted April 18. 1957 from the Stamford Recreation Boxing Club. 
requesting the use of the Elm Street School Building. 

Referred to Parka & Recreation Committee and Public Works Committee. 

(4\ Letter dated April 22, 1957 from Commissioner of Finonce. attaching 
Kesolution approved '>y the Stamford Parking Authority, which authorizes 
the Issuance of Parking revenue bonds by tham in connection with the 
aCquisition of tha new Bell Street parking lot. 

--. 
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Referred to Fiscal Committee and Legislative & Rules Committee. 

In connection with the above, it was approved by unanimous vote that a 
letter be written to the Chairman of the Parking-Authority, requesting that 
the Parking Authority submit a detailed financial report of operations and 
.tatement of conditions for the past three fiscal years. 

'" . 
(5) 

:J trl .,f'.~;:~, i!.~. ~; 
Letter dated April II, 1957 from the Personnel -D1rector in answer to 
communication authorized by the Board at the April 1st meeting (See 
Hr. Ketcham's motion on page 1552 of Minutes) in whiCh he encloses 
three copies of booklet on Civil Service Regulations. 

Referred to Personnel Committee. 

(6) Letter dated Aprii 22, 1957 from Building Inspector regarding inter­
pret3ticn of Section 103 (7B) of the Building Code where the Board of 
Representatives cay waive certain provisions - Request from Sherwood, 
Mills & Smith, 3rchitects, in letter dated April 16, 1957 to the Build­
ing Inspector re Springdale Laboratories of Time, Inc. 

Referred to. Legislative & Rules Committee. 

(7) Letter dated April 17, 1957 from Hr. Irving G. Snyder, 1st District 
Representative requesting a report from Special Investigating Comcittee 
appointed after August 6, 1956 Board Meeting (to investigate uses, 
abuses and nuisances on all City-owned property and Qe8nu of enforce­
ment) in regard to 5 specific complaints. 

Referred to Special Investigating CQg;Jittee, Hr. Joseph Milano, Chairman. 

(8) Carbon coPy of letter dated April 8, 1957 to li3yor Quisley froc the 
Shippan Point Association requesting increased recreational iacilities 
in the City. 

Copy sent t~ Parks & Recreation Committee for information. 

(9) Petition from florth Stamford Congregational Church to hold the usual 
block dance, evening of Saturday June 8th. 

Referred to Parks & Recreation Committee. 

(10) Carbon COPy of letter dated April 5, 1957 to Senator Wm. A. Purtell 
from Mayor Quigley regardins allocation of funds for Heliport. 

For information only. Ordered filed. 

(11) Letter dated April 16, 1957 from Public Utilities Commission acknow­
ledginG receipt of letter from the Board (authorized at the April 1st 
meetinG) in regard to increased rstes of the Telephone Company. 

Placed on file. 

(12) Carbon coPy of letter dated April 4, 1957 to State Representative 
Webster Givens from Bc~rd of Finance regarding actuarial evaluations 
of pension systems f er City. 

C;"py seot t o Chairman of Fiscal COIIJilittee and ordered filed. 
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Letter from De Leo Brothers, Inc. to Cbairman of Legislative & Rules 
Committee, dated April 17, 1957, requesting enforcement of Ordinance 
No . 57 Supplemental be done on a more realistic basis Bnd citing 
problems encountered. 

Referred to Legislative & Rules Committee and Healtb & Protection 
Committee. 

(14) Memorandum from Secretary regarding official re.ords in tbe files of 
tbe Board of Representatives being removed from the office. 

There was sucb discussion in regard to allowing the official records 
of tbe Boord Minutes to be taken out of the office and in the event where 
a case is being tried in Court, to furoish copies of proceedings of tbe 
Board which bove to be certified and it was decided to go on record in re­
gard to future procedure to be followed. The following procedure was 
agreed upon by unanimous vote: 

No copies of any of the official records of the proccedings (Minutes) 
of tbe Board of Representstives ara to be removed from the offices 
of the Board. 

Those who wish information concerning proceedings of the Board may 
do such research work as they deem neccssary in the offices of the 
Towa Clerk of the City of Stamford, or in Ferguson Library, where 
copies arc provided for the use of the public. 

Those who wish copies of the proceedings which they bove determined 
by the aforementioned research, should address their requests, in 
writing, to tbe Preaident_of the Board of Representatives. 

Be it furtber understood tbat certified copies so authorized by 
the President of the Board of Representatives shall be obtainable 
by copies made on the coping macbine in the office, at a price of 
15c per page, payable upon delivery, It is also understood that 
page numbers of tbe Minutes requested be furnished, so tbot no 
research will be necessary by the Secretary of the Board. 

(15) Trucks going througb red lights. 

The above matter was brought to the attention of the Steering Com­
mittea by Mr. Topping and referred to the Legisla tive & Rules Committca. 

(16) Expenses of Mr. Macrides attending Legislative Committee sessions in 
regard t o Bills approved or disapproved by the Board. 

Mr. Macrides was instructed to present a bill f or his expenses, to be 
processed in the usual way - necessitating a special appropriation as there 
is no iten in the CUdget for travel or expenses for the Board. 

There being no further business t o bring before the Committee, upon MOTION, 
duly secon~ed and CARRIED, the ~eeting was a~journed at 10:35 P.M. 

vf 

---_ ...::-.a.... 

Respectful l y submitted, 

Gecr ge V. Connors, Chairmcn 
Steering Commi t t ee 
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A motion was made, •• conded and CARRIED by unanimous vote to APPROVE the report oj 
the Steering Committee and their Tecammendations. 

Fiscal Committee: 

HR. KAMINSKI, Chairman, requested that the report of his Committee be by-passed fc 
the time being, until he bad a chance to discuss the ropor~ with Mr. Bradbury, a 
member of his Coomittee. His request was granted. , i'; t ~.,. 

Leghlative and Rules Committee:' 

HR. RAITERI presented the following report of his Committee and suggested that tht 
first item be deferred until later, because it had also been referred to the Fisc. 
Committee for consideration. This was agreed to unanimously. 

REPORT OF 
LEGISLATIVE & RULES ClHIITTBE 

APRIL 1957 

Meetings of the Legislative and Rules Committee were held on April 10, 17 and 24 , 
jointly with the Health and Protection Committee on May 2, 1957. Mr. &oiteri pre 
sided at the meetings of April 10 and 24 and May 2. Mr. Nolan was Chairman for t l 
Qeeting of April 17. Mr. Baker acted as clerk for all meetings. 

The ceetings of April 10 and 17 were devoted to work on the Building Code. The m. 
ings of April 24 and May 2 were devoted to consideration of the agenda items for 
Board meeting of May 6. Matters discussed and conclusions reached were as follow, 

')1 ',." -. 
"'- "- ',. ( 

1. Request from Commissioner of Finance re issuance of parking 
revenue bonds (Hr. Morrissey's letter of April 22, 1957 -
(see Attachment 11). 

It was impossible for the Committee to determine from the 
COI:Imissioner's letter exactly what action by the Board is 
desired. If approval of the attached bond resolution is 
deSired, the Committee is not clear as to why such action 
is needed since the Special Act which created the Parking 
Authority vested in that agency authority to issue bonds. 
Further, a comparison of the wording of the resolution with 
the Special Act discloses a number of discrepancies and the 
Committee foels that they should be in exact agreement. 

Because of these conditions, the Cocmittee is unable to 
make sny racommendation with respect to Mr. Morrissey's 
letter and asks that the matter be recommitted for clarification. 

2. Request from Bldg, Inspector for Building C~de waiver (Letter 
of April 22, 1957 - (sec Attllc\t!:!ent 112). 

The COIiIIlittee concurs in the opinion of the Inspector that the 
Code is correct in its restriction against this type of 
building but that lin exception should be made in this cnse for 
the reasons set forth in his letter and the attachcent thereto. 
It therefore recommends that granting of the waiver be approved. 

J. Complaint regarding problems encountered in enforcement of 
Ordinance No. 57 Supp. Letter from Samuel P. Deleo - April 17, 1957 -
(see Attachment 113). 
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The Committee together with the Health and Protection Committee met 
with the complainant and with Chief of Police Kinaella at police 
Headquarters, May 2~, 1957. 

After full discussion of the matter it was concluded that the 
problem ia one primarily of interpretation and that the Ordinance 
a8 existing i8 basically aound. However. it was agreed that the 
intent of the Ordinance would be clearer to all concerned by 
minor amendment of one aection. In addition, it was decided, 
in view of the large nUClber of violat~ona occurring. that the 
pe~~lties should be increased. Accordingly, the two Cocmittees 
jointly recommend the passage without prior publication of the 
twe following amendments. 

Subdivision c of Section 1 Definitions be changed to read : -

c. Overloading: filling a vehicle in such a manner as will 
cause the contents to spill onto the street. For this 
purposo a vehicle ahall not be construed to be overloaded 
if it ia filled in such a canner as to have the four sides 
of the load four or more inches below the upper level of 
the four aides of the body so that if and when the peak 
of the load 8hifts in tranait it will not overflow and 
spillover the sides . 

Section 6 be changed to reed: -

6. Penalty: - All persons, firms and corporations, as 
principals or agents. causing, participating in or in 
any way responsible for any violation of this Ordinance 
shall be severally guilty of such violation and sh~ll 
each be fined not less than twenty-five doll~r. nor more 
than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

This Amended Ordinance as further amended Ghall take effect 
upon the date of its enactment. 

4 . Proposed resolution regarding unaccepted city s t reets. 

This matter was initiated by the Planning & Zoni ng Committee. 
There are a large number of streets (in excess of 400) in the 
City which have been open t o public travel since pr:~ur to 
consolidation which have never been eccepted a s city streets 
but which have been maintained at public expense. l~ny of 
these are main thoroughfares. To clarify this situation it is 
proposed to formally accept these streets as city streets 
unless the owners thereof specifically request that they be 
kept private . 

In view of the large number it i~ s proposed that this be done 
in sever"l steps. 

This matter was discussed with the Planning Board and 
Mr. Laureno , Secr etary of that Board met with this Comcittee 
on April 24 , 1957 end inforoed us tha t the proposal had been 
unanimously endorsod by that lloar d. It was suggested by 
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Mr. Laureno that the appropri ate da te to be used would be April 16, 1950 

D 

[ 

o 



o 

o 

D 

1563 May 6, 1957 
, 

~ch i. the date when the Planning Board established standards for 
the construction of city streets and set up the requirements for bonds. 
the C~ittee concurs in this suggestion. 

~e Coo-attee feels that this is a matter disposition of which is 
loog overdue. The expenditure of public funds 00 unaccepted streets 
ia opeD to serious question and this tecbQi~i situation will be 
cleared by the proposal of the PlaDDing and Zoning Committee. The 
Legislative and Rules Committee recommends favorable action 00 the 
propo(.el on this subject which the PlaDDing nnd Zoning COIIIIIittee will 
preS8i\t. 

Approvad 

C. L. RAlTERI JR 
Chairmao 

May 6, 1957 

Respectfully sub~itted 

E. B. BAKER 
Clerk 

(1) Request from BuildinR Inapector for waiver of certain provisions of Building 
Code in regard to construction at Springdale Laboratories of Ti~e, Inc. 

1 I 
HR. RAlTERI presented the following two letters which had been referred to his 
Committee: . 

CITY OF STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 

Bureau of Engineering 

The Board ~f Representatives 
City Hall 
St8I!lford, Conn. 

Cent l"",en: 

Ap"l1 22, 1957 

On April 15, 1957, this depar~ent received plans which have been pre­
pared by Sherwood, Hills and Seith, architects, to construct s new 
building for expandinB tbe facilities of the Springdale Laboratories, 
a division of Time, Inc. 

In studying these plans, they revealed that the construction falls in 
the category of "Unprotected Metal Construction" as set forth under 
definitions of our Cede, which is not pcr~itted in the fire limits in 
Stamford. 

Where there can be no doubt as to the interpretation of the meaning of 
this definition, I do have my doubts if it was ever intended for this 
type of cons~ruction, because it is something that is c~paratively 
new, at roost new since our Code '''3S written. 
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"Unprotected Metal Construction" as we have alwnys known, is that type 
which is constructed of light steel and covered on the outside with 
corrunated metal or asbestos sheets, which have no value, except that 
it forms an enclosure from the weather and is used abDost entirely 

c , 
becau~e it il cheap to construct. 

I believe that the Code is correct in ~t. restriction against this type 
of building; however, I also believe that some exception spoUl'd be made 
in this case, as the type of conatruction shOwn on the plaus· is not of 
the type just ment!oned~ but a very high tyPe in it'!. c'1a/ s and extremely 
essential for the use for which it i.- intended. 

SECTION 103 (7 B) of the Building Code 

"Where there are practical difficulties in carrying out any provision 
of the State Building Coda, or of any rule lawfully edopted thereunder, 
the Building Offic1al, with the approval of the local Legislative body, 

• may vary or modify such provision upon an application to him therefor 
in writing by the owner of the premises affected or his authorized 
agent ; provided such modification is not in conflict with the spirit of 
the law, the best interests of public health and safety, or justice to 
all parties concerned, and provided the particulars of each application 
and the declaion thereon shall be entered upon the permanent records of 
tile Building Official." 

It is generally a difficult problem to determine just what are practical 
difficulties' in carrying out any provisl oo- of the BUi~dlOg Code, or any 
rule lawfully adopted thereun\!er : However, i personally feel that this 
is one case where the above section could be applied justly. Therefore, 
I am appen ling to your Honorable Body fo'r your good judgment and guidance 
in this very important matter. 

I do not wish t o rush you, but time is allo an important factor here, and 
I trust you will decide this matter without delay. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter of explanation which I requested from the 
architects, and I am sure that Mr. VonBrock, who prepared the plans, will 
be glad to meet with you, or your committee, and explain the matter in 
detail, as he did to me, if you so wish. 

1 1! 

Enclosure 

Respectfully yours, 

(signed) 

A. V. Swtnnerton, 
BUilding Inspector 

.J! 

SHERWOOD, MILLS AND SHITH, ARCHITECTS 
6~ Broad Street, Stamford, Conn. " , 

Mr. Arthur V. Swinnerton 
Building Inspector 
City of Stamford, Connecticut 

---._--

April 16, 1957 
849 

Re: Paper Pilot Plant 
Springdale Laboratories, 
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Dear Mr. Swinnerton: Time, Inc. 

In answer to your request, we submit the following comments in regard to 
the above project. 

~ ,,' a 
The paper pilot plant ea .sIesigned will .provide fJJf ,1~P/f..!i$1 .'!!Id pilot 
scale research for the manufacture of paper. 1'ba very nature ci£ such re­
search operations, demands the utmost in,. flexibllity, aOf! the building 
must provide the same degree of flexibility as the process. 

With this in mind, the floor panels have been deaigned so that they can 
be removed to facilitate the installation of new equipment, and the wall 
construction is of the "curtain" type to provide for the Ir.lIII8 access. 

The manufacture of paper, even on pilot scale, is, to a great extent, a 
water process; therefore 8 material that not only is impervious to water 
but does not sbeor!> it is "eq~lxed. _ Masonry doea not meet thi8 requirement • . 
A Crane has also been provided that required s structural steel frame with 
special bracing to counteract moving loads. A masonry wall bearing bullding 
would not have been practical in th1a in8tance. Therefore, to satisfY the 
code, a masonry wall f2" - thick Woula have had to be provided, caupletely 
free of the structural system, and would have been merely a curtain wall. 

The type of wall conatruction we propose, consists of an insulated sandwich 
panel of corrugated alum1}'UI!I ina1~e face, 1-1/2" fibregla8s inBulation and 
heavy formed aluminum exterior face, fastened to the structural steel girt 
system by ""[IIIns of welded ,tain.less steel scuds with rccovable heads. This 
type of curtain wall construction is completely incocbustible and is widely 
used for industrial buildings throughout the country. The following is 
a partial list of recent buildings of this type in the State of Connecticut: 

A. H. Hilson, Shelton, Conn. 
Bullard Company, Fairfield, Conn. 
Conn. Light & Power, Middleton, Conn. 
Conn. Light & P~er, New London, Conn. 
C<>nn. Adament Plaster Co., New Haven, Conn. 
Adley Express Co., New Haven, Conn. 
Scoville Manufacturing, New Milford, Conn. 
Alccrt Co., Waterbury, Conn. 
I. Hersham & Co., New Haven, Conn. 
Metal Controls Co., Windsor Locks, Conn. 
Pratt & Whitney, East Hartford, Conn. 
Pratt & Whitnay, North Haven, Conn. 
Sikorsky Aircraft, Stratford, Conn. 
Ham1lton Standsrd Propeller, Windsor Locks, Conn. 
Nortbepstero Steal Co., Bridgeport, Conn. 
Bridgeport Braas Co., Bridgeport, Conn. 
New Departure Ball Bearing Co., Meriden, Conn. 
Connors Engincoring Co., Danbury, Conn. 
Clements Panel Co., Danbury, Conn. 
Peerless Foundry, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Alcoa, Bridgeport, Conn. 

As stated in Paragraph 2, Ar~icle 1 of the present Stamford Building Code: 
"The purpose of tl:!e Code is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life 
of 11mb, health, property and pubUc welfare". The building, as proposed, 
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answers all of tbe above, and, in our opinion, exceeds acceptable mtniaum 
8tandnrda. ... 

We respectfully request that a permit be granted for tbis building on the 
grounds that it represents a new ·type of conatructiClll and usn of material 
not known at the time when the oi:iginal code was writtnn. This would be 
consistent With prac~ice in other progreasive Connecticut cities. 

Very truly yours, 

(stgnnd) 

A. Raymond Von Brock, for 
ShelCWood, Kills .and ,Smith. 
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MR. RAlTERl MOVED for approval of the Bu1~ding Inspect~r' s request tha!;. an exception 
to the Building Code be made in the above case. Seconded by Hr. Topping and CARRIED 
unanimous ly. 

(2) Complaint TCBarding' problems encoUntered in enforcement of Ordinance No. 57 
Supplemental. (also referred to Health & Protection Committee) 

DB IBO BROTIIBRS, INC. 

t ., GBNBRAL CONtRACTORS 
I 1:1<'" • 

1172 Bedford Street 

Stocford, Connecticut 

April 17, 1957 

Hr. Clement L. Raiteri 
Chairman, • 
Legislative and Rules Committee 
Board of Representatives 
City of St8IDford 
Stamford, Connecticut 

Dear Sir: 

• 

Reference is made to the definition of "OVerlosding" in Ordinance 
No. 57 Supplemental (ss amended) which atot'ea: ' 

U(c) OVerloading: filling a vehicle in such a manner 
as will cause the contents ~o ap~~ onto the street. 
For this purpose a vehicle sball not be construed to 
be overloaded if it is filled in such a manner as to 
have the load four or more -iDchea below the upper 
level of the four aides of the boay 8o'1hat if and 
when the load shifts. in transit it will not overflow 
snd spillover the stdea." 

The purpose of the above Ordinnnce, obViously, was to' prevent the 
littering of strsets. It was realized that all loads of earth, in 
the truck, had center cones riSing above the sides of the truck; 
and the purpose of the four-inch apron at the base of the cone was, 

_-----------.n---~w.-.D'~·.-·-----
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as the definition clearly states: " ••• • 80 . that if and when the load 
shifts in' transit it 'will not overfloW ana spnl over- tire sides. " 

The 10",,1 police department, h~ever, ~I!.~ems to ... ljave ~en the posi­
tion that 11 truck is overlooded if any part of the earth is higher 
than 4 inches below the top (of the sides) of tiie tMir. . .. 
Such a position would reduce us to carrying pracdcal1y·'half-loads 
which will necessarily result in (a) putting rwice as many trucks 
on the road thereby further congesting traffic and inconveniencing 
the public, and (b) extending the time that it will take to complete 
the Thruway. 

Everyone Will agree that the Sooner the Thruway is completed the bet­
ter it will be for everyone in Stamford. 

Realizing the necessary ihcoovenience ""used by this' vast project, 
we have done, and wi 11 continue to do, everything in our power to 
get the job done quickly and to cooperate with all city officials 
concerned. At the aame time, we ask that the latter also cooporate 
in this respect. 

For the purpose of clarification we respectfully submit that the 
best way to define a thing is to state what it is, rather then 
what it is not. In this co~ection it is suggested that the abOVe 
definition of overloading be amended to end at the first period. 
This would tell what overloadinll is. Everything after the first 
period tells what overloadinB is not. 

We wouid appreciate the opportunity to meet with your cocmittee 
with a view to discussing the above matter in greater detail. 

Sincerely yours, 

Samuel P. DeLco, 
President 

MR. RAlTER! MOVED for adoption, without prior publication, of the following amend­
ments to Ordinance No. 57 Supplemental. Seconded by Mr. Baker: 

'.1' H ... • I 
4.- <." J I .J 

Subdivision c of Section I, Definitions be changed to rend as 
follcws: 

c. OVerloading: F·Uling a vehicle in such a manner as will 
cause the contents to spill onto the street. 

Fer this purpose a vehicle shall not be construed to be 
overloaded if it is filled in such a manner as t o have 
the four sides of the load four or more inches below 
the upper level of the fGur sides of the body so that if 
and when the peak of the load shifts in transit it will 
not overflow and spillover the sides. 

Section 6 to be changed to read as follows: 
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6. P_l~y: All parsona, fi~ and corporatloDB ... s principals 
or 8gents. causing. participating in or in any way rll!lpOlllltble 
for eny violation of thb Ordinence spa} l be S,EIVCIJ:;ally guilty 0 
of such violation ~ shall eac!t be- ff,peA not less ,~ ,c:nnty-
five dollars nor more then one hundred dol-lars -for each offenae. 

, 
This 81lended Indinance. as further !l'""'l"ed. shall take effect .uWn the 
date of its onectment. 

MR. HUIZINGA: "Just one question - if I understood you correctly when you read that 
Ordinance, you said it would be a violation wbep it ~~ overloaded if the contents 
spilled into the street - is that correct?" 

Mr. Raiteri said that WBS true. 

MR. MIlANO, Chairman of the Health & P~te!;t1_o~ ~OIIIIIittaa. said his Comad.ttee con­
curs with the rBcommondationB of the Legislatiye ~- aul~ ~ttee, 

'" 
MR. FREDERICKS MOWD t.!!e ql;lestion on ~a1ving l'he ~liC8t!-on. Vote. taken and 
CARRIED by n unanimous"vote. J 

After some further discussion, it was agreed that ~eparate votes W9uld be taken on 
each part of the above amendments. 

MR. RAlTERI MOVED for approval of the 81118nd1Hnt on overlosdi~g. Se!,onded by Mr. 
Topping and CARRIED unanimou81y.· - . 

MR. RAITERI MOVED that Section 6, as amended. regarding penalty, be approved. 
Seconded by Mr. Nolan. 

MR. VITTI spoke regarding overloading and said it is not always the fault of the 
contractor, but rather of those who work for him. 

MR. KELLY: "What is the fine at the present time?" 
, 

MR. RAITERI: "Twenty-five dollars maximum." 

MR. LILLIENDAHL: "It is my opinion that this Ordinance needs teeth. I don't think 
that fine is strong enough. Perhaps we ought to make some rules to see that the 
laws we have are better enforced." 

Thare followed a great deal of discussion regarding many telaphone calls and letters 
received by various members of the Board complaining about vio~ations · of city Indi­
nences, endangering the lives of residents who live in the neighborhood of the Thru­
way construction. 

..' , 
Mr. Czupka arrived at this time. 

MR. Gl!ORGOULIS MO~ i.~~ ptevious question. Seconded ~y ~. ¥redericlcs. 

VOTE taken on Mr. Raiteri's motion to approve amendment to Sec. 6 on penalty and 
CARRIED by a vote of 31 in FAVOR and 6 OPPOSBD. 

I 
MR. SNYDER: "1 heve a motion which 1 would like to present to the Board." 

lI<m:!: INASMUCH AS MR. SNYDER LEFT TID! Ml!BTDIG . 
WITHOUT GIVING TID! MOTION, WHICH HE lIBAD, 
TO TID! SECRETARY, IT CANNOT BE PRINTED IN TID! MINUTES. 

o 

D 
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MR. RAI'l'I!BI 'Mid hel thought -·the metion wes 'very unfllir. He said: "We did not PIISS 
it (the ordiDQpco) -for any 'one street - we pllssed it for the City of Stamford. If 
you want an·-ordinance ·passed jUllt 'for DeLeo Brothers, then let' a have it, but stop 
these insinuaticm8. There were six trucks brought in on Saturday and weighed and 
found to be overloaded. If you would like to amend that cotion so that it would be 
true about every trucker in the City, then I will go along w1t~ it. We have a 10clI! 
firm here who',lire big tllxpayers in tho City and I th'ipk _ that t~ are entitled to II 
little consideration. You have special polic~en statio~ed up there who lire quali­
fied men,lI 
.' 
MR. FINDLAY: "I do not go along with the idea of singling out one trucking concern 
When ara we going to have our first fatal accident? I have had a great many COlD­

plaints about the many violations that have been occurring. I am in the trucking 
business myself and I know what I am tlllking IIbout." 

MR. IACOVO: "It is getting to a point where you are risking life and limb to go out 
on the streets. Someone is going to get killed if this keeps up. I IlID very much i. 
favor of that Thruway and attended the discussions uP. in Hartford when it WllS being 
discussed. ThelIa trucks cOllIe barreling down and tha driver of' the truck knows you 
are going to get out of the way-------or else." 

MR. K!TcHAM said he also has ·seen many violations of the sllfety laws lind thllt they 
are violating the lllws of common sense lind of traffic safety. He said the people i. 
the 18th District are afraid for their lives and rightly so. In regard to trucks o. 
Long Ridge 'Rood, he said that human life is more important than that the trucks BO 
througb. 

MR. NOLAN alao spoke against Mr. Snyder's motion. 

MR. FREDERICKS rose to a point of personal privilege in regard to certain remarks 
being made to which be took exception. 

MR. RUSSELL: "Crescent Development Company are a bigger concern than DeLeo Bros. an, 
are making a bigger mess and taking mere chances, too. We should be fair about 
this." 

MR. !,lEORGOULIS said he would like to have thia referred back to Committee and so 
MOVED. ; ·Seconded by Mr. Longo. 

MR. LEWIS: "Representatives no longer represent a particular District todsy, becaus, 
t~y represent the whole City. I ,think the ides of mentioning any particular truck, 
ing company io ridiculous. ' It Woul~appear to me that we are dealing with truck 
j~9keys. When you put a man behind t~! wheel of a truck lind give him permission to 
go through red lights, you are taking a terrible chance. If the Police Department 
is to put these people on notice, we would hllve t o ask the Chief of Police who hilS 
full control of our encorcement, to see that our Ordinances lire fully enforced." 

MRS. PEAT'l: "It is the speed of the thing that gets me. 
with the Thruway, but it does not seem to me that it has 
fire engine speed that is being used. ,. 

I am in complete agreement 
to be done wi tb the type 0: 

MR. IRIIZINGA: "I support everything that has been said by various apeakers befnre 
me. I do not think that it can be referred back to C~ttee. Something has to be 
done now. I have personally stood with police officers on five separate occasions 
and not in one sinBle instance have they stopped a truck and they have given me 
various reascns for not doing so, among them being that the summons won't be 
enforced evec. if they do give it to them." 

'.I" ' L-l..) .......... '-0, 
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HR. PLOTKlli: "The problem aa 1 aee it is one of enforcemen~ if wa· expect to get .a 0 
.olution to the problem. It won't do a bit of good to write letters snd pass 
resolutions, because it !lever solvea any prl'l>l.... Calling any~ _etwill not 
solve the problem. Let's get -evGcyon~ tog,,~er and talk "it 098r. -SCIIIIIli"", .. ther ...... t 
be e solution." - --

HR. PLOTKIN MOVim that thi!l be referred to the -Staaring Ooamittee 'to meet With the 
Mayor, the Board of Finance, ~he Chie~ of Poli!)e and 1IUl'0na ,elee ·that must be COD­
c"med, to discuss end tcy to solve t~e p~bl... Be added that representative. of 
the trucking concerns also should be invited to attend the meeting. Mr , Gaorgoulis 
seconded the motion. 

HR. SNYDER sdd his "",tion va. 8il:Jply to see that this body should aee that the Chief 
of Police enforces the Ordillllncea. Be eaid: "lie are sil:Jply asking this as a rea .. l t 
of calls and letters from -our conatituents "that ,they aS8ign ·cars 'and persoanel to 
enforce our Ordinances. 1I 

HR. FREDERICKS: -JI·I think that Paul Plotkin '. IIOtion ie in order fen: a ctIIIDttIIietU: of 
tha entire problem, but I do feel that time 18 of the _ .. sence ill thb caee -and for 
that reason think Mr. Snyder'8 motion, which is that a letter be written to the 
Mayor and the Chief of Poliee, asking them to do aaaething about tIi1s probl_ ia the 
best solution. I can aee no harm in acting on Mr. Snyder'. motion. I therefore 
MOVB the question of the commitment to the Steering Committee as moved by Mr. 
Plotkin." 

HR. PLOTKIN, "Maybe we should just ask the State Police to police Long Ridge and 
High Ridge Roads and that would solve evecything." 

HR. KAMINSKI: "Sending a letter to a department head and accusing him of complete 
laxity and then requesting his cooperation Will certainly not get UB anywhere. I 
think that a letter aakin~ the Police Cbie~ to see that there ia more stringent 
enforcema..'1t VDuld be the best procedure to follow." 

HR. FINDLAY, "Tha people. we represent vant 'an .naver aod not e lot of lobbeltygook." 

MR. LEIliS referred to page 29 of the Charter, Sec. 430 in regerd to the povera and 
duties of the Police Chief. 

HR. lACOVO: "!hi. letter is an appeal to the Mayor to aee if he caMot find in 8cme 
manner, in conjunction with the Chief of Police, to make a concerted effort to make 
our highways sefer. If we can't appeal to .. the men who is at the head of our city 
8ovemment, who can we "ppeal to? • I . ' sure that if he gets in touch With the Chief 
of Police that these violation. will ,~ea.e : ·and then' perhaps they won't need so many 
extre policament to take care of things. This motion (of Mr. Snyder's is an eppeal 
for enforcement. II 

MR. FREDERICKS called attention to his motion on the previoUB queation. 

VOTE taken on Mr. Plotkin's motion to refer this to the StEERING C~ and 
CARRIED by a vote of 20 in FAVOR end ,17' OPPOSED. ~ 

MR. KAMINSKI MOVED that a letter be dispatched icmediately to the Chief of Police, 
Joseph Kinsella, asking him for strict enforcement of the ordincnces regulating 
trucks. Seconded by Mr. Topping. 

HR. MIlANO J:lBDtioned that 34 aUlllllOna have alreedy heen issued. 

--_ .. _--------
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VOTE taken on Mr. Kaminski'. motion and CARRIED by 33 in PAVOR and 4 OPPOSED. 

(3) Request from COIIIIIissioner of Pinance regaroing iU1Ulnce of parking revenue bond, 
for the Bell Street Parking Lot and clarification of ambiguities that occur 
between the Special Acts and General Statutes. (Also referred to Pi.cal COIIIIIitt, 

MR. RAITBRI MOVED that this be recOlllllitted to COIJIDittae , f .llki 'io'llid ' tllat the resolu­
tion, when compared with the Special Acts, disclosed discrepDncie~ and the cOlllllitte, 
believes it necessary that this be given further study in order to clarify certain 
ambiguities which appear. Seconded by Mr. Baker. 

MRS. BANKOWSKI MOVED to hear from the Corporation Counsel, Mr. Hanrahan, who was 
present. 

MR. RAITBRI objected to hearing from the Corporation Counsel on the grounds that th, 
Committee did not want to make any recommendation until further studies were made. 

At this tica, the Piscal Committee was ready to report on this matter and were re­
quested to bring in their report. 

MR. KAMINSKI, Chairman of the Piscal Committee, said he did not think it was anythi, 
that should concern the Ccmuittee and did not believe it required any action from 
them. 

RISING VOTE taken on hearing from the Corporation Counsel and CARRIED by a vote of 
24 in PAVOR aud 9 OPPOSED. 

MR. HANRAHAN: "You will recall that back in the SUDDer you were requested- to approv, 
parking facilities on Bell Street, which you did at that time. The financing would 
either be by general obligation or general revenue bonds. We hoped that we would 
be able Ito obtain revenue bond. which would not have any effect on the tax ,rate. I ' 
took a number of months to do the spade work. To set up a separate Trustee Agree­
ment, etc. If your Board does not toke action tonight, it menns that the $225,000 
will have to appear in tbe tax rate this year, because you, by your previous action 
have already spproved the purchase of these lots. There were problems that the Bon, 
Counsel saw - that the Board of Representatives would have to authorize additional 
parking meters. These lots were not large enough to reqUire a maintenance staff, 
but rather the use of parking meters. The bonds would have to be paid off from 
revenue from the street lots which would be the simplest way of doing it. The 
simplest thin~ se&IDed to be to prepare a Trustees Revenue Agreement. We would then 
put them on a £unding basis out of parking revenue bonds. Some 34 pages would be tl 
pilot docucent. It seemed best to have your approval of the action of the Parking 
Authority in· issuing these revenue bonda. In fact, what you are going is removing 

. the sum of $225,000 from the current budget. There is no way that we can eliminate 
the approval of your Board. This is the doc~nt that the Trustee will need in ordl 
to meet the terms of the Revenue bonds and to see that the parking lots ar2 operatel 
in accordance with the Statutes." 

MR. FREDERICKS: "When the purchase of this parking lot W38 originally approved, it 
was my definite understanding that assurance wss given to this Board that the credil 
of the City of Stamford was not to be pledged. Now, it appears that Bond Counsel hI 
raised this pll!1"ticular question." 

MR. HANRAHAN: "All we had before was a contract' to purchase." 

MR. FREDERICKS: "Do you now give us your assurance that the action which you now ad 
us to take does NOT pledge the credit of the City of Stacford?" 
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HR. HANRAHAN: "It will remove it fl:OGl the City of Stamford and set it in with the 
revenues frClll the Parking Authority." 

HR. FREDERICKS: "Let the recorda show that the Corporation Counsel has assured us 
that if the Board of Representatives takes the action which 1s submitted before us 
for consideration, that we are not pledging the credit of the City of Stamford for 
the acquisitio., of the parking lots in question. Is that true?" 

HR. HANRAHAN: "Very definitely." 

HR. HUIZINGt\: "I do not think we should go along with voting on this tonight. I 
place a lot of trust and faith in the Chairmen of our various Committees. I shall 
be glad to go along on the question if our Chairman of the Legislative and Rules 
Ccmnittee will agree." 

MR. H,INRAHAN: "Apparently at the time I talked to Mr. Raiteri I did not make myself 
very clear. II 

MR . HUIZINGt\: " 1 IlDl afraid I do not see the infer""ce." 

MR. KAMINSKI: "I did not know we were committed for that money when we passed our 
Resolution No. 214." 

MR. HANRAHAN: "You approved the parking lot, so now you have to approve the funds 
'- to take care of it. II 

MR . NOLAN: "In Resolution 11214 it mentions nothing about where the money is coming 
from. II 

MR. KAMINSKI: "Was that a Special Appropriation, or was it in tbe budget? You have 
me stumped. We certainly don't want this incorporated in our budget." 

MR . FREDERICKS : " I am afraid we have no alternative. We have to look at the 
objective. We don't want it to come out of the budget of the City of Stamford. 
Unfortunately, we have given our approval to the Parking Authority to annex the Bell 
Street Parking Lot. I don't see that anything is to be gained by further debate and 
I therefore MOVE TIlE QUES:rION." 

MR. RHOADES: " I think this whole discussion should have taken place in Coamittee and 
not on the floor of this meeting. I am not going to vote for this unless Cal says 
so . t! 

MR. FREDERICKS MOVED that the matter be TABLED until later in the meeting. Seconded 
by several members and CARRIED unanimously. 

MR. SNYDER asked to be excused at 10:00 P.M. and left the meeting • .... 
(4) Proposed Resolution regarding unaccepted City streets . 

MR . RAITERI said the Legislative & Rules Committee is going on record as approving 
the report of the Planning & Zoning Committee on this matter. 

A RECESS was granted at this time to the members of the Legislative & Rules COQ­
mittee to meet in order to go over the matter of the revenue bonds for the Parking 
Authority f or the Bell Street Lot with the Corporation COun8el. 

Planning & Zoning Committee: 

o 

o 

o 
























































