


























2004 September 8, 1958 

"I will read the most important part of <each bond. On the Indemnity Bond, it stat"8: 

, 

' ••.• • . . be granted a permit or permita for plumbing and/or 
drainlaying in the City of Stamford, and if he in that case 
shall indemnify and' save harmless the C£ty of Stamford and < 
its officers and agenta against any and all and damagea 
resulting or arising from the' performance of any work 
the' permit is iss\1ed, or froil. i:he>pet-fonDan,,'" by the' lIpplicant, 
his agents, employees or subconstractors of any work incidental 
to or connected with such work, and' shall pay all judgments. 
costs and charges thai: may be recOVet;ed--agaiitst- th .... chy' of< Stiuu- " 
ford or any of its officers or agents by' reaaon of the performance 
of said work or in consequence of "any ad: done by said. ,' .••.••••. ' 

, . 
"The rest of this is just a atandard fOrlll. And, thilt i. in the amount of ·$5,000. 

... "T' I.' 

tlNow the Performance Bond reads: 

• ••••••• be granted a pebait or Rermita fpr plumbing in the City 
of Stamford and if he shall ·perform aDd sufficiently complete 
all work for which said permit or permits are i.sued in accor­
dance with the Plumbing Code of the City of Stamford, and all 
other' Ordinance .. o'f the "City of Stamford' within a reasonable' 
time as to fully protect the public health. safety and welfare. 
and if said • • ••• •• ••• will backfill and maintain any street. 
alley, or public grounds ' in wh:l:i:h he-makes'- any openings 'or 
excava tions' as directed by and' to the satis'fact1:on of the Com­
missioner of Public Works for a period of six (6) months after 
initially backfUling tlia same. arid shall pay the cost of 
storing the permanent surface of the street, alley or' public 
grounds' by the city, and that if the: said' ...... :.. in the event 
that at any time the backfilling of any ditches or excavations 
'between the curb and iot line is found defective in that future 
settling occurs within a period of three years after the 
completion of the work. sha<l make or cause to be made nece •• ary . 
resultant repairs to curbs, sidewalks, driveways, et'c . » sw;ject 
to the provisions of Section 29 to 38 of the Code of General 
Ordinances of tile City of Stamford. and that if the said •••• ,: ., •• , 
shall reimburse the City of Stamford for all damages to any city 
property reSUlting from his work operations, regardless of whether 
such damage is dona' by himself, his agents " employees> or subcon­
tractors, then this obligation shall be void.' 

"As in the other Bond. the rest is a standard form. This Bond is in the amount of 
$1.000. 

"These bonds have the approval of the Commissioner of Public Works. We would like to 
refer these two bonds to the Legislative and Rules Committee for their checking as to 
possible conflict with our present Ordinances and to include them as a required part 
of our Code and I so MOVE." Seconded by Mr, Hearing and CAIUlIED unanimously. 

MR. TOPPING MOVED to suspend the rules in order to complete his report. Seconded by 
Mr'. Murphy and CAIUlIEO' unanimously. 

(8) Poor lightIng conditions - Lincoln Avenue, Sherman Street. Grant Avenue -
Complaint from residents (Submitted by Mr . Fortunato, 9th District Representati ve) 
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HR. TOPPING read a letter from Mr. Fortunato, encloaing the petition from residents 
in the neighborhood , complaining of obsolete and insdequate lighting conditions. 

HR. TOPPING: "The Committee recommends that a letter be written to the Public Works 
Department, requesting a. lighting ~urvey be made in this area, and a report submitted 
to this Board, and I so IIOV!:." Seconded by Hr . Fortunato and CARRIED unanimously . 

HR. MILANO informed the Board that he understands that the Power Company i. doing a 
survey on the above streets an4 has taken this: matter up with the Department of 
Public Works. 

, 
(9) Lighting problems on the East Side, near Cove area. 

MR. CONNORS: "lf I remember correctly , four or five months ago~ the question came up 
about lighting in the-East Side. That was over i~ t he Cove area, in the 10th or 12th 
District . I don't know what happened to it, bu. there' was- some mention of a survey 
being made , if I remember correctly. II 

HR. KELLY : "That request was put in , asking for proper and adequate lighting in the 
12th District and it was executed by the Public Works Department and the now Hartford 
Electric Light Company. That was ,8 or 9 month ago . The whole area has been taken 
care of and they did a very good job of it." 

HR. TOPPING-said he knew nothing about Mr. Connors request, but assured him that he 
would look into the matter. 

(10) Complaint from residents of Dora and Albin Street (Submitted by Mr. Connors, 
10th District Representative) 

HR. TOPPING: "I have a request from Mr. Connors regarding complaints from residents of 
Dora and Albin Streets regarding sidewalks on the north side of Cove Road between 
Dora and Al~in and Seaside Avenue. This is practically the same thing. 

"Mr. Maguire, CODlDissioner of Public Works, was contacted and he promises, if at all 
poasible, he will remedy this situation." 

Several members spoke on this . Mr. Connors explained that there is a sidewalk on one 
side only and that the children are not allowed to cross the street at Dora Street and 
they have to walk up that side and there is no sidewalk. They have to walk up to 
Seaside Avenue where a guard is s 'tationed, before being allowed to cross the street. 

(11) Re : Pepper Ridge Place - Opinion from Corporation Counsel 

HR. TOPPING read the following letter from t he Corporation Counsel in answer to a re­
quest for his opinion at the August 4 , 1958 Boar~meeting (See pages 1975 and 1976 of 
Minutes of that meeting.-for further clarification) 

------- --.-

Board of Representatives 
City Hal ~ 
Stamford, Connecticut 

Dear Board Members : 

Sept. 8, 1958 

Re : Pepper Ridge Place 

This is in response to your request for an opinion as to 
whether the fact that one of the property owners on Feppe r 
Ridge Place has filed an objection to the adoption of 
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Resolution No. 279 places anyrestrainta upon the power of 
the Board to proceed thereunder~ 

The powers of the. Board .. with reference to pub~ic improvements 
are set forth in Chapter 64 of the Charter. Th~re is no re. 
quirement therein that all property owner. acquiesce in such 
proceedings. On th .. contrary, Section. 642 expressly provides. 
a procedure' whereby any person affected by such condemnation 
proceedings is rendered an opportunity to be heard in respect 
to any Assessment for benefits or damages . 

- . ~ . 
Further than this, an appeal to Court is provided by Section 
644 which gives. adequate -opportunity. fOf a. full hearing. ,pn 
the merits of any action:. taken... by the Board os. any. other branc~ 
of the· City goverDlllent proceeding un!iel'~ Chapter 61+0 .• 

'. 
Very truly yours, 

.~ ,u,. 
(signed) Raymond G. Cushing 
Corporation Counael 
~ , . ~ 

MR. RAITERI: "My comments deal with the letter from ', the Corporation Counael. I 
don't know whether it was a misunderstanding o~ the part of Mr. Topping, or on the 
part of our Chairman , or our Secretary . -

"However, the intention of the Legislative and Rules Committee in sending a letter to 
the Corporation Counsel on Pepper Ridge Place, was not for hi~ opinion as to whether 
or not any individual could refuse to accept any costs that might be levied in a con­
demnation of this nature.. The. question was as to whether or Dot, infac.t, Pepper 
Ridge Place had been accepted. by the. old Town, Council in th~ir meeting Of 1912 -
sometime around there - because.. of a specific appropr·iation being. made !It that time 
and a resolution which was adopted thereon in regard to fmprovements made on that 
street. 

"They appropriated $500 to put the street in condition to be traveled upon. That was 
the question 'asked by the Legisl&tive and Rules Committee. Was the City, by this 
action, actually accepting the street?" 

MR. RHOADES: "Hr. Raited, was that·, request actually in our Minutes?" 

MR. RAlTERI: "Yes. I !"'Ide tne r~queat at the time the Committee report was being 
made, Mr. Chairman, because the letter was only transferred to me that afternoQn. 1I 

MR. RHOADES: "Then Mrs. Farrell could refer to our Minutes for the specific request. 
In the meantime, this info~,tion could be valuable to us. 1I 

PLANNING & ZONING COKKlTTEE: 

HR. RUSSELL, Chairman, presented his Committee report of meeting held ruesday, 
September 2, 1958. He said the following members ' were present: B. Geronimo, W. 
Murphy, J. Wilensky and G. Russell. 

HR. RUSSELL explained that because of vacation and the lateness of receiving many of 
the petitions for road acceptance, these would have to be deferred for action by the 
Committee until t 'he next meeting. 

(1) Complaints fram residents on drainage problems on roads up for acceptance 
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MR. RUSSELL: "It was particularly noted that from ' this group of roads being petitioned 
for acceptance, the committee was also La receipt of letters and petition9 from groups 
of residents complaining about serious drainage conditions ~n at least seven of the 
roads. These conditions will be very carefull~ investigat.ed before the committee 
makes any recommendations for ~he acceptance oi~any road$ involved with a drainage 
problem. 

(2) Written certifications from City Engineeri on ~oad~ ~~i~g ' petitioned for acceptance 
by City '"'T ~ toft- . , ... "'t 

t~ •• ~_ ..... ~ 

MR. RUSSELL: "Tha Committee also discussed the misunderstanding due to the Board not 
receiving written certificationa, rather tban verbal ones' on the roads recently 
accepted by our Board. v The' mlsunder~tanding was uni~dm~.tlonal: par.tly as a result 
of th~ delayed' St~~ring Comm~ttee meeting of' July, which' allaWea too little time for 
the several p~ocedure steps of visual inspection, writing up and receiving the 
written certifr~a"t'lon,~ thel'i:oIimthee ' meetlng- ana' then' ene typing up of the COIIIIIIittee 
report. It was also partly due to the COlllllittee Chairman being under the impression 
that the Assistant City Engineer had sent the certification to the Secretary of the 
Board, as has been done in the past by the City Engineer, Hr. White, who on this 
occasion, h3d ;not been able ~o make the inspection tou= himself. 

liAs a result of this misunderstanding, and in order to leave no legal doubts as to 
the status of these roads, the Committee agreed that a re!acceptanc~· of said roads 
shoul~ be done at our September m~eting . , . ", 

(3) Acceptance of roads as City streets 
I, -, ' ,,, . 

MR. RUSSBLL said the following roads have been certified by the City Engineer to be 
constructed ~n accordance with the requirements of- the. Plailhin'g Board and the BnBineer­
ing Department and aI's" nave been. iilspeHe!i and receiVed: th'e' favorable approval 'of the 
Committee. (Apl'roved by CUy Engineer- in letter of' Septemb1r 5, 1958\ sddressed to 
Hr. Russell, Chatrman of"Planning ' & Zo-t.ihgt Coa.::l.til.e)" "'r, 

MR. RUSSELL HOVED for acceptance of the following roads as City .treets. Seconded 
by Mr. Geronimo and CARRIFD unanimously: 

- .',,-f" •. , '" 

* BERRIAN ROAD: Extending easterly from the already accepted portion of 
Berrian Road, to Pepper Ridge Road 
Length approximately 505 feet, aa ahown on Hap #5906 on 
file in Town Clerk's office 1 

* GAlTON ROAD: Extending northerly from Interv~le Road to dead end 
Length approximately 950 feet as shown on Hap #5673 on 
file in Town Clerk's office. 

* NORVEL LANE: Extending e6sterly from Gaxton Road to and including turn 
around. Length approximately 475 feet, as shown on Hap 
#5673 on file in Town Clerk's office 

* IDLEWOOD DRIVE , Extending from Berrian Road northerly to dead end. 
Length approximately 1,250 feet a. shown on Hap #5900 
on file in Town Clerk s office. 

* ROBINSON DRIVE: Extending easterly from rdlewood Drive to Pepper Ridge 
Road. Length approximately 470 feet, as shown on Hap 
#5900 on file in Town Cle~k's Office. o 
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* STUDIO ROAD: Extending from Wire Mill Road southerly and essterly to and 
including temporary turn-around. Length approximately 1,534 
feet, as shown on Maps #4063 and #6393 on file in Town Clerk'. 
office. 

NOTTINGHAM DRIVE: Extending easterly ,from the already accepted portion of 
Nottingham Drive' Length~approximately' 382 feet~ a.~· 
shown on Map 16166 on file in Town Clerk!s office. -

CO!IH!RCE ROAD: Extending westerly frmil Harvard Avenue to and including ' a 
turn around. Length approximately 1,355 as shown on Map 
#6043, on file in Town Clerk's office, 

* These roads, through an Jarrar, were accepted at the August 4th 
meeting and are therefo~! being accepted a~ain. 

PARKS. AND RECREATION COHMITTBB: 

MR. KELLY, Chairman presented the committee report. He said ' the committee met 
Auguet 26 wit~ th~ Park Commisnion, and at the' conclusion of the meeting held another 
one of the committee itself. 

MR. KELLY: "The Health Department also met with the Park Commission and informed 
them tha~unless a suitable building was erected on Cove Island to house utilities 
and the necessary facilities required by State Law., the two beaches, would, DOt be 
permitted. to operate. next year. It is the opinion of your Committee that something 
ahaul~ be done tmmedi~tely. to appropriate the necessary' monies to insure the people 
of Stamfo~~ ~he pleasures afforded them through the use' of tbe Cove Island beaches . 
It would also insure th~ continuatioD of the fine recreation program that has been 
given to the children of Stamford during the pas!: three years at Cove Islaiid." 

PETITIONS: 

Petition No . 252 - United Fund reque.t for permisrlon to display pramotioiia l display 
signs in parks. 

MR. KELLY: "A, requl\st for permission to place promotional display signs in the 
fallowing pa~ks' was made by the United Fund: Bedford Street, St. John'., Davenport, 
Richmond Hill and Atlantic Square, from the first week in September through October 
31st. 

"The Park Commission has voted to grant this request and it has been a.k'd by the 
Police Department. Incidentally, as in former years, the Park Department assists 
the UniteQ Fumd in placing these signs and in staring them. Inasmuch as the Park 
Commission and the Police Department have granted permission, I MOVE that the Board 
of Representadv ... alao grant permission. " Seconded by Mr. Hart and CARRIED 
unanimously. 

Re : Acquisition of Park Area 

MR. KELLY: "Your CODDDittee has been notiU ed thet a meeting with interested parties 
concerning the po.sible acquisition of park area, will be set up within the next 
forthnight . " 

Re: Welcome Signs 

MR. TOPPIlIG: "You will remember that some time ago t he Chamber of Com:nerce requested 
·J ..... .:lJ A.. . (1' , 
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permission of this Board to advertise the City of Stamford by placing welcoming 
signs at various entrances to the City. B'oth Mr. Kelly and mys ... lf 'inyesrigilted' 
these signs and at tbat time tbey had no idea 'of the type of sign they wanted, so 
this Board took no action. Now J I notice that:' these si'gns have been made and have 
been placed in position. I was just wondering - do we have to give permission for 
that, or can they be placed without our permission?" 

I ~ j 

MR. KELLY asked Mr. Topping if it was not~ the Jr. Chamber of 
the placement of these signs'. He was informed' that this was 
said it was his understanding that this ~as done through the 
Police Department. ~ ... <'I 'or:J 

" I. 

SPECIAL HOUSING COM!1ITTI!B. " 

MR. RUSSBLL gave an oral report, because of time limitations. 
J'" ".; 

Commerce that requested 
the case. Mr. Kelly 
State and the local 

.' 

MR. RUSSELL: "Our COmmittee met with the Mayor, the City Housi.ng Director and the 
Southfield Village Superintendent or Director and tffe Pblice Ch1~f. There was a 
great deal of discussion, due to the Committee again going up to the Village. It 
looked to us ' as if little or no acUon hacl-<b'een' taken by- th'e HoUsing Au thority as 
to the recommendations made by this Board. Ttiese recoDDnendations were g'iv en after 
a great deal of work on our part. ~. 

"We fotmd· the place! pretty diaturbing asl far"as ,dirt is concerned. I have the 
latest Healt~ report- here and\ tha Fire Deparbuent report and they' more or less 
substantiat~ that these conditions exist - by that I mean the sanitary violations 
and fire violations. We feel !.; that some of' Qur - recotianenditions were' very simple. 
We asked to have mercury lighting put up there on some of these fringe areas be­
cause we felt that it was more desirable for proper general ligbting." 

... , "i ~.., ) J, 

Mr. Russell spoke at some length, reporting<on· the problems tlley'· eni:ountered. He 
stated they were planning another meeting this week, on Thursday, at the Housing 
Authority, to try to iron out various other matters. 

Mr. Russell distributed several pictures of conditions ' they investigated"at the 
Village. The members of the Board inspected the pictures. 

MR. LONGO also spoke of various complaints 
complained that it took many months to get 
in remedying. matters . 

they investigated, in which tenants 
any action from the Housing Authority 

1 

MR. COLATRBLl~ said he thought the Commissioners had failed in their duty. 

MR. RUSSELL pointed out that most of the problems were hard to find a solution for . 
He told of tme garbage situation, where garbage is tossed down a flight of stairs 
because peopl:e are afrarci tor go from one floor to another to use the garbage 
disposal facilities. 

MR. MARCIANO spoke about the need for added police protection and said he was 
very happy to s ee t hat the Board of Finance had finally agreed to give them more 
police. 

MR. NOLAN spoke in favor of the Commissioners and said he knew they were all fine 
persons who were trying to do their duty . He sa id : "I am reminded of a series of 
articles that were recently published i n the New York Times on the problems of 
Public hous ing. When some of the top minds i n New York , who are well versed in 
problems of h':unan relations, find t hey are confronted with the ~ ame type of 

:.!.'7iO 

--------_._-
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prob,~,!,!! ,!!'''s have, w~ re,alJ.ze ,~ea't ~~ti0'l'!! 4;''' rP~v--\1~nt. !9l~f.t>ve""I1,~li .. p ouaing 
opera;~., .., t ,tb,.1~ wb"t, w,~ ,shW~d 1~"Me~ ,1a t!!a~-.l!~ '~.aceJi.ua.1JY .",P"$& •• '<!,e.re. It's 
a case wberLwe arn grouping togather p'eo~l~ in ~ project of ~h1s type - group 
t:al&t1~;.~ 8~timl.a.. a ecOlDe;.very: ~.!ne~ ;q.,"l ~ J.tt; \I,/t~~ lif~,"!:1~ 

j t;~ ,,:~ .... ~ frti .; ...A.(~t!:II .t·l "1'li.-:F J .61'\r -l * _'" t • 

"I was talking tq a gentleman who. livea in. a,'!. ... '!.~ ~!;{,al!!'r,t:m~s vb .... 1; know to be a 
fine person and he ke~ps h1a, apartme~t just t~e w~y he ~eps his body -- ~l-.n, and 
h~ cIp!,s .a goo". jpbJLof it. I, ,realJ,z,!--,Pap'p~,AAY:" <P.F..!'b,I_'!!'III; J'lI..c!'!!!i1 w~~.",heJ!( ,the 
pJ,al',terlMPP"P" to, !>e fall;ln~ ~ !!,tc.. ·ff.Jl~ .1w'$.!;l!!!'r.NaAAaeJl " ,f !P.'IoP1!1t ~iving in 
t.J1e~e apartments wh!'. really are doins;, t Il!'od: J'p'!?J iI'; keeping ~bel,lt!tl!la,c,B8l ,<;.ileBD. 
There seems to be a sort of la~k. 9f..,leaJer~hip ill t.he8~ hou.aing .4eve~~pmen;s, but 
they have probl .... to desl with that are hard to solve an!i> are' preva):'!n.; J.n:,theae. type 
of bUildings, ' ' , ,.' 

~ ' . 3 H~ ~'::i ~. j ~t' t~ 1-= fl.t,.;'" .. -.':1'1 1~ -.::: )~j .... ,Q't' W "lS ' 
~ I d,oir't want ti;>. ,~tepd my r ...... ru any further, but J, w'1uld like: ~o· aal! tJl4t I know 
s~.1'k th!' ... BF".tl~,a,I !?~ th".x,:e ~:!r 1" cf.!~a~aJY, d,.'1,,' t , wlIJ!I:J,!4; I<\! ' .pl!!'ar,~t~ I, felt 

, . t~ .. ey~~_ere .. r~8a~.}il t~,ir~ du4F.~. fit! !..l'" ,~.r; t" # .J ...,}mtr:m.r f i1W~ 1: .... !:;l 'Ui. 
e _ ....... .5' .... • "tIl .J. eJ ... u, II j • ...1 I.:!""' ~rr..';t! ...... tH 1.l., h: .. m 

MJl~ caal9J!1: ::I' thin!< j;. ""~J' l!!l~ ilL !l!!'W!!'~~l'f· lW'itl>fi.f'~dp~ . .!l,!ge,,!'!9r~1 t.l!!!~ anyone 
i~ ~hii rpDlll. I hf,v!, W9~~ ~ Iial~ of t hf a~'l!i..t,lDl!n~s ~ ttle!'!\! " d 'B!!.tI}J>F.fore 
t Rey built these new apartmants, they didn ,to heva ~~. t!\'1\'~'" "t;"" !!z , t\\g~r!h..hf'ving 
today. It has been prove~ time and· time agein thar in. these high. density apartment 
~~il4:1,n8!L" fOu; ~ve J;IO~\,ing but, .tX'.!'ub !8. J,. w~~'rb.l'i one;"up~ ~!plrj.dlLe\lo;t..! l'!!'''sli ' 
Satur~y.,. W9-y, it BYBIi' gc:t,.~'t. bed: , \,'p tl!fl;e t~~ .tJ;\I'Y ... ~cj.,~ . b.l~ck1<OIl ' ,;~~f1l,~. -· 
~here i~ nl' sw:h~ th!ng a 't, ll'lwn,! u there, J.'h.I'."e, .~.,! , ~~ 1?,"9.¥~1: an~~!!.!!'111~ you. , 
speak. to the SUI!.!lr~ntend!','JIt, ·'!!,~.~!rtfepl.c!' .. t .he '.~ .. ~ ~ey. jlA" tr}f.nq~ ,~em out 
again. -O'J.t • 

r.-trrI>Iito: ,'If II:H" 
"In all fairness to the C.-iuion, . I know that up there we Iiave quit'€ it few housing 
ep,!r~nt! ~ ~.t,!",!{1.rd ~~~ ~'1ff1~~~~,t ,;i;ldah~.,~Hay.'l!'I!!m aJ!!h. ~thel;s. 
1'he c0i*!.it ana, 1!,"·{!':...!~M,l~!~f/!9/1,t ,~ ~'tl"j.!;loM.'1I!~!i#~!!;"VAlJillll!o, 4pLJ!AA'¢8t at 
the other projecf s ,- Jllly? ' It A.M' ,go,!!!. J>~!'If . t!l .~~~,, !!I!M~ ai'Y~~! a;J;...J..1IWIr crying 
shame that n;lce I!.!'op!e have to liv~ ia. ":- pl!,c~ wit!> tlt~ tnT of. !leig/tP'!E1!< that would 
Just as sop'" throw bargage out tl!. front do'!.!;., l'!lth~?;d~~ll !;o "a~!< .. t ,oulh g'4!!lllge. can. 
The average home owner doesn't thrqw hia garbage arQUDd. He plac~. it in a paper 
bag and then disposes of it - hI', doe!,~! t ~\1r~.J.!; \,u; into ~ !>all!!'!ly'.". ~lOOlUldn' t 
do that sort of thing in a home~!,f- your · own. , 

i ,. i 1 .,..1.... ... .... ): t.~J"''' • ~~ l .1It 
"I don't think the Hou8ing Authority is lax. In fact, I think, th~y' '''!,~. d!1ing a good 
job. In fairness to them, they have really got a tough nut to crack. It's a hard 
job to keep up "fth people of that sort. I was tslkin~ to Hr. D ........ ~I!ia' monrl.n8' 
and he mentioned that they are going to hire 8 Supervisor of Maintenance and right 
now they are loo~ing for e lady to handle the tenant relations, to see if they 
can't teach same ,of these people to keep thei; homes right, ~o teke c&!;e of their 
garbage right and to take ca~e of their children right. Yqu can go down there in 
the morning and ,see th .... cleaning .. u~ th, s~"!i.~~f. ~ou can go bacl! there ' again 1,,, 
the afternoon and you would think the pla9!.~!!! \1lf!!~~ ~.t by a cyclone - they throw 
stuff out in the road. What .are you going ~t9 j49 J!9a~ . t7 r ~RL_~tter h~ '~; men 
they have down there in Maintenance, t~ey will never pe able to cope with 1t. I 
don't think we , ~h~ul~ cq'!4""'" ~e ,CDllllli,\'li!!,! ,-, ~ ,.~!~,i; is thl! laxity of the. 
tenants - 'lot- i'laV-t;erup1taf-j1!S1='"r,~1:l,"'i¥I:"~~~;"7n:'~s. terrible that the 
majority have· to °suffe1;"'!?eCB'!8''f . o~·;'he It.~~tilf'~~!-JI'1:J"fJjQ.!gy' '!P." 

........ - --.-- - -.--

A great deal more discussion took place in regard to the ,~qa4i~~~s at Southfield 
Village and what could be done to remedy the problems existing the~e. 

., ". 11 1.1 " 
:.!.7'i' l 
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SPECIAL COMKIl'TD ON 1IAIIII0il. SAFBrY: 
.. ,~ 11' t In'.I.iSbnS- s."11;Jl-.;n;a "" ~ -.,~~"'t~-t ,.c"!ol:.i17t.oi " 

MIl. LBWIS, Chainul1t, , preaentedoi!U ~t;J~itt~z:~;.,dJ!,. '!l! du!;1!~ ~!itee has held 
two meetings" plus a' third fo>: an. iiulpecti."'!. of the harbor of tlie., c;!SVll0f' Stamford. 

t - -.... 1. -l F" , 

the 

. . ., \ I 1" Jf..:oo"'t ' .~~. 

MR. RHO&DIS p~e.anted the' ~Q~~OW~ ~~cat~~ 
of the' Board: bf Recreation- .~ . , .1. 

, .t u 

f!~~, Fr~n~ ~~f~~ a~f1~er 

• 

. . ... .. , 
If ,1" I " 

1 

J. \-.f _.4. .;;t ; 
"IJ "II! .J • ..!tl.t'f:il t" 
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AU81c1st 25, 1958' 
.. ~, _J_ ~>l 

Att: Hr. NortolI R!i9a~8 , vre~~~ent ·,.,.t.~ fir "'" ~J 
Board of Rapre.en~!'t!,vei .. ,' J T .( 'I,' ') . ..1 _~ "'{ H > 
Stamford, Co~e.c~~~~,"1 f'- ... 1\ ,.""1<) o",t ..I .... 

1 f .. .," ~. ... 
• \ ;I . , "'" ~ .. :;. 1 ..... .. '. 

Re : Usage of canned andckeg beer ~pleYkround.areaa in the City 
of Stamford as already pass'ed by the l\oa1l:<I of lIepre,aentativea and 
discuased on. Honday evening. August 4, 1958 

1 
Gentlemen: 

! 

At your meeting of Auguat 4 , 1958, it was stated that the Recreation 
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Board was represented at a committee-meeting, May 3, 1958, by Frank 
Zezima, who attended with full power to act for the Board of Recre­
ation. 

I disagree with the above statement. I stated to th, Committee at 
the meeting MaY' 3rd "that I could not speak for the, enUre Board of 
Recreation, but would take back to the Board the substance of the . 
meeting that they, iil turn, would act on same." 

, 
My procedure, 8S I mentionea above; was .decided at a Boord of 
Recreation meeting previous to the COmmittea meeting of May 3rd. 
Why should I violate my Board' s tru~_ t in me? 

1 feel that there has been a misuriderstandirig or a mis-quote regard­
ing my statement -- the corre~r ' 8t~tement, and "1 repeat: ~ 

I 
"I will carry back to my Board." 

" 
It ia 'certainly not my lntention~ nor the intention of our Board, to 
prolong a discussion of tli~ differences of opinion on this matter. 

1 knoW that if Minutes were kept of the tbiy 3, 1958 meeting, you will 
find my statements to be correct. 

Sincerely yours, 
,-

(signed) Frank Zezima 
Kember, Board of Recreation 
City of Stamford 

P.S-. I would be pleased r£ you would read 
tHe above aa a Communication at your 
next meeting. Thank you. F.Z. 

. ... 

MR. RAIIBRI: "There definitely was some misunderstanding there. It was the Committee's 
understanding that Mr. Zezima came there with full power to act for the Board of 
Recreation. Whether or not this was true, we will have to leave in the minda of ~he 
individuals studying the .ituation. However, there i. one important .tatement which 
Hr. Zezima has made and I think deserve. comment, and that i. this: He stated his 
position that he would carry back to his Board the thoughts conveyed at that Com­
mittee meeting. If that was true, and he did carry back to his Board any discussion 
and points that the Committee brought up that evening, then his Board would have known 
PRIOR to the adoption of that Ordinance what our thoughts were and what we were con­
templating. 

liAs you' know, the rules of the Board provide that an Ordinance has to _be presented for 
publication and then, one month later, it will be acted upo~ for adoption . Therefor •• 
the Board of Recreation had ON! MONTH in which to notify us of any objection~ that 
they may have had to any of the propoa.ls in the proposed Ordinance. That month pas.ed 
withou~ any objections being voiced, either perso~lly to any of the members, that I 
know of, or in letter form to thill Board. 

"Therefore. in view of these facts, I think we· can correctly assume that the Board of 
Recreation was in accQrdance with the proposals as set forth in the PUBLISHED Ordi­
nance that appeared i~ the Stamford Advocate. If they disagree at this point, then I 
think Lhey were remiss in their duties when they didn't notify U;, during that month's 
period, that they objl!cted to anything that was being proposed." 
' .1'-" ""1 
.... ~ , t ' J 
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Re: Notice of P.U.C. hearing, Friday, September 19, 1958, in Hartford, upon appli­
cation of The Connecticut Company for operation of bus service to provide transportation 
for students to and from the new Catholic High Sch~ol on Newfield Avenue. etc . 

MR. LEWIS: "Apropoa of the transportation of school children, I think this Board should 
communicate with the PUC regarding a long-standing problem, particularly when these 
busses will be operating on Newfield Avenue and carrying school children. They should 
have signs stating 'School Bus' and 1 would request that you turn tbat over to the 
proper Committee for action. I would prefer that it go to L & R who are quite familiar 
with it - in fact, I think it has been i" th",ir f11es now for the past seven years." , . 

MR. RAlTERl, Chairman of the Legislative and Rules Committee, was questioned as to 
whether or not this was agreeable to :6!m. L·~ . 

MR. RAlTERI : "Mr. Lewis has made 'a proposal that we go on record as approving the fact 
that these busses be designated as school busses during the hours in which they will 
serve the Catholic High School, I believe. I think we can act on this right now, as 
long as it is on the floor." 

MR. CONNORS pOinted out that this had been discussed by the Soard a couple of years ago 
and it was discovered that as long as these busses serve the public as well as the 
school children . they cannot be forced to designate these busses 48 "school busses lt

• 

MR. RHOADES mentioned that this was a very complicated matter. especially when the 
busses are used for other transportation besides the transportation of school children, 
when they are public busses and not used exclusively for the transportation of school 
children. 

MR. LEWIS asked that the Board make an attempt to go on record as to their thoughts on 
the matter . 

MR . RUSSELL said this had been discussed 80 many times and the Board is still waiting 
for an opinion as to whether or not they have any jurisdiction in the .,atter . He said 
we even went so far as to ask the PrQsecuting Attorney about it and th~ matter was 
never resolved. 

It was decided to write a letter to the P.U.C . , going on record as approving identifi­
cation signs on busses carrying school children. This was unanimously approved. 

OW BUSINESS: 

Re : Fact-finding Committee on problems connected with Police Department 

(Ordered placed on Agenda at the August 4th Soard meeting, for 
discussion as a Committee of the Whole at the next meeting) 

MR . RHOADES: "The President would like to explain what he believes to be the parlia­
mentary situation, after which he will turn the Chair over to a selected individual. 
Mr. Nolan , the Parliamentarian and your President, having been studying Robert ' s 
(Robert's Rules of Order) over the past couple of weeks, and we believe that the 
proper procedure to meet as a Comm1tte~ of the Whole is this: The President shall 
select a ChairMan for the Committee, which involves all the members here present, and 
a Clerk for the Committee , both of them other than the present President and Clerk of 
thi s Board ; that the Committee will meet and discuss only the single matter which is 
before them. Then, the Committee will decide what action to take. This action will 
be taken by a majority vote only . That having taken such action , the Committee will 
then vote to ri.'3e and report to this Board. and will report in the person of its 
Chairman or its Clerk. This report will then be accepted or not accepted by the 
Whole Board. 

" '''' -'1 4 . ' IL t: 
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"If there is a motion in the Committee ( of the Whole) which is acceptable to a 
majority - for instance, to investigate the Police Department - this motion will then 
have to be made in the form of a resolution, after the Committee has risen, to the 
whole Board and will require 27 votes (two-thirds of the total membership). Mr. Nolan, 
is that essenthlly the proper form?" 

MR. NOLAN: lilt ls.11 

The President explained that under normal circumstances, he would appoint the Majority 
Leader to presi~eJ but it was desirable to retain him to act as Parliamentarian. In 
the absence os the Minority Leader, who would be next in line, he appointed ~~. John 
C. Macrides, Assistant Majority Leader, to act as Chairman of the Committee of the Whole . 
Mr.' Robert Lewis, the Assistant Minority Leader, was appointed to act as Clerk. 

MR . ~CRIDES took the Chair and Mr. Lewis assumed his duties as Clerk. 

HR. ~CRIDES called for a motion regarding the specific matter to be considered: 
"A Fact - finding Committee on problema connected with the Police Department." 

MR . CUMMINGS MOVED for adoption of the following resolution : 

NOTE: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Representatives of the City 
of Stamford: 

That a fact-finding Committee of· said Board is authori.ed 
in accordance with Section 204.2 of the Charter, to inves­
tigate the Stamford Police Department and to report to the 
Bosrd of Representatives its findings, along with any recom­
mendations thereon. Said Committee shall consist of eight 
members, fo~r Republicans and four Democrats, and shall 
elect its own Chairman. 

No further recording is made in the Minutes of the proceedings 
of the meeting of the Committee of the Whole, for the reason 
that Robert's Rules of Order states u'n1e Secretary does not 
record in the Minutes the proceedings of the Committee .. . .. I I 

At the end of debate and meeting of the Committee of the Whole, Mr. Rhoades took the 
Chair and the Clerk again assumed her duties. 

HR. NOLAN MOVED that the Committee rise and report the result of its sction on the 
resolution presented by Mr. Cummings on the appOintment of a Fact-finding Committee to 
investigate the problems co~nected with the Police Department. Seconded by Mr. Rsiteri. 

MR. BAKER: IIHow can we report on something we have taken no action on1" 

HR. NOLAN: "A motion stating that the COlIIDittee rise and report is the same as adjour­
tng in this case. 1I 

VOTE taken on Hr . Nolan's motiqn that the Committee rise and report . CARRIED unanimously . 

MR . NOLAN explained the p~oper procedure in order to further clarify Mr. Baker'. 
question . 

HR. NOLAN: "After the adjournment of the meeting of ·the Committee of the Whole, which 
was accomplished by the vote just taken on my motion, then the Chairman or the Clerk 
who presided at the meeting of the Committee, brings the matter which was before it 
, yo, _,, _ 
.c:. ( (.) 
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on the floor ~-- in this case, namely, Hr. Cummings· resolution. In other words, we 
have deliberated in the Committee meeting. We are now going' to bring before the Board 
the question of the resolution for a vote. This vote will require an affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of the members of the Bosrd, or 27 'lotes, in' order- to be adopted or 
amended. That would be the Parliamentary status. II 

MR. LEWIS read the resolution which was considered by the Committee of the Whole and 
HOVED for its adoption. Seconded by Hr. Connors : 

f. I' 
RESOLUTION NO. ' 281r 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Repr'e~entir.tives of the City 
of Stamford,: 

• 
That a fact-finding Committee of said Board is authorized in 
accordance witlr Section 204.2' of the' Charter, to investigate' 
the Stamford Police Department and to report to the Board of 
Representatives its findings, along with any recommendations 
thereon. Said Committee shall oon'sist of eight members, four 
Republicans and four Democrats, and shall elect its own Chairman. 

MR. CUHHINGS: "The question which was brought up by one or two members was the question 
of whether or not this should be referred to several committees. The reason for re­
ferring this to a Committee of the Whole was because this ' was' such a controversial 
question that no one committee should be required to- extend- themselves that much. 
Consequently, I believe that' the adoption of ' this' resolution is the only practical 
approach to the problem and one that will certai.nly we~l answer the question." 

MR. RAlTERI was given permission' to ask Hr. Cummings a question. 

MR. RAITERI: IIMr . Cummings, am I correct in assuming that your presentation was a 
written one - your Com:Jlents on the resolution?!! 

MR. CUHHINGS: "Substantially, although I would not promise to b~ able to repeat them 
verbatim." 

MR. RAlTERI : "Hr. Chairman, as I stated in the meeting· of the Committee of the Whole, 
it is my feeling that the sentiments of Hr. Cummings when he presented his resolution 
are substantia l ly those of my own and I think, perhaps those of the other members. 
Therefore, Hr . Chairman, I HOVE that Mr. Cummings' presentation be incorporated as 
part of our Minutes. I see this 88 being, more or less, a test vote, because if the 
members vote favorably on this motion, that it be incorporated as part of our Minutes, 
they are, in fact, going along with the purpose that Hr. Cummings set forth In his 
statement. 1I Seconded by Mr. Roche. 

HR. RHOADES : "Mr. Raiteri, there is a peculiar legislative situation here. During a 
meeting of the Committee of. the Whole, no Minutes are kept and they do not become a 
part of the Hinutes of this meeting. Mrs. Farrell has been keeping a record, although 
she has done it separately, and even that is generally not done in a meeting of the 
Committae of the Whole . There is simply no record kept. Therefore, if Hr. Cummir,gs' 
remarks are to b e translated to this Board, it will. have to be done over again. They 
will have to be submitted in writing, as something new, appearing at this moment, in 
connection with the resolution. They could not merely be transferred from the meeting 
of the Committee of the Whole, Therefore, if you move that certain remarks which you 
know Hr. Cummings has in his possession are to be made a part of the Minutes, or you 
don't even have to divulge how you know that he has them (laughter). That would be 
the Parliamentary situation. 1I 

:.!.7i'1j 
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VOl'! taken. on incorporeting~ Hr. CUmalings' written stetement regarding the proposed 
.• resolution. CARRI!D~ unanimously. 

The foll~g' is incorporated in the Minutes, being Hr. Cummings written statement. 
regarding his proposed resolution: 

"The agenda, discloses that, the proposal about to cOlDe before us 
concerns the appointment of- a 'fact-findihg'committee on problems 
connected with the Police Department. Thst there are problems, 
comes from no les8 an aut~ority than the Chief of Police. In his 
annual report for"the fiicil year ended- last June 30th, the Chief 
pointed out the needl for 25 additional ~en, owing· to, the spread in 
population and the community's growing shopping and housing de­
velopments. Three additional policemen were granted in the regular 
budget, and-six more were g~anted , by the aoard of Finance last 
Friday night as a partial solution ·to the problem • 

. ' 
"There. remains, however,. a great deal: t;lf dis8atiaf~ct1OD .. In the 
month just past, since this action was proposed, L have talked to 
regular snd special police, to b_uainesa , and, profesl\ional people and 
a truck driver, to city offielals. and to' others~ . They are over­
whel.l1l1ngly, ill favor of thb.' action. ': ~ people of this city are 
unhappy because-they don't have adequate police protection. Chief 
Kinsella is unhappy beceuse he can't get the additional police 
whicn ne a,aye are . ..... ded to do the job. The Board of Finance is 
unhappy because the majority of them feel that ' no more police are 
necessary than! tbos& they have provided. The policemen themselves 
are very unhappy for reasons we all kn~ well. Among other things, 
they are underpaid, must make their 0WIl time available for Court 
appearances - they feel that they are not backed by the Courts, 
etc. All of these . things point to a problem. 

"Now, as to fact-finding, the only provisions in the Charter for 
such fact-finding are fixed in Se~tion 204. 2. Here, the Board of 
Representativ~a i~ given authority and responsibility for inves­
tigation, subject to, a two-thirds approval' of its entire memb°er­
ship" of any officer, department or agency of the City administra­
tion. Nowhere in the Charter do we find~ any mention of the need 
for _lfeasance, dereliction', neglect or apathy, incompetence or 
dish~esty. or anything of the sort, as a prerequiSite to investi­
gaticm. It would be batter, perhaps, if the investigative powers 
of our Board were strictly defined for good purposes &9 well as 
bad. But, I'd venture to say that if investigations were specifi­
cally stipulated for superior performance of duty, we'd be so 
burdened that no . time WI)uld remain for legislation. 

"We are not bent on a wLtch hunt! We are not- chasing shadows! 
We have been, to date, a credit to ~he citizens who elected us, and 
our action tonight can sustain that credit. Yet, I believe there 
are those of us who balieve that we can do no good by this action. 
In other words, we are powerless to achieve for our people the 
measure of pglice security that our community needs and deserves. 
Maybe· tbey are afraid ,we'll offend someone! But ; there cannot be 
one of us who believes that we will purposely find fault where none 
exists; no clean skirt was eyer soiled by proper washing . 

_ .:. .. - ----------
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"A word about finances. You heard the' fiscal report, noting that 
the pension problem of our City 10 being held in CoumitUe. Tlti .. is." 
a tremendous problem which is bound to cost the City millions of 
dollars before we are actuarilly sound. Additional firemen. have 
added to the problem. Additional policemen would add still more. 
And, certainly we all know that our WORKING policemen are sorely in 
need of increased pay. Now is the time to face. these problems before 
they become insurmountable, and the proposed Committee of thia Board 
may help to meet the. needs - to find the solution. ,. 

"In its initial budget reque.t, the Board of .Safety requested 25 
additional patrolmen • . By J the time the budget reached-.us ' from the 
Board of Finance, three ,additional police remained. On Friday night, 
the Board of Finance added six more and we can presume that this stems 
directly from the work of our Special Housing Coumittee. Bue, more 
needs to be don~, and the propo~ed Comaittee can help find the way: 
Certainly, more needs to be done in this respect to prevent a more 
g~eral disrespect for law and order tha~already exists. . . . -, -
"In ahort, we have a need for this proposal about to be ma~e J to be 
passed unanimously. Any dissenting votes' can only be construed as 
tacit approval of an undermanned, underpa-id police force, geared to 
yesterday, without any vision of, today or. tomorrow. 

"I therefore ask for unanimous approval of the resolution. II 

The President again read the resolution (See Resolution No. 284). He asked Mr. 
Cumm4ng~if he int~nded to set any time limit on the report of the proposed Committee. 

1 

Mr. CUlllllings replied: "Not until final ection, Mr. President. I believe, however, 
that the Committee would appear on every subsequent Agenda. Am' I not correct?ll 

MR. RHOA!lES : "That is correct, 

MR. CUMMINGS : "Consequently, a report would be forthcoming whenever enough material 
is gathered. 8S a progress report. As far 88 a final report is concerned , my personal 
feeling would be that the Committee itself would have to set a time limit." 

MR. RHOADES explained that the Committee would run the length of the Board's term, 
unless it should, by action of the Board, be discharged sooner. The President said 
it was his feeling that some ace ion s~ould be taken by Budget time, as this would 
involve the Budget. 

MR. CUMMINGS reminded the Board"that his remarka have been incorporated in the Minutes 
regarding his resolution (Resolution No . 284) and he therefore thought the report 
which Mr. Colatrella had prepared should also be made a part of the Minutes and so 
MOVED, Seconded by Mr. DeForest, 

Nate: Hr. Colatrella's report was presented to each member of 
the Board for use in the meeting of the Committee of 
the Whole. 

MR. RAITERI MOVED TO AMEND that Mr . Colatrella's report be referred to the Investi­
gating Committee . The amendment was accepted by Mr, Cummings and CARRIED unanimously . 

VOTE taken on adoption of Resolution No. 284 and CARRIED by unanimous rising vote. 
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, 
MR. RHOADES appointed the following Special Committee, as authorized by Resolution 
No. 284, to act as a fact-finding Committee to investigate prqb~~ co~ected' with 
the Police Department: 

Democrats 

George V. ·Connors I Chairman, pro tem. 
Anthony Kolich, Jr. 
Patrick J. Fortunato 
Bernard B. Geronimo 

Republicans 
+ :..... -, J (' 'r... -·1 ~ 

,~ ." J:.a* ~S., C.....ungs 
Joseph A. Cullen 
Alan H. Ketcham 
John DeForest .. 

MR. RHOADES: "It is recommended that the Committee report by Budget time, if possible . 
Other details can be worked out at later meetings. It 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Re: Water Resources: 

MR. GERONIMO spoke bri~fll' regarding:,the poHu.tion' of the ,water _res0l!rcel! of the City 
of Stsmford. He suggested that steps be taken' to prevent any further contamination of 
brooks and streams by septic effluent • 

... ~." , ~ .~'\'" ".;.tl - .t' j :~ • .' . 1. !1 + J 

MR. TOPPING said this i • • being, investigated, at 1the_prelent time, in order to prevent 
further contamination of streams by effluent from septic systems in the schools . He 
said he hoped to have a report on this at a later. date , as to what can and cannot be 
done to remedy the situation. 

Re: Board Meetings 
. , 
~. 

MR. RHOADES announced that the next Board meeting would be held October 6, 1958 and 
the Steering Committee meeting on September 22, 1958 .• ~ 

Commendation to member of Clergy: 

MR. BAKER MOVED for a riaing vote of commendation for Reverend W. David Crockett in 
his remaining during the entire meeting. (Applause) 

Adjouroment: 

MR. BAKER HOVRD for adjouroment, which was duly seconded and CARRIED unanimously. 
i 

vf 

" '''' -'' J ,c., I . 

• 
f~mittd' 

Norton Rhoades, ~Pr~e"s'fi':d"'en"\."e.-<:%~-~ 
Board of Representatives 


