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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I think Mr., Wiederlight said much better
than I can say it. We can spend money to take care of everything else trucks and
everything else, but when it comes to people, we drag our feet, and I think it's
about time that we stopped dragging our feet on people that contribute the money,
and the people on the West Side are taxpayers like anyone else. I feel that we
have a responsibility to at least spend $45,000 for the Center in their area.

I would ask this Board to let's get it out of the way and be done with it.

Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wider.

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. The Yerwood Center provides a service,
a2 much needed service in the Community, and I think it behooves us to appropriate
these funds which are needed because they are for the people as was mentioned.

I don't think it's important in our discussion that we consider what other monies
are provided for for other centers or what we.spent money for in the past. I °
think the bottom line as was mentioned is the people. They're taxpayers in the
City. They deserve this type of Center. It provides good in the Community and
this appropriation should be passed. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Zelinski.

MRS. SAXE: Thank you, Madam President. Through you to Mrs. Hawe. Mrs. Hawe,
this was not in the original budget it was it?

MRS. HAWE: It was requested but I believe it was cut out at the Mayor's level,
and because they wanted to be sure that the Yerwood Center had a plan to raise
funds themselves and to be viable economically and so they put it in the
contingency fund until such time as a plan was drawn up and the City was sure
that they were on solid ground financially. At this point, the City is sure
and so the money is coming through for an appropriation. It was put in the
contingency fund all along with this in mind.

MRS. SAXE: Thank you.
PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Hawe. Mrs. Saxe, are you finished?

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. Yes, I do recall here that this $45,000
was placed in the contingency reserve. This is not a new requirement, and it was
based on the successful operation of the organization there and apparently, it
has been organization and I would vote for the $45,000 based that it was something
that had been thought of and now it's time to provide it. Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Bonner. There being no further speakers,

we'll move right to a machine vote. We are voting on $45,000 additional approp-
riation for the Yerwood Center. Please use your machine. We need 24 votes.

Has everyone voted? Mr. Boccuzzi has absence himself from this vote. The
motion has PASSED 29 affirmative, 0 negative, 2 abstaining and 4 not-voting.

{(18) $§ 2,660.00 - CENTRAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSFER pursuant to Ord. 510,

(Transfer) per Finance Comm. Marra's undated request:
(Ord. 510) From Code 244.2930 Stationery and Supplies $2,660.00
To: Code 244.1130 Part-time salaries 2,660.00

(Part-time, 19 hrs. week, no benefits, $4.00 hr., 35 wks.)

Board of Finance approved 10/26/83.
also referred to EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: {CONTINUED)

MRS. HAWE: Item #18 is one of these that does not belong under our jurisdiction
as is item #19.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Before you go on, and the Chair agrees with you, Mrs. Hawe.
Is there any comments on 19 or 20 from this Board for the record? 18, 19,

or 20. Anyone want to comments on any of those? We're not taking any action
on it. We'll move right along.

MRS. HAWE: I didn't mention 20, but actually, you are right. That's something
that just the Board of Finance does., We don't look at the close-outs. That
got on there by mistake. 3

(19) "3 600.00 - COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE/CONTROLLER - TRANSFER pursuant to
(Transfer) Ord. 510, per Comm, Marra's undated request. Board of
{Ord. 510) Finance approved 10/26/83.
From: Code 240.1110 Salaries $600.00
To: Code 242.1230 Accounting Finance
Records (Group 24 Controller)
College Tuition (MEA/Fairfield Univ.) 600.00
S

BOARD TOOK NO ACTICN

(20) $131,400.25 - CAPITAL PROJECT CLOSE-OUTS/UNISSUED BONDS - Request for
authorization to close-out the following Capital Projects,
which either have been completed, or will not be started:

Traffic Department, #280.629 Bus Shelters $106,000.00

Smith House SNF 4-wheel drive vehicle 220.25

Recreation Dept. #650.541 Band wagons 25,180.00
$131,400.25

Per Comm. Marra 10/18/83.

Board of Finance approved 10/26/83.

Above also referred to EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT.

BOARD TOOK NO ACTICN

(21) 5 74,000.00 - PARKS DEPARTMENT - AMENDMENT TO CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET
{Transfer) by adding $74,000 for a new project to be known as #610.458
VEHICLE REPLACEMENT (Parks Dept. garbage truck), to be
financed by bonding, as follows, per Mayor's request
10/18/83. Board of Finance approved 10/26/83.

Transfer from Close-outs (see item #20 above)..$48,278.46
Additional appropriation to be bonded.......... 25,722.00
£74,000.46
Above also referred to PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE.

APPROVED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA

MR. BOCCUZZI: Madam President, I know 21 is on the Consent, but something just
came into my mind from a letter from the Planning Board. May I ask a gquestion
of the Fiscal Chairman even though that particular item is on Consent?
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

PRESIDENT SANTY: I think you can ask a question, Mr. Boccuzzi, certainly.

MR. BOCCUZZI: This garbage truck is going to be for the Parks Department.
It's not to be buy it, give it to the Public Works; Public Works is going to
give you an old one such as the letter from the Planning Board?

MRS. HAWE: ©No, in fact, we specifically asked that, and no, they are going to
use the new one. Parks Department is going to use the new truck.

MR. BOCCUZZI: I figure if they can buy station wagons, they can buy their own
truck.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Boccuzzi.

(22) § 14,500.00 - CULTURAL EVENTS - additional appropriation, representing
increases in 83/84 budgets of the following cultural aqenc;es,
per Mayor's request 10/18/83. Board of Finance approved
10/26/83. (These requests identical to amounts approved
for 83/B4 budgets.)

Code 730.3350 Young Artists Philharmonic..... .$ 1,000.00
Code 730.3340 State Opera....ccssacesenssasas- 5,000.00
Code 730.3315 Hartman Theatre............ eeese 5,000.00
Code 730.3330 Stamford Symphony........ +easss._3,500.00

$14,500.00

Above also referred to PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE.

MRS. HAWE: At budget time, each of these four cultural institutions, the
Young Artists Philharmochic, State Opera, Hartman Theatre and Stamford Symphony
had their requests for funds cut 50%. The Mayor has requested reinstatement
as it appears that their operations are affected by this decrease in revenue.
Fiscal voted in favor; 3 in favor, 1 opposed, and 3 abstentions and I so move.

PRESIDENT SANTY: There's a motion made and seconded. Secondary Committee,
Parks and Recreation, Mr. DeLuca.

MR. DeLUCA: Waive the Committee report on this, please.

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion to waive the Secondary Committee report. Is there
a second? Seconded. All in favor of waiving the Secondary Committee report,
please say aye. Opposed? We'll waive the Secondary Committee report.
Discussion on #22 under Fiscal.

MRS. MAIHOCK: I had a call from someone who is interested in the distribution,
and this particular person wondered why, for instance, the Stamford Symphony
was only given $3,500 and the State Opera $5,000? I was just wondering since
we have the Opera and the Hartman Theatre at $5,000, why is that?

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. Hawe, can you answer that question?

MRS. HAWE: Yes, because traditionally, all these cultural institutions do not
receive the same amount. For instance, in the fiscal year just passed, 82,83,

the Hartman got $10,000, the Symphony got $6,000, State Opera got $7,000,

Young Artist Philharmonic got $1,725. 1It's reflective of what they ask for

and the size of their operating budget and the size of their organization.

All of them would not get the same amount because they have different size groups.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

MRS. HAWE: (continuing) The Philharmonic is not as big as the Hartman, for
instance.

MRS. MAIHOCK: I understand that. This person did feel, however, that they really
should be more equalized, and I just wanted to draw that to your attention.

MRS. HAWE: It also depends on what they ask for. They didn't ask for the same
amount.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Hawe, and Mrs. Maihock.

MR. BURKE: This is just a guestion through you, Madam Chairman. Of the amounts
of money that was cut at the Mayor's level, of what portion of that is this
$14,500 represt? 1Is it restoration of the full cut or?

MRS. HAWE: 1It's a restoration, yes, it's a restoration of the full cut. Their
requests were cut in half and this is a restoration of that amount. So, it would
bring them up to what they had originally requested at budget time.

MR. BURKE: Thank you.
PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Burke. Thank you, Mrs. Hawe.

MRS. GERSHMAN: Thank you. I must speak in favor of this. After all, we are
always talking about the quality of life in Stamford and we are talking about having
something to do and bringing people into Downtown, and here is a chance to provide
these funds so that our own organizations in Stamford can continue to operate.

They do operate on a shoestring. They count the paper clips, so, I would urge you
to vote for this to help their continuance through this year.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Gershman.

MR. LIVINGSTON: Yes, through you, Madam President to Mrs. Marie Hawe, there was
one item I recall on here that people from other cities partidipate in, but for
some reason, their municipalities have turned them down. Which one was that?

MRS. HAWE: That was the Young Artist Philharmonic. Can I elaborate on this?

MR. LIVINGSTON: It's not really necessary. I'm not going to nitpick on that one,
but I am a little upset with the Hartman Theatre squeezed in here. I don't know
how much money we are going to continue to spend on the Hartman Theatre and allow
the Coliseum Authority to really as I see it, soak up partically all of the funds
that have been allocated for cultural events in this City.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Livingston.

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I really would like to speak in

favor of this $14,500 appropriation. When you loock at this in comparison to the
rest of the budget, it is small. It is so critical though to a vibrant Downtown.
As critical as it is to have community centers and that's very important; to have

a live neighborhoods across the City. That's how critical it is to having a live
Downtown. Each one of these things really depends upon subscriptions, upon
corporate contributions, and upon the City's help. This is not a fortune in help, |
and I really believe that these four cultural events as they occur during the year,
really make this City something special, and I hope that this appropriation is
passed.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Goldstein.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Through you to Chairperson Hawe, if these appropriations are
passed tonight, the performance that would be put on by these particular groups,
will this be free to the public?

MRS. HAWE: If they're not free now, they won't be. It won't change anything.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Was there any back up material? Give "for instance," what
will the money for State Opera be used for?

MRS. HAWE: State Opera's total budget is $108,000. I can't tell you exactly
what this $5,000 will be used for but theéir budget goes for things like paying
staff, advertising, their flyers, their mailings, the productions itself, the
program tickets, insurance; all things like that.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: How do they arrive at coming before this Board for a figure
of $5,000? 1Is that just something they thought of?

ERS. HAWE: What are you talking about, State Opera?
MS. SUMMERVILLE: Yes.

MRS. HAWE: They had asked for, I don't know what possessed them to ask for
$10,000 this year. They had received $7,000 last year from the City, and they
‘had requested $10,000 this year.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: FPor what? They just say to the City, I want $10,000.

MRS. HAWE: Every department and every one of these community services or
cultural events, puts in a request to the Mayor and the Mayor if he feels it's
legitimate, puts it in the budget.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: I'm not trying to be facetious, but I'm think of them on

the level of a community center. Southfield had to say what they are going to
use their money for. They had to produce their budget to show that the audit
was approved. Yerwood Center had to do the same. I could go on and on with
other groups that came before us. I'm just wondering what kind of order did
they come before the Board as to say, this is why I justify asking for the

use of $5,000. I used that one because I just picked that one up. I'm really
thinking of all of them.

MRS. HAWE: I can tell you what their budget is if you want to see it. $66,000
for expenses for production. 56,000 for the Artistic Director; $7,500 to rent
the theatre; $2,000 for lighting; $17,000 for advertising; $9,500 for other things
like telephone, insurance, dues. I can't tell you what this particular $5,000

is going for. 1It's Jjust part of their ...

MS. SUMMERVILLE: This will help their operating budget.

MRS. HAWE: Yes, their operating budget.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Thank you.



i :
42, MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1983 42.

FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Hawe and Ms. Summerville.

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. If I understand it rightly, the Coliseum
Authority would provide money to Hartman Theatre. If that is correct, it would
seem that they might not need the $5,000, and we could go in for a $9,500 budget
to fund the Young Artist for a $1,000, the State Opera for $5,000, and the
Stamford Symphony for $3,500. First of all, is my assumption correct that the
Coliseum Authority provides money for the Hartman Theatre. !

|
MRS. HAWE: No, it's not.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mrs. Hawe, will you'comment? Mr. Bonner, I think your question
as stated is could we eliminate one of these?

MR. BONNER: Yes.

MRS. HAWE: ©No, it's not, Jim. The Coliseum Authority funds the Stamford Center
for the Arts. The Hartman Theatre is an entity that will be housed in the
Stamford Center for the Arts but it is a different entity and they are not funded
by the Coliseum Authority. I think Mrs. Gershman can bear me out on that.

MR. BONNER: Thank you very much.
PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Bonner.
MR. BOCCUZZI: Move the question.

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made to move the guestion. Is there a second?
Several seconds. All in favor of moving the question, please say aye. Opposed?
We need two-thirds. Please use your machine to move the question. We need 24
votes. Use your machine. We're voting on moving the guestion on item #22 under
Fiscal. Has everyone voted? The motion to move the question has been DEFEATED
by one vote; 23 affirmative, 9 negative, 0 abstaining and 3 not-voting.

MRS. SIGNORE: Thank you, Madam President. I feel that $14,500 is a modest sum
for programs that are available to the entire City. If we have people Downtown
in the evening, we have a more vibrant City which is what we've been trying for.
We've been trying to get this City populated in the evenings. I1f we can draw
people Downtown by activities such as these, we do have that more vibrant City,
and we also have a safer City. Thank you.

MRS. McINERNEY: Madam President, on Fiscal Committee, I was one of the people
who abstained only because I reserved my right to vote until such time as I could
look at previously submitted financial reports by the groups involved with this
request.

I feel that based on the fact that everything, unfortunately, increases in life,
including utilities and production costs and things of that nature, it comes a
time when you have to look at the cost versus the benefit on some items, and
truly, we do support as Mr. Wiederlight mentioned earlier, sidewalks, parks,

Pink Tent if that's what you want. We do have a lot of cultural things in
Stamford that people can go to and along with having active and viable community
center in neighborhoods where we are trying to improve the quality of life for
the residents. I think that the quality of life for all of Stamford will be
improved and can continue to grow and be improved. What we fail to see sometimes
because we're so close to it is the fact that Stamford is probably one of the best
cities in the United States of America.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

[}

MRS. McINERNEY: (continuing) I certainly would support this and I think

it's because of items like this that our community has reached such recognition
across the country and it is a small amount. I would encourge them to raise
their own funding, however, I think it's a small amount; I'd support it.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. McInerney. Any further speakers?

MRS. SAXE: Thank you, Madam President. I have a problem not with the fact that
we should support these issues, I think that all of these particular things are
very good for the City, but I do have a problem with the budgetary process.

How can we continue to fund these things if we came in with a tight budget,

and now all of a sudden, we're giving things that weren't there away? Can

you answer that, Mrs. Hawe?

MRS. HAWE: As all of you, I'm sure know, the outlook for the deficit versus surplus
was not as bleak as we had thought in March being that some money turned up. There
was additional money that was discovered in the bookkeeping error about a decade
ago, which reduced some of that deficit.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mrs. Hawe. Any other speakers? No other speakers,
we're going to move right to a machine vote.

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I don't think you want to have me, do you?

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Wider, I don't see your name. I'm sorry. It's in Ms.
Summerville's head but she didn't tell me. Thank you, Mr. Wider.

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Ms. Summerville. You're looking better all the time.

I become a little concerned with people talking about a strenuous budget and
then we appropriate this little money for cultural art activities. We are only
returning a few dollars back to the people who pay it in there, and the more
that we serve these people, the more content they are for us to go up on their
tax; their assessment. If we don't give them anything, I don't blame them for
lining up against going up on their taxes. Some of these people, I can't under-
stand their thinking. We are serving the people that are paying their way,

and I would like to see this little 514,000 appropriated and get on with some
other business. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Wider. No other speakers?

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I intend to vote for this because I

think it is important. I think that it is a nice thing, but the thing that is
disturbing is that we cut these items down in the beginning and come back later
on and over and over and it's getting to be a habit. I think there has to be a
lot of discipline on that budget when it goes through and people have to know that
they have to live with that budget. However, I will vote for this item because

I do think it's important. Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Bonner. No other speakers? We'll move right
to a machine vote on the approval of #22 under Fiscal, $14,500 Cultural Events.
Please use your machine. 24 votes are needed. Has everyone voted? The motion
PRSSED 26 affirmative, 3 negative, 2 abstaining and 4 not-voting.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

PRESIDENT SANTY: I would remind the members present that it is now 11:30;

we still have a lengthly Agenda and we start losing a quorum around 2 o'clock
in the morning, so let's proceed as quickly as possible. I would please ask the
members, if the speaker before you previously has said the same sentiments that
you want to say, please just agree with the speaker. Thank you.

(23) $ 31,000.00 - PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - CODE 343.5903 BUREAU OF
SANITATION - Legal settlement of claims, U. S. District Court
(Civil Action #BB1-596) breach of contract between City and
William F. Cosulich Associates, P.I., per Mayor's letter
10/18/83. Board of Finance approved 10/26/83.

Above also referred to PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.

APPROVED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA

(24) $218,506.05 - SELF-INSURANCE MANAGEMENT (GR #69) =~ CODE 290.1392 -
additional appropriation per Mayor's request 10/18/83
to replenish funds in 1983/84 Self~Insurance account resulting
from an arbitration decision of 9/27/83, chargeable as follows.
Board of Finance approved 10/26/83.

1982/83 290.1392 Self-Insurance Management $208,049.7
1983/84 290.1392 Self-Insurance Management Interest costs 10,456.2
& £218,505.C

Related to URC Town Center Garage Engineering Study for
structural safety.

Bbove also referred to EDUCATION, WELFARE AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE.

MRS. HAWE: This request is in connection with the Town Center garage. The
City has applied to the URC for reimbursement of this. When the City was
assuming responsibility for the garage, the City had an insurance expert look
it, and this insurance expert said that they didn't like the looks of some of
the structural aspects and said that they were not equipped to make a judgement
and the City should get an engineering study done on this. Ramp Engineering who
had done the garage, the principal person that had been involved with it, was
deceased. In the meantime, a certificate of occupancy was issued. The contract
that the City had with the URC said that on the issuance of the CO, the URC
would give $600,000 to the City to be put into a escrow account for maintenance.
The City then used $218,000 from this maintenance escrow account to pay for the
engineering study to find out about whether it's structurally safe or not.

The Rich-Taubman Company felt that the City shouldn't be able to use this money
for that study. It went to arbitration and the arbitration award was that the
City should restore the money to the escrow account, and this is to pay that
arbitration decision which was handed down on September 27. As I said, the
City has applied to the URC for reimbursement of this. That remains to be seen.
Fiscal voted 7 in favor and none opposed and I so move.

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made. Is there a second to that? Several
seconds. I don't want to interupt the train of thought, but Ms. Summerville has
some sentiments to express and now is appropriate.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

MS. SUMMERVILLE: I think that the 17th Board of Representatives should be
proud of the fact that our Police Department has been very courteous in
taking our Pages home. I think the Police Departmant should also be commended
for fine job they have job on putting on women and minorities on the Police
force, and New York has something to learn.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Ms. Summerville.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: We would like to thank the Pages for the Record for being

our Pages for the last Board meeting of the 17th Board of Representatives,
and we hope you will come back for the 18th. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you so much. I would ask all the members to please
take their seats. We're on item #24 under Fiscal. A motion has been made and
seconded to approve $218,506.05, E, W, and G Committee, Ms. Rinaldi.

MS. RINALDI: We concur unanimously.
PRESIDENT SANTY: E, W, & G concurs unanimously. Any discussion?

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: Through you, Madam President to Mrs. Hawe, why does this come
out of the Self-Insurance Management account?

PRESIDENT SANTY: Would you repeat your question, Mr., Wiederlight?
MR. WIEDERLIGHT: Why does it come out of the Self-Insurance Management account?

MRS. HAWE: Because the arbitration award said that the City must repay this

escrow account in this amount. The back up says the arbitration award necessitated
a $218,506.00 charge against the 83/84 Self-Insurance account. I don't know
whether that answers you sufficiently.

MR. WIEDERLIGHT: ©No, it doesn't. I can see the arbitrator saying we owe some-
body $218,000 but I do not understand from what you answered me why we're taking
it out of this account.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Please give the speaker your attention. Mr. Wiederlight,
Mrs. Hawe cannot answer your question. Do you have anything further to state?

MR. BONNER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. If I recall, there were problems on
the garage and this study was made to determine whether or not the garage could
be opened, and whether it was safe. I'm not sure what the result was of that
engineering study. If it was that the garage was not safe, and work had to be
done, it's very possible that this kind of a charge could be back charged to
the contractor. Could you give me a little information, Mrs. Hawe, as to the
outcome of that study and who is responsible? Thank you.

MRS. HAWE: Concerning the whole question of the garage, we really didn't go
into any great detail the question of the garage and was it structurally sound
and that whole aspect of it which is a whole other story which could of taken a
whole night in itself. We were concerned with why the money was needed. We
were satisfied that you know it had to be paid because this was an award that
was determined that the City has to pay. I understand what you are asking but
we really didn't go into that whole aspect of it.

MR. BONNER: Thank you.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

PRESIDENT SANTY: Tﬁank you, Mr. Bonner and Mrs. Hawe.

MR. ZELINSKI: Thank you, Madam President. Being there are some questions raised
and some very valid ones, I would like to move that we send this back to Committee
for further study.

PRESIDENT SANTY: A motion has been made and seconded to send this item back to
Committee. That's the motion on the Floor. Any discussion? No discussion,
we'll move right to a machine vote. The vote is on sending this item back to
Committee; a simple majority is all that is necessary. Has everyone voted?

We are voting on sending it back to Committee which would be to be resubmitted

to the 18th Board. The motion on the Floor is to send this item back to
Committee because of the questions raised. Has everyone voted? The motion has
PASSED to send it back to Committee 22 affirmative, 10 negative, and 3 not-voting.
0 abstaining.

(25) $ 5,000.00 ~ COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE - TRANSFER per request from
(Transfer) Finance Commissioner Marra Sept., 1983; approved by
{(Ord. 510) Board of Finance 10/26/83.

From: Code 240.1110 salaries $5,000.00
To: Code 240.5120 professional auditing services 5,000.00
S

Above also referred to EDUCATION, WELFARE, AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE.

MRS. HAWE: Item #25 is one of these items that does not belong on our Agenda.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Before you go on, are there any comments on item 25? No
comments, continue. :

(26) $700,000.00 - AMENDMENT TO THE CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET - PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT - ADDITION OF A NEW PROJECT TO BE KNOWN AS
#330.266 NORTH STREET BRIDGE to be financed by bonds.
Emergency appropriation, pursuant to Charter Sec. 619.1
used by Comm. Marra and Chmn. Pollard of Board of Finance
to handle this emergency situation. Planning Board advisory
opinion approved this item. Held in Committee 9/14 and
10/11/83. Board of Finance approved 2/15/83.

Above also referred to PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.

MRS. HAWE: Fiscal voted 7 in favor and none opposed and I so move.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Is there a second to that motion? Several seconds. Public
Works Committee, Mr. Bonner.

MR. BONNER: Yes, thank you, Madam Chairman. The Public Works Committee met

and discussed this item at some length. The Committee recommended that construction
of the new bridge rather than repair of the dld bridge is necessary to correct the
present floodwater flow deficiencies, but the new bridge design affects two

schools, senior citizen housing area, traffic and EPA. Therefore, before a

contract for construction is awarded, there should be a sign-off from all four

of the above parties or a decision by the Mayor to over-ride any objections.
Therefore, we recommend that the matter be sent back to Committee until

sign-offs are received.
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FISCAL COMMITTE: {CONTINUED)

MR. BONNER: (continuing) We did get a letter in the mail today. I think we
all had a letter in the mail today from the Housing group indicating that they
were concerned. Therefore, Madam Chairman, I at this time would like to make
a recommendation that this be sent back to Committee until we have sign-offs
from the School Board, the Housing, Traffic and EPA. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: There's a motion made and seconded to send this back to
Committee. We have a motion on the Floor to approve $700,000 for the North
Street bridge but a motion has been made by the Chairman of the Public Works
Committee, who did not concur with the approval of that, to send this item
back to Committee. That is the motion on the Floor. Discussion on sending
it back to Committee.

MR. BOCCUZZI: Madam Chairman, when the Public Works Committee met, we had

no in attendance from the Public Works Department at all; neither the Commissioner,
Deputy Commissioner, or the City Engineer. Therefore, all our questions...

Mr. Bonner tried to get answers to our questions prior to the meeting. He did

get some. He did a good job. I know it's the end of our Board and the end of
this present administration's term, but I would say that 50% of our Committee
meetings were ignored by the Commissioner. I, for one, feel that if I can take

my time and Mr. Perillo, Mrs. Saxe, Mr. Burke, Mr. Bonner and prior to that,

we had other members on the Committee to give their time, someone should represent
the Public Works Commission.

We had specific questions we wanted to ask and we wanted to know why the Frank
Soldano report to Norman Liu of August 10th on the North Street Bridge, where

he made some recommendations and in his last paragraph under recommendations,
said, "After the above has been accomplished and good maintenance," listen

to this part, "the four ton limit can be removed and the bridge can resume its
normal highway loading." When you see a letter like that and then you see Mr.
Liu's letter to Commissioner Spaulding disregarding his own engineering department's
report, something has to be wrong. I think that the closing of the bridge by

the Commissioner preventing anyone to go over the bridge whether it be four tons
or over, was a disservice to the City. I think that what has happened he has

now made in front of Hart School a raceway with cars. He's cut down where people
can get in and out of that area. There is no reason to close that bridge, and

I said it last month and he accused me of playing politics. The politics are
over. All I can say to Mr. Spaulding, shame on him for closing the bridge.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Mr. Boccuzzi, I don't want to cut your remarks but we're
‘now addressing sending this back to Committee. Please confine your remarks to that.

MR. BOCCUZZI: Due to the fact that we couldn't get any answers and no one from
Public Works attended, I think it's only right that we send it back to Committee.

PRESIDENT SANTY: I'm glad you worked that in there.

MR. BONNER: If this does go back to Committee, we also are recommending that
these letters referred to by Mr. Boccuzzi are addressed. That's the 8/10 letter
to Soldano to Liu, the letter from Liu to Spaulding on 8/10, and a 10/13 Mr.
Lubbers, EPA to Spaulding. We're asking that they also be addressed in their
recommendation. The problem was the bridge could be repaired but it does not
relieve the flood problems. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Bonner.
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: {CONTINUED)

MRS. GOLDSTEIN: Thank you. When this matter came up before Fiscal, I believe
that Fiscal voted overwhelmingly in favor of the item, and I, for one, voted

that way based on the Public Works representatives who came to speak before us.
However, we had no input from the Environmental Protection Board. We had no

input from the Corps of Engineers. We had no input from the Housing Authority
which has a major problem with this. No so much with the appropriation as

with the fact that they weren't allowed or given the courtesy to see the
specifications, and there are so many different loose ends to this that I feel
kind of embarassed that we voted upon it without touch all these bases. I

am going to vote against it, and I am going vote to return it to Committee

toc have these answered, and furthermore, I think it's important that if the

rest of the Board shares these concerns that this be a resounding motion to
return, and that's because the money for this has really already been appropriated
through the emergency powers of the Charter. The Chairman of the Board of Finance,
Mr. Pollard, and the Finance Commissioner, Mr, Marra, and the Mayor used their
emergency powers when Mr. Spaulding closed this bridge to give this high priority
and to appropriate the funds. So, I would really like them to know through this
vote that we are concerned and that we do not want to see any action on this
matter until our guestions are answered. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank yvou, Mrs. Goldstein. The motion on the Floor is to return
this item to Committee. Please address your remarks to that motion.

MR. WIDER: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I was never so upset about any one item
that I was when I read this bid reguest in the paper. I was more upset after
working for two and a half years with the Housing Authority to get some senior
citizen housing built over there that someone had the audacity to just take the
property without any input from the Public Housing Committee, the Housing Authority,
or from any of the concerned people. I'm not so sure that if they take 25% of
that property, that the housing will be in compliance with the federal regulations.
So, we would have to look at that before we even sign off on it.. I am wondering
who authorized the payment of these kind of things. I was told it was the Finance
Commissioner, If the Mayor and the Finance Commissioner and the Chairman of

the Board of Finance have these kind of powers; I'm speaking in favor of sending
this back to Committee but I want to make one thing perfectly clear.

PRESIDENT SANTY: But, Mr, Wider, I think we detracting from the motion on .the
Floor. The motion on the Floor is to return this Committee. The merits of that
should be discugssed and not questions you have regarding this. If that is why-
you want to return it to Committee, fine, but please confine your remarks to
returning it to Committee.

MR. WIDER: Right, but the fact is that I have to bring in some of the insults
that have been dished out. Some of us have worked hard on this. I don't think
I've been hiding during these last seven years. I would like the work that I have
done to be appreciated and it wasn't appreciated when they interupted some housing
that we have built. I'm in favor of sending it back to Committee and the Committee
to get all the facts and qll the people to sign off. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Fine. There are nine speakers left.

MR. HOGAN: 1I'll be very brief, Madam Chairman. Thank you. In view of the fact
that the new facts have come before this Board since the meeting of the Fiscal
Committee, I would have to rise to the defense of the Fiscal Committee in their
vote and echo Mrs. Goldstein's sentiments that at the time the Fiscal Committee
originally heard this, we had no knowledge whatsoever of any letters that passed
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FISCAL COMMITTEE: (CONTINUED)

MR. HOGAN: (continuing) between Mr. Soldano and the power that be. We had no
idea of the magnitude that this move would have upon the housing for the senior
citizens. I take exception to the fact that the people who appeared from the
Public Works Department failed to make us aware of these facts. They must have
been aware of them on the 10th because they certainly followed them up right away
on Monday morning. Although I, voted in favor of bringing this out, I'm in

favor of sending this back to Committee and I ask my colleagues on the Board

to send this back for reconsideration. Thank you.

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Mr. Hogan.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Before you rule me out of order, what I am about to speak on
is sending this item back to Committee. All the statements I make after this
are in reference to sending it back to Committee.

First of all, I would like to agree with Mrs. Goldstein said. I thinks it very
unfair and disrespectful to the Committee for the person who came before Fiscal
that they did not tell the truth and the whole truth, and through you, Madam
President, I'd like to ask the Chairman for the record to state, the persons who
came before Fiscal for this particular item.

MRS. HAWE: Mr. Canavan and Mr. Liu.
ME. SUMMERVILLE: Spoke?
MRS. HAWE: Yes, they spoke.

MS. SUMMERVILLE: Secondly, I would like to say that the reason I would like to

see this item sent back to Committee is because of all the things that Mrs. Goldstein
said; she put it very well. We won't only send it back to Committee, we will
physically put bodies there to prevent....sending it back to Committee does not
allow time for them to justify what they're going to do. I think what I've heard
here tonight will not only send a message back to the Committee but to get the
house in order before you send something to us to approve. Thank you.

One thing I forgot, Madam President. I, too, think in sending it back to Committee,
there should be some clarification on who authorized it to go out to bid and

what funds did it come out and how much they paid to have that done. I noticed in
the paper it went out to bid already as if we're not involved at all and if not,
why did they send it down in the first place?

PRESIDENT SANTY: Thank you, Ms. Summerville. A motion on the Floor to send this
back to Committee.

MRS. CONTI: Thank you, Madam President. I'm opposed to sending this back to
Committee. First of all, it will change nothing because the money has already
been appropriated on an emergency basis. Apparently the members of this Board
are completely unfamiliar with condemnation procedures. Whenever there's a
condemnation procedure, the person who is losing the land must be completely
satisfied before the municipality or the government agency can take the land.
The government agency bends over backwards to please those whose land they're
taking, and they make these arrangements.



